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PREFACE 
Or rue AUTHOR, 


Prerixen éo the seconD VOLUMEs 


ies E great defign of the atarable Redeemer when 
he came down from Heaven, was to procure peace 
upon earth, and good-will towards men. To corref, 
pond with this defirable and bleffed purpofe is the great 
end and objc& of this Hiflory ; particularly, amidfl the 
Various denominations into which the Chriflian world is 
divided, to unite in one holy bond of love, all who love 
our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity, without ‘any confid- 
eration of the country they may occupy; the forms of 
church government they have rnb racll or the unels 
fential differences in religious opinions, which, through 
the prefent infirmity of intelleé, or the prejudices of ede 
ucation, they have imbibed. The true Church has but 
one head, even Chrift ; and we are all members one of 
another. It will be a better proof of our genuine 
Chriflianity, infinitely more conduce to the {pread of © 
the Gofpel, and tend unfpéakably more to the’ edificae 
tion of our own fouls, to love one another out ofa pure 
heart fervently, and to bear and forbear with each other 
in fubordinate matters, than to contend for 4y gais, OF 
exclufive eftablifhments. eG 


Ir is iapbifible to doubt the excellence, to difpute 
the ability, to queftion the learning, or impeach the pus. 
tity of many, who have demonftratea the genuinenefs of © 
§heir faith and hope under all our different modes of 
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religious profeffion, the Papifts themfclveain not except. 
ed. And if the great Head of the Church will not ex- 
clude them from his kingdom and glory, and we are 
bound to hope that we fhall meet, and be joined to- 
gether in one holy fellowfhip through a. bleffed eternity, 
how powetfally does this call upon us to cultivate a 
greater enlargement of heart towards all the holy breth- 
ren! We leave to bigots, and the unbleft, to exeCcrate, 
excommunicate, and unchriflianize every man that 
gathers not with them, and dares to differ a hair's 
breadth from their dogmas or decifions. But if the 
fpirit of love and of a found mind, has truly taken pof- 
feffion of our bofoms, we fhall feel too much of the 
bleflednefs of the temper itfelf to fuffer unbaliowed en- 
croachments thereon. We fhall watch every avenue 
of the heart, at which bitternefs and wrath, and anger 
and clamour, and evil fpeaking would enter, to difturb, 
the repofe of our own fouls, and to trouble our breth- 
ren ; and fhall exemplify the chara@er of the eleG of 
God. holy, and beloved, by putting on bowels of mercy, 
kindnefs, himblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long fuffering, 
‘Thefe ‘will always carry irrefiftible evidence to the con. 
‘Feience, that we have been truly baptifed into Chrift, 
and have put on Chrift. Whilft if any man hath not 
this forrit of Chrifi, whatever elfe he may conceit be 
poficiles, affuredly nE 1s NONE OF His. It is my with 
and prayer therefore whilft the truth is to be foughe 
with impartiality, that tbe heart may be erlarged in 
charity, and ennobled with love, without difimulation ; 
for if we have the head and tongue of men or of angels, 
and have not this divine temper in exercife, we fhould 
be but as founding brafs and tinkling cymbal. Thefe 
gare truths which can neyer be too deeply imprefled on 
“the conicience, and inculcated by all who are true” 
Churchmen, And J pray God, that whoever reads the 
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following pages may. grow more into this difpofition, 
and look up to Kim who giveth man knowledge, that 
every fiefh acquirement may be accompanied with an 


equal meafure of fidelity, devotednefs and love to God. 


our Saviour, and to every ‘foul redeemed by his moft 
precious blood, whether in circumcifion or uncircum= 
¢ifion, barbarian, Scy Abia bond or free. 
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PREFACE 


Or THE. EDITOR. 


cae 


| Bess liberty yh has been taken, in caufing to be 
reprinted in this Country that part of Dr. Haw- 
¥1s’. CHURCH HISTORY, which is contained in this 
Volume, it is hoped, will not be thought any infringe- 


ment of the eflablifhed laws of decorum. It was the. . 
defign of the Doétor to fearch out, and prefent to the 


view of his Readers the real fpiritual Church of Chrift, 
wherever fhe was to be found, and in whatever cir- 


cumftances placed. This is an interefting objet, to. 


which no fincere Cbriftian can be indifierene. To ex- 
tend an acquaintance with this work, by furnifhing new 
and cheap impreffions of it, or any part of it, cannot be 
“ repugnant to the pious aims of the Author. The Doc- 


«tor has divided his Hiflory of the Church into three 


Periods, The firft extends from the birth of Chrilt to 
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Theodofius the Great. The fecond, from the eftablifh- 
ment of Chriftianity, as the exclufive religion of the Lm- 
be under Theodofius, to the commencement ‘of tho 
Reformation. The third, from the ‘commencement of 
the Reformation to the prefent’ time. It is that part of 
the Hiftory which embraces the laft of thefe periods on- 
ly, which is prefented in this volume. This period is 
govered. with thé leaft obfcurity, is highly eventful, and 
to us is ‘peculiarly intereffing. The inquifitive Chriftian 
will hére ‘find much to gratify his curiofity, ftrengthen 
his faith in divine promifes, and quicken his zeal for the 
advancement of a ‘kingdom, which is to furvive the 
wreck of éar,hly empires, the funeral, of nature, and the 
final, defiruélion of ail its enemies. Fo judge candidly 
of many of the Author’s comments be muft piace hime 
felfin his fituation. Sets and cbaraéters often affume 
a, varied appearance, as the ftation of obfervation. is 
changed. Had the writer been an American, poflibly 
his remarks refpeCting fome denominations of profefling 
Chriftians, and particularly of the Weltleyan Methodifls 
would not have been quite fo liberal. If any of the 
notes be thought impertinent or ufelefs, the fau't muft be 
laid wholly to the account of the Editor of this’ volumes 


SAMUEL AUSTIN. 
Worcester, Fy 30/4, 1803. 
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CENTURY XVI. 
THE HAPPY REVIVAL OF 
EVANGELICAL RELIGION, 
Now ot 


REFORMATION TO THE PRESENT TIME. 
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PERIOD III, 


CENTURY XVI. 
CHAP. I, 


@M THE OUTWARD CHURCH. 


a a FTER toiling through a long difrial night 
= © of papal darknefs, and regions of the fhadow 
%& A ae of death, a beam of gofpel day, as the morne 
JEM ’ ing fpread upon the mountains, revives the 
fainting {pirit. | 

Aw. 1703—1516. The favage Borcra, the mad 
warrior, Jutius, and the Epicurean Leo,* fat in fucs 
ceffion enthroned amidft all their infolence and abules ; 
and trampling on the proflrate world, defied their enes 
mies, delpifed their impotence, and gloried in the {ta 
bility of an empire confirmed by ages of {uperftition, 
and ftrengthened by legions of monks and clergy, whole 
terrors overawed the conf{ciences of mankind, 


| ieee 
_ * Popes, who facceflivefy fat on the papal throne daring this pe- 


tiod. ‘he fir, under the afflumed name of Pius 111, held the | 


pontificate but about a month. Of the fecond, Julius 1}. the accue 
tate Mofheim in his Ec. Hift. gives the following charaéter. “ To 
the edious lift of vices with which Juxrus II. difhonored the pons 
tificate, we may add the moft favage ferocity, the moft audacious 
-arrogance, the moft defpotic vehemence of temper, and the moft 
extravagant frenetic paflion for war and bloodfhed. His whole 
pontificate was onc continual {cease of military tumulc ; nor dic 
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Noe that the world'aas quite ‘infenfible cf the chains 
in which they were held —many a fovereign complained 
of the enctoachments of pontifical aibatun >; humerous 
writers attacked the flagrant abufes of. the Church ; 
fometimes with the {trong arms of reafoning, and fomes 
times with the keen fhafis of ridicute, for whieh the fol. 
lies of monkery furnifhed an ample feope. Nota na. 
tion but attered its groans onder the papal exa€tions, 
impoverifhed to fupply the rapine; the luxury, and the 
aurbitious proye&s of the Roman prelates. Unmoved 
and tranquil, the omnipotent pontffs looked down from 
their high and lofty throne on the fuppliant berd, treat- 
ed their murmurs with difdein, and their requelts for 
reformation with inattention = fufficiently armed to pun- 
ih the refraclory, and having-every engine of prefer. 
ment and wealth, to gain the mercenary, to fflence the 
troubdlefome, and to increafe the number of their zeak 
ous partifans. Canon law, lorg prefcription, and the 
reverence confecrated by the charaGer affumed and u- 
niverfally admitted, of being Chrif’s wcegerent upor 
eaxth, furrounded the papacy with an apparently 1 impens 
etrable barrier. The mighty pontiffs fat fecure in the 
exercife of unlimited power, and knew, that whatever 
zedrefs was fought, mult come through their own hands, 


he fuffer Furope to enjoy a moment's tranquility as long as es 
lived. We may eafily imagine the miferable condition of the 
Church under a vicar of Chrift, who lived in camps amidft the 
din of arms,who was ambitious of no other fame than that which 
arofe from battles won and cities laid defolate.’’ See Motheims 
Eccles. Hid. Vol. 4. page ro. 

The laft, Leo X. fucceeded Jutrus in the year 1513. Under 
Kis pontiticate the Reformation began. He was of the family of 
Midicé,, a man-of pleafure and totally indifferent to the interefts 
of religion, 
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be courted as a favor, and granted under tact! condi- 
tions as they were p'eafed to dictate. 


A feeble attempt to form a general council at Pifa, 
by Lewis of France, and Maximi ian the Emperor, on- 
ly tended to fhew the weaknefs of oppofition, and the 
impotence of all efforts to reform. The Pope, in the 
moft infulting manner annulled their decrees, and dif- 
folved their aflembly ; treating them with qual con. 
ole and arrogance. - 


Leo X. a man of. letters, and a man of pléafure, who 
Sicsended the imperious Julius, and prefided at the: 
Lateran council, which his predeceflor had affembled, 
not only took care, that not a hair of abufe fhould be 
touched, but prevailed on Francis the Firft to facrifice 
the Gallican liberties, by fubfituting in place of the 
pragmatic fanétion, * a new agreement, calied the Concor- 
date, abhorred alike by the French peopie and clergy. 
So fupreme was the papal dominion over that nation, 
which had moft ftoutly refifted its ufurpations. 


The amazing prodipality, luxury, and magnificence 
of Leo, began however to exhauft the Church's coffers ; 
and as money muft be procured to fupply bis extrava- 
gances, the never failing refource of indulgences was re~ 
curred to, as the moft effeGiual means of levying a tribe 
ute upon the whole Chriftian world, under the fpecious 
guile of gonferring the moft important {piritual benc fits. 


* The Prapmatic San@ion was an Edi@, publithed by Lewis 
XI. King of France, for the purpefe of reftraining the encroach. 
ments of papal power, particularly in regard to filling vacancies 
in bifhoprics and priories. ‘ihe Concordate was an agreement 
between the Pope Leo X, and Francis, by which the right of clece 
tion to fupply thefe vacancies ceafed to be popular, and was —_ : 
exclefively in the Crown, 
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The profligate examples of fo many vicegerents of 
Chrift, could not but have the direft effeGts on the cler- 
Ry, whom they fupported in their abufes, and_were recip- 

tocally fupported by them. An incredible diffolution 
of manners followed the lofs of all divine principle. 
Leo X. himfelf appears to have been an Inhdel, if not 
an Athei't, to which his learning did not a little contri- 
bute. When the heart is enflaved by corruption, the 
more ingenious and {cientific a man is, the readier wil 
he be to find arguments to quiet bis confcience, and to 
footh it in the purfuits which he refolves not to aban. 
don. His facerdotal legions were not unfaithful follows 
ers of their leader ; and as the Church and Monafteries 
wallowed in wealth, they failed not to ufe their afflue 

ence in procuring for themfelves every gratification ; ; 
whilf the beft informed could not but laugh at the fu- — 
pertti itious piety which had furnifhed them with the 


means of indulgence, and enjoy the delufion of the 
Chriftian world. 


As every préferment at Rome was venal,* the ich, 
the licentious, and the profligate, would naturally be the 


fir purchafers ; ; and the highett offices devolved upon 
the bafeft, and mott unworthy. 


The immenfity. of the mendicant sithes grew into a 
burden, which the Chriftjan world could with difficulty 
{upport ; and, as every art and device was praétifed to 
procure veneration for their feveral orders, andto fleece 
the public more abundantly, the moft fcandalous decep- 
tions were employed, and the groffeft frauds attempted, 
to_impofe op. the credulity of mankind. Sometimes 


¥ Omnia venalia Rome” ae Jugartha after having vifited 


that city. Melancholy that Chriftian Rome thouid be the fubjegt 
of the fame lenputations 
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they were detefled and punifhed, as in the cafe of the 
infamous Domir ican, Geezer : but oftener the trick fuc- 
ceeded, and the fooiith people cried, aA MIRACLE. 


As the Dominicans and Pisicileans had chiefly nies 
ed dominion in the {chools and univerfities, theological 
knowledge was funk into quotations from the fathers, or 
‘ difputes about points of the moft trivial impor, deliver. 
ed in all the jargon of {cholaftic philotepiy, And 
though {cience revived in a nun ber of litereti, fuch as 
Fralmus, Agrippa, and others, who, renouncing the fube 


tleties of Ariftotle and Plato, with the barren erudition: 


of the dialeétics, read and thought for themlelves 3 ycty 
the current of education fill flowed thrcu,b ul cle pole 
Juted channels, and left the miferable pupils groping. for 
the wall as blind ; burdening their memories wiih termsy. 


definitions, and diingions: which communicated noth. | 


ing of real knowledge, but abundance of conceit and 
difpute. 


e—— The miniftry of the pure word of God was ro. longer 


to be found. The very femblance of it weu'd have. 
been branded as berefy : all pulpits were occupied with 
penegyrics on the faints; the traufeendent g'cries and 
power of the Virgin ; the cficacy of relics for the ex» 
ulfion of demons from the poflcfled ; s and the cure of 
ail difeafes of body and mind ;: the virtues of thofe of the 
neighboring Church or conyent, were [ure to be peculiar. 
ly infifted upon. The fire of purgatory afforded an in, 
exhaultible fund of the terrific ; and the fafety of incul- 
gences was dilplayed in the mofl mcvirg firains of plain- 
tive elequence : whi'lt good works were enforced with 
all their meritorious efficacy. and the building achurch, 
or a convent, or fome rich erdowment of Fem Gece, 
led every crime, and infallibly fecured falvation. But, 
above all, the honor of the clergy, the lanéiay of the 
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Church, her unity, and vifibility in one bead, and un. 
limited fubmiffion to his decrees: thzs was taught as the 
perfeétion of Chriftian excellence ; as it was the depth 
of heretical pravity, and fure to be followed with the 
deftru@tion of body and foul in hell, to doubt of one 
of the dogmas of Rome, or to withdraw a tittle of abg- 
dience from the holy fee and its pontiffs. 


The miferable people bound in chains of ignorance 
and fuperftition, fubmitted to be prieft-ridden with the 
matt exemplary patience. And whilft they were amuf- 
ed with the raree fhow of the mafs and proceffions, and 
myfieries, gloried in the purity of the Catholic faith, and — 


_ were led to entertain with facred horror the idea of any 


their art, an ignorance fo favorable to their empire, and 
carefully watched over every attempt to enlighten the 
minds of the people with gofpel truth, or to corre& their 
‘manners by divine principles. . The more proflizate 
they were, the more they needed abfolution, and mult 
recur to their ghoftly guides. for peace and pardon. 
Thus the Church reaped the richelt harvett from the 
purchafe of her indulgences, as the univerfal immoralis 
ty of mankind made them more aeceflary for the varis 
ous culprits. “oe Bae 

- But as the darkeft moment of the night precedes the 
dawn of day, when the Church appeared in the molt 
defperate fituation, her deliverance was approaching 
from this worfe than Babylonifh captivity. We have 
feen, during the preceding ages, here and there a fpark 
truck from the Scriptures of truth, that gave a momen- 
tary gleam. And though the inquifition, with all its 
terrors, and the flavifh fubmiffion of the monarchs of 
Chriftendom, feemed to uphold the pillars of the Roman 
fse with Atlantean fhoulders, the utter rottennefs of the 


alteration in the Church, The clergy foftered with all 
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foundation awaited only a bold refolute hand to make 

the mighty fabric totter. Indeed, the filent and unno- 

ticed difpenfations of God had been preparing for the 

event, however to human view unexpecicd and judged 

impoffible. A variety of attempts at reformation had 

been made ; and though generally fupprefied, the {pirit 

oF oppofition temained. Wickliffites, Albigenies, and 

all the perfecuted, hid their heads from the thunders, 

which they were unable to refit ; but théy waited the 

aulpicious moment, and only fought for the intrepid 

leader, and the opportunity fo burft their bonds afun- 

der. The glaringnefs of the abufes was fecretly depior- 

éd by multitudes, who, without any purpofe of change 

in the ecclefiaflical governnient, fighed for falutary re- 

form. The diffufion of knowledge, through the art of 
printing; removed the veil which bad been fpread over 

all people. The Scriptures themfelves were not fo in. 

acceflible as before, and many dared to read and think 

for themfelves. The governors of the world, without 

any intention of feparating themfelves from the unity of 
thé Church, were not at all indifpofed to hear of plans 

of reformation, which might prevent their kingdoms 

from becoming the prey of the Roman pontiffs and their 

Jegates ; and therefore were in no hafte to fupprels the 

zeal of thofe reforming preachers, whom they fuppofed 
themfelves always able to controul : whilft the pride and 

fecurity of ihe papal throne too much defpifed the mean. 

nefs of its opponents, and the feebletels of their re- 

fources, | 


An. 1513. Such was the flate of Chrif'endom, when 
the increafing wants and rapacioufnefs of the Roman feeé 
made it neceffary to attempt replenifhing ber. coffers 3. 
andfrefh orders were iffued to the legates every wheres 
so find the belt qualified inflruments, to preach and dif. 


¢ 
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penfe the rich indulgences, which Leo X. in his great 
Taunificence, was difpofed to grant to all Chriflian peo. 
ple, who had money to purchafe them, for all fins, palt, 
prefent, and to come. All the mendicant monks were 
invited to undertake ae lucrative commiffion, and the 
Dominicans engigzed in it with peculiar zeal and aétiv- 
By. As the legates were only careful about the end, 
how to get the moit money, and little ferupulous about 
the means, provided they led to this objeat, they fe- 
lechked for this fervice inltruments, the beft caiculated to 
i npofe upon the cred tlitv of the vulgar; men of popu- 
ler talents, unblufhing effrontery, and perfect devoted. 
nefs to the Romifh fie. Among thefe the Archbifhop 
of Mentz found the famous monk, John Tetzel : whofe 
Craft equalling his impudence, he’ undertook the taf 
with wonderons alacritv and fuccefs, and exalted the val- 
ue of the favors which he was difperfing with an clo. 
ca e, and exaggcrated commendations of the cficacy 

f his indulzeoces, that could noi but produce among 
th firper’ 'Yitious multitude innumerable cuftomers. He 

Jazoncd the virtues of the fiints im colors of the moft 
tranfcendent glory ; vaunted the rich treafures of merit, 
now open from the Church’s repofitory ; of which the 
heys weve to wim entrufted, He could exceed all 
wants ; fipply all deficiencies ; and cancel all crimes. 
He boafted his ability to fave even the ravifher of the 
b effed Virsio herfelf; and affirmed, that ue, Fohn 
Zeizel, had refcued more fouls from hell and purgatory, 
by thefe compleat noftrums of indu!gences, than ever 
St. Peter himfelf had converted to Chriftianity by his 
preaching. {he gsping crowd heard with wonder this 
matchie{s knight of the golden kev, and fent up their 
money to the flage, to purchafe*with avidity thefe pre. 
cious packets of ecclefiaftical panaceas, which were to, 
fet thei confciences at reft forever. 
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An inconfiderable monk at Wittemberg heard with in- 
digna tion thefe hyperbolical pretenfions. He belonged 
to the Auguftin order, and for his learning and talents, 
had been raifed to the proféfforthip of divinity, in the 
academy of that city, by Frederic, Ele€tor of Saxony. 
Martin Lutrer,a name forever to be revered by 
every real Chriflian, refolved to check this impudent 
mountebank in his career ; and not to fuffer him in the 
city, where he held the divinity chair, to propagate blaf- 
phemies, fo oppofite to all revealed truth, without re- 
buke. He therefore challenged him in ninety-five pro- 
pofitions, to defend himfelf and his pontifical employers, 
whom Luther dared to cenfure as accomplices, for fufe 
fering fuch impoftures, and countenancing fuch abom- 
inable frauds and impofitions on the people. An. 1519s 


_ Thus was the gauntlet thrown down, and the fir 
blow ftruck of that battle, which hath continued to rage 
ever fince, and, after fo many turns and changes, ap- 
pears ready to be decided in the final fubverfion of pa- 


“pal tyranny, reduced now that I am writing to the duft 


of contempt, and approaching, I hope, its utter exftine- 
tion. 


- Never was a man more formed for the conteft in 
which he was engaged with the fee of Rome, than this 
Brave Saxon. His faculties were fingularly great ; his 
inemory prodigious ; his mind fraught with the richeft | 
fiores of ancient wifdom and literature, to which he had 
addigted himfelf ; but above all he was deeply read in 
the oracles of God, and converfant.with the belt of the 
fathers and their writings, particularly St. Augullin, the 


- patron of his order. HS natural temper, was {trong and 


irafcible ; his courage invincible ; his ee Pan 
C 
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érful as his voice; and darting the lightning of his argu. 
nents on his confounded opponents. | No dangers in: 
timidated bim ; no difficulties, trials or emergences dea 
prived him of fclf- poffeffion ; to perfeverence unfhak- 
ea, in labors indefatigable. Rome knew not the Her- 
cules in the cradle, that was ready to ftrangle her 
fnakes, and at firlt delpifed fuch impatent efforts. Nor 
did he himfelf know his own ftrength; or fufpeét, or in- 
tend the confequenées, which would refult from this 
fmall commencement. But if God will work. none can 
Jet it ; and any inftrament ts (uffictent, though it were 
‘Dut the j jaw: bone of an afs, when the Spirit of the Lord 
‘eomes upon the appointed Sampfon. Yet, though God 
works according to the counfels of his own will, we fee 
how wonderfully he provides and qualifies the proper 
fubjedls for their peculiar fervices — and albeit, the fuc. 
-cefs is wholly from himfelf, we cannot but admire the 
dnftruments he employs, 


Malignity and hatred of gofpel teach, have not only 
foggetted to popith adverfaries, but to more relfpected 
proteftant, though infidel bitlorians, that Luther, in his 
oppofition to’ Tetzel, was animated not by zeal for 
truth, but mean envy forthe glory of his order, neg. 
leGted by preference of the Dominicans. Even admit- 
_ ting the charge, the providence of God, in over-ruling: 
buman evil for purpofes of his own glory, would not be 
the lefs adorable ; but the faéts are falfe upon which 
fuch charges have been founded ; nor did Luther's moft 
“envenomed enemies dare reproach him in that. day, 
with this degrading fuggeltion. 


“ Indeed the matter admitted of an’ eafy temperament, 
had ic been merely a difpute ‘kindled by ambition, be. 
tween individuals, or their orders. ‘Leo might have 
healed the breach. by the Mighteft conceffions or mode 
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fication ; for Luther difputed not the power of the Pon- 
tiff to abfolve from all church punifhments ; and only 
urged that final falvation was attainable by the merits of 
Chri alone, and the penance performed by the offender : 
fo dark at fir were his own views of acceptance with 
God ; but the matter was of the Lord, and therefore 
not flightly to be healed. The infolent fecurity of the 
pontiff led him to negied the extinguithing of the firft 
fpark ; and when difpute had blown that {park into a 
flame, all the deluge of waters from the mouth of the. 
dragon became unable to quench the conflagration, 


“This was the age of difpute and violence. The pro- 
pofitions maintained at Wittemberg, not only offended 
Teizel, but his order,gand all the furious partizans of 
Rome. A holt rufhed into the battle to bear down the 
defpifed monk of Saxony, witb their eloquence, their ar. 
guments, and church authority. Pricrio, Hoogftraat, 
Eckius, zealous Remanifts, with many others, dilfpiayed 
their zeal for the Catholic faith, and their abhorrence of 
its impugner : whom they humbly prayed the Pope to 
commit to the flames, and filence his blafphemies ayainft 
authority. But Luther was neither a man to be intim. 
idated by threatning, or to be borne down by the vio- ~ 
lence of thefe envenomed difputants. | He hurled back 
upon them the thunders they darted at him ; refuted 
their arguments, and treated their perfons with fovereign 
contempt. Yet to the Pope he held the moft re(pe@ful 
language, as a dutiful fon, and as advancing noihihg 
which he would not retraét the moment he was convinc- 
ed of its contrariety to the Catholic faith. 


Whether the Pope thought this one of the many non. 
fenfical quarrels, which would die away of themfelves as 
others had done before ; or that it was beneath his dig. 
mity tO pay attention to fo inconfidetable an individual ; 
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no reply was made to Luther’s letters ; : and I Leo was on- 
ly rouled from his fecurity, by the information received 
from the Emperor Maximilian, that all Germany was in 
a flame ; aod that fomething mult be done to  fapprefs 
it without delay.” 


4 


Teazed with thefe remonftrances, the indignant pon. 
tiff quitted the couch of indolence, to order to his pre: 
fence the impertinent reformer, But Luther, who knew 
the court of Rome too well to truft bimfelf in her 
clutches, prevailed on the Ele@or of Saxony, who fa. 
vored him and his opinions, to apply to the Pope for 
the decifion of the caufe in Germany, before the proper 
iribunal, where it had originated. ~~ Leo, unwilling | to 
offend a man of whofe influence be might fland in need, 
tonfented to refer the’ matter to bis legate CAjETANS 
at Aug{burgh, than whom he could not have chofen a ' 
more improper umpire ; a Dominican; the declared 
friend of Tetzel ; and the enemy of Luther. “Before 
him however. the intrepid monk pleaded his caule, 
and, as might be expetted, inftead of being heard with 

xe candor, and anfwered with temper, the le. 

AN. - 1518, ‘gate, with the tone of infolent authority, 

commanded him to abjure his opinions as 

erroneous, and fubmit humbly to the penance that 
fthould be enjoined him by the holy fee. 


Pe 


The high fpirit of the reformer was not at all difpofed 
to fubmit to fuch arrogant diftates ; and convinced how 
fruitlefs it was to reafon, and, hae dangerous to refift, 
he filently decamped from Augfburgh, and took refuge 
in Saxony ; lodging his appeal with Leo, | when ‘he 
Mould be better informed of the merits of the controverly, 


To filence this vexatious difpute, Leo iffued his de. 
cree, commanding univerfal fubmiffion to the authority 
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of Rome, as capable alike és delivering ber fabjeGs 
from all pun ifhiment whatever, whether im this world or 
that which is to come ; and therefore forbidding this ar~ 
ticle of faith to be ever more brought into conteft— 
Luther had therefore now only to fubmit, do penance,’ 

or appeal to a higher tribunal. Hechofe the latter, 
and referred himlelf and | his caule to the next panes 
council. : 


The Pope, too late perceived the error oP appoint~ 
~ ing ‘Cajetan as umpire, and determined to heal, if pot- 
fible, a difpute which threatened to produce - perilous 
confequences. He fent, therefore, anew legate into 
Saxony, Miirirz, a man admirably calculated to Te= 
pair the breach by his dexterity and his gentlenels; and 
being a Saxon-knight, he could not but be. particularly 
acceptable to the eleGlor and his chaplain. «By ‘him 
; Leo fent the confecrated golden role to Frederic, the 
peculiar mark of his. regard ; and Miluiz fokening down 
the rigid temper ofthe reformer by complaifance, en~ 
gaged him to write a fubmiffive letter to the Pope, from 
whom he received a matt condefcending epifile in re~ 
‘turn. The flrongeft hopes were now entertained, thag 
the matter would end to theefatisfa@ion of the Roman 
fee, and this rebellion be quelled, as eafily as the form- 
er ones: but God had in mercy otherwile ordained. 


Luther whofe views had not yet probabl y reached to 
any extended reformation, and who would have Leen 
well fatisfied with the removal of the groffer abufes of 
indulgences, was fo won upon by the franknels and kind 
treatment of Miltitz and Leo; that he confented to be 
filent on the fubjeét in difpure, if his adverfarics were 
obliged to the fame : and he offered to write-a general 
circular letter to all whom he could influence, reveren. 
tially to obey the Church of Rome. So near to an ac- 
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commodation were matters brought through the pru. 
dence of Miltitz ; when the fury of bizotry happily 
precluded all reconciliation. AN. 1519. 

Eckius, the partizan of Rome, had challenged Car- 
Joftadt, the faithful colleague of Luther, to difpute at 
Leipfic, on the deep fubject of freewill. The day was 
fixed ; the combatants (harpened their weapons of cone 
troverly ; ; the champions advanced to the field of bat- 
tle: the wniverfity, and a {plendid auditory attended 
the folemn decifion, refpetting the powers an4 freedom of 
the human. will. ‘Luther appeared as fecand to his 
friend. | 


Carloftad: micidiouied ee Gree the, Fall, we had noa- 
bility for goad, but what was derived from divine grace. 
Eckius afferted a native power of {elf determining voli. 
tion, to concur with, or refifi the divine operations.— 
The one was the advocate for the foverergnty and efica. 
ey of grace, the oiher for the pone and mee ub of Man UB 
his co-operation. 


A fecond confli& followed beeen Eckius and Lats 
ther, on the authority of the Roman fee over the confeienc. 
es of men. And as was the cuftom of the times, the 
difpute was fharp, and leading to dangerous pofitions, 
Eckius, once the intimate friend, now became the im- 
placable adverfary of Luther, wiitd fought to blacken 
him by every imputation of heretical pravity. Hoff. 
man, the re€tor of the univerfity, and the moderator 
of the difputes, dared nat decide on thefe difficult fub- 
jedts and dangerous enquiries. It became a drawn bat. 
tle ; fo both parties retired from the contelt with moft 
determined adherence to their own opinion, and pre- 
tended triumph over their adverfaries ; and abundantly 
wore diftant from, and embittered againtt each other 
than when they hegan. 


& 
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The amiable and gentle Melan@thon was among the 
auditors of this renowned difpute. He had before ap: 
roved of Luther's feriptural mode of treating theolo. 
gical {ubjeéts, and this great confi confirmed him in 
the rectitude of the pofitions; which Luther maiotgined. 


_ Forever aferwards he ranked on the fide of the reforms 


ers ; though his yielding cemper, his love of peace, and 
fome educational prejudices refpeGing church unity and 


{chifm, led him fomeiimes into concefions injbtions to 


ihe caufe which bé defended. Naturally of a timorous 
{pirit, he dreaded the confequences of divifioh : bur im 


an hour of danger no aian looked death in the. face 


with greater inrep! idity. Hewasa character more fuits 


ed to a peaceable flate of the cha than to buitle 


and coatend in the days of difficulty and turbulence. 


As noble a monument of faihfulnefsin the taulé of 
God and truth had already fprung up in Switzerland, 


Zuinetivs. Though not alike famed with the Germ 
whan reformer, he may jualy: rank his equal in piety, fn 


learning his fupetior. He had from early youth been 
fhocked at the eflablithéd fuperflitions around him, and 
having devoted himfelf to the Churthy he bécan before 
Luther, to explain the fcripiures to the peop'e, and to 
cenfure with great fidelity, though with becoming teni- 
per, the errors of the church of Rome.» His [cieniifie 
attainments and boly converfation commanded the dif. 
tinguilhing refpe& of bis countrymen, and he was early. 
advanced to a ftall in the church of Zurtchy where bis 
exampie was as eminently good as his abilities and Ja. 
bors were confefledly great: The very cautfes which 
roufed the zeal of Luther, aéted upon him ina fimilar 
way, and onthe like occahon. (An impudent Ivalian 
was carrying on the fame fhameful trafic of indulgences, 

sad mcs with as warm an amet in Zuinglius, as Tew 
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get had found in. Luther. | Nor was he a man ofa lefs 
intrepid (pirit, though tempered with greater {el if. com 
mand, and in point of extenfive e knowledge, as it appears 
by his works preeminent. To him Switzerland was 
chiefly indebted for the light of the gofpel ; and his 
vigorous exhortations engagedthe magiflracy to éaft of 
the yoke of Rome, and affert their liberty. 


While thusthe holy flame was kindled. at different 
corners of the! arth ; and the wiles of the crafiy, as well 
as the arm of power employed to extinguifh it, Eckius, 
Gnfariate with rage, haftéd to Romie, and backed with” 
all the influence ofthe Dominicans and the inquifitors, 
carried to Leo his bitter aecufations againtt Luther, and 
ae the necefli#y of {apprefling fo dangerous a here. 
tic by t be papal anathemas, before the cont tagion fhould — 
fpread too wide to admit of aremedy. Leo, too indolent 
torefifl the importunities of thofé who furrounded him, 
and flattered by the confidence of the facility with which 
he might filence this troublefome reformer, figned the | 
bull which fulminated excommunication againgt Luther’s 
perfon, and ordered the ignomintous burning of alt 
this writings. Sixty days refpite only were allowed 
him to abjure, repent, and cait himfelf on the mercy of 
the Pontiff 


Lutber, whom the gentle treatment of Miltitz might 
have won, was’filled with indignation, when this fen 
tence was notified to him ; and having taken a decid- 
ed refolution, he determined to feparate from the Ro- 
mifhi communion, and to doit in the moft public mans 
ner, in order to teltity his contempt of the Pope and his 
authority, whilft he renewed his appeal to the next gene. 
ral council for his juftification. Before the fixty days 
therefore were expired, he fummoned a vat concourfe 
of all ranks, curious to be prefent at fo fingular a cere~ 
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pi aod kindling a fire, he, by thehands of the hang. 
ed to it in prefence of them all, the Pope’s 
facerdotal code of canons and decretals, 
as renoun icing: henceforth all authority of Rome and her 

_pontiffs ; a ftep fuited to bis daring {pirit ; 


‘an. 1520. and wife,asundaunted... Temporiling mea. 


fures were as uncongenial to the man, as 


ill fuited to the obje&t he hadin view. He wifhed to 
roule a f{pirit of refoiute oppofition to thefe tyraonical 
Mandates ; to fhow they might be defpifed with impuni. 


ty: Wailtt by his appeal to a general council, he inter. 


efted in his favor all who regarded ‘that as the fupreme 
judge of controverfy ; agreeable to what had been de. 


cided at the councils of Bafil and Conftance.* Thus. his 
renunciation of Leo’s authority, prevented not his pro- 


felling firm attachment to the Catholic Church, and rea- 
dinefs to abide by the Pe et decifions of an adie 
diced council. 


A fecond bull, as foon as the fixty days net feal- 


-ed the final damnation of the obftinate heretic ; and met 


the fame contempt as the former. indeed fo far from 
intimidating the zealous reformer, it fharpened his re- 


‘fentment, and roufed him to more vigorous ¢xertions, 


torefcue from thefe unchriflian procedures a body of 
ey countrymen, fufficient to ere& a barrier againft 
his ae andto form a church more refembling the 

> model in doétrine, and difcipline, than that 

shiek e had formally renounced. Happily he found 
a nember of the ablefi {cholars, as well as moft excel- 


dent men of the age, ready to join in the neceflary re 


* Inthe Council of Bafil the fupremacy of the Catholic Church 
was eftablifhed. To her decrees the Pope's themfelves were made. 
fabjea, - Po 
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form, to which the weight of Melanéthon’s influ 
ence greatly contributed. The moré the fabje& 
was canvafled, the more the groundlefs pretenfions of 
the papacy were detected ; and the fraads and fuperfti. 
tions of its fupporters brought to light, and expofed to 
the people; who received with avidity the doctrine of 
the reformers, and formed a phalanx around them, 
which defended them"from their bloody purfuers: Nor 
were the princes of the empire, catholic as they were, 
averfe to fee fome of the pontifical claims difputed ; 
while Frederick of Saxory, who had embraced the 
truth, taught by Luther and his, colleagues, afforded 
them ail the proteétion in bis power, without commit= 

ting himfelf entirély as a pariilan. 


An. tsig. Charles the Fifth of Spain, raifed to the 
imperial throne chiefly by the zeal and favor of Freder. 
ic, in oppofition to his competitor Frencis the Firlt, 
King of France, was unwilling to difoblige a friend, to 
whom he was fo greatly indebted, and therefore, though 
hard prefled by the Pope to feize and execute this dar- 
ing rebel againft “authority, Charles, at the requett of 
Frederic, confented, that Luther fhould be judged by 
a German tribunal ; for which purpofe a diet of the 

princes ecclefiaflical and temporal affem- 
AN. 1521 bled at Worms. There the culprit, fenced 

with a fafe condu&t from the Emperor, bold-. 
ly appeared in perfon to plead his own caufey before 
that auguttafiembly. Many of hiv frien''s, dréading the 
encounter ; fearing his own impetaofity would pro- 
“yoke eomity ; and knowing the favuge cruelty of hig 
judges, ready to violate the fafe condua, in order to 
glut their revenge, as in the cafe of Hufs and Jerome, 
diffuaded hia from appearing + but his confidence in 
ihe goodnels of his claims made him: court rather than 


ase itX pry, 
a 


Se 


ge 
Gevr.16.3 THE athens OF CHRIST. ay 


fhun fuch a | public epportunity of pleading the canfe of 
God and truth : and bis courage engaged him fcarlefs. 
ly to'declare, that, “if be met as many devils at 
s Worms, as_ there were tiles on the houfes, they se Nal 
* not deter him from his duty.” 


Yet he charmed his friends as much as be confound. 
e4 his enemies, by.the Grmnefs and temperance of his 
defence. as well as by the eloquence and. force of argu. 
ment which he di'p'ayed on this occafion. Charles, who 


~ was compelled to flatter Leo, fought by every foothing 


carefs and esrneft folicitauon to engage Luther to iudbs 
mit tothe Pope. But when he found bim inflexible, he 


“ menaced him with ali the wrath of Rome and the Em. 


pire. The undaunted champion firmly, but coolly re- 
plied, that “ whenever his opinions were proved erro. 
66 neous, from the word of God, and bis conduét crimi. 
nal again Chrift or his Church, he would afk noth- 
6 ing more to teflify the deepcft humiliation ; but ull 
“ then, noman had a right to cenfure or condemn him.” 
The Emperor, too generous to violate his fafe concud, 
permitted him to depart ; but the unanimous fuffrage of 
the diet denounced the moft condign punifhment on the 
obftinate heretic ; and on all who fhould entertain, 
fupport, or conceal him ; deciding abfolutely, that 
the Pope was the fole judge of religious controver/y in the 


Chriftian world, Atevetfoexprefsly contrary to the 
Germanic liberties and the received councils, as fhock- 


ed many of thofe who would not at all have cared about 
the cafe of fuch an inconfiderab:e individual. 


His kind friend and proteGior Frederic, who dread- 
ed the confequence of Lu:her’s falling into the hands of 


‘his enemies, contrived to way lay him as he returned 


from the ciet; and feized by men in mafks, who were 


4n the fecret, he was carried off to the calile ky W am 
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tenberg, and hid for ten months from all purfuit and dif. 
covery. There he employed his leilure and retirement 
in tranflating the New Teflament, and keeping up ‘the 
{pirit of his friends by letters. His difappearing in this 
fudden manner railed a flrong: fufpicion of his. being 
made way with by his enemies, and tended to increale 
the general odium of the people againft them: whilf 
his eaalbus difciples exerted themfelves with greater 
aGiivicy than ever, in (preading the principles of the ree 
formation; to which the ablence of the Emperor Charles, 
whom his own political engagements called away from 
Germany, greatly contributed. He had indeed at that 
time providentially too many immediate concerns of 
importance to himfelf to occupy his attention, and no 
leilure to arreft the progrefs of reformation. 


Carloftadr, he Fiend and colleague of Luther, during 
his retirement at Wartenberg, took the lead i in the work 
of reformation ; and as its progrefs was rapid, he im- 
proved the advantage of the influence which he had ac. 
quired, and refoived to caft down the images which had 
been fo long the obje@s of popular adoration in the 
churches, and to expel the idolatrous mafs, His own 
intemperate zeal, or rather that of his followers, is faid 
to have occafioned much matter of offence, by pr 
ceeding intoatumultuary a manner. Luther himfelf 
fharply condemned their proceedings ; and unable to — 
lie any longer concealed, while Carloftadt was thus dar- 
ing to oppofe the papal abiiles: he left his hiding places be 
and fet himfelf again at the head of the reformed. 


Some have charged Carloftadt with temerity, and Lo- 
ther with envy at his adiivity, and with jealoufy left he 
fhou'd fapplant him in the public opinion, And noth- 
ing is more probable than that they were men of like 
paflions with ourfelves : we»plead for no faultlefs mon- 
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fters of monkifh perfeGion : but good menas Carlo. 
fad might “expeat to have their zeal branded with 
intemperance ; ard the fpirit of Luther in his retire. 
ment might furely be roufed by a nobler principle than 
envy to return to the work openly, and put his life in hig 
hand. He mizht alfo reafonably fear, that a too pre. 
cipitate condué would injure the caufe which they bad 
equally at heart ; or they might differ in opinion, with- 
 outevil. 1 confefs, I have always honored Carloftadt, 
asa zealous inftrument in ihe reformation; in learning 
he was Luther’s equal, in fome of his opinions — 
the Eucharift, more criptural, and only beneath him 
that commanding popularity of addrefs which no shee 
of that day polehed like Luther, 


During thefe commotions one great char ee which 

ail defired to draw over to their party, con{cious of the 
weight of his influence, maintained a fufpicious neutral, 
sity. Erasmus, whom the keennefs of his wit, the ac- 
cutenels of his genius, and the depth of his learning, 
zaifed to the pinnacle of univerfal admiration, bad. before 
Luther arofe, begun to fharpen the fhafts of ridicule a- 
gaint the monkifh ignorance and abufes ; by his writ- 
4ngs he had greatly loofened the fhackies of blind vene- 
gation for the mendicant tribes, and prepared men’s 

7 minds for the reformation. To him, Luther, Melan@- 
hon, and other reformers, warmly addrefled themfelves, 
He anfwered them with all civility, but with the mot 
‘wary caution not to commit bimfelf as a favorer of their 
caufe ; though he profefled to admit the chief do@rines 
which they promuiged, and to acknowledge the ne- 
ceffity of a reform, to which no man bad more contribut- 

ed by his writings than himfelf. Yet he dreaded 2 
Tupture with the pontiff ; and flattered himfelf the ob- 
jee would be accomplifhe: :d by the neceffity of Ne cafe, 
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without violence. He would have been content with 
fome conce/fions, and trembled at the rude hand of hatty 
reform. His ftudy and books delighted him more tham 
ghe activity of alaoorer in the vineyard : and his tem- 
per indifpofed him from the ftormy ocean, which Lu, 
ther dared to brave. He profeffed a bigh veneration 
for the bold reformer ; and though he fhunned all intt- 
macy that would have expofed him to reproach, he did. 
mot fcrup'e to condemn the injuftice and folly of the 
treatment which Luther had received from Leo; and 
plainly manifefted his apprehenfions, that the enmity of 
the facerdotal tribe, more than any real errors of the 
monk, was the caule of his condemnation. He dread. 
ed alfo that the precipitation of Luther would bring him 
ta an untimely end, as it had done fo many preceding 
witneffes for the truth ; and that the confequences would 
be fatal to the caufe : and prohably the cowardice of 
his own fpirit made him fear to be involved in the dane 
gers which be apprehended. Fle maintained a cautious 
referve on the fabjet of Luther's writings, and though 
he condemned the man, becaufe the church had cone 
demoed him, and cen‘ured the violence of bis proceed. 
ings, he declined anlwering the reformer, to. which he | 
was greatly urged, and left that honor to the Univerfie. 
ties, the Dominicans, and Francilcans, pretending, —_ 
Hingnefs tarob them of the glory. In fact, in ali effen. 
tial doétrines, Erafmus was with the reformers’ ‘sf “an 
faw as clearly the neceffity of correcting the abules 
which prevailed in the Church of Rome. But he was 
a man of a ftudious turn and timid {pirit; and however 
much his mind inclined to one fide , his dread of confes 
quences bent him as much to the other, and kept him > 
falpended between the attraling magnets. Thus, feared 
by both parties, cordially loved by neither, fulfpected 
by all, he ehialiea not the favor a ‘Rome, but was. lef 
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to languifh in indigence ; and he fhared none of the 
glory of refirmation, by meanly fhrinking from the 
¢erofs. A great tan, a good man,an admired man ; but 
not daring to take a decided part, he remained the ‘vies 
tirn of bis oWn cautious timidity. 

Luther's tranflaiion of the bible had now biscutsead 
Vike the fun; through Germany, and cait a flood of light 
upon the benighted minds of men. His works were 
diffufed through Chriftendom. England and the Low 
Countries received valli edification from them. ‘They 
fanned the fires which had been there previoufly kia. 
died, though kept under by the ftrong arm of authorily 
and clerical tyranny: The Saxons, and many of their 
neighbors, had taken the liberty to reform their own a- 
bufes.) Fhe impious mals was abolifhed ; the convents 
evacuated ; and the pricfls chole a wife, a filer, tolive 
in the holy peltdiecbe: marriage, inftead of unnatural and 
criminal celibacy. The chief of the reformers fet the 
example. and were quickly followed by the mulinude of 


} their Drethren: 


A tioft of authors now arofe to ites tele the daring” 
reformer with their arguments, or their inveclives. A- 


| es thele the eminence of his ftation has made the 


ng of England moft remarkable ; gained by the flat 
teries of the Pope and his own clergy, arrogant in his 
nature; cruel, a vraut, aid friend to tyranny of every 
fort, hd could Bear no refiflence to eflablifhed author- 
ity : withal a bigotted Catholic, and only driven by 
his impetuou's and cridifial paflions to quarrel with the 


holy fee, when in compliance with the Emperor it pre- 


fumed to thwart his violence and gratifications. ‘Eng 
land had happily, fince the days of Wickliff, poffe fled a 
precious fegd that was to the Lord for a gene ration 5. 
and the ‘records which remain i in the regiflers of the un- 
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cchriflian and cruel bifhops of that day, demonfirdte the 
frequent charges of herefy » the abjuration of fome, and 


the burning of others, afford compleat convitlion that 


the light bad not been extin@ in our Ifrael. Tenter. 
den; in Kent, is particularly noticed. Even in the 
days of Richard the Second, an at of parliament {peci- 
fies the numerous followers of Wickliff, who preached in 
many places, churches, church-yards, and. markets, with. 
out licence of the ordinary. A moft heretical deed ! 
Thefe continued to afford continual matter for brosling, 
to the bifhops and {piritual courts: and though nothing 
‘could extinguith the light in Ifrael, the faithful few were 
"driven into concealment to avoid the dangers which 
threatened them on deteétion, or if but fulpected, that 


they had Wickliff’s bible intheir houfes,and prefumed to 


fearch the Scfiptures daily. Yet multitudes were found 
approving that great reformer ; and no fooner were the 
‘writings of Luther fent over, than they were read with 
avidity’; and in London, and many other places, pro- 
duced fach manifeft effeéts, as to awaken the vigilance 


and accufations-of the facerdotal tribe, whofe craft was 


in danger : to roufe the alarm of the fpread of herefy ; 
and to call forth the moft vigorous exertions to fupprefs 
its progrefs. The haughty Henry VIII. the ambitious 


~ Wolfey, and the whole bench of prelates,untted in their 


‘Getermination to confume with fire all opponents of pa- 


pal fupremacy : and the King, inthe abundance of hig 


zeal, undertook, himfelf, to write a confutation of Lua 
‘ther’s * Babylonijh Captivity ;? with a defence of the 

~Romifh Church,and the Catholic Faith. This royal vol- 
~-ume, prefented ‘with great pomp to Leo, procured for 
the zealous monarch, the golden perfumed rofe of papal 
benediction ; and the great and mighty utleof Defend. 


YG2is 


er of the Faiths in which Henry peculiarly gloried. An. 


i. 


A 


Genz, {6.] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 33 


Luther, whofe feelings were as keen as his fpirit was 
¢levated, looked down upon the puny, popifh, monar- 
chical champion, and anfwered bim with a contempt 
and afperity, which many condemned. as difrefpeciful to 
Majefty, but which Luther vindicated, . No re{peét of 
perfons, in controverfy, was due to a Rin: more than to 
another man, who dared to blafpkeme the King of kings, 
and to tarnifh the glory of his perfon and gofpel. 

An. 1582. In the midft of this turbid ftate of the 
Church, Leo X. departed to give an account of himfeélf 
to a higher tribunal: and left his fucceffor, Adrian VI. 
to endeavor to compofe a contéft, which his rafhnefs 
and imprudence had fet on foot. 


- Adrian had been Charles's tutor, and a man of fingu. 
Jar probity. He was favored by him in the con- 

_¢lave, and raifed tothe fee by his influence. He faws 
and lamented the diforders of the clergy. .He made 
fome feeble attempts to reform them, The difeafe wa 
too inveterate. Lefs happy,.as he declared, on the pa- 
pal throne, than in his profeffor’s chair at Lavine he 
bore the load of dignity with reludtance, and quickly de. 
volved the burden on one mote fuited to the politics of 
the tiara. 


An. 1523. The Diet at Nuremberg was affembled 
in the abfence of the Emperor, to compofe the diftur- 
_ bances to which the reformation had given occafion. 
Adrian fent thither his legate ; but on his demife,Clement _ 
VI. fele&ted a man moré congenial with his own {pirit, 
the famous Cardinal Campegio; of whom England has 


heard fo much. He breathed againft Luther and his ~~ 


adherents nothing but threatnings and flaughter ; and 

blamed the tardy lenity of the princes, that had negleé- 

¢dto enforce the decifions. of the Diet at Worms. 

They on the contrary, prefented a long lift of thoar 
E 


F , 


“hy 


cr 
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gtievances ; and prohibited all changes in. ecclefiaflical 
matters, till i general council fhould be aflembled to 
decide the points in controverfy. . A general council 
was a word of odious omen in the ears of the Roman 
Hake, and ¢qually dreaded as Luther himéelf. : 


It is painful amidtt the glories of the rifing reforma= 
tion, to secord the difputes which broke out among the 
, reformers themfelves, and greatly retarded 
AN. 1524. their progrefs, The controverly began bez 


Pee sateen Te tween Luther and Carloftadt, about the 


——— eee 


manner in which the body and blood of Chrift were to 
be regarded in the Eucharift. . Though Luther had re 
jecied the monftrous dottrine of tranfubjtantiation, he 
fupported one litle Jefs abfurd; that Chritt was in the 
facrament afier confecration, by a real prefence, as heat 
in iron when ignited. This has received the name con- 
fubfiantiation. Carloftadt embraced the fimpler and 
‘more feriptural idea, that the bread and wine were only 
figns and fymbols ; and in this be was cordially fupporte 
‘ed by the able Zuinglius. The obftinacy of Luther's 
-eharaGter i is indefencible. He claimed the authority to 
dittate, which he was himfelf fo averle to allow the Pope. 
Bitrernefs of controverfy, indeed, ill became fuch men ; 
nor was the fubjc&t of difpute wouthy fuch a conteft ; 

which terminated in a {chifm, unhealed unto this day, 


“Let us drop a tear over human infirmity : learn by ex. 


perience to bear and forbear ; and remember always, 
that the be of mea are but men at the beft-— ; 


Another and mofl grievous fcourge arofe collaterally 
from the {preading light of truth. The peafants, grieve 
oully oppreffed and enflaved, with emancipation from 
{piritual bondage, received a tafte for civil liberty, and 
detetied many grofs abufes of the power of their tyran- 
nical aobles. And who can fa that real oppreffions 
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were at the bottom oftheir jult complaints P Two: fa. 
mous, or infamous fhall f call them, maiccontents, fet 
themfelves at the head of the irritated peafants; and for 
along while walted the empire with fire and fword. Mun- 
fier and Stork were Anabaptilts, and fwayed by popular 
talents the credulous multitude to follow their banners. 
A battle, in which they were defeated, and their lead- 
ers put to death, for a while appeafed the troubies which 
they had oeeafioned, though the feet was not fupprefled 
by the excution of their chiefs, but fubifts to this day. 


3 Luther, at whofe door the Catholics laid every com- 
motion, defepded himlelf victoriouily ; and addrefled 
the infurgents to recover them by argument, in vain. 
The firong arm of power alone could fubdue them. A- 
mong this hott of peafants all were.not fanatic, nor of 
All intentions... Many were deceived by their Jeaders, 
and fought only exemptions from burthens too heavy to 
be borne. As far as religious tenets entéred into their 
views, the abufes ofthe hierarchy made them covet, and 
profefs to feek a purer, and more apoltolic eftablifhment.. 
But, asin all confofions is the cale, when once the bar. 
- rier of authority is caft’down, a deluge of unintended 
evils rufhes in, and defolates the foil, which the refor. 
mers purpofed to improve. Whilft man is the corrupe. 
ed creature the fcriptures defcribe him, it is hardly pof- 
fible but that offences fhould come ; ; the woe remains 
with thofe who give occafion to them. 


AN. 1525. FREDERIC, the Wife, departing tachi 
thefe commotions, left his brother Joun, the fucceffor 
to his dominions, and the head of the Lutheran caufe, 
Frederic had always ated with fingslar moderanon ; 
and though he protefted the fervent reformer from all 
his enemies, he did not wholly break with Rome. He 
hoped by gentle methods to obtain relicf from ail the 
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miferies complained of, without a fchifm being made in 
the Church. John was of a different mind. Senfible 
of the pride and unyielding obftinacy of Rome and 
her DOOR he thought, for the honor of the caufe, he 
could not take too decided a part ; and therefore, by 
his own authority, undertook to regulate all ecclefiafti- 
cal matters within the extent of his jurifdiGion, Lu- 
ther and Melan&hon were employed to draw up a code 
of ecclefiaftical direfiory for Saxony, and its dependen- 
Ces ; and the churches were furnifhed with the mo 
faithful and wife paftors that could be found, in the 
place of thofe who had diihonoréd their facred profel= 
' fion by their immoralities, or Continued jo maintain o- 
bedience to a foreign potentate. Many of the princes 
and free cities followed the example of the eleGor 
John ; ; and thus firft a complete Lutheran eflablifhment 
was ereGed through a confiderable part of the empire, 
and the yoke of Rome broken from their necks, 


But neither the Pope, the Emp¢ or, nor the Catholie 
princes could look on unconcerned {peétators of thefe 
dreaded innovations. Temporal interefts as well as re- 
ligious zeal, rouled them to concert the means of pre- 
- venting the Ipreading eyil. This concert of the Cathe. 
lics, and their defigns, were not hid from the Lutheran 
abettors ; 3 and they refolyed ona plan of union and 
- felf defence, if the neceffin les of the times, and the at= 
tacks of their enemies fhould oblige them to repel force 
with force. Happily, the political fituation of Charles 
the Fifth fufpended for a while the florm which was 
ready to burit ; 3; and each party refted ontheirarms. 


AN. 1526. A Diet held at Spires, where Ferdinand, 
the brother of Charles, prefided, feparated with an agree. 
ment, that every prince fhould order ecclefiaftical mag, 
gers in his own dominions, as he judged bet ; j till a gens 
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eral council fhould be affembled, to decide upon the 
controverted fubje@s. Than this tefolution, nothing 
could be more fovorable to the caufe of reformation ; ; 
which only afked peace and tolerance to pro{per. An- 
other providential circumfance had happened : the 
fears of the Pope having led him to embrace the inter. 
efts of Francis the Firft after the battle of Payia, and to 
form a league againft the preponderating influence of 
the Emperor ; in Italy. On. this, Charles became cool 
in the profecution of the Proteftants ; befieged and 
took the Pope prifoner ; and amidft. thefe confli€s of 
the fuperior powers, the poor proteftants in Germany 
had leifure, and opportunity, to cement their union, and 
ftrengthen themfelyes againit all future ‘oppofition.— 
AN. 1527: 


But Charles had no fooner carried his defigns in Ita- 
ly into effe&, and humbled Clement to fubmiffion, thaa 
he made ‘a treaty with the Pontiff, in which the deftruc~ 
tion of the Proteftants was defigned, and the eftab- 
lifhment of the dominion of Charlesin Germany a 
principal objet. To this end, a fecond Diet was con. 
voked at Spires, where the Emperor caufed the form- 
er refolutions to be refcinded by a majority ; thougla 
they had been before decreed unanimou/ly ; and, ull a 
general council fhould be affembled, he forbad any 
change to be admitted from the Romith eftablifhed relig- 
jon, An. 1529+ 


The Eleétor of Saxony, the Prince of Heffe, and the 


other Lutheran fupporters, nobles and ecclefiattics, per- 
ceived the {nare that was laid for them. If no altera, 
tion was allowed, iill fan@ioned by a general council, 
they faw the eaule of Lutheranifm mutt be defperate. 
They therefore entered their folemn proteft againft the 

xelolution of the Diet ; and refolved to maintain the 
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changes they had made. From this proteft, they have 
¢ver fince, with all who reje@ed the papal government, 
teceived the denomination of Protestants. AR. 


$5 29- 


The Proteftant princes notified to the Emperor, by 
their ambaffadors, the refolutions which they had adcpt. 
ed : but Charles, by infolently arrefting thefe reprelen. 
tatives of their fovereigns, bid them be on their guard 
apainft the defigns formed againft them ; and unite for 

mutual defence, But alas! the differences of opinion 
which prevailed among them, prevented their coming 
to a decifive refolution. And a conference at Mar. 
purg, to fettle thefe differences between the Proteftant 
divines, efpecially on the article of the real prefences 
produced no change in the fentiments of the difputants, 
CEcolampadius and Zuinglius, oppofed Luther and Me- 
lan@thon : and whilf the former refuted all the charges 
laid againf{ them, to the conviction of their opponents, 
in the grand articles of difpute refpeGing the Eucharift, 
there is at this day little doubt on which fide the truth 
was found. But Luther was a man not given to yield. 
All that could be gained, was, to bear with each oiher 
in the points of difference ; and to wait till God, by 
the word of his truth and fpirit, fhould give them ‘clear 
er difcoveries of his mind in the controverted points. 


The Emperor’s approach, for a moment, turned all 
their thoughts to the Diet at Augfburg, which he meant - 
to attend after fo long an abfence. At an interview 
with the Pope by the way, he urged the neceffity of 
calling a general council. But that crafty prelate too. 
much dreaded to commit his authority to fuch an affem- 
bly, and under fuch an Emperor. Clement urged him, - 
therefore to execute upon the heretics, deferved Ven 
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geance, as became a dutiful fon of the Church. The 
matter, however, did not appear to Charles fo ealy. 
of accomplifhment ; and he relifhed not the injuftice of 
condemning men unheard : his diflatisfa€tion, therefore, 
with the pontiff, was as great as Clement’s difpleafure at 
ot feeing the fires for burning the heretics already kin- 
dled: ; yey 


Meantime, the EleCtor of Saxony, to prevent mifrep- 
refentations, and to make the Emperor perfeétly mafler 
of the fubjc& in difpute, enjoined Luther, Melan&hon, 
and other divines, to draw up a clear fummary of the 
Proteftant do€trines! This produced the famed Confe/- 
fron of Aug fburg, ever fince appealed to as the flandard 
of proteflantifm.* In awful fufpenfe both parties await- 
ed the refult of this aflembly, and prepared their forces 
for the conteft, whether of the pen, the tongue, or the 
fword. AN. 1530. > ail 

Mh ees ; By a 

The reformation had by this time made a wonderful 
progrefs on every fide. ip 

Denmark and Norway, under one of the greateft 
monflers who ever fwayed a {ceptre, had received early 
the Lutheran doétrine. It happened to be, politically, 
highly defirable to Chriftiern 11. among other objeéts; 
in bis way to delpotic power, to humble. the clergy ; 
who had engroffed the wealth of half the kingdom, and 
defired to ulurp influence over the whole. To fap tbe 
foundation of their power, he invited Reinard, a convert 
of Carloftadt, and afterwards that 1eformer himfelf, to 


# The Confeffion of Augfourg, drawn up by the elegant pen of 
Melan@hon, confilts of twenty eight chapcers ; twenty one. of 
which are employed in ftating the religious opinions of the pro- 
teRants, and the reft in Rating thofe erross of the papacy which 

‘were the ground of their diffent.’. , 
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vifit him. Thefe laid the foundations of the reformed 
tion in Denmark. Advancing with hafty ftrides under 
toyal patronage, ‘it was alike favored by his fucceffor ; 
and, in the courfe of a few years, the final change was 
accomplithed, and popery, root and branch, overturned 
inthe Diet of Odenlee, in 1539, under the reign of 
Chriftiern the Third, and the miniftry of the celebrated 
Bugenhagius, the faithful difciple of Luther, 


Are. 1527. The great Guftavus Vata, who, Fond the 
depths of the mines of Dalecarlia, rofe to the throne of 
Sweden by the fuffrages of his countrymen, as the juft 
reward of bis patrioti{m not only refcued their bodies 
from the tyrannical yoke of Chriftiern, but their fouls 
from the more dreadful bondage of popery. During 
his conflids with thé Danes for liberty, two noble cham- 
pions, Olaus Petri, and his brother, had fet-up the fland. 
dard of truth in Sweden, and all men flocked to it, 
Fhe Ge:man auxiliaries who came to his help, brought 
alfo the Lutheran faith, and bibles with them. And as — 
the bittereft enemies Sf their country, and the partilais 
of Denmark and Rome were found in the prelatical or- 
der, who poffeffed the chief ftrength, wealth, and poweér 
in the kingdom, after the maffacre of Stockholm, it bé- 
eame abfolutely neceffary to humble their infolénce, and — 
clip the wings of their ambition, before the liberties of — 
Sweden could be fixed on a durable bafis. Vala, whofe — 
intereft exa@ly coincided with his inclinations, encour. | 
aged with all his weight of infkuence and authority, thefe 
zealous reformers : and, on the fetilement of the king. 
dom, the fabric of papery was utterly demolifhed, anda _ 
purer evangelical eftablifhment fixed, through the labors 
of Olaus and bis: colleagues. 


Yet, in Sweden and Norway, they followed a model 
different ia government from the Germanic churches, 
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and preferved the order of bifhops and archbifhops ; 
thougn their enormous revenues were abridged, and all 
their fortified caltles and civil power devolved to thé 
Grown, the proper pofleffor of them. In Denmark, the ve- 
ry name of bifhop fell with their fees, and /uperiniendantss 
with epifcopal privileges, prefided in their ecclefialtical 
councils. That thele changes: met with violent ops 
pofition, may be fuppofed. Men who had to defend 
their dignities; their wéalth, befides the prejudices of 
éducation, did not eafily yield; and often expofed 
themfelves to violence and oppreflion. ~Great altera- 
tions are feldom or ever brought about without very 
blameable aéts of authority in the ruling party. Let no 
man vindicate abufes in the caufe of proteftanifm, whillt 
he pleads again{t them in the hand of popery. * 


An. 1599. The great mafter of the Teutonic order, 
the anceftor of the prefent kings of Pruffia, following 
the example of Luther and the reformers, took to himfeif 
a wife, and fet up the Lutheran profeffion through Prof. 
fia, Magdeburg, and the dominions which he poffeffed 
im the North, — 

-Nor could France avoid the infeflion. Even at 
court, many of the nobility efpoufed the new do€trines; 
and a vaft multitude embraced the Proteftant faith, not- 
withftanding the bitter enmity which Francis I. is faid 
to have expreffed againit it, and which always rankled 
in his heart. _ His political interefts compelling him to 
unite fometimes with the proteftant princes in Germany, 
they engaged him to a momentary reluctant toleration 
of their brethren in France. But his connexions with 
the Pope, and his own inclinations, oftener led him to in- 
du'ge his bigotry, in committing the proteftants to the 
flames, and fuppreffing the profeffion of the gofpel, by 
the moi atrocious acts of cruelty and opprefion. It’ 

F 
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was to efcape the {word of this perfecutor, that the fam- 
ed Calvin, aname. never to be mentioned by a Prot. 
eftant but with reverence, fled to Bafil, where he pub- 
lithed that noble defence of the evangelical dofirine, 
in a treatife called Chriflian Infiitutes, dedicated to his 
perfecutor, and admitted for its latinity, as well as force 
of argument. 


. Calvin was a native of Piccardy ; he .was intended 
for the church ; but, in compliance with his father’s 
withes, applied himfelf to the law. The reigning con- 
troverfies early engaged his attention. He read the 
{criptures with the greateft folemnity and diligence, and 
no fooner examined, than he embraced the doGirines of 
truth.; which he adorned by a converfation the moft ex- 
emplary, and promoted with an eloquence that charmed 
theear, whilft it carried conviction to the heart. Through 
his labors as well as thofe of Beza and others, famous 
in their day, men of renown, the caufe daily triumphed 
in Geneva and through Switzerland ; 3 and threatened 
the downfall of the antichriflian power in the South, as 
ithad already fallen in the North. Nor could any 
thing have prevented a complete revolution, but the u- 
nited force of regal and papal powers, fupprefling, by ev- 
ery atrofity, the fpirtt of enquiry ; and executing, on 
the more zealous profeflors, every torment diabolical 
cruelty could invent. Without this the reign of popery 
had then fallen, and. not awaited its overthrow to the 
prefent day. 

Spain, the moft ignorant, bigotted, and fervile of the 
Roman fee, was penetrated by the light of truth, in 
_ fpite of all the fires of inquifitors, and their watchfulnefs 
to fupprefs the firft approaches of what Rome called 
herefy. It even pafled the mountains, and {pread inte 
many parts of Italy, the very featof THe BEAST. 
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In Switzerland, it triumphed in many cantons. It 
entered Hungary, Tranfylvania, Poland 3 and every 
where produced a plenteous harveft, amidi the bit. 


fine themfelves to the Bible, or arguments’ which they 
found to be impotent ; but every where had recourfe to 
_ tormenis, racks, and gibbets ; the only effeQual fyllo. 
gifms with which they could anfwer the reformers, and 
check the courfe of what they called herefy, The 
Church of Rome tottered from its foundation. Noth. 
ing but the ftrong arm of power, and the intereft which 
the rich and proud had in maintaining its ufurpations, 
Propped up the trembling fabric for a while longer ; till 
the Prous NOE A ac € for its final overthrow, 
: he Ps 
Dee pad ie pap eas girs the Kings 
: ae co the Bealls and fuppreffing by the violence-of pe#s——_ 


* : su 5 | 
| fecution, the rifing flame of the eLOrmieeD ae 
day we hope is approaching for its fall, never pa 


j 
f 


“again, 
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CHAP. If. 


Q@N THE DOCTRINES OF THE REFORMATION, ANR 


, THE UNION OF SENTIMENT AMONG THE RES 
; - FORMERS. 
| Re g ae : 


T thas been. often fuppofed and fuggefted, that the - 
A reformers themfe!ves were at variance on the moft 
important doétrines of the gofpel and, that Luther 
and Calyin differed greatly in the fundamental articles 
of their creed : whereas, except in the matter of Chrift’s 
prefence in the Eucharif, all the eminent men among 
the reformers of that day. coases™ din the fame furda- 
mental truths -—""" Bl aa le oe 
OF God's eternal purpofe and | Rin ats 
gle people, and idlet chepeune ten of 4¢ 
_) Aife and glory blerial. a 2 oy Oiarace re 


: 2. That man had loft all ability to do good, and [rege 
dom of will to choofe it : and was in his nature, as faller 
only inclined to evil. So ee 


3. That nothing ever did or can alter thi 

: k y authe \ r t 

ty of the Fuman heart, but the Holy Chet eee 
immediace agency upon the fouls of men, ee 


4. TYhata finner is,and can be sufi } 

~ inner is, an iftificd by fa 2 
and this not of himfelf; being HG Reel hie hig ‘ 
hend, or receive the things that be of the Spirit, Of 


Geb aid thence He ah ae 
a and therefore, the faith itfeif muft be the gift of 
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5. That merit in creature there is none, norever can 
be. From fit to Jaft a inner mult be javed by grace. 


6. That the vicarious atonement by the one obla. 
tion of Chrift upon the crofs is ¢fletiual, not for the oa. 
Ry called, but for the few chofen. 


‘Thefe things are what the reformers uniformly held; 
as is evident in the conferences at Marpurg, between 
Luther and Zuinglius, Melan€thon and Gecolampadias, 
Ard nothing in the inflitutes of Ca'vin {peaks a ftronger 
language, than the anfwey of Luther to Lralmus, entitled 
De Szavo Anz trio. J fhail produce only one pa- 
Zagraph from it, demonftrative of the one faith, univer 
fally confeffed in all the firft Proteftant churches. Itds 
among our deepelt mileries, and the proof of our fad 
declenfions, that we, of latter times, have departed from 

- the faith once delivered unto ihe faints ;” revived in 
that day in all its primitive glory : and. thanks be to 
God, after long obicurity, again rifing in its brightnefs in 
the prefent generation. May its great ‘Revealer mani- 
feit his own almighty influence, and caufe the word of 
truth to wun and have free course, and be glorified 
throughout the world. 


Erafmus had attacked Luther on the doétrines of pre- 
deflination and grace ; and according to the -prefent 
caut of objeGors, he urged. * What can be more uleleis, 
than to publifh this paradox to the world? namely, 
That whatever we do, is done, not by viriue of our owt 
fre -wil, but in a way of necefity, Ke. Whata wide gap 
does the publication of this inet cpen among men, tor 
the commiflion of all ungodlinefs 2 What wicked pee 
fon will reform bis life ? Who will dare to believe bir. 
felf a favorite of heaven? Who will fight againfi ii 
OWN corrupt inclinations? Therefore, where is elibeg 


9 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF Pen. 33 


the need, or the utility of fpreading thefe notions from 
whence fo many evils feem to flow ? 


To this Luther triumphantly replies, “If, my Eraf- 
mus, you confider thefe paradoxes (as you term them) 
to be no more than the inventions of men ; why are you 
fo extraordinarily heated on the occafion ? In that cafe 
your arguments affect not me ; for there is no perfon 
now living in the world, who is a more avowed enemy 
to the dottrines of men than myfelf. But, if you believe 
the doftrines in debate between us to be, (as indeed 
they are) the doctrines of God; you muft have bid a- 
dieu to all fenfe of fhame and decency, thus to oppofe 
them. I will not afk, whither is the modefty of Eraf- 
mus fled? but, which is much more important, where 
alas! are your fear and reverence of the Deity, when 

ou roundly declare, that this branch of truth, which he 
ae revealed from heaven, is at belt ufele/s, and unnecef- 
fary to be known ? What! fhall the glorious Creator 
be taught by you his creature, what is fit to be preach. 
ed, and what to be fuppreffed ? Is the adorable God fo 
very defeftive in wifdom, and pradence, as not to know, 
till you inftru& him, what would be u/e/ul and what per- 
nicious? Or could not He, whofe underftanding is in. 
finite, forefee, previous to his revelation of this do€trine, 
what would be the confequences of his revealing it, till 
thofe confequences were pointed out by you ? You can- 
not, you dare not, fay this. If then it was the divine 
pleafure to make known thefe things in his word ; and 
to bid his meffengers publifh them abroad, and to 
_ leave the conlequences of their fo doing to the wifdom 
and providence of ltim in whofe name they fpeak, and 
whofe meffages they declare ; who art thou, O Eraf. 
mus that thou fhouldft reply againft God, and fay to the 
Almighty, what doeft thou’ St. Paul, difcourfing of 


Ay. 
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God, declared peremptorily, whom he sai he hardencth : 

and again, God willing to fhew his wraith, &c. And the 
Apofile did not write this to have it flifled among a few 
perfons, and buried in a. corner ; ; but wrote it.to the 
Chriftians at Rome : which was, in effeét, bringing this 
do&rine upon the flage of the whole es ilamping 
an univerlal vmprimatur upon it: and publifhing it to 
believers at large, throughout the earth. What can 
found harfher in the uncircumcifed ears of carnal men, 
than thofe words of Chrift, many are called, but few are 
chofen ? and elfewhere, T ikon whom I have chofen. Now 
thefe, and familar affertions of Chrift and his Apoltles, 
are the very pofitions which you, O Erafmus, brand as 
ulelefs and hurtful. You objeét, if thele things are fo, 
who will amend his life ? J anfwer, without the Holy 
Ghofl no man can amend bis life to purpofe. * Refor~ 
mation is but varnifhed bypocrify, uniefs it proceed 


' from grace. The ele@ and truly pious are amended 


dy the {pirit of God :. and thofe of mankind, who are nor 
amended by Aim, will perifh. You afk moreover, who 

will dare to believe himfelf a favorite of heaven ? I an- 
fwer, it is not ina man’s own power to believe himfelf 
fuch, upon juft grounds, till he is enabled from above, » - 
But the cleat fhall be fo enabled: they {hall be enas 
bled io belteve themfelyes to be what indeed they 
are. As for the relt, who are not endued with fail, 
they fhall perifh ; raging and. ,blalpheming, as you 
do now. But, fay you, thefe dubiranes. open a door. 
to ungoditnels ? 1 anfwer, whatever door they, may Ss 
open to the impious and profane, yet they open a door 
of righteoulnefs to the eleét and hely, and thew them 
the way to Heaven, and the path of accefs:unto God. 
Yet you would have us abftain fromthe mention of 
thefe grand do€trines, and leave our people inthe dark. 
as to their election of God. “The confequence of ee é 
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‘would be, that every man would bolfter himfelf up vith a 
delufive hope of a {hare in that falvation,which ts fuppofled 

to lie open to all: and thus genuine humility, and. the 
practical fear of God, would be kicked out. of daorse 

‘This would bea pretty way indeed of ftopping up the 

sop Erafmus complains of ! Inftead of clofing up the 
‘door of licenttoulnels, as is falfely pretended ; it would 

Be in fatt opening a gulph into the nethermoft hell. 

Sall you urges where is either the neceffity or utiliry of 
greaching predeltination ? God himfe'f teaches it, and 

zommands us to teach it: amd that is anfwer enough. 

We are not to arraiga the Deity, and bring the motives 

of bis will to the tefl of human fermtiay, but fimply to 
revere both him and it. He, who alone is all-wife and 
ali-_jafl, can in reality (however things appear to us) do 
wrong to no mam; neither can he do any thing unwife. 

ty or rafhly. And this confideration will fuffice to fi. 
tence all objeCtions of truly religious perfons. Howevs 

er, let us for argument’s fake, goa ftep farther.  ¥ wilt 
venture to afftzn. over and above, two. very inpoaes 

reafons why thele doétrines fhould be publicly taught ¢ 

; #ft. For the humiliation of our pride, and the manifeltas 
~® ion of divine grace. God hath afluredly promifed his 
Avors tothe truly humble. By the truly humble, | mean 

rhofe who are endued with repentance and defpair of 
‘ving themfelves : for a man can never be laid to be 

truly | penitent and bumple, till he is made to know that 

_ fhis falvation is not fulpended in any meafure whatever, 

en his own frength, machinations, endeavors, free will, 

. er works : but entirely depends on the free slcelares 
- purpole; determination, and efficiency. of another, even 
of God alone. Whilft a manis perluaded that he has 
it in his own power to contribute anv thing, be it ever. 
fo little, to his own falvation ; he remains in carnal cone 
lideace ; he is not a felf-delpairer, and therefore he is 


Cra, 16] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. a 


not duly humbled before God ; fo far -from it, that he 
hofes fome favorable juncture or opportwnity will offer, 
when he may beable to lend an helping hand to the 
bufine’s of bis falvation. On the contrary, whoever is 
truly convinced that the whole work depends finzly ard 
abiolutely on the will of God, who alone ts the author 
and finifher of falvation, fuch a perfon defpairs of feif. 
atliitance : he renounces his own will and his own 
ftrength : he waits and prays for the operation of God: 
nor waits and praysin vain. For the elect’s fake theiefore 
thefe doétrines are to be pteached ; that the chofen of 
God. being humbled by the knowledge of his truths ; felf 
emptied and funk into nothing as it were in his prefence, 
miay be faved in Chriff, with eternal glory. This then 
is one inducement to the publication of the doétrine ; 
that the penitent may be made acquainted with the 
promife of grace, and plead it in prayer to God, and 
receive it as their own. 2d. The nature of the Chriflian 
faith requires it, Faith has to do with things not feen, 
And thts is one of the highef degrees of faith, ftedfaflly 
to believe that Cod 1: infinitely merciful, though he 
faves (comparatively) but few, and condemns fo many ; 
and that he ts ftrictly juft, though of his own will he 
maxes fuch numbers of mankind neceffarily liable 2 
damnation. Now, thefe are fome of the unfeen thin 
whereof faith is the evidence, Whereas, was itin my pow 
er to comprehend them, or clearly to make out how 
God is both inviolably juft, and infinitely merciful, Oe 
withftanding the difplay of wrath, and feeming inequali- 
ty in his di'penlations, refpeainig the reprobate, faith 
would have little or nothing todo. But now fince thefe 
Matt ry cannot be adequately comprehended by us, in 
the prefent ftate of imperfection, there is room for the 
exercile of faithe "The truths, therefore, refpecting pre- 
dellinatisn ia all its branches fhouid be taught and pub. 
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lifhed. They, no lefs than the other my fleries of Chrif- 
tian doflrine, being 3 proper objects of faith, on the part 
of God's people,” 


As I have been charnied my felf with the plainnefs and 
fimplicity of this.teftimony of Luther, I have produced 
it, as the molt conclufive proof of the-fentiments of this 
great reformer. 1 wifh it ferioufly to be confidered ; 
and I appeal to every man of common fenle, whetbet 
any thing can be more explicit, or wards jefs equivocal. 
Indeed I am ever amazed, that any man of learning, not 
to fay common fenfe, can, after fuch plain declarattons, 
difpute what was the opinion of the reformers in the 
Auefburg Confeflion, the Helvetic, or the Englifh. — 
‘That perfons may difpute the truths which thefe con. 
tain may be allowed, and we!come. No man is con- 
ftrained to believe any human articles of faith ; but to 
ee the méaning of the reformers in thefe articles ts 
utterly difingenuous, and unbecoming hatcrary men, 
who have read the hiftory of the times, or the works BS 
“the reformers. I will readily admit, that the do€trines of | 
‘the reformation have very much gone out of vogue. ia 

vallithe proteflant churches as well as our own; but that 
does not at all alter the cafe, or give us a liberty to put a 
meaning upon their articles of faith, the very reverfe of 
or they intended to convey. Bat, /urde narras fabm 
ula. 
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CHAP. IEE. 


x 


FROM THE DIET OF AUGSBURG TO THE RELIGIOUS 
PEACE IN THE SAME CITY. 
im / i : i 


an. JN awful fufpenfe, the contending parties await- 


4530. A ed the iffue of the diet at Augfburz, but very 


ditferently were they affetted. A flight {ketch of their 
fituation may be amufing as inftructive. 


Ciement, the Pope, dreaded a general bolatici kd to a: 
defeat which all his arts were to be employed. He 
wilhed not to’ compromife the dignity of Ars fee, which, | 


haviog fet itfelf above all controu!, would not floop. oe 


to be limited by any fuperiority, whieh thefe affem- — 
blies claimed, and of which the councils of Conftance 
and Bafil bad given him fearful examples ; but he had 


a fenfibility peculiarly his own, as he wasa baftard, and 


might therefore juftly be impeached and degraded, as an 


intruder into the vicegerency of Chrift, according - ‘o 


the canons. 


The Emperor wifhed a general council, the deliber. 
ations of which he hoped to con‘roul ; but ‘he hed all&- 
a variety of particular vicws. He wanted the affiftence 
of the Polen: as well as Catholic eleQors, to defend 
the empire, ard particularly his hereditary dominions, 
which were moft expoled, againft t!e vi€lorious Ottomans, 
wh» had lately befieged his capitalhof Vienna, and though 
defeated, he dreaded their return. But he had an obe 
Je Mill more at heart, to eftablifh in Germany bis pow. 
er, as defpatically, as in his hereditary dominiona, Pg and. 
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to fubdue both Catho'ics and Proteflants to himfeif, which 
coud only be done by deceiving both, and making oné 
the initrument of weakening the other. 


The Caruotic Princes abhorred the reformation ; 
and, zealoufly attached io the fuperfinions of Rome, 
wilhed to prevent all admiffion of the Lutheran t nets 
into their territories, and to reduce the Lutheran princes 
by force of arms, under the Roman yoke which they 
had broken. 


The Protestants, not well united among themes 
felves, faw all their danger, and cndeavored to avert ‘he 
fiorm which they perceived gathering around them, 
They refolved to maintain the fleps they had taken ; 
and to advance the work of reformation which they had 
beguo. But they were in Germary as yet. the weaker 
party ; and in great danger of being crufhed bv the 
weizht of the Emperor and the Catholic pttoces.. Their 
intereft therefore was evidently to gain time: and by 
reference of the matters in difpute to a generalecouncil, 


not likely to be held in the prefent flate of the contend- 


> 


inz parties, to gather ftrengta for the confli@ls which 


threatened them. : 


With thefe feveral views they a!l aflemb'ed at Augf. 
burg ; and the Emperor opened the diet, when the 
#\ugfburg Confeffion was read by Baver to the Emperor 
and Princes, and heard with profound attention. A fim- 
far profeffion of faith was received from the cities of 


a ‘S rafburg, Conftance, Meningen, and Lindau. drawn up 
~ by Bucer; a noble defence of the Provefiant docirines. 


— The Catholics. with the envenomed Fckius at their 
ead, affifed by Faber and Coch aus, produced a re. 
Furation of the Proteftant Confeffion : andthe Emprre 


and the Catholic Princes, with the Pope's legate, de. 


> 
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manded the fubmiffion of the Proteftants to their dough- 
ty champions arguments,. Put as thele carried net ine 
leaft conviction to. their antagonifis, they requelicd 3 
copy of this pretended refutation, tbat they might an- 
{wer it. This was denied ; their obedienceto R: me was 
peremptorily enjoined ; and filence impoled on them 
for the future. Such pre ecedirgs neceflarly increaicd 
their oppofition, ‘They prefented to Charles a reply to 
Eckius and his colleagues, which he objeticd to receive, 
The Proteftants hed therefore only to defend thenicives 
by force, or fubmit to the oppretion, 


When Chorles found them refolute, he h fitated to 
drive matters to extremities ; and an attempt was made 
by conferences between the opponents, to fee if no tem- 
perament conciliatory cou'd be found. Melanéthon, 
too conceding, would have gone great lengths to’ pre- 
went a ruptuie, but dared not yield the great trochs of 
God ; whiill the Papifls urged iheir party to infift on 
terms impothble to be complied with. Thefe were ac- 
cordingly reye€ted. The Hefhan and Saxon Princes 
withdrew.. The Emperor diétated the decree, fuppref- 
fing the chanyes which had been made in religion ; and 
commanded all mento return to the papal obedience, at 
the perl of bis imperial wrath : in the execution of 
which, the Catholic Princes and their party engaged to. 
{upport the Emperor with all their forces, 


AN. 1531. The Protefant Princes now flood upon 
their defence, ard feetig remonftrance in vain, met at 
Sma'kald. and formed a folemn league for the fupport 
of their liberties, in which they earnefily invited all thofe 
to unite, who had call «ff the tyranny of Rome, and 

wifhed to preferve thetr bieihren from being compelied 
to return to the hou‘e of their prifon. Luther was a. 
verle to the way obvarms 5 but the neccfliy of the cale 


yt 
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compelled his confent ; though the bigotry of his fpirit 
excluded Switzerland and the cities, which had prefent- 
ed their confeflion of faith by Bucer, from the league. ; 


The ele&tors of the Palatinate and Mentz, dreaded 
the approaching rupture, which now feemed inevitable 
in the Germanic body; and endeavored to reconcile 
the parties, or at leaft to fufpend the fatal blow. And 
fuch was the Emperor’s fituation, that he was compelled 
to lend a relu€tant ear to the propofal of withdrawing 
his decrees. The Turks threatened Germany, and the 
Proteftants refufed all affittance, till the ediéts of Worms 
and Augfburg were recalled. Nor would they ratify 
the fucceflion of his brother Ferdinand to the imperial 
throne, notwithftanding his majority of votes, but on 
this condition. Neceifity bends the moft obftinate pol 
itician. Charles, to carry thefe two points, was obliged + 
to yield, and leave the Lutherans to themfelves, till the 
promifed council fhould affemble to fettle the differen. 
cesin religion. AN. 1532. 


The great fupport of the Protefiant caufe, the faithful 
Saxon, foon after departed, and left his electorate to his 
fon and fucceffor John Frederic, equally zealous with 

\ his father, but born for adverfity. The peace obtained 
was highly advantageous to the caufe of Lutheranifm, 
which many {tates now openly avowed, who had been 
before reltrained by apprehenfions of the imperial de- 
crees. And Clement, though urged by the Emperor, 
{till temporifing, contrived to fave off by evafions, the — 
alfembling a general council, which he: fo mach dread- 
“ed; and died b:fore apy place could be fixed upon a 
greeable to the feveral parties. AN. 1534. 


During this interval of fufpenfe, events had happe 
ed of the moft important kind, eS 
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Henry the Eighth, after a long folicitation at Rome 
for a fentence of divorce from his Queen Catherine, in 
order to marry Anna Bulleyn, wearied with the tricks of 
the legate Campegio, and the duplicity of the Pope, to 
the great joy of the Proteftants, threw off the papal au- 
thority altogether. The Pope had folemnly promiled 
the hing of France, that if Henry would fend his fub. 
miffions to the holy fee, he would fan@ion the divorce ; 
efpecially as all the univerfties had concurred in their 
fuffrages of the unlawfulnefs of the King’s marriage with 
his brother's widow. But as fhe was the near relation 
ofthe Emperor, and her caufe warmly elpoufed by him, 
the Pope, who dreaded the Emperor’s refentment, and 
had prowifed him to fupport thé Queen, was ih the 
moit unhappy dilemma. Criemenr cared neither a- 
bout the lawfulnefs or unlawfulnefs of the marriage, 
and had as little thought about re'igion in the matter, as 

the King, of con{cience, notwithflanding all his pretend- 
ed {cruples. Impatient at the delays, and irritated with 
the repeated deceptions pradtifed upon him by the le- 
gaies, fent to protraét the affair, Henry thieatened to 
withdraw himlelf and kingdom totally from the papal 
jurifdiGion. Clement would fain have flill temporifed, 
and kept the matter in obeyance; but pufhed hard by 
the imperialifls, he pronounced the fatal fentence of 
the validity of the marriage, with the dire threats of a- 
nathemas, if the King was refraftory. Two days after, 
the King’s fubmiffion, which Clement bad required, 
reached Rome. — It had happily arrived too late, The 
Pope dared not retract, for fear of the Empercr ; and 
Henry was a man of too vio'ent a temper to be ibus in- 
fulted. He withdrew himle'f therefore and tis kingdom, 
wholly from the papal dominion ; and to the great joy 
of his (ubjeéts, efpectally the favorcrs of reformation, 
€ut off all intercourfe with Rome ; which his parlia. 
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ment confirmed ; and conferred on their monarch the 
fapremacy in Church, as well as State, Bat it muf 
pot he imagined that Henry became a Proteftant. by 
ceafing to be a Papift. No, he was exactly the fame 
nrprincipled tyrannical defpot as before, and as di'poled 
to perfecute Proteiiant ay Papiflt, who dared to {werve a 
hair from his deeifions. - 


An. 1593. A King of a different fort, Joun of 
Leyden, figured upon the theatte in Gerniah iy... -He 
was a taylor by trade; and fetting bimfeif at the head 
of a fanatic multitude, feized on the city of Munfter, 
where he eretied what his deluded fuilowers called the 
Wew JrerusaLem, over which he prefded. Hut this 
newly erected throne, eftablifhed in blood and: tumult, 
was of {hort duration; and ended in the capture and - 
execuiton of the monarch and bis minifters ; and the 
difperfion of the rabble which followed him. They 
were of the Anabaptift fect ; at that time remarkable 
for turbu'ence, though fiace fiblidedinia a More peaces 
abie {pirit. 


The Emperor, finding his efforts to ob'ain a general 
council, which would be at all fatisfa@tory to the Ger- 
man Princes, conitant!'y hwaried by the crafty Puniffs, 
refalved to attempt feitling matters bimfelfy in a diet. 
For this end he ordered a conference at Worms between 
Melan&thon and Eckius, for feveral diys; but the d f- 
putants appeared as far from each other as ever: ond 
when affembled afterwards, at the dit which met at 
Ratifbon, no final decifion cold be concluded. The 
Pope by his legate, prop fed Vrent for the place of the 
affemhling the council. The Prote!tant prices objected | 
to the place, as well as tothe papa! claim of fummonis 1g 
the perfons who fhowd: con‘trute that body ; which, 
they complained, wut in that cale be partiai : but, as the 
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Emperor and Catholic princes confented, the letters of 
Convocation were iffued. The Proteftants refufed to 
fubmit; and Charles, who had now fuppofed himfelf a- 
ble, determined to compel them. Both fides prepared 
for battle. Amidft the dio of preparations, the great tea 
former Luther clofed his eyes : deploring the miferies, 
he feared, and exhorting to prayer, patience, and mutu- 
al forbearance, as the choiceft weapons of our watfares 
AN. 1546... ia ye 

He was indeed taken away from the evil to come. 
The council of Trent affembled. The Proteftants dif- 
Glauimed their authority. The Emperor prepared to 
enforce their decrees by arms. The Saxon Elector, 
and the Prince of Heffe, boldly prevented him ; and 
penetrating into Bavaria, were ready to force the Empe- 
tor in his camp at Ingolftadt ; when the treacherous 
‘Maurice, the nephew of the Ele@or, debauched by the 
promife of the EleCtorate, and yielding to the cravings 
of criminal ambition, fell wpon Saxony, and compelled 
John to retire from Bavaria, in order to defend his own 
dominions. Purfued and furrounded in his retreat ; 
deferted by a confiderable part of his army ; and com- 
pelled'to fight at difadvantage; he loft the battle of 
Muhiberg and his liberty together. And Philip of 
Heffe, his coadjutor, perfuaded by his fon-in-law, Mau. 
rite, to caft himfelf upon the Emperor’s clemency, with 
‘promifes of favor, and prefervation of his eflates, was 
detained prifoner, in breach of the moft folemn engage- 
ment; itis fatd, by the fubterfuge of a German word 
inferted in the agreement; which would, if true, have 
Only added the greateft meannefs to the moft perfidious 
condudl. AN. i547. 


_ The Proteftant caufe now, to human view, appeared 
defperate, The Emperor, with an army, overawed the 


/ 
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dict. . Maurice, gained by the Emperor, with the Pro= 
teflant leaders, confented to fubmit to the decifions of 
Treat; what they would be, it was impoflible to doubt. 
But equally vain are counfel and might againft the 
Jord. He can take the proud in their own devices, 
and difappoint their purposes by the very means plani- 
ned for their accompiilhment. 


The plague breaking out at Trent, a few fathers 
went to Bologna, and the reft difperfed : nor could all 
“the remonfirances of the Emperor engase the Pope to 
bring them back again. — Vexed to the heart at thele 
tricks of papal management, Charles refolved to mortify 
the pontiff, by {fhewing bim that he could a& without 
him. He caufed therefore a formulary to be drawn Up, 
fuch as he hoped might be accepted by both parties, 
becaufe the expreflions were fo ambiguous, as that 
each might give it their own interpretation > adding 
fome conceffions to the Proteftants, refpe@ting the fac- 
rament in both kinds, and the marriage of the clergy. 
Hereupon he called a dict, read the decrees which he 
had ordered to be prepared, and without any fuffrage 
of the princes, enalied this as the rule, till a general 
council fhould otberwile dire. Hence this decree re- 
ceived the name of the InreRiM, as it was merely dee 
figned to be a temporary expedient. 


An. 1548. As is often the cafe, what was intended to 
 farisfy both parties, pleafed neither. © The Papifis ex- 
claimed again the authority afamed without. the 
Pope ; the Proleflants. coimplained that all the effentials 
of papery were leftin full force. 


The politic Maurice faw through the defigns of 
Chactes, and his intention of eretting bis fovereignty, om 
the humiliation of the princes. He was glad of an op- 
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portunity of redeeming his credit with the Proteflant 
powers, among whom he flill in profeflion numbered 
hinfeif ; and he was particularly provoked by the im-~- 
prifonment of his father-in-law, the Prince of Helle, 
_ whom he had Bas Uiiaes betrayed, and whom. 
Charles refuled to releafe. When, therefore, on the 
death of Clement, and the fueceffion of Julius, Charies 
had prevailed on the new ponuff to reaffemble the 
council at Trent ; and with his army compelled the 
‘diet, held at Augfburg, to engage themfelves implicitly 
to obey their decrees, Maurice dared to qualify his 
confent with conditions, judged fo derogatory to the 
papal authority, that the Archbifhop of Menta refuled. 
te enter them on the regifler of the diet, 


Meantime, the Proteftants, at the clofe of the diet, 
commenced their preparations for whatever might hap- 
pen. The brave reformers, with Melantthon. and 

Bredtius at their head, drew up their confeffions of 
faiih to be prefented to the council ; and Maurice, who 
merely meant to amufe the Emperor by apparent fub. 
miffron, prepared for effectually refifling his ambitious 
» projects. lor Charles was no more Catholi ic, than it ig 
_ to be feared Maurice was Proteflant ; but intcuded, in - 
the council, which he fuppofed ii prefent uncon, 
trolled power could dire@, not merely to humble ‘the 
‘princes of the empire, and the Proteftants efpeciallys 
whom he moft feared, but alfo to fet fuch Jims to the pa. 
pal jurifdiction, as would prevent the Pope fgom inter- 
fering with, or interrupting his fchemes for fecuring the 
fame defpotic power in Germany and Italy, after which 
he afpired, as in his own hereditary dominions. 


In the midft of this imaginary triumph, and felf con~ 
fident fecurity, the Emperor was furprifed at In{pruck, 
with the fudden approach ofa ee army under Maus 
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ricé ; who had fecretly leagued with him many Gere 
man princes, and the king of France : and rufhed upon 
the unfufpeéting monarch. As he had no equal army 
to oppofe, and was himfelf in danger of being taken pril- 
onery he was glad to obtain his fafety by the PaciFIcA- 
tion oF Passau ; containing a folemn 
AM. 1552. grant of perfeét liberty to the princes, and 
- the Proteftlant caufe. The Inrerim was 
sevitads ; all ediéts againfl t the Lutherans annulled; the 
prifoners fet at liberty ; and all who had fuffered fon the 
league of Smalkald, re- inftated in their honors and pol. 
feflions : : and a certain number of Lutherans admitted 
into the council.chamber of Spires, where jaftice im- 
partial fhould be henceforth miniftered to Proteftants, 
as to Catholics. 


Thus the very man on whom Charles had depended 
for the entire fubverfion of the Lutheran caule, became. 
its firmeft bulwark, and eflablithed it upeR a bafis which: 
could no more be overturned, 


A diet was to be held 10 confirm all thefe concel. 
fions. After various delays i it affembled at Augiburg ; 3 
: and there, afier long deliberations, the equitable condi+ 
tions were adjufied, which received the 

AN. 1585. name of THE RELIGIOUS PEACE. The 
Proteftants were difcharged from all papal 
jorifdiétion. - The fates and free cities were to be una 
molefted, in whatever ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. they 
chofe to form—animofities were to ceafe—no perfecu- 
tions to be admitted on account of religious opinions— 
and, whoever attempted to violate any of thele articles, 
was to be treated as a diflurber of the public peace. 


Oh that men nag always be as realonable, peaceable, 
and tolerant! 
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It is a fingular event, and fupported by ftrong author, — 
ity, that this enemy: of the Protefiants, who had repeat- 
edly brought their caufe to the very verge of ruin, is fap- 
poled to have died in the faith he fo long perfecuted.— 
Wearied with royalty and the toils which had worn him 
down, Charles V. wifhed toend his days in holy retire. 
ment. He refigned his hereditary dominions of Spain 
and the Netherlands, to his fon, Philip, and procured 
the empire for his brother Ferdinand. He had thorough- 
ly been converfant, with the fubjeds in difpute,and im 
the fi'ence of folitude, the abfence of tumultuous engage. 
ments, and the approach of death, the folemn reflections 
upon thefe important truths, which he had fo often 
heard debated, Jed him to different apprehenfions re. 
fpeéting them, from thofe he had before entertained, 
His dearefi friends, and the companions cf his retire. 
mient, were feized by the inquifitors, the moment their 
royal mafler clofed his eyes. His preacher, his contef 
for, his favored bifhop of Tortofa, with many others of 
inferior diftin&ion or domeftics, expired in flames or 
torture, the victims of that bloody tribunal, and of the 
cruel Philip, the unworthy fon and fucceflor of this 
mighty monarch. The vengeance they were prevented 
from inflifting on the mafter, fell on his peculiar favos- ~ 
ites, and {poke the caufe of offence. | 
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CHAP, IY. 


THE PROGRESS OF REFORMATION. 


“E HE hope with which Henry the Eighth had infpir- 
ed the Proteftants, was greatly dilappointed. He 

had feparated from the Pope, but not from popery. 
And though the excellent Cranmer enjoyed his favor, 
and was fupported by him againft his many enemies, the 
eaufe of truth dared not lift up its head. The iron rod 
of power held down every bold fpirit, which prefumed 
to difpute the king’s fupremacy, or infallibility, put as the 
Pope's before... Et is painful to record the ‘tragedies 
erformed by the malignant Gardiner and Bonner, 
whofe compliance with the king’s caprices, fill left 
them power to perfecute to death, thofe who prefumed to 
advance farthee in reformation than his pleafure alowed, 
Even Cranmer often held a precarious exiftence. Yet 
the authority of the Clergy was greatly reduced ; and 
the tranflation of the Bible, by. Fyndal, afterwards a no. 
ble martyr, contriduted to open men’s eyes. Having 
fled his country to efcape perfecution, he finifhed and 
puolifhed his work at Antwerp, and thence. difperfed, 
the copies in England; which wonderfully fpread the 
light of truth. The number of ‘minifters and people, 
who, through the writings of the reformers, had embrac- 


ed the ev angela Slag ne was great: and fome of: ” 


them, as the excellent Bilney, by whom Latimer was 
_. converted, with Frith, and other worthies, fell vi@iims 
to epiicgpal perfecution, and died in flames, | 
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An. 1546. Happily, the death of this —— and 
€apricious monarch opened a more pleafing profpect. 
Edward V1. his fon, though very young, had drank 
deeply into the principles of the reformation, under the 
tuition of the faithful Cranmer, who, during his reiga 
chiefly guided ecclefaflical matters, and filled the fees 
with men of fingular zeal and piety, as Ridley, Latimet, 
and others, The motley mixture of the former reign 
now gave place to amore perfe& reform ; and became 
early fuch, as the Church of England fiill profeffes. 
But the prekanes, who had maintained their atachment 


to Rome ander the former fovereign, and conformed 
with relu€tance to the changes fince efablifhed, waited 


impatiently for a return of the old religion, as Edward's 
feeble healih declined, and promifed a {peedy demife. 
A fhort reign of felicity to the Proteftant caule, was 
fucceeded by the acceflion of the bloody Mary, with 
her popith advifers. Yet, had the caule of truth fo frm. 
ly fixed itfelf in the lands that all the fires kindled sm 
Smithfield, at Oxford, or elfewhere, were unable to 
confume the feed of the faithful ; though’they deftroyed 

many preat and eminent individuals. Cranmer, Ridley, 
Latimer, were configned to the flames; but their blood 
produced a plenteous increafe, 


An. 1553. Mary was a bigot and dupe to the 
popith party. She thought to avenge her mother’s 
quarrels, by facrificing every. protefant to he refent- 
ments ; but the reformation had iaken fuch root as not 
to be eradicated. Though the chief men in church 


-and ftate were generally fwayed by their interefs to em- 


brace the courtly religion, a noble army of martyrs, 
bifhops, priefts, and laymen, chofe rather tog die for 
Chrift, than commit idolatry, ‘and countenance fuperftt- 
tion. Happily for the nation, though thé mifchief done 


b 
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in a fhort time was abundant, God put a period to Mas 
sy’s bloody reign, and the crown devolved on Eliza- 
beth, the daugiter of the unhappy Boleyn. She in- 
berited a portion of her mother’s goodnefs and proteftan- 
tifm, though with a great meaiure of her father’s def. 


potfm. An. 1558. 


- Trenanp, which had long been as the fatellite of the 
fuperior planet, and followed her revolutions, had fhar- 
ed in all the ftruggles and al! the bieffings of the refor- 
tation. Under Kdward, and the excellent Archbifhop 


of Dublin, Brown, the Proteflant caufe had complete. | 


ly gained the afcendant ; though the wildernefs of the 
country Jeft the provinces diflant from the capital. over- 
run with popery. as they are to this day. On Mary’s 
acceffion, the fire of perfecution began to kindle ; but 
mearet concerns at home ¢alt the affairs of Ireland into 
the back ground. At Jaft a zealous Romanift,a Dr, 
Coxe, was dilpatched with a full eommiffion, like Paul, 


the perfecutor, going to Damafcus, to fpread flaughter - 
ever the devoted proteftants. On bis journey, being — 


‘waited upon by the Mayor of Chefter, he could not 


withhold boafting of the charge committed to him, and. 


producing from his baggage a roll; “ This,” faid he, 
tha | lath the heretics of Ireland into obedience.”—~ 

The good woman of the houfe, where he lodged, heard 
and trembled ; but acute in her wits, as zealous in the 
caufe, fhe refolved to play the Doétor a trick ; and as he 


attended the Mayor to the door, and left his boafted 


toll upon the table, fhe whipped up, and inftead of the 
commiflion, fhe put into its place a pack of cards wrap. 
ped like it, with the knave of clubs facing the back. 
‘The door, as foon as the packet was ready for failing, 
paffed into Ireland ; and in all the pomp of an inguil> 
itor; appeared before the lord lieutenant and privy 


@ 
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council at the caftle, ready to enter on his office. The 
fecretary being called upon to open and read his com. 
miffion, he was as much furprifed as the Dofor was 
confounded, to find nothing but a pack of cards, and 
the knave of clubs facing bim. The ridicule of the 
fcene may be eafily imagined. The lord lieutenant 
and privy council could not authorife any proceedings 
without a new commiffion ; and defiring the Dottor 
to return to England, and haften back, he jocularly 
‘faid, that in the tnterim he would fhuffle the cards. 
But before the bufinefs was difpatched, the Queen de. 
“ported to give an account of herfelf to God, and the 
Do€tor was left with the knave of clubs, 


ae could not fail of imbibing the {preading 
contagion. The Scotch, always warlike, and men of 
acute minds, had many at hem returned from the for. 
eign countries, where the reformation had been iniro. 
duced, and brought to their native Jand the books and 
tenets of the reformers. Long had the truth ftruggled 
againft the power and craft of popifh tyranny ; and ma. 
ny a martyr, and many a confeffor confented to go to 
prifon andto deéath, rather than abjure the faith once 
delivered unto the faints. No monerch had yet at. 
tempted to break the yoke, and the prielt- 
AN. 1559- hood was triumphant, till the intrepid Knox 
arofe, ru#e as the bleak climate which gave 
ins birth. Having formed with Calvin, at Geneva, 
the {trifteft fiiendfhip, and adopted all his opinions ref. 
pecting church government, he returned to his native 
Jand ; and with his rough eloquence, and herdibood 
that knew no fear, be bore down all oppofition, ove,turne 
ed the whole popilh hierarchy, and eftablifhed the Pref= 
byterian government fn its ftead, to which the church 
of Scotland fill adheres. 
I 


bs 
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Tae Bercic Provincss being nearer the fcene of 
aftion, carly received the light of gofpel reformation 3 
aad none fuffered more feverely for their adherence to — 

the faith. than that afflicted country. The obdurate 
bizot. Philip, refolved to extirpate ail who refufed fub- 
seg to Rome. The bloady inquifition was fet np in 

the provinces ; and the more cruel Duke of Alva,* his 
general. poured out the Protefant blood as water on 
‘every fide. Revot agatolt this oppreflive dominion, 
rent the provinces in twain. A part defied their ene- 
mies; and, in a war, of which we have but few exam- 
ples maintained their liberttes, and triumphed at laft o- 
ver their perfecutors. ‘ihe Dutch republic, under the 
famous William of Orange, flood as high in majelty a- 
giinft the humbled Spaniard, as they were diftinguifhed. 
for the purity of their religious faith and pradlice. Hew 
quantum muéatus ab lo! The prefent change Is as de= 
grading to the country, as afflictive to the mind of ev. 
ery true Proteftant. May a phoenix rife frouy the afhes, 
and her youth be renewed as the eagle’sy 

* ; ¥ ‘ 

Spain, and the Spanifh dominions in Italy, had re- 
ceived the beam of reformation. The verv doétors 
brought by Charles the Fifth tocombat Luiher, caught 
the fire fromehis lips, and carried back to their country 
the herefy they came to fubdue. — But there the bigoted 
monarchs, and fuperflitious clergv, fiercely fet all their 
engines at work to fupprefs the hated innovations ; and . 
afier torrents of blood-fhed, by martyrs innumeras. 
ble ; tortures. rac’'s, ana ait nite prevailed to extinguifh 
“the fume. The light of truth was clean put out, and 


res 
* tis computed that thisunrelenting perfecutor deftroyed by 


wari as modes of torture and death, pot lefs than aa ges ies 
thoufand inaocent proteitants. 
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ob{cure darknefs has there reigned evcr finee, with de- 
baling fuperftition,. bey on dithat of any ober coumry, 
I include’ Portugal, where | the fame fieps, under the 
fame monarch, produced the fame miferable effeets, to 
the ut er fubverfion of all gofpel grace and truch. 


ss The Spanifh dominions i in Italy fhared nearly the 
fame fate ; and though Naples would not admit ihe in- 
quiition, the perfecution of the reformers was equal: y 
inveterate. The brave “chino, and the excellent Pe, 
ter Martyr, exeried their zea) and eloquence ; : not quite 
in vain, but without being able to effect a nanonel 
change. Compelled to fly for their lives, ihey took ref. 
Ugein foreign lands, and watered the garden of flran- 
gers with the dew of that heavenly wifdom, which their 
aoe cavemen prevenicd from dropping on them. 
elves 


Through all regions under papal jurifdiion, every 
effort of craft and ciuelty was employed ; and from 
the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, the name of Prot. 
ellant exterminated. 


Thus ftood the account, at laft, bracen Proteflants 
and Papifts in Europe. Peumark, Norway, Sweeny 
Brandenburg, Praffia, Engiand, Scoiland, Ireland, Hol. 
land, all ProteRant governments; Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
the Belvic Provinces under the Spanifh yoke, all papal. 
Germiny, with its yall dependencies divided, and near- 
ly potfed in interefl between both, every tate having a - 
mixture of its opponents ; in fome tob-rated, in v thers 
perfecuted. Switzerland divided, but the prepondérat- 
ing weight, and greater numbers, Proteffant ; and 

aod France, more than once on the eguillorium, re ody 
to Change its dominant relicion ; and az laft returning 
to the houle of bontage. though with millions of its 
Anbabitants frm in the Protefiant faith, 
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The numbers were flill on the fide of the Catholics, 
and their union under one vifible head, greatly in their 
favor, politically fpeaking ; whilft the Proteftants quick= 
ly feparated into two great bodies, befides other fub.di. 
vitions, at the heads of which were Luther and Melané&. 
hon on the one band of the Aug /burg Confeffion, and on 
the other, of the Helvet.c Confefion, were GQucolampadius 
and Calvin. Thefe alfo were pretty nearly balanced. 
* Inthe north Lutheranifm generally prevailed. Den. 
mark, Sweden, Norway, and the far larger part of the 
German Empire, followed the Augfburg Confeffion ; 
whilft the Briuth iflands, Holland, Switzerland, Geneva, 
France, and many eftates of Germany, adopted the con- 
feffion of faith, which hath fince obtained the name of 
the reformed, or Calviniftic, ee 
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CHAP. V. 


ON FHE LEARNING AND HERESIES OF THE TIMES. 


HE general confi, which now agitated the Chril 

tian world, coutrbinted exceedingly to fharpen the . 
ingenuity of the combatants ; and to excite the greateli 
zeal of enquiry into every branch of knowledge. And, 
as fuch feafons pecu iarly roufe and bring forth the latent 
fpari's of genius, which would otherwife hie dormant and 
unno'iced, never was there a more vivid light of learn= 
ing dilplayed, anda greater number of men of the fir 
abiliues produced on the theatre of the world. Every 
where feminaries, and univerfities were endowed, erett« 
td, enlarged, and the numbers’ of fludents immenfe. 
The mode of tuition alfo in all Proteftant countries he. 
tame amazingly improved ; and all the fciences as well 
as theology, placed on a different footing.  Ariflotle, 
though ftill prevalent in the {chools, was controlled 
from exercifing his former defpotic rule, by the good 
feafe, the enlarged views, and the found divinity of 
‘the times. The ingenious Ramus, in France, introduced 
a different method of reafoning, which exafperated the 
old partizans of the Stagyrite*: and Parace'lus began te 
open the road to the higher progrefs of experimental 
philofophy, by bis refearches into the firft elements of 
bodies, by fire, and folution: though fill tin@ured 
with the follies of magic and alchemy, yet his chemiliry 
led the way to all the noble improvements which have 
fince been made. 

secret am, 


* A name given to Ariftotle from the country of his nativity. 
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The immenfe impreffions of ancient Ashlical Writingsy 
through the indefatigable labor of editors; and the hap. 
py invention of printing, fpread a general diffufion of 
knowledge and love of the belles lettres through all the 
mations ; efpecially thofe who were reformed; wheie 
fcieace of every fort was peculiarly cultivated ; and, a= 
bove ali; fcriptural knowledge was purfued with fingular 
avidity. Notonly was the Bible now in every hand, in 
their native tongue ; but che comments and expofitions, 
critical ani practical of the reformers, excite the appro- 
bation, and continue to promote the edification of the 
prefent day, however highly advanced in all the attain. 
ments of criticifin and literature. I will only mention 
the Comment of Luther on the Epiftle tothe Galatians, 
as an enduring monument of found divinity, and bib. 
lical erudition: and the Inftitutes of Calvin, equally 
admirable for their latinity. But the freedom of enquiry 
“now introduced, in miads untaught of God, and: riling 
on the flilts of vain imagination to a wifdom “ana what 
is written, was naturally produgive of. verv fearful con. 
fequences. Science, when, under the controul of faith, 
and bowing before revelation, it prefume s not to intrude 
into the thi ings it bath not feen, isa blefing to the 
Church, and highly contributive toevery thing which 
is excellent and of good report. But where men, viins 
Jy puffed up of their flefhly mind, fuppofe that wifdom 
of man which is foolMhaefs with God, and éhat in‘els 
Jet, which is darkened through corruption, capable of 
deciding refpeGting truths above our apprehenfion, 
though inp'ying ne contradiétion to the trueht reafon, 
then error and dlafphemy come in like a flood. Reve- 
Jation flands at their bar as a culprit, becaule, challeng. 
inz imp/ivit fubmiffion, which they are indilpofedto pay 
and ever, thing myfterious mnt pafs through the ors 


deal of their philofophy, and be rejected or admined,. 
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only as it accords with, or differs from, their aii 
infailib e reafon. Hence arole a numerous holt of anti. 
ehritian doctors, who are flill incieafing ; and threat- 
ening us with as fearful a deluge of falfe philofoph: » to 
overwhelm the Chriftian name, as before it had been 
menaced bv fuperfliiton and popery, Helvetius, Vol- —~ 
taire, Rouffeau, Hume, Gibben, and all the infidel tribe 
of thts day, are but the fpawn of Pomponatius, Bodin, 
Rabelais, Montaigne, Bembo, Bruno, Taurellus, and a 
multitude of others, whe then treated all relicion with 
contempt and ridicule, and, infinvated, that Chriffianity 
deferved no more relpeét than Paganifm or Mahome- 
difs ; and was but a cunning fable invented by priefts 
to enflave the minds of the credulous. Thefe acute 
geniules, indeed, did not always agree in the extent of 
their difcoveries : fome were difpoled, as. the followers 
of Socinus, to allow the Chriftian Savior a name among. 
the fages deferving honor 5 others ridiculed the impof- 
tor, and turned his miracles into contempt: yet they 
profe fled veneration for a Supreme Being, and fuppofed - 
there might be a God; whiift the more advanced in 
fcience, doubted his. ees) being or exiffence, and pro- 
ceeded to the fummit of human wifdom, to know exadi- 
ly (what the fool or wicked man wifhes, and faith in his 
heart) that ‘there is no God.” France, eminent in 
that day as in our own, fingularly took the lead in this 
happy difeovery, hid from ages and generations : yet, 
for a long while bending the neck under the yoke of 
authority, fhe dared not, tiil of late, aflert the reign of 
liberty and atheilm. 


“Bat let it be remembered, that learning is no more 
to be blamed for its abufe, than tie fun for the venom- 
ous and p ifonous repules hatched by his fervid beams. 
The revealed truths of God, fo far from fhunning invef- 
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tigdtion, call for the moft accura'e enquiry tnto thetr nae 
ture and evidence, and approve themfelves to every 
asan’s confcience in the fight of God, whom fin hath 
not enflaved, and taught to rejeGt what he dares not b. 
hieve ; and where {cience, faifely fo called, hath not 
prejudiced the mind again{t evidence, abundantly more 
conclufive than any upon which the tofidel buids his 
awn fyflem of religion, or no religion. The rationatifts 
are miftaken if they think wifdom fhall die with them, 

The Gimpliciity which is in Chrift will carry convice 
sion of the trath to the heart, in defiance of all its open 
ee Infidious enemies, and more dangerous, though pre- 
tended philofophic friends. Jt ftands not rn the wildom 
of man, but in the power of God : and as many as are 
erdained unto eternal life, believe to the faving of their 
fouls, Wath regard to all the reft, their evil heart of 
anbdelic fis departed from the living God, and * How 
then,” faith Gbrift, “can ye believe 2” 


We 
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CHAP. VI. 
oN THE ACCESSIONS TO THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 


I Furope fearcely any people now emiearaente 
had not affumed the outward profefiion of Chrillian- 
ity. kven in Finland and Lapland, thinly fcattered a- 

midi their molly mountains, and everlafting low, the | 
inhabitants received from fome zealous Swedith mif- 

fionaries the gofpel light:  Itis_ feared that fome few 
continue in heathenifm unto this day, or with fuch a 
tinge of Chriftianity only, as fcarcely forms a fhade of 

difference. In thefe inhofpitable regions, magic and 
witchcraft have taken their lalt refuge. 


But a valt field opened for the diffufion of the weed 
of truth, in the difcoveries made in both the Indies. 
The Seaniards and Portuguefe, eager to extend the pale 
of popery as well as their own dominion, not only 
{pread thefe by fire, fword, and ioquifition, but enlifted 
aunder their mifhionary Gunners regiments of friars, black 
and white, Francilcans and Ao nioians ; and above 
all the reft, the newly inflituted and more 
fpecious company of Jef i who penetrat- 
ed into the depths of America, Aftica and Afia, and en- 
deavored to ercat the banner of the Crofs in China and 
Japan. Nor were their labors without the appearance 
of vaft fuccefs, however the religion which they taught 
was far removed from the truth as it is in Jefus. To 
me indeed, and thofe who think as 1 do, it will be a mat. 
ter of doubt, whether the difciples of a ‘Xavier, or, the 
converts of Loyala and Dominic, with their pariizans 
of the Romith fuperftition, fhould be admiued among 


AN. 1556. 


% 
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the number of Chriftians ; or their labors he thought 
to have contributed to the promotion and furtherance, 
or the difgrace and hindrance of the true religion of 
Chrift. Certain it is, that the methods thefe men pur~ 
~ fued tended much more tomake difciples to themfelves 
and the pontiffs of Rome, than to form the mind to the 
"reception of evangelical truth, or the heart to the love 

and fervice of a reconciled God. And the zeal of thefe 
apoftles, fiercely as it burned to make converts to their 
opinions, burned more fiercely in inquifitorial flames, ae 
gaint all who wifhed to worfhip God in the way they 
called herefy, and oppofed their falfehood and perverfion 
of the doétrines of the gofpel, as well as condemned 
their idolatry and fuperflitious pra@ices, as fubverfive 
of its moft fundamental principles. 


A feeble effort was made from Geneva, to fend mif. : 
fionaries to America, among the poor untutored In. 
dians : though no fuccefs appears to have followed the 
attempt. The fettlements of the Englifh in North Aj 
_ Merica, at the latter end of the century, laid a founda. 

tion for a happier iffue ; and opened that great door and 
effectual for the preaching the gofpel which hath fince 
been attended with fuch abundant fuccefs, Yet it muft 
not be concealed and ought forever to be lamented, that 
fettlements made with commercial views, however ulti- 
mately the means of introducing the true religion, have | 
ufually commenced with aéts of oppreffion highly inde- 
fenfible ;. and with the ereGion of a dominion in lands to 
which the invaders had no juft title. . God can indeed 
bring good out of human evil, but che evil is not the 
lefs, becaufe of the providential benefits uliimately re. 
fulting from the commerce or conquefts of wicked 
men. ) 


* 
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CHAP. VIL. 


ON THE PROGRESS OF THE TRUE CHURCH. 


HEN the reformation became eftablifhed, the 

different nations profeffing the Chriftian name 
divided : three great bodies, each claiming to be the 
true Church, and in general exclufively fo, compoled the 
Chriftian world. The moft ancient, the Greek Church ; 
the more modern, the Latin or Weflern Church ; and 
the late vaft rent made from it, now diflinguifhed by 
the Proteftant Church. As my objeé inthis account, is 
the Spiritual Church of Chrift, and not the formal and 
nominal one, which under pomp, ceremonies, and fu. 
perftition had fimothered all vital godlinefs, my chief at- 
tention will be confined to the latter. Nor therein fhall 
I prefume to find a general body of real Chriftians ; far 
from it. The faithful were ever few. The Proteftants 
themfelves, as a body, were only in name, what their 
confeffions of faith fhould have led them to be in reali. 


‘ty ; and therefore among them, as ever before, the 


Spiritual Church muft be followed by the traces of the 


C€rofs under which it groaned, and the reproach of 


Chrift, which ever refted upon the difciples of the Son 


of God ; as it muft forever do on thofe, who, holding 


up the word of light, in its purity, and adorning it by 


a converfation becoming godlinefs, upbraid their fellows 


for their hypocrily, and dereliction of the princip'es, 


which they have profeffed; bearing witnefs to their 
deeds, that they are wrought in darknefs : and thus as 
fharply condemning unfaithful Proteftants, and apoflaies 


eat 
oS 
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fram the gofpel, as the idolatries of popery, and the dee 
bafements of faperilition. 


SECT. I. 
THE GREEK CHURCH. 


‘HIS eldef& branch of Chriftianity ftill fabGits, 

though reduced by the Mahomedan power to the 
loweft diftrefs ; and deprived of all its former {plendor. 
Every attempt to form a union with, or rather to obtain 
a {ubmiffion to, the Roman pontiffs, conflantly failed : 
and ended ufually in mutual anathemas. ‘After the 
taking of Conftantinople, the glory of her patriarch 
act: greatly, and his dominion was ‘equally reduc- 
ed ; though he fill exercifed fome authority over the 
other three great patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, 
and Jerufalem, Ruffia, the prefent chief member of 
his communion, has long withdrawn herfelf from his o- 
bedience, and is governed by her own patriarch, who 
acknowledges no dependence on Conftantinople. ° His 
nominal dominion, however, is ftill wide, extending o- 
ver all the Eaft, Greece, the ifles of the Archipelago, 
Walachia, Moldavia, and reaching into Poland. But 
the very abaled ftate of the Greeks, their i ignorance, fu- 
perftition, and total abandonment of all that can be 
reckoned worthy the name of Chrifiian, renders their 


hiflory little interefting, where the objett i is the enqui- 
ry into the living Church. 


ae 
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Pas at: divifions, that have been Sevionth before, Rill 
fublitted in the eaflern church. The Neflorians, and 
Monophyfite Chriflians had their independent patri- 
archs, not - under the ‘Conftantinopolitan jurildiction 5 ; 
and if any real religion fubfifled it was probably to be 
found among the Neflorians, who were {aid to be neith- 
er fo fuperftitious, nor fo much loaded with rites and 
_ Geremonies, as their brethren. The Jacobites, Cophts, 
Armenians, Abyffinians, and a yariety of inferior leets, 
were branches of one orother of thefe greater fetts. 
They bad. their own convents, bifhaps, and paftors, e= 
qually jealous of their jane ears and | fear in gen- 
ral far from every thing which could deferve the name 
of real godlinefs. The Romifh mifhionaries have ex- 
erted their endeavors to bring over all thefe various 
fe@laries to the church of Rome ; and have, by infla- 
ence and money, prevailed on fome congregations to 
make profeflion of obedience to the Roman pontiff = 
on which new bifhops and patriarchs have been pomp- 
oufly created to fill thefe Romifh fees, under an idea of 
his recovered dominion. Butin general it hath been 
an impofition ; and the converts to Romanifm only held 
in Jubjetion whillt the erale epcraied, of poverty Te 
“ceiving fupport. 


As impotent have been he efforts of Rome to obtain 
dominion over the rifing nation of the Ruffians : all 
attempts in the iffue proved abortive ; and have for a 


_ Jong while been abandoned. 


>) Whatever dignity ‘or prerogatives are ftill preferved 

to the patriarch of Conflantinople, he is obliged to pur- 
chafe tiem dearly of the Turkifh vizier. And though 
an eledtion to that high office is made by the adjacent 
bifhops, yet through the ambition of fupremacy, tempt- 
ing thefe bafe ecclefiaflics on one hand, and the avarice 
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of the Turkifh rulers on the other, the changes are fre. 
quent, and the fee goes to the beft bidder, who is fome- 
times hardly enthroned, before he lofes his honors and 
purchafe money, to be difplaced KS fome other bifhop, 
who can bribe higher. Baliye 


The flate of contempt, oppreflion, and ignorance into 
which they are funk under the Mahomedan government 
is deplorable ; and the corruption of manners among 
their priefts and people awfully univerfal : tenacious on. 
ly of their miferable forms and ceremonies, in which all 
their Chriftianity confifts, and ftrangers alike to the gof- 
pe! do€trines, and the purity of godlinefs. The lateft 
accounts of the Abyflinian church, by Bruce, hardly 
manifef’ a ray of true Chriftianity remaining. And 
Raffia even now, has fearcely emerged from the com~ 


mon fink of ignorance, intemperance, and fuperftition. 


_ ‘The Lutherans at firft attempted to form a union 

with the patriarch of Conftantincple, and the wife and 
gentle Melanéthon fent their confeffion of faith to him. 
But alas! the pride of Greece was jufl as great as the 


pride of Rome; and coalition with the fuperftitions of 


the one as impra€ticable as with the other. Since then, 
i believe they have been left without farther application, 
ta the enjoyment of their own faints, relics, dignity, pove 
erty, pride, and ignorance, 
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THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


pH ees arm of popifh power and dominion was 
cut off by the reformation. Every attempt to re- 
gain their loft authority has proved abortive.- Thou- 
fands upon thoufands have fallen by the {word of war, 
and the inquifitors ; but the fatal blow was firack, and 
though every effort hath been made to heal the deadly 
wound, it was incurable ; and Rome now feems haflea_ 
ing falt to final deftruCtion. 


Yet the pontifical fee remained eminent in power, 


wealth and dignity ; and lorded it, though not with fuch 


-defpotic power as before, over the nations under its o- 
bedience. A new mode! was formed for the political 
management of its interefis; and though none of its 
pretentions were abated, a general council was flill fup- 
pofed by many to be paramount over all the Chrif. 
‘tians inthe Roman pale. However, the infallibility of 
the holy fee.became better fecured by a previous con- 
fulration with the principal cardinals, in matters of re- 
ligious controverfy ; which prudence now. made necef- 
fary, before any bull iffued. A variety of feporate ¢on- 
gregations were eltablilhed, for different branches of bu- 
finefs, among which one for relics is not forgotten; that 
all matters might be tranfacted with the profoundeft pol- 
icy, and occafions prevented for Proteflant accufations. 
And in thefe congregations many. things were carried, 
N/a ie in oppofition to the opinion of the infallible 
cad, 


~ 
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The monarchs of Europe gained greatly by the refor. 
mation. The fulminations of the pontifical fee loft all 
the momentum, that had before made the flrongeft Co- 
loffusto tremble. It was feen in the cafe of the Eng. 
lifh King, how dangerous,it wads to provoke thofe who 
could foeafily avengethemfelves. And therefore the pon- 
tiffs cautioufly contented with affuming the fame power, 
made a virtue of their clemency in tot exerting it. As 
they could proceed no longer in the way of open war, 
it became more needful to provide fecret, but mighty a- 
gents to prop up the pillars of their tottering throne. 
‘The mendicant tribes had rather fallen into difgrace, and 
fome of their branches had given much vexation to the 
holy fee, as the Fratricelif, Auxiliaiies were wanted, 
who fhould unite learning zeal, and genius, with the 
moft devoted {ubmiffion to Rome and her pontiffs ; 
whofe abilities might introduce them into the cabinets 
of monarchs as confeffors ; whofe feience might difpel. 
ignorance from the fchools ; and whofe unlimited obe- 
dience might render them propert tools, to fpread as 
miffionaries, the Roman fapremacy, through the old 
world and the néw : exaétly fuch were found in the or- 
der of Fefuits. The fanatic, but intrepid Loyala was. 

‘their founder ; and the Roman fee adopted 

AN. 1550. them with’ ebadi Al affeétion, z as its devoted 
fatellites ; impofing on them, among other. 

common vows of obedience, poverty, and chaftity, an 
additional engagemenz, “ to batten without hefitation to 
any part of the earth, and for any purpofe, which the 
pontiff fhould enjoin them.” For this end, a choice {é- 
le€tion was made, of the moft ingenious, the moft learn- 
ed, the molt adroit, and the beft {killed in mechanic arts, 
as well as mathematics, painting, and philolopby. Their 
zeal ahd aCtivity roufed the lumbering Francifeans and 
Dominicans to jealoufy, They buckled on thei armor 
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afrefh, and fharpened their weapons to conteft the palra 
of victory with their brethren of the new fraternity ; and 
in nothing yield to them in devotion; and loyalty to the 
holy fee. 


The accommodating manners of this new order ; theft 
profound diffimulation ; their artful infinuation into thé 
courts of princes, and the fecrets of men; their penes 
tration in the difcovery of the beft means of effeéting 
their purpofes ; ; and their eafinefs in relaxing the fever- 
ity. ‘of penance and morals, according to the rank of the 
penitent ; foon procured. them univerfal preference. 


JAIL the malice and envy. of their bréthren, though ex. 


erted to bring théni into fufpicion, and to diminifh their 
influence, was abortive. T he favor of Rome, but much 
more their own policy and cunning, preferved and in. 
éreafed the credit of the order, and raifed it to the fum- 
mit of eminence, above all their fellows ; an eminence 
they long maintained : and by their adlivity and artifice 
fupported and enlarged the bounds of the papal jurife 
diction; 


Ye in the vigor “of youth, ‘and the zenith of their 
profperity, the good archbifhop of Dublin, Brown, ven. 
tdred to pronounce their doom with a precifion ap~. 
proaching prophecy... After fpeaking in his fermon of 


. the wondrous progrefs the fefuits were making in the 


world, and which theif very conftitution. was formed to 


| Produce, he adds, but, “God hall fuddenly call off 


this fociety, even by the hand of thofe who have moft 
faccoured them, and made ufe of them, fo that at the 
end they fhall become odions to all nations. They 
fhall have no refling. place upon earth, anda Jew fhall 
have more. favor than a Jeluit.” “The appointed time 
came. The Roman power itfelf is humbled to the 
éufly and to this nothing more has contributed than the 
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defiruBion of this very order by. the papal fee a 
AN. 0979 7 3. 

A variety of other belo foe whofe names I fhall 
only mention, without their particularities, the Thea 
tines, Barnabites, Fathers of Somafque, Prefs of the Or. 
atory, Sc. all profelling to revive the ancient fanclity of 
manners, and to exhibit a purer model than the debafed 
‘flate of the monaftic orders, and the clergy in general 
‘afforded. . This decline was a favorite topic of the re- 
formers. Indeed their rebukes, 1 may call them invec. 
tives, roufed the whole facerdotal tribe to a greater de. 
ceacy of condua@. The inferior clergy at leaft, put on 
a face of gravity, and external fobricty and ferionloels ; 
“and the diicrent orders entered upon various reforms ; 
a proof how much they were needed. Hence arole. 
the new branch of Francifcans, who adopted the rigorous 
rules of St. Francis, and bear the name of Capuchins 
from the additional cowl added to their habit ; which 
innovation offended highly many of their brethren ; but» 
was confirmed by the Pope, and continues the. badge 
of their order. | ._ 


So farindeed the church of Rome itfelf highly profited 
by the reformation. The honor of their yocation, and 
the defire eo remove the reproaches of the Lutherans, 
produced much more beneficial effe&s than all the can. 
ons of che council of Trent. Nor lefs did the fame 
caufe operate, in limulating them to excell in litera- 
ture ; wherein the feluits fet an admirable example. 
ladefatigatie i in purfait of knowledge themfelves, they 
became the preceptors to others, in ail polite literature, 
as well as theological hearning. Szill adhering however 
te Arifatelian fubdleties in difpute, in order to puzzle 
adyerlaries, whom they could not confute. “Heace | 
the Romith charch fucaithed a holt a cnnu high i in res 
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putation for attainments in Icience of every kind. And 
thus they were as much indebted to the reformation, 
for the revival of literature, as for the amendment of 
their morals, 


Vet this amendment stiee ecuched the inferior than 
the fuperior clergy.. The popes themfelves, though 
more decent in general than before, continued many of 
‘them to difhonor the high ftation in: which they were 
. placed, and fhewed themlelves as much beyond fhame 
gs above controul. In the beginning of the CENUTY, 
Pius the Third, had, befides other atis of alrocity charg 
ed upon him, raifed bis two baftard fons, im their infancy, 
to be cardinals. And his fucceflor, Juzrus the ‘Lhird, 
was no fooner feated on the throne of St. Peter, than 
he placed the red hat on the head of the boy, who 
was the keeper of his monkies,. and the objedi of his ta~ 
facnans paflion, ee 


‘The greater bifhops, whofe immenfe revenues afford. 
éd them all the magnificence of earthly grandeur, oil. 
played few of the features of the lowly Nazarene. Many 
of them princes of the empire, exhibited all the pomp of 
“Majelly, as well asthe luxury. And the courts of me 
-archs attached the prelates in general, more than tee 
dioceles ; to which they regarded it as a kind of baa. 
ifhment, to be confined. Yet upon the whole throuys, 
out the papal pale, there was a confiderable change far 
the better in the manners of the clergy; and they becacm= 
in donbheet lefs pretties and ther minds better inform. 


ed. 


_AN. 1545. The council of Trent had affembled 3 
pfcerisin the dotfrines, reftore the diferpline, and cor: 
the manners of the Church ; To all which it appliec 
jneffeual and miferable remedies. Though the papa 


4 % 
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powers fwayed all the deliberations, and the legates dics 
tated the decrees, ftill the popes arrogated to them. 
felves the fole right of interpreting them. And for 
that purpole, an efpecial congregation at Rome was aps 
pointed. So that after all the pretences of the council’s 

deliberation and decifion, it remained with the pontiff 
to enforce what he approved, and to interpret the reft 
according to his own pleafure and intereft. Thus after 
the farce of many years afiembling and debating, all 
depended fill upon the great interpreter. It was 
impoflible therefore, that any other refult would {pring 
from all this wondrous body of colleGled wifdom, than 
juit what we fee, the maintenance of the defpotic power 
of the Roman prelate, and the confirmation of ail ues 
abules, with the addition of many more. 


I fhall not enter into the decrees of this council, 
“which would carry me too far, and hall only obferve 
that its decifions were admitted only partially | in fome 
lates, and ‘with modifications and falvos, in others, 
’ Nor did its determinations put an end to the difputes of 
Catholics among themfelyes, any more than prove in 
the leaft fatisfaClory or convincing to the Proteflants, 
Their boafted unity of do@rine was very weak indeed : 
and the reproach caft on the Proteftants, and their dif. 
ferences of opinion, ‘and which indeed they ‘deferved for 
their religious difputes, was as applicable to the papifts 
themfelves. Francifcans againft Dominicans, and Thom- 
ifts againtt Scotifts, maintained unceafing battle. The 
bithops contended for their divine right and jurifdi@ion 
againft the Pope, who denied them both, but as a favor 
of the holy fee. The Gallican church maintained her 
liberties againft papal encroachments ; and all on thig 
fide the mountains, exalted the fupremacy of general 
councils above the Roman fee, The Jefuits drew Ups 


S 
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on themfelves the keeneft inveQives of the BenediGines 
and others, for their impudent encroachments, and ful- 
picious morality. Majters of the greatefl moment con 
tinued to be dilputed, nor could all the efforts of | the 
pontifis, compel or induce the angry combatants to &. 
lence. The power and jurifdiGion of the fee of Rome, — 
the fubje&s of the Gatholic church—the nature, neces. 
fity, and efficacy of grace—the principles of morals— 
the operation of the facraments—the belt mode of Chri 
tian inftru@ion—Thele, and many other port were 
pred with abundant accimony, 


‘The council of Trent made no aticration | in rites and 
¢eremonits. Many. indeed defired a reformation in the 
grofler abufes ; but this was touching prieftcraft in a 
tender part. The papal legates and their pay there. 
. Tore warded off the blow. Idolatry, i images, relics, frauds, 
maintained their grou; nd. Indeed where the Proteftants 
are fill numerous, or their proximity makes more cir- 

cumfpeftion needful, the more offenfive a€ts of idolatry, 
and the groffer frauds are avoided. But in the more 
enflaved countries. of Romanifm, 1 in Italy, Spain, Portu- 
gal, and their colonies, there fuperftition Rill reigns tri- 
umphant, and fraud and folly appear without a blufh, 
The blood of St. Januarius regularly liquefiés ; and the 
milk of the Virgin is as freth asif i it had been ju drawn 
from her. brealts in Paleitine, 


The Bible was one of the forbidden books which the 
people might not confult without permiffion. And no 
man muft comment on the Scriptures, even in private, 
in any way different from the language of the Church : 
nor print without a licenfe. So truly is the key of 

knowlege referved by the popes in their own cuflody. 
dnd wherever their imperious decrees are obeyed, the 
Holy Scriptures are a book fealed, and all divine knowl. 
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edge confined to the miferable mafs and breviary, and 
fuch wretched difcourfes as ferve to fix the ignorance of * 
divine things more inveterate, by infpiring confidence 
in their own deceived and deceiving fpiritual guides. 


It was ridiculous enough, that inthis wife affem bly , the 
Vulgate, the ancient Latin ahiption of the Bible then 
in wfe, though full of the groffett miflakes and devia- 
tions from the original, was confecrated for ever as the 
only authentic and "perfect tranflation ; and withal it was 
determined, that this verfion fhould be accurately revifed 
and correited, and anew edition, publifhed by authaity s 
and this too was never done ; fo that the people were 
left in the ftrangeft fituation imaginable, and the teach- 
ers themfelves in circumfances the mot embarrafling : 
compelled to ufe as a confecrated tranflation,.fiom which 
they may not depart, a verfton confeffedly in need of 
correction ; and promifed a new edition {till more perfee, 
which was never taken tn hand, | 


‘The fate of pure religion ina Church fo corrupt, e. 
ven in. the fountain head itfelf, may eafily be conceiv- 
ed : where all godlinefs confifted in implicit obedience 
to the holy fee, and exact attention to the formularies of 
devotion, the performance of penance, and the purchafe 
of indulgences. Yet we muft not fuppofe that the whole 
body was utterly deftitute of the life of Chriftianity. 
Amidft ail the prevailings of iniquity, and the fervitade 
of fuperflition, the writings of fome of thofe who were 
called my/tical divines, fhew, that they cultivated Aill the 
religion of the heart; and however debafed by prejudice 
and error, fuppofed the life of godlinefs to confift in a 
ftate of confcious favor and communion with God ; 
producing real purity of mind, and holinefs of converse 
fation. But it mult be conenad thefe were few and 
hidden: in filence and retirement, they avoided oblen. 
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vation, and therefore efcaped the charge of herely, which 
’ would have certainly faflened upon them, if they had 
not been content to keep their religion to themfelves. 
Jefuitical religion, inquifitorial religion, the eftablidked - 
scligion of popery, will allow us to leok to fuch a achig.. 7 
ion with abhorrence only, and no hope. 
_ We turn therefore to a more pleafing fen, the 
Church reformed from the abominations of popery ; 
not but that we fhall find therein much to lament, and 
mach to condemn, Yet, there the living body fubfift-, 
ed of pure religion, and ‘andefile d; therein we fhall dif. 
cover genuine Chriflianity ; and though fmall,a feed 
that thall be to the Lord for a generation, the semnant 
acecording to the elerion of grace. | 


if 


| SECT. 11: 


Oy THE CE ruROH REFORMED FROM THE ERRORS of 
Svea paar ie 


r AM entering ona ‘Tabjed, in which it is aificnte to 
‘maintain that ablolate impartiahty which is fo defir= 
bie | ; and not to be warped into milreprefentation by 
educational prejudices. To bave a decided opinion in 
“a matter fo momentous, as tegards the falvation of men’s 
fouls, is our duty, and highly approvable : but, though 
a Proteftant, 1 will pledge myfell intentionally not to 
deceive : and will {peak the truth as far as 1 know it, 
<r os. Proteflant or Papift, or the diferent 
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_ denominations among ourfelves, without hiding the 

“Blemifhes of my own. I can truly aver, I feek fimply f 
truth, as it is revealed in the Bible : and I mean to em- 

brace it ina profeffion open and undifguifed, of whatev- 

er | find in the Scirpture, refpecting the do€lrine or 

Gifcipline of the true Church : and wherever I am mif- 

taken in my reprefentations, my ears are open to con. 

vi@tion, and my pen ready to correat unintentional ce 

HOLS. | 


\ 


Fhe body of Proiliants who feparated From the Ro- 
mifh communion, may be comprifed under three grand 
divifions. In each of thefe a variety of fhades of dif- 
ference, in dofrine and difcipline, will be found. The 
Lutheran—the Cal lvinifi—and the Heterodox—or fuch as 
departed from their brethren in thole articles of faith; 
which both the others had. laid down. as fundamental, 
and effential to {alvation. Seen 


i. THE LUTHERAN CHURCH: 


Re great reformey, Luther, left his name, as the 
mark of union in that Church, which was in a peculiar 
manner indebted to his fabors, We have feen its rife, 
through the intrepid oppofition of an Augultin monk, 
to the papal abufes ; the excluffon of thofe who adhered 
to him from the Roman pale, by the excommunication. 
of Leo X ; the vigorous ftruggle, | till the Confeffion of 
Augfourg 3 when it began to grow into its prelent form ; 
its final emancipation from a!l pontifical authority ; and. 
dts legal independence eftablifhed by the pacification of. 

Paffau ; and, lafily, by the peace of Aug fburg. - 


-. The leading principle of the reformation is, that Tre 
Bipuk ALONE CONTAINS THE RELIGION oF PRoTs 
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ESTANTS, Which every man is to read and confider ; 
and thence alone to draw all the articles of his faith and 
practice : and nothing is binding upon the confcience, 
but what is there clearly revealed or neceffarily deduci. 
ble from the fcripture declarations. Thefe are general. 
ly admitted principles; but the Proteftant Churches 
' have feverally differed in the application of fome of 
them, and manifefted a molt blameabie bigotry and fever- 
ity towards their brethren, in enforcing their own inter~ 
pretations of the {cripture ; and, that often times accor. 
ding to their own acknowledgements, i in matters not ef. 
fential to falvation. 


To inaintain nearer union of fentiment and worfhip a- 
mong themielves, each Church has adopted particular 
confeffions and formularies, which have been laid down 
as neceflury to communion with that body : and thus . 
hath often contracted grievoufly the circle of exclufion 
refpeéting their brethren, who hold with them one head 
Chrift, and one faith in all eflential articles, 


The Lutheran do&trine is avowed to be comprifed 
in the Aug fourg Confeffion ; and in Melantthon’s Apol- 
ogy for it, in reply to the popifh objeétions ; thefe are 
regarded as of firft authority ; though it nuit be confel= 
fed, fome of the opinions refpe&ting “the real prefence in 
the Eucharift, are far more obje€tionable, in the Apol- 
ogy than in the Confeffion. The articles of Smaleald, 
drawn up by Luther, with a view to heal, if poffible, 
the difputes raifed, have foftened down fome of the 
harfher expreffions of the Augfbarg Confeflion ; and _ 
with the catechifms of the great Mafter, are received in 
that church as diretorial. Whilfl the form of concord, 
afferting the ubiquity of Chrift’s human body, andthe re. 
al prefence i in the facrament with the brand of herefy, 
andthe fentence of excommunication fixed upon all 
M i 


‘ 


TS 
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who did not receive thefé dogmas, though it was ftrong.- 
ly maintained and. fupported by the more rigid Saxon 
divines of the Lutheran perfuafion,.was as warmly dif- 
puied, and rejected, by the more moderate. 

The leading dofirines of the Augiburg Confeflion 
are, the true and effential divinity of the Son of God. 

His fubjtiiuiion and vicarious facrijice ; and oe 

The neceffity, freedom, and eficacy, of divine grace up. 
on the human heart. : f 


Where God, the Son, is thus known, as a*real Sav. 
for to the uttermoft; and God the Spirit acknowledged 
in the experience of bis influence on the confcience, 
why fhouid any thing afterwards be permitted to break 
the bands of union between thofe who have been admit- 


‘ted to friend/hip with God ? ce 


RefpeGirs the government of the Church and its 
forms, it is admitted univerfally among the Lutherans, 
that the Supreme Ruler of the State, is the head of all 
authority, in what relates to caufes ecctefiallical as well 
as civil ; and, that the Church is fubje@ to the powers 
that are eltablifhed ; though no power has authority to 
alter the revealed word of God, or to impofe upon the 
confcience anbitrarily its own diétates—confent, not con- 
firaint, muft form Chriftian union. The forms therefore 
of religion to be obferved, though generally fuch as 
had been before in the Church, were purged from fuper- 
flition and error ; and thefe forms not fo uniformly prez 
{cribed, but that fome have retained rites, which others 
have rejeGted wrhouta breach of unity of fpirit ; as 
they agree that inJdiiferent things fhall be left indifferent. 


‘This is fingularly evident in the mode of ecclefiaflical 
government eftablifhed in the Lutheran Church. In 
Sweden it continues to be epifcopal. In Norway the 


i 
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fame. In Deomark, under the name of /uperintendant, 
all epifcopal authority is retained. Whilft, through 
Germany, the fuperior power is velted in a confiftory, o- 
ver which there is a prefident, with a diflin@tion of rank 
and priviledges, and a fubordination of inferior clergy to 
their fuperiors, different from the parity of Prefbyteri- 
‘ anifm. peer A 

Though the fame liturgical form is not every where 
obferved, the leading features of worfhip are alike. 
The public fervice on the Lord’s day is univerfal-; and 
occalional worfhip at other times. The holy Scriptures 
are every where read in the mother tongue—Prayer, 
without a liturgy, though after a dire€tory, is offered to 
God in Chrift—with praife in pfalms and by mns— Ser. 
mons are regularly preached for general inflru@ion—~ 
Catechifing ufed for the rifling generation—The Lord’s 
fupper is celebrated frequently, by all, who, after exam. 
ination of the minifler, are judged intelligent and admif- 
fible. The great tranfactions of our Lord are com. 
memorated at the ufual feafons ; and fome Lutheran 
churches obferve feltivals, which others have not ad. 
mitted. 


The article of church cenfures, fo much abuled and 
fo much neglected, was by the Lutheran regulation 
lodged with the clergy and courts of their fuperintend. 


a ance ; and in confeguence of abufes on the one hand 


of this fpiritual power, ahd contempt on the oiher of its 
cenlures, this branch of difcipline is in a very degraded 
ftate ; and the more corruption multiplies in manners, 
the lefs ability is there to reflrain it. Indeed, in the 
Lutheran, as in the Anglican church, the perfonal in- 
fluence of a good example, and the zealous difcharge of | 
ihe minifterial office, will do more to awe offenders 
and revive difcipline, than any fentences pronounced in 
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fpiritual courts. Perhaps the feeling complaints fo of- 
ten uttered of the want of all difcipline, would be moft 
effeGtually removed, if thofe who made them, fet them- 
felves more zéaloufly, and faithfully to warn the unruly, 
to inftrui&t the ignorant, to reftore the fallen ; and in 
preachiog and living, to fet forth the true apoftolic doc- 
trine and praétice. Their rebukes would make the 
proudefi tremble ; and the uniformity of their converfa. 
tion give authority to their exhortations, 


_ The Lutheran Church had, by the peace of Augf- 
burg, gained a firft eftablifhment ; but the very con. 
traGt which had fecured its liberty, checked its progrefs ; 
as no prelate, dignitary, or other ecclefiaftic, could 
come over to this faith and worfhip, without the forfeit. 
ure of all his ecclefiaftical preferment. To this the 
Archbifhop of Cologn was obliged’to fubmit; prefer. 
ring a wife and Lutherani{m to his archbithopric, 
which he was compelled to refign. However, the fted. 
faft abettors of this faith, zealous for the truths they held, 
difappojnted all the open and fecret attacks of their ad= 
verlaties, to bring them back to the houfe of their prif. 
on, and firmly ftood their ground ; producing a noble 
army of defendants, men of the higheft eminence for liter- 
ature, as well as zeal and devotednefs to Chrift. Among | 
them, Melanéthon; Carloftadt, Camerarius,* Flaccus and 
Chemnitz, defervedly hold the firft places. By thefe, 
learning in all its branches was promoted and cultivated, 

* Camerarius was an exceedingly learned German, born 1590. 
Voflins calls him “the Phenix of Germany. He died 1575.—~ 
New Biog Dié. Flaceus or Flacius was a minifter of Magde- 
burg. He is called by Mofheim « The Parent of Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory.”” Chemnitz (Martin) was a learned Lutheran Divine, 


born at Britzen in Brandenburgh, 1522. He was the Author of 
an Egamination of the Council of Trent, an ingenius work. 
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The miferable fcholaftic theology was greatly exploded 
by Luther and his noble affociates, from a convitlion of 
its barren and unfruitful. nature, and a more ration- 
al mode of inveftigation of the divine truths intro- 
duced, where the Bible, not Ariftotle, prevailed. Yet 


they defpifed not the fair dedu@iions of fyllogiftic reafon- | 


ing, whilft they wifhed to banifh the jargon of terms, 
and the fubtilties of fophifms, which tended. merely to 
puzzle, inftead of elucidating the fubjeét. 


The Theofophifis, difeiples of Parcelfus, addiQed to 
chymiftry and the folution of bodies into their firft prin- 
ciples, with the moft diligent. experiments, joined enr- 
thufiaflic ideas of inward illumination, as the means of 
arriving at difcoveries, above the native reach of human 
faculties. Hoffman, and the famous Behman, were the 
Jeaders of this {chool, An air of fingular piety and 
myflic devotion engaged a number of difciples ; and 
names, highly refpettable, are mentioned as favorers of 
them, fuch as Arntd and Wegelius. 


As theological {cience was peculiarly purfued, many 
eminent expofitors of Scripture appeared ; none more 
revered than the great Reformer himfelf, from whofe 
fentiments it is to be juftly lamented that his difciples 
have fo greatly departed ; and whilft they honor him 
with fuch fingular devotion, difpute the moft implicié 
and characteriftic doftrines of his theology ; of which 
I have given a fpecimen from Luther’s traét againft E- 
rafmus. J may quote an acknowledgement of this, 
from the tranflator of Mofheim, whether to the honor 
or difgrace of Lutheranifm, let every impartial judge 
determine. “ The do€trines of abfolute predeftination, 
arrefiflible grace, and human impotence, were never cat~ 
ried to a more exceflive length, nor maintained with a 


more virulent obflinacy, by any divine than they were: 


Raby, 
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by Luther ; bats in thefe times he has very few follow= 
ers in this refpeQ, even among thofe who bear his name.” 
OF whom Dr. Mofheim allo. fays, ° Phat the dotirine 
of the Lutheran church hath changed by degrees its o- 
riginal form, and been improyed and perie€ted in many 
refpecs, e! (pecially i in the doCtrines of free wll, predefiz. 
mation, and other points, ia which the Lutheran fyflems 
of divinity of an earlier date are fo far furpafled by 
thole of modern times.” Perhaps theological doors 
ia this matter may flill differ, and prefer the ancient 
iy uths to modern improvements ; nor think the lengths, 
to which Luther carried them, “exce/five, nor his defeace 
of them either wrulent of obftinate. Certain it is, that 
if there be any thing in. Lutheranifm peculiarly excel= 
lent, they plead for it with a very bad grace, who, in 
points of fuch importance, differ from their leader, and 
impeach his wifdom and his. zeal in defence of what he 
at lealt efteemed of the greatelt confequence, If Bof- 
fuet and the papal writers reproached them for their va 
riations from their great eens whio,¢an dare to 
fay, there is not a caufle ? 
The doftrine of juflification by faith alone, had i 
a clearer expolitor than Luther ; the plain and literak 
feafe of the Scriptare he adhered to as to be always fol- 
lowed, in preference to all allegorical and fanciful inter. 
pretations ; and his morals were as pure as bis do Grinee 
were evangelical. Nor can I by any means think, eith-- 
et Luther or Melanéthon defeétive, as has been fag geft- 
ed, i: not giving a regular fyfiem of morality, when, it 
is ‘acknowledged, by thofe who prefume to cenfure 
them, that they gave the fulleft praGtical rales and in, 
{iraGtions under “the heads of law, fin, free- will, faiths 
hope, and charity. All other morals that (pring not — 
from thefe ‘Chriftian princi I prefume they ait 
claimed and difdained. 
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Whatever faults men were pleafed to find with Lu- 
ther’s doétrine on the points above mentioned, when he 
was dead, none murmured difapprobation among the holt 
of his iilowers, whilf he was alive. In the nature of 
the Eucharift, Carlofladt had dared to dider from bin, 
and to be in the'right; in the reft they were unani- 
mous. it muft be admitted, that Luther was a tharp 
difputant, and hardly brooked oppofition~that the fun. 

sit OF the eminence, to which he was defervedly ad. 
vanced, might make him jealous—or treat thofe who 


S differed from him with too much afperity. He was a 


man of vehement fpirit ; the times were rude; and dif- 
ferences of opinion were not met with the candor and 
politenefs of more modern days. I mean not this toex- 
cufe what is condemnable, but as acaution not to judge 
him rafbly, if his zeal at any time appears to overften 
the bounds of lemperapee, He was a man, a finful 
man, a man of like pafions with other corrupted’ crea. 
tures ; expoied to peculiar provocations, and of a tem- 
per naturally irafcible. Let thofe who blame him avoid 
his miflakes, and imitate his excellences. 


~ T have before fpoken of bis harfh treatment of Car- 
loftadt, whom his intereft with the EleG@or drove from 
his native land ; and whatever was ciesusees as ihe 
caufe, thé real one may be found intheir difputes about 
the Eucharift.. The fame difference of opinion prodvc- 
ed his difpteafure againft Schwendkfeldr, a Saxon no- 
_ bleman, of eminent picty. and abilines, who, inclining 
“more to the bmplicity of Zuinglius, and profefling his 
oppofition to the errors of butcher 3 in this point of doc- 
trine, experienced the fame harfh treatment from his 
fovercign, and was driven into banifnment. 


An..1598. His difpute with his difciple Agricola, on 
_ the moral law and its obligations, refpetied a fubje& of 


‘ 
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more importance than the ideas of real prefence. Carry- 
ing bis views of the abolition of the Mofaical obligations, 
to the moral, as well as the ceremonial law, Agricola 
pleaded, that we were no longer under it, as our rule of 
obedience, but under the golpel, asa nobler difpenfa. 
tion of faith working by love. From this man the term 


Antinomian became applied to thofe who followed this ° 


idea ; and fome are faid to have pufhed the dottrine to 
the fupport of the moft diffolute and immoral pra€lices, 
as perfectly compatible with a ftate of union with Chrift. 
But this certainly was not the cafe with Agricola, and 
many others, that have been charged with Antinomian 
principles ; who, however they may fpeak difparagingly 
of the law. .* binding Chriftian men, would difclaim the 
horrid conciufions which their adverfaries have prefum. 
ed to draw for them. Luther's vigilance and zeal en- 
gaged Agricola either to explain himfelf, or to retra& 
what was erroneous. in his pofitions, and ty continued 
in his miniitry. 


But though Luther’s perfonal weight, aided by his Ve. 
hemence, and fepported by the Proteftant princes, who 
fo highly reverenced bim, contributed to maintain an 
appearance of unity in. the Lutheran Church, and to 
' eruth every attempt at innovation in the eltablifhed o. 
pinions ; yet no fooner were his eyes clofed than it ap- 
peared evident, that in feveral points his deareft friends 
thought diferently from him. The commanding: au- 
toovty, and warmth of Luther io a fort overawed the 
gentle, but molt) learned MelanGthon. . He would. not 
{tart a fubje& of dilpute: his {piri: was. yielding and 
conceding toa fault, No marvel-he fhunned the tealt 
oppotition to his admired friend. . When his malier was 
taken from his head, and he became the leader ‘of the 
Saxon ecclefiattical elablifhment, he would have pur- 
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chafed peace with Rome by tolerating, and fubmitting 
to, what Luther would have reje€ted with abborrence. 
He could be even content to foften down the very doc: 
trine which the great refotmer placed as the criterion, 
frantis aut' cadentis ecclefie, of the true or apoftate 
church ; and to admit fome modification of juflificatcon 
by faith alone, by abating fomething from man’s abfolute 
incapacity to promete his own converfion upto God, 
and allowing the neceflity of good works for falvation. 
‘Though he had been filent on the controverfy of the 

Euchatift, and before coincided with Luther ; he latter- 
ly could not receive the ftrong ideas of real. prefences 
fuggefied by his friend, but wifhed at leaft the definition 
might be left fo ambiguous, as to admit thofe who adopt- 
ed the opinion of fymdol only, in the Eucharift, to friend: 
ly communion. No fooner had he therefore ventured 
to promulge openly, what he had before either fupprefled 
eronly modeftly hinted, than the rigid Lutherans rofe in 
arms againft him. And thofe difturbances began, which 
to a man of his temper and feeling muft have been pe. 
culiarly -painful. 

The firft grand occafion of divifion in the Lutheran 
Church, arofe from the reference made to Melan@hon 
and other Saxon divines, on the fubjet of the imperial- 
decree, called the Interim, and how tar they could fub- 
‘mit to it. His pacific fpirit counting no facrifices too 
great for peacd, perfuaded acquiefcence in all matters 
of indifference, to the Emperor’s ediét. But in thefe in. 
different matters, he reckoned doétrines of deep and ef- 
fential confequence,,in the eyes of Luther and his 
true followers, particularly in. the article of juftifica. 
tion. And as yielding was he refpedting ceremonies 
and papal jwrifdrtiion ; which the great reformer would 
have fpurned with abhorrence. No wonder therefore 
that Luther's moft zealous difciples, with the learned 
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Flaccus at their head, charged thefe accommodating di. 
vines with beirayal of the truth, and with idee ig 
pos vital prince ciple ‘of Lutberanifm. gee 


A fharp controverfy therefore ale. concerning what 
could be called zndiferent; and what ought, or ought not, 
to be yielded to Rome. This naturally led to points of 
the firlt confequence, refpetling faith— good works—the 
prevention of grace—the co-operation of the humaa 
will—in all which Melan@hon expreffed himfelf in a 
Janguage. that Lather would have rejeGied with indigna~ 
tion. Sincé nothing could be farther from his fentiments 
than modification on any of thele objeGs, relpeding 
which be had declared himfelf in the moft explicit man- 
ner. Nor would Melanéthon’s explication, that the zm. ’ 
preffions of grace were accompanied with certain corref. 
pondent aétrons of the human wil, have been borne for a 
moment by the great mafler : and if not branded: as ab= 
folutely heretical, by Flaccus, and his adherents, at leaft 
they expoled Melanéthon aha his followers to heavy 
charges of femi. pelagianifin : to which no deube fuch - 
modes of expreflion led. They excited alfo juft appre. 
henGons, that even more was intended than exprefied, | 
under fuch unknown terms; in the nomenclature. i 
Lutheran orthodoxy. : 


AN. 1557. Flaccus, the chief, in diate amazing work 
of ecclefiaflical learning, ‘ the Magdebure Centuria- 
tors,” was advanced to thé chair of divinity of Jena, 
by the zealous Lutheran fons of the deprived eledtor 
Joho, who bad formed this feminaty with a view to 
maintain inviolate the pure do€trines of the great refor- 
mer. This gave him {cope, as it more immediately call. 
ed him to defend the ma‘ter, and to attack his oppolers, 
Thus the breach widened, anda {cbifm was apprehended 
between the free. giace,and the femi. pelagian Lutherans. 
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An. 1560. ‘Strigelius, the difciple of Melan&thon, 
maintained at Jena, in oppolition: to Flaceus, the free~ 
will do@trine, and man’s. co.operation in, converfion. 
For this he was accufed. by the profeffor to ihe duke, 
imprifoned and compelled to recent ; or ‘at Jeait ap- 
pear to do fo, inorder to obtains his: Gifcharge.* It is 
grievous to obferve, that the true Proteftant “principies 
were fo little followed ; and each fide courted the arm 
of civil power to aid the force of their arguments. I 
“wave entering on other controverfics of Jefs important 
fubjeéts, which difturbed the peace of the Lutheran 
Church, and were fure to give occafion of caeph oe 
reproach to their popifh adverfaries. . 


During the hfe of Melan@hon, the Sonn ined s 3 
nor wasit quieted by his deceafe. His fon.inJaw Peu- 
cer, a man as refpectable for his tearning, as eminent 
for piety, a profeflor at Wittemberg, bad formed a con. 

fiderable party. among the Saxon divines, 

AN 1 571. who adopted with him the fentiments of Zu- 

 doglius, repeGing the Eucharift, in prefer. 

ence to thofe of ae: ; and to which Melanctthon in 

his pu yeets acceded. Thefe they wilhed to intro- 

guce into the Saxon Church ; and to alter the eflablifhed 
do@rine of the real prefence. A folemn convocation of 

divines was held at Drefden on the fubje@ ; and a for- 

mula of agreement drawn up, favorable to 

AN. 1571. the friends of Peucer, and denying the ubi- 
_quity of Chrift’s human body. - At this the 

: eid Lutherans fired, and gaining the ele@or, under 
the dreaded spprelienfians, that the foundations of Lu- 
aaa were ready to be overturned, a new conven. 
tion at Torgaw, eftablifhed the real prefence, 

; ane 1674; and inftivated the ‘eletior to feize, imnprifon, 
~~ and banith, all the fecret Calvinilts ; and te 
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reduce their followers by every att of violence, to re. 
nounce their fentiments, and confels the udzquety. Ten 
years did the oppreffed Peucer {uffer imprifonment, in 
the feveref manner, for his'opinions : and proved, that 
perfecution’ was not peculiar to popifh ecclefiaftics. 
 Effeétually to eradicate this dreaded innovation, and 
drive from Saxony and the Lutheran pale, all who in- 

clined to the Helvetic opinion refpeGling Chrift’s body 

in the facrament, the fame divines who had) drawn up 

the decrees of Torgaw, produced the form of 

AN. 1577. concord, in which, the real manducaiion of 

. Chrift’s body and blood in the Eucharift 

was eftablifhed, and herely and excommunication laid on 

all who refufed this, as an article of faith; with pains 

and penalties to be enforced by the fecular arm. The 

bigoted Saxon eftablifhed this form of concord, through 

the extent of his authority ; and many other Lutheran 

churches adopted it. But what was pretended as a 

means of terminating this controverfy, produced more 
violent diffentions than ever. . All the Calviniffic or re. 

formed party, lifted up their voices againft fuch a decif. 

ion, not only as unfcriptural in itfelf, but as tending im 
the ftrongeft manner to preclude all Chriftian union be. 

tween real Proteftants. The favorers of the Zuinglian 

notions of the Eucharift, felt the feverity of the edi€s. 

The moderate Lutherans themfelyes abhorred fuch haf 

ty céenfures. The friends and difciples of the amiable 

Melanéthon could not bear to fee his fentiments thus 

treated ; and froma variety of motives, the form of con- 

cord was rejefied by a confiderable, if not the larger — 

part of the Lutheran Church. Nor in Saxony itfelf was 

there wanting a:vaft number, who though’ compelled 
to fupprefs their opinions, waited only the favorable 

moment to fhew themfelves. This the death 


AN. 1586, of the eleClor Auguitus afforded, and his {uce 
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ceffor being more favorable to the moderate Lutherans, 
they attempted to {npprefs the form of concord, and Cret. 
ius, the fir! minifter being on their ide, they prepared 
the people for the change they meditated, by leflet 
alterations, {uch as the omiffion of exora:/m en had 
been ufed in baptifm; by a catechz/m, favorable to the 
Calviniftic opinions ; and by a new edztion of the Bible, 
But the rigid Lutherans, exaGly like owr High church 
and Sacheverel for ever, taught fire at thefe unhallowed 
changes, making the nation think the Church in danger 5 
and the clergy, inflaming the populace, produced much 
tumult, and fharp interference of the magifL 
AN. Usg1. tracy. The tables turned on the death of 
the eleG@or Chriflian I. The. rigid Luther 
is Fecha their empire, and their adveraries were 
imprifoned and banifhed. The form of concord was re- 
ftored to its vigor, and the unhappy Crellius, who had 
been the great fupport of the party,put to death. On fuck —___ 
juridical execution of Proteftants by Protelt, 
AN. 1601. ants, originating in difputes, ete religious 
opinions, if I could, | would fix a brand of re. 
probacy ; and lift up my feeble voice again{t perfecu- 
tion ofevery kind, But J am confcious, whillt men 
are asthey are, church power will always be abuled, 
and unchriftian intolerance wifh to kindle the flames a- 
gainft all who may venture to differ from the dominant 
party. Indeed the moft unlike the great Head of the 
Church are they, who thruft themfelves into high 
laces ; and whofe pride and infolence are gratified 
in trampling upon their brethren. Ye followers of the 
meek and lowly Jefus, mark the man, that hates and in- 
jures his brother for his opinions : he isa a murderer,* i in 
whatever church he is found. | 


ata 
eA Wace expreffion. The careful Reader will undoubtedly 
put fach 4 conkruction upou this, and fimilar paflages as truth 
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The do€rines of Luther, on predeftination and grace, 
were too uncongenial to the pride and wifdom of the 
unhumbled heart, not to excite Rrong oppolition. Hu- 
beg, of Wittemberg, diftinguifhed himfelf in defence of 
the plan of | universal redemption, which has been fince 
generally adopted in the Lutheran Church, but in thofe 
purer days of evangelical doftrine, provoked juft indig_ 

nation, oe occafioned his depofition and banifhment, 
Violence on all fides was carried to the extreme. The 
man who fubfcrives an eftablifhed do@rine jullly forfeits 
his advantages, whem he renounces the ground of his 
tenure : but tet him live as free as his brethren, and de. 
fend his fentiments in love, and in the fpirit of meek. 
nefs. \The mifery is, that in all thefe unhappy difputes, 
human paflions rage, inftead of thie ie purfuit of 
truch and godlinels, 


- To conclude ; in the Lutheran Church were fend 
men great in-every view ; in erudition and piety. But 
as mult be the cafe univerfally, the multitude were on~ 
ly believers in the lump. The generality ‘of clergy in 
every éftablifhed church, enter it.as a profeffion ; and 
are too like their fellows in all worldly purfuits, and hue 
man paffions. The faithful and really godly are every 
where comparatively few, who ferye the Lord Chrift 
out of a pure heart fervently, and regard their work as 
wages. 1 doubt not the living members of Chrift’s 
body, within the Lutheran pale, in that day were many 
and glorious. At the firft dawn of reformation, ftri@ 
piety was more univerfally cultivated among the pro. 
Cad but declenfions early see in with a peaceable 


—— 
will jaftify. A malignant and cruel intolerance deferves to be 
branded with reproach 3 but from this, a virtuous conteft with ere 
ror in material points, which mu refufe commuaion with its ae 
bettors, ought to be carefully diftinguithed, 
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eftablifhment ; and when no longer ander the crofs, the 
departure {rom truth and purity, prefently appeared, 
Before the clofe of the centuty, Mofheim acknowledges, 
that, ** the manners of the Lutherans were. remarkably 
depraved—that multitudes offended the publics by ad- 
dacious irregularitiesthat difcipline vanified, either 
through the careleffnefs or impotence of the clerical 
arm.” And thole who diffinguified themlelves ‘from 
their brethren, by preater zeal, purity of do€trine,-dead, 
nefs to the world, heavenly mindednefs, and {pirituatity 
of converfation, were marked, and pained a hame ‘of pe- 
culiarity, that feparated them from their fellows, content 
to bear ateflimony, by their lives and labors, to a king- 
dom neither Lutheran nor Calvinift exclifively, but 
confifting in righteoulnefs, and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft; the true Spirit of the Church univer{«, 
which is neither of Paul, nor of Apollos, but of Chrift., 


tr. OF THE CHURCHFS CALLED REFORM. 
. _ED, OR CALVINISTIC. 


. THE name of Proteftanis, equally applied to all dif. 
fenters from the church of Rome. As thefe {eparaied 
“into different communities, they were diflinguifhed by 
different denominations ; the recm reformed Church was 
therefore appropriated to thofe who, differing from the 
Lutheran opinions in points of doéirine. or difcipline, 
prefered, efpecially in the great articles refpe€ting the - 
“geal prefence in the Eucharifl, the doGrine of Zuinglios 
‘and Calvin tothat of Luther.” And as Calvin was the ° 
moft eminent, the feveral churches who adopted bis 
fentiments, generally bore his name, as the Lutherans 
that of their great reformer, © Not that Luther or Calvin 
pretended to fupport any dorines, but what they de. 


104 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. % 


duced from the Scriptures, and confirmed by the evi. 
dence of the fathers, efpecially Auguftin. The Calvin- 

iMlic churches, though united in the confeffion of the 
fame fundamental articles of faith, in which indeed, the 
ealy union effential is to be fought, were formed on 
very different models ; and chiefly followed the feveral 
forms of government, which fubfifted in the countries 
where the reformation prevailed, and the different views 
which the rulers in different nations entertained of the 
molt {criptural church order. For from the New-Tefla- 
ment and the apoftolic precedents, all profeffed to derive 
their feveral eftablifhments. The greater body adopted 
the model of the Helvetic churches, and efpecially of 
Geneva, where Calvin prefided, and had a chief influ- 
ence over ail thofe of the reformed profeflion. Switz 
«rland, Germany, France, Scotland, Holland,and all the 
foreign Calviniflic churches ereGled the form of govern- 
ment called Prefoyterian, in which a parity of rank was 
eflablifhed among the miniflers themfelves ; a fynodical 
government, confifting of clergy and. laity, eletted to 
manage the concerns of the particular churches; anda 
general aflembly of the whole church to decide on mo- 
mentous cafes, in each of their feveral dominions or dif. 
teicts, Yet this eftablifhment was not exaéily fimilar in 
any two churches, who held the fame confeffion of faith, 
and maintained in the general outline, the fame form of 
difcipline and government. 


The churches of England and Ireland chofe to retain 
epifcopacy in their government, asin their apprebenfion » 
moore congenial with monarchical government, and 
primitive pragtice ; whilft io all the great articles of 
faith, they held with their foreign brethren, and main- 
tained communion with them. This Church formed.a 
hody, refembling the ftate, fitting in two houfes of con- 
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vocation, under the fame head, where all the great con- 
cerns ecclefiaftical were to be fettled, with the confent of 
the monarch. 


In ceremonies, the reformed ahitahes differed great- 
ly. The firft and great reformer Zuinglius, who began 
before Luther, his bold attack of popery, carried his re- 
form far beyond him. Whilft Luther tolerated images, 
tapers, altars,exorcifm, and auricular confeflion, he {wept 
all the trappings of fuperftition away ; reducing the 
worthip to the ftandard of utmoft fimplicity, divelled a- 
like of garb or ornament. The other churches have 
admitted fome ceremonies ; the epifcopa! churches the 
moft, as more conformed to the dignity of the hicrar— 
chy. The fpirit of devotion hardly needs the adven- 
titious helps which formality fuppofes important. Yet 
who will refufe his approbation of whatever may have a 
real tendency to enliven the worfhip, or engage the at- 
tention ? Such furely will mufic be found, when under 
proper regulation. 


Zurich, the cradle of the reformed, sratetieda in the 
article of the Lord’s Supper, the fimple acknowledg- 
ment of its being a /jign and nothing more, according to 
the opinion of Zuinglius, and bis excellent and able af- 
Sociate Gicolampadius. Herein the Lutherans were at 
too great a diftance to approach, and all efforts of con- 
ciliation proved abortive. As this was a matter of fir 
concern in that day, it may be ufeful to obferve the gra- 

dations of opinion on this fubjeét, among the churches. 

Zuinexius and his followers regarded the Eucharift 
as a mere fign or fymbol, of which all profeffing Chrifz 
tians, whether regenerate, or prragenctate, might par- 
take alike. . 


Caxvin fuppofed the fign or fymbol to convey a fac- 
ramental pledge of blefling, and that a /pir:tual prefence 


\ 


106 IMPARTIAL HISTORY-OF [Pemg. 


of Chrift attended it to the regenerate and believing on. 
ly ; whiltt to others the elements remained as conimion 
food : and this the Church of England adopted, 


LurueR maintained, that the elements remained fill 
bread and wine, but that a real prefence of Cariji united 
with them, in vireue of the udrguily of his fuppofed bu- 
man nature, and a real manducation of Chrifl’y body fol. 
lowed ; this was termed cunfub/flantiaiion, 


Yue Povise Doctors, contended for a real tranf- 
snutaizon of the elements, which, under the form of bread 
and wine, loft their nature and fubjiance, after confecra- 
tion, and were a€tually changed into the very budy and 
blood of Chrilt, by tranfub/lanicalion. 


An..1531. Zujnexius fell in battle, attending 

with his exhortations his countrymen, as was ‘the duty 
of his office. With this his adveriaries prefumed to 
-upbraid him, and infult bis memory, however undeferv. 
ing reproach. The triumph of the popifh bigot, Sir 
‘Thomas More, fpeaks what fpinit he was of ; but his 
Jols was mure than repaired in Calvin, who foon after 
took the lead at Geneva, and was regarded as the pairi- 
arch of the reformed churches. His learning, piety.and 
zeal, attraded from al! countries fiudents to Geneva, 
now become a kind of feminary to the reformed church. 
es, as Witiemberg hed been to the Lutheran; and from 
thence they iflued forth, to fpread the opinions, and to 
recommend the model of their admired teacher. Hence 
a band of ‘union was formed through England, Hol- 
‘land, Germany, France, and Switzerland, by fimilarity 
of fludies, and uniformity in opinion, refpetting the 
grand theological tenets ; regarding as a matter of more 
jadifference the fyflem of government and dilcipline 
which ¢ach formed for themlelves. 


* 
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Luther had piven the civil magifrate the fopreme 
power in ecclefiaftical regulations, and Z“uinglius had 
therein concurred with him ; yet, whilff he made the 
clergy dependent on the civil government, he admitted 
a ditference of rank, and appointed a fuperintendant o. 
ver the clergy of Bis, canton. 


Calvin maintained the sade pebtehee of the Church 
on the magiffrate, as competent to form its own govern- 
ment and regulations, in fynods and confiltories, under 
the proteéting power of the civil ruler, with perled Pate 
ity among the pre{byters. 


The Church of England fteered a middle courfe.— 
All fupremacy of legai dominion being in. the King, 
and the two houfes of parliament. Their decifions on- 
Jy conftitute law. But the clergy in convocation, with 
the confent of the monarch, may form regulations bind. 


ing on their own body, as the bye-laws of a corpora~ 


tion, though not univerlally obligatory. For along while 
paft this convocation hath ceafed to meet for ecclefiaf. 
tical affairs ; at lealt they onlv meet and adjourn, with 
out proceeding to any bufinefs.. 


France, Holland,and Scotland, with Geneva, adopted 


the government which Calvin recommended. The 
Swifs perfevered.in that eftablifhed by Zuinglius ; and 


the Churches of England and Ireland purfued with e. 
pifcopacy a mixed regulation, lubordinate to the parlia- 
mentary fupremacy. 


But the great point which diftinguifhed this leader of 
the reformed churches, refpeéted the decrees of God, 
and their confequences, on the everlafling fiate of men, 


as flowing from his own fovereign pleafure and will, 


Nothing that Calvin advanced {poke flronger than Lu- 
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ther had previoufly maintained on the fubje@ of predef 


tination and grace ; the impotence of the homan will to. 


* 


good ; and the utter corruption of our fallen nature. 


But after bis deceafe, the Lutherans in general depart. 


ed from the tenets of their great reformer, to the femi- 
pelagian fyftem of co-operation. Againft this, the Ge- 
nevian apoftle, ably feconded by his colleagues, Beza, 
Zanchius, and others, {trongly contended and fupported 
the fyftem, fince called the Calviniftic, with fuch force 
of argument that it was univerfally adopted through all 
the reformed churches, and became their difcriminating 
feature ;: and muft continue fo, as long as the Helvetic 
coofeflion, the catechi{m of Heidleberg, the decifions 
of the fynod of Dort, the aflembly’s catechifm, and the 
thirty-nine articles of the Church of England continue 
unrepealed, For, whatever change of fentiments may have 
been wrought at Geneva, in France, Holland, Germa- 
ny, or Great-Britain ; whilft thefe formularies continue 
the exprels bonds of union in the feveral churches, in 
which none can enter into holy orders, but by their fol- 
emn confeat and approbation to the truths which thefe 
formulas of do&iine contain, fo long whatever differ. 
ence of fentiment may be entertained by individuals, 
minifters, or others, the majority, or minority, none can 
be inferred in the Church, which remains for ever fuch, 
as the articles of her faith declare. 


_ The difputes occafioned by the oppofition raifed to — 


thefe predeftinarian fentiments, form a principal part of 
the hiftory ofthe reformed churches; as in each of 
them they were attacked by men of the greateft acute- 
nefs and learning ; and, as they prefent a revolting af 
. pe& inthe view of every unhumbled confcience, and 

unenlightened mind, it was impoffible, humanly fpeak- 
ing, but thofe very confequences fhould refult, which 
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we are about fhortly to detail ; and which are equally 
fingular and obfervable ; to wit-—That for a long while 
pait the majority of teachers and people in al) the re. 
formed churches have been departing farther and faxther 
from the free grace and predeftinarian fyfiem ; and yet 
the original eftablifhent of thefe do€rines, in their feve- 
ral formularies and confeflions of faith, remains exatily 


as they were fixed from the beginning. 


- Switzerland, divided between Popifh and Proteflant 
¢antons, hath cOtinued ince the days of Calvin, the 
fame formula of do@trine and difcipline. | 


France united herfelf with Geneva and her venera- 
ble fathers, Farel and Beza ; who, afier Calvin’s de- 
seafe, fpread the truths he taught with equal, zeal and 
fuccefs ; but that unhappy country, torn with civil and 

religious feuds, fuffered feverely. The party of the re- 
» formed, and the Catholics, were not very unequally bal. - 
anced, though the preponderance refted with the latter. 
fet the Huguenots a name given to the French Prot- 
fants, were numerous even at court, and among the 
stincipal perfonages of the kingdom. The dreadful 

maflacre of the Proteftants on St. Barthol- 
AN. 1572. omew’s day, which every tongue has execrat. 

| ed, kindled afrefh the fires of diffention, 
‘ardly extinguifhed ; and through feas of blood, Hen. 
ry of Navarre, the heir of the throne, contended for 
his birth-right againft his popifh and inveterate enemies. 
The great obftruGion was his profeffion of the reformed 
religion. Honor long maintained the ftruggle, for con- 
{cience with fuch a man could have prefented a fecble 
barrier. A change of religion feated him at !alt pcace- 
ably on the throne. Henry the Fourth, firnamied the 
Great, was a man of intrepid valor, a confummate poli- 
tician, and in his general manners eftccmed as the molt 
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amiable of men ; withal a profeffedly zealous Protefte 
ant; but, at the fame time, the {lave of appetite, and in. 
duloine his paflions in fuch impurity of licentioufnels, 
as dilgraced the name of Chrittian. — It little fignified, in. 
deed, to what church he belonged. His politic apofla~ 
ey procured veace for the body which he deferied, as. 
well as the throne for himfelf; and the edict of Nantz 
confirmed to the reformed the moft ample toleration, 
with free admiffion to all places of honor and profit ; 
and chambers of juftice, where they enjoyed an equal 
number of affeffors of their own profeffion. A third 
part of the kingdom at lea!t had then embraced the re- 
formed religion. An. 1589. 


i 


AN. 160, Knox, the famous Scotch reformer, and 
pupil of Calvin, brought from Geneva, the reformed 
fentiments and difcipline, and after furious ftroggles ef- 
tablifhed them through Scotland. 


England had long been prenaring, before Luther or 
Calvin arofe, for a reform ; i and when frlt the fepara- 
tion was formed from the fee of Rome, was in peculiar 
circumftances. During the life of Henry the highth, a 
man of violence, lawlels in appetite, and dehitate of all 
religion, England, asa body, could not be property faid 
to have had any religious fentiments, or church eftablith. 
ment, when the defpotic will of the monarch made what 
alterations he pleafed, and fent to the flames, or the {caf- 
fold thofe who dared to que!tion his fupremacy, or to 
controvert his decifions. Cranmer, the friend of Cal. 
vin, and in opinion one with him, refpeting doétrines, 
was high in the favor of this capricious and ‘cruel mone 
arch. By improving every offered occafion, and yield. 
ing, where he found oppofition afelefs, though often e x-. 
poled to the mot imminent ruin, he endeavored to a- 
vert all the evil, and do all the good which was in his 
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"power. But no fooner had death removed 

AN. 1547> the tyrant, and placed the amiable Edward 
~ on the throne, then the whole ecclefiallical 
eftablifhment was moddled according to the reformed 
fyfiem, leaving the bilhops, and the dilcipline of the 
Church, nearly as they bad been before. “Phe abules 
of Peerry were all removed, or at lealt it was defigned 
-thev ihould be : and kngland became a capital deiner 
ef the reformed Church. ‘The excellent Pever Marty r, 
the intimate friend of Calvin, was Invited over, and feat- 
ed in the profeffor’s chair at Oxford ; and both univer. 
ues maintained with zealous attachment the dotirines 
termed Calviniftic, and which the thirty-nine artucles 
contirmed, as the eflablifhed profcthon of the kingdom. 
Geneva was avowed a fitter Church, unked in dogirine, 
though different in Government and. difciplive : od 
herein, by an exprels declaration of Calvin, bound to 
exercife mutual indulgence. This flounfh- 

AN. 1552. ing period continued «ill the reign of Ma- 
ry ; when many eminent minillers being mar. 

tyred, the reft who efcaped her bloody bifhops, difperf. 
ed and fled into the foreign Proteftant churches, and 
were reccived at Geneva with the molt fraternal holpi- 
tality. When divine Providence, on the 

AN, 1558. demife of Mary, placed Elizabeth on the 
throne, thefe perfecuted exiies returned to 

the Jand of their wativity, refored to their charges, and 
exercifing their minifllry in the church, from which they 
had been expelled: but, during .their abfence, their 
habits of intimacy and acquaintance with Geneva and 
her divines, as well as of the ‘otherieformed church- 
es, had railed {cruples in their minds refpeciing the law- 
fulnels of many riics continued in the Church of kng- 
Jand ; and a wifh to rae tbat ecflablifhment to a con. 
formity with the greater f.e5licity of the {Urcign icomned 
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churches, / The body of the dignified clergy was again 
the exiles : many had conformed from popery, and 
wifhed to keep as near as poflible to the Church which — 
they had renounced, in hopes of another change : buta-_ 
bove all, the imperious Elizabeth who had inherited an 
abundant portion of her father’s tyrannical {pirit, held 
ber fopremacy with a jealous tenacity, and fet her face © 
again{t all innovations; and though both her iniereft 
and inclination feeméd to concur with her education, 
and to make ber a determined Proteftant, yet fhe had~ 
no objection to the exterior pomp of worfhip, and rath. 
er appeared willing to enlarge than curtail the ritual 
ceremonies. Nor did the ftri@ and rigid manners of 
the exiles at all appear cogenial to her fpirit, which, 
with all her apparent zeal ‘for the outward profeffion of 
the Protefant religion, feemed tota lly deftitute of the 
power of it, in her confcience and her condua. Her 
imperious temper ; ; her feminine vanity ; 3 her duplici. 
ty and cruelty to the Queen of Scots; ber profane 
{wearing ; and a multitude of acts utterly inconhiftent | 
with the purity and gentlenefs of the religion of the 
Son of God, might be confiftent with the charaéter of a 
great Queen, but utterly incompatible with that of a 
good Chrittian. 


Far com conceding any thing to the wifhes of thofe 
who began to obtain the name of Puritan, from the pu- 
rer wor [hip and manners which they profefled to feek, 
the Qacen publifhed the Ad of Unifor muy, and enforced 
it with all the rigor of her authority. The puritans ex. 
afperated by a treatment, which, afier their long and 
eminent fafferings, Hoey. thought they fo little deferved, 
“and fo little expected, abliained net from fharp and bit- 
ter invectives againk oe oppreffors ; and their obfii- 
nacy and ec ees Wweire often as nated as 


Cir. 6] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. xg 


the infolence and intolerance of their adverfaries were 
blameable. The belt, the gentleft, the moft peaceable 
on both fides, were little heard amidft the paffions of 
heated opponents : neither party was difpofed to vield ; 
and the breach daily widened. The refufal to grant a 
liberal toleration, and the determination to fupprefs the 
murmurs of the difcontented, by the ftrong hand of 
power, rendered them only more inimical to govern- 


ment, and united among themfelves ; which otherwife | 


they would not have been = for, whilft the moft violent 
fabored to overturn the ecélefiaftical eftablifhment, and 
to reduce it to their favorite Genevian model, the 
more moderate would have gladly accepted a few 


conceffions, removing the moft obnoxious grounds of 


their objeGtion to the forms eftablifhed ; of which the 
article of veftments, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, 
and fome fimilar rites, made a formidable part : for, as 
to the dofrines, they were perfe€tly confentient, and e- 
qually tenacious of them, perhaps more fo than their ad. 
verfaries. Nor were they as averfe to the name of bifh- 
op or his fuperintendance, as to the pomp, and wealth, 
and political engagements of the prelacy : for as.yet the 
Englith bifhops claimed not their office by divine right, 
but under the conftitution of their country ; nor pleaded 
for more than two orders of apoftolic appointment, bifh. 
ops and deacons.—(See Burnet Reform, vol. 1. p. 324.) 


An. 1588. Bifhop Bancroft widened the breach, 
by aflerting in a fermon, preached at Paul’s Crofs, that 
bifhops were a diftinét order from priefts, and that by 
divine right ; and Archbifhop Whitgift fupported the 
affertion. | 


This tended farther to irritate, as the archbifhop and 
his affociates refuled to confider any as invefted with 
the minifterial charafter, who were not epifcopally on. 

P 
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@ained ; and demanded of thofe, who had been fet ae 


part in the other reformed churches, to be re-ordain, 


ed before they were permitted to minilter in the 
Chorch of England: as if there could be no minifters, 
no facraments, no ordinances, no church, without bifh- 
ops, priefts, and deacons of epifcopal ordination: and 
this as much offended the whole body of the reformed 
churches abroad, as it juftly irritated the Puritans at 
home. 


The cathedrals, their worfhip and pomp, were pecul. 
darly obnoxious to the Puritans, as were the dignitaries 
that occupied the ftalls inthem: and as they defired to 
banifh the pageantry of devotion, they alfo wifhed a 
greater purity of difcipline ; and that all who were o. 
pen offenders, or of dubious charaéter, fhould be ex- 


cluded from the communion of the faithful: but that 


fach exclufion from the table of the Lord, fhould not 
expofe them to any civil or worldly incommodity, in 
reputation, perfon, or effate, 


~ The high commiffion court, and its arbitrary inquifis 
torial proceedings were ftrongly and juffly objeGted to; 
but fuch an engine was too congenial to the defpotic 
temper of the monarch, not to be fure to meet her ftren. 
uous fupport. | 


Thus began thofe troubles in the Church, the fearful 
effects of which, the next generation peculiarly experi- 


enced : where each equally blameable in their turn, a. 


bufed their power in perfecution ; and inflead of liberty 


of con{cience, and generous toleration, fmote with the > 


fword of the civil magiftrate, all that refufed to conform 


to their feveral exclufive eftablifhments. 


The confli&s of the contending parties I mean not 
to dwell upon. I can only juft notice, that among the 
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Puritans themfelves, though united againft the Church, 
much difunion prevailed: while fome would be con- 
tent with lefs, and others claimed more reforms, a varie. 
ty of fe&s commenced in embryo, which a future age 
hatched into life. Of thefe I fhall only notice that de- 
nomination of diffenters which now firft began to appear, 
and afterwards becoming fo dominant under the pro- 
tectorate, declined at the teftoration, but at. prefent feems 
greatly reviving. 


An. 12581. The Independents trace their moft diftin. 
guifhed origin to Robert Brown, a man of abilities, who 
affe€ted to form a purer church, on the apoftolic mod- 
el, than had yet exilted. He confented to all the Cal. 
viniftic do&trines, alike at that day admitted by church. 
- maen and Puritans ; but in ecclefiaftical government, 
he fuggefted a new plan of congregational churches, of 
which antiquity had furnifhed no precedent, at leaft . 
fince the apoftolic age: each feparate and diftinét—con. 
fifting of thofe only who worfhipped in the fame place— 
exempt from all jurifdiGion but of themfelves—eleé- 
ing their own paftors—and difmifling them by the vote 
of a majority of members—admitting and expelling 
from their fociety in the fame mode. Their paftor was 
diftinguifhed neither by garb nor fuperiority from the 
reit ; except his leading the devotions, miniftering the 
facraments, and addreffing the congregation by appoint. 
ment ofthe people. They permitted him not to minif- 
ter baptifm, or the communion, except to thole of his 
own fociety ; yet did they not reftri€t the office of teach. 
_ €r to one, but admitted any member who offered and 
was approved by the church, to exhort and edify their 
brethren : withal highly intolerant, they ‘refufed ail 
communion with every other fociety of Chriftians, form. 
ed upon a different model from their own. In many 
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of thefe points the independents have been fince more 
enlarged and liberal. Brown, after flying his country 
for his oppofition to the governing powers, and at- 
tempting to form churches on the independent mode} 
in the Dutch provinces, returned to England, conform- 
ed to the church eftablifhed ; and is faid to have finifh- 
ed his latter days at Achurch, in Northamptonfhire, in 
a manner difgraceful to any church. A part of one of 
the congregations which he quitted at Leyden, tranf- 
ported themlelves to America, and founded at Bofton 
the firfi independent fociety on that Continent.* 


Yet, amidft thefe difputes and contentions, refpe&ing 
the forms of religion, a great and glorious number at 
living evidences of pure Chriftianity appeared. Many 
of the writings which have reached us, witnefs the ex. 
cellence of their .authors: and the exemplarinefs of 
their condu&, and their zeal for their adorable Maf- 
ter's fervice, demonftrate, that the reformed churches in 
this land were then a praife in the earth. It is much 
to be lamented, that a greater {pirit of meeknefs and mu- 
tual forbearance was not exercifed by men, who, pro. 
feffing to unite in all the divine doétrines, and the holy 
influence of them, put an importance upon the ceremo- 
nials of religion, to which they feem fo little intitled. 
The one fide, too intolerant and tenacious of authority, 
not difpofed to admit reafonable claims, or to indulge 
con{cientious fcruples ; the other, {tiff and unbending, 
diffatisfied with any concefhons or alterations, which 
came not up to the extent of their requifitions ; and 
charging many of the bifhops as tyrannical and anti. 
chriftian, who certainly meant to be neither; and will, 
by all impartial polterity, be reckoned among the ex, 
* Their G:& landing, and fettlement were at Plymouth, 
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cellent of the earth, The great head of the church hath 
long fince judged both. parties, and I doubt not, 
they are sogether praifing him, who pitieth our infirmi- 
ties, and pardoneth our iniguities, Certain jt is, that 
many of the bifhops of that day were laborious paftors, 
and edificd the flock over which the Holy Ghoft had 
made them over(eers, by their examples and preaching, 
as they did the whole church by their writings; and itis 
as certain, that many of thofe who dared not conform 
to the eftablifiment, were. minifters equally pious, learn- 
ed and exemplary, adorned the doG@rine of God our Sav. 
jour by the purity of their lives, and greatly edified the 
little flocks which had been colle&ted by their labors : 
and notwithftanding the weight of authority again 
them, they continued rifing in public eflimation, and 
encreafing the numbers of the diffatisfied. Thefe were 
of two forts, State Puritans, who wifhed to introduce a 
greater meafure of civil liberty into the government, and 
were the political chiefs, who watched their opportunity 
to turn the difcontents of their brethren to the accom~ 
plifhment of their own defigns. The others were 
Church Puritans, who defired no alterations in govern- 
ment, and would have acquiefced in the ecclefiaflical 
‘eftablifhment with fome modifications, but wifhed a re- 
duction of unneceflatry ceremonies, and to feparate the 
Church from political conne€tions with State ; fo as to 
be lefs a worldly fan€tuary, asto them it appeared. It 
was fomething oblervable, that the men among the con. 
formifts themfelves, who neither objected to the forms 
or the government of the church, if they manifefted 
peculiar zeal in preaching ; ftri€tnefs of manners ; and 
abftained from the theatre,. and what the world sells the 
innocent amufements of life; they alfo received the 
brand of Puritanifm, a circumftance highly favorable 
to the non-conforming party, as imprefling an idca-that 
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with them the greateft fpirituality of condu&, and 
the power of godiinefs, was to be found, fince all who 
fhewed the moft of this in their converfation, bore their 
reproach. 


The holy lives, and the triumphant deaths of many 
of the men of that generation, are on record. Their 
flourifhing congregations, and the attention paid to. the 
minifiry of thofe moft faithful laborers, fhew a relifh for 
the truths which they preached, and a defire to be fol- 
lowers of fuch as through faith and patience inherited 
the promifes. I hear them often branded as hypocrites, 
and their piety interpreted as outrageous and enthufiaf. 
tic ; but I am not at all fatishied, that thofe from whom 
the reproaches of this fort come, are the beft judges of 
evangelical truth, or the nobleft patterns of Chriftian 
converfation. There were, do doubt, many hypocrites, 
and fuch as, under the cloak of religious appearance, 
had political ends in view ; but this will be only a far. 
ther proof of the fad, that a life of exemplary godlinefs 
was common, and highly refpeéted ; and therefore de- 
monftrates a general {pread of vital religion® among us, 
in that day. 


The Untrep Provinces, refcued from. the tyran- 
nical dominion of Philip, as well as emancipated from 
the Romifh yoke, by many a hard-fought battle, and 
perfevering courage, began to breathe in eftablifhed 
liberty, wnich defied the impotent malice of their ene- 
. mies. The furnace of affli€tion always. 
AN. 1579. brightens the Church of God. A great and 

faithful hoft of preachers of the everlafting 


_ * T venture to ufe this phrafeology, however much it hath been 
derided by infidels and fcoffers ; and 1 do it on prrpofe to exe 
prefs my views of true Chriffianity, as a divine principle of life, ime 
planted by the Spirit of God. (The Author’s note.) a 


‘ 
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gofpel arofe, and the bands of religion ftrengthened 
them for every confli€, A golden God, and the fpirit 
of commerce, with the wealth it produces, had not as 
yet extended its baneful influence over the men of that 
generation. -They had ftarted in the race vigoroully ; 
and adopting the reformed fyflem of do€rine, adorned 
it by a purity, fobriety and temperance, that was dif. 
tinguifhing. ; 


A great number of the Bohemian and Moravian 
brethren, joined by the perfecuted followers of Hus, 
and driven by the Catholic clergy into Poland, united 
‘with the reformed churches. They had at firft conned: 
ed themfelves with Luther and bis affociates, to whom 
they fent their confeffion of faith and difcipline, and 

were not difapproved, though in many things 
AN, 1522. different from the Lutheran. But when 
| they were expelled Bohemia, retaining their 
own difcipline, they adopted the Calviniftic dottrine. 
I apprehend a branch ftill remained in Moravia, and » 
Bohemia, united with the Lutherans, from whom the 
prefent Moravian brethren are defcended ; who, in 
do€trine, approach much nearer the Lutheran confel- 
fion than the Helvetic, though in their church govern 
ment they have retained epifcopacy, and peculiarities 
yery diftinguifhing. If their ancefiors were as excel- 
lent as many of that denomination in the prefent day, 
‘we muft reckon them among the living ciicagatenes of the 
real Church of the redeemed. 


The Poles, from them, and other Germans, received 
the true evangelical religion ; and Bohemians, Luther- 
ans, and Swifs, confederated todefend themfelves ; ex- 
ercifing towards each other mutual indulgence, and 
bearing the name of united brethren. 
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Many of the German principalities, Hanau, Naffaw, — 
Ifengberg, and others, towards the end of this century, 
joined the reformed churches ; and the progrefs of 
Calvinifm in Denmark was confiderable, though the 
dominant religion continued Lutheran. 


It may not be improper to clofe the account of the 
reformed Church, with fome ftri€tures on the charaéter 
of that eminent perlonage, who was fo highly diftinguifh. 
ed in bis day, and has miniftered fo much matter of ad- 
miration to his friends, and obloguy to his enemies. 


Cavin was a native of Noyon, in Picardy : bis 
mental powers were great; his diligence indefatigable ; 
his erudition equal to the firfl of that age; his elo. 
quence was manly ; his flyle perfpicuous, and admira= 
bly pure ; as a minifter of the fanétuary, as a profeflor 
of divinity, his labors were immenfe. Yet in the zenith 
of his power, his income amounted only to twenty-five 
pounds a-year ; and he refufed the inecreafe of ftipend 
which was offered him by the magiflracy, chufing rath. | 
er to give an example of difintereftednefs to his fuccef- 
fors. His morals were firiGtly exemplary ; his piety 
fervent ; his zeal againft offenders in do€trine, or man= 
ners, rigid) He had much oppofition to encounter, 
but he fubdeed it by perfevering ardor, and dignity of 
condu&. His influence at Geneva was vaft; and he 
was looked upto by the reformed in general, as their 
oracle. Every where his name was mentioned with re- 
verence. Tenacious in point of dofrine he met a hoft 
of opponents, who rejefted the fyftem of unconditional 
decrees. Controverfy fharpened his {pirit, and he is 
accufed of abufing his power and influence in a€ts of 
oppreffion towards his adverfaries. The fufferings of 
Gruet, Bolfac, Caftalio, Ochimus, but particularly of the 
ever remembered Servetus, put to death by the Gene. 
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van magiftrates, for his focinian and infidel opinions, 
have brought an odium on Calvin's name, as having in- 
fligated them to fuch aéts of violence 3 at leaft not hav. 
ing exerted the authority which he was known to pof- 
- féfs, to prevent the fhedding of blood : and if this were 
a jalt charge, let the reproach relt upon him, 
However dangerous fuch opinions may be fuppofed 
to the peace of fociety, or the fouls of men, many now 
doubt the right of any penal infli€tions for ther; and 
much moré the juftice of putting any man to death on 
that account, however impious or atheiflical he may 
be. But, in truth, the rights of confcience were as lit- 
tle underftood in that day among the Proteftants as a- 
mong the Papifts ; and obftinate berefy, or daring blaf-. 
phemy, fuppofed to deferve the moft condign punifh- 
ment, and adjudged to prifon, and to death. 
_ Far from attempting to juftify thefe feverities, I ef- 
teem this as the foulef? blot in Calvin's otherwife fair ef- 
cutcheon ; nor do I think the fpirit of the times any ex. 
culpation for violating the plaineft diates of the word 
of Ged and common fenfe, that liberty of confcience 
and private judgment are every man’s birtb-right :” and 
where nothing immoral, or tending by fome overt aGt 
to diflurb the peace of fociety appears, there all punifh. 
ment for matters of opinion muft be utterly unchriftian, 
and unjuftifiable. ; 
Calvin's advice to the Englifh Puritans, refpe@ing 
conformity, was fingularly conciliatory. He wifhed 
them in all matters of indifference to fubmit ; and where 
they could not, to give as little offence as poflible.— 
Suppoffing with the wifeft part of the reformed’Church, 
that * Jefus Chrift having left no exprefs dire€lions 
refpecting ecclefiaftical government, every nation might 
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efiablifh the foray molt agreeable to itlelf, provided no-. 
thiag was enjoined contrary to the word of God” 
That he was a great man, his enemies will not deny— 
that he was a good man, they who knew him belt bore’ 
the molt unimpeachable witnels: and “what none dare 
difpute, thofe who were the moft diflinguifhed in every 
Proteftant country, for learning and piety, courted his 
acquaintance, and gloried in his friendfhip ; than which, 
perhaps, a more unequivocal proof cannot be Potsed 
of hifian excellence. 


The reformed Church exhibited a coaitetladon of 
worthies, many of whom have been mentioned, and 
more are omitted, whofe writings demonitrate their 
deep erudition, apd theological knowledge ; and, who 
are fill confulted for their critical fkill, as well as for 
praflical improvement. Their fyftem was to open the 
word of God, as the fountain of wifdom, admitting no- 
thing to be taught, as divine truth, but what was clearly 
dedaciole from thence ; avoiding alf far-fetched inter+ 
pretations, and (cholaflic fubtleties. | And on this bafts 


‘of the pure word of God alone, have the reformed 


churches been erected: andamidft the deplorable apof. 
tacy from all religion, fubfifl in vigour to the prefent 
day. 


Ill. THE HETERODOX CHURCH. 


A THIRD body of Proteftants, who are formed into 
Church order and profels Chriftianity, I have ventured 
without meaning any bein: to clafs under the 
title of HETERODOX ; asthey differed fo effentially and 


fundamentally from the reft of the reformed. Thefe 


rofe up under feveral names and forms ; to the chief. 


of which I {hall {hortly advert, and their hiftory,. 
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. It was hardly poffible, when the {pirit of reformation 
afier years of darknefs invited to the perufal of the 
fcriptures, and to the moft unlimied freedum of enqui- 
‘yy into their contents, that a diverfity of fentiments 
fhould not arife among the learned ; from whom, and 
their conceit of fuperior intelligence, all herefies have 
nfually commenced. Of the multitudes therefore of 
thole, who rofe up in oppofition to the popith abules, 
fome pulhed their objetiions even to the Bible itfelf ; 
and rejeéted, as we have feen, revelation, and the . very 

“being ofa God. — The old herefies of Arian and Pela- 

_ gian origin, revived; and various fhades of degradation 
of Chrift’s divinity, brought him down from eflential 
godhead, to the loweft flate of humanity, in the fyhlem — 
called socrnr1anism: unlefs we fhall admit the mod. 
ern Unitarians to a lower flep ; who with the Davidifs, 
a fe@ in Tranf) lvania, refufed every addrefs, or honor 
of mediation, to Jefus Chrift. Indeed the gradations 
fcarcely deferve confideration, as the difference between 
the true God and no Ged is fuch, as hardly to. ad. 
mit of | any thing intermediate. This fe& appears to 
derive tts origin from: Italy ; and its name from Fauf 
tus Socinus ;* and to have fpread among a few individu- 
als of confiderable literature ; but not to have been 
moulded into form, and an eftablifhment, till wt vifired 
Poland, where, after fome viciffitudes, the city of Ra. 
cow, in the palatinate of Sendomir, became the fem- 
inary and metropolitan feat of this herefy ; and 

the Racovian catechifm their confefion of 
AN. 1574. faith. “The leading principle ofthe fe& Ag 
pears'to be, that, ee whatever furpafles the 
aes of human comprehenfion is to be excluded from 


-* Lelius Socinins, the Uncle of Faules owas properly the 
founder of this fea, y ope 
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the Chriftian profeffion.” The myftery of the Trinity— 
the incarnation of the Son of God—and the deity of 
the Spirit—are therefore, confequently, utterly renoun- 
cedin their creed. Refpe€ting the article of baptifm, 
they admitted only adults ; and. re-baptifed thofe who 
"joined them from other communions. They were con- 
fiderably divided among themfelves ; and though they 
made. many. zealous efforts from Racow, to {pread 
their tenets into other countries, they met with very lit- 
tle fuccels, being every where watched with a jealous 
eye, and often punilhed by both Lutherans and Calvin= 


its, as well as committed to the inguifition, under the 
Roman pale. 


Itis obfervable that fome of the moft zealous difci- 
ide of Socinianifm were phyficians, as Servetus, whofe 
fate is well known ; and whofe turbulent fpirit brought 
him to bis untimely end, inexcufable as the inftruments 
were who imbrued their hands in his blood. 


: An. 1563. Blandrata, another ae eee fent into 
Tranfylvania at the requeft of Prince Sigifmundy labor- 
ed with equal zeal and more fuccefs ; and with his affo. 
ciates {pread their opinions, and procured a peaceable ef. 
tablifhment, and open profeflion of their faith there, to 
this day. Though their numbers have’ not been great 
in any place, they have maintained an exiftence, and in 
the declenfions of pure Chriftianity, have gained profe. 
Tytesin countries, into which at firft they found no admif.. 
~fion ; as in England ; where an effort, though with no 

great fuccefs, bas been made to revive. the Unitarian 
and Socinian notions with fome deviations from their 
original. The indifference to all religion, has permitt- 
ed them peaceably toexift; at the fame time, that it hath 
been unfavorable to their progrefs ; as thele. opinions 
fuit not the multitude, and the few who chufe to be free- 
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thinkers, and treat revelation cavalierly, rather prefer to 
make no profeflion of Chriftianity at all. | 


The peaceablenels of the Socinian principles, which 
in their moft ancient catechifins, forbad oaths, or the re. 
fiftance of injury or oppreflion, made them much lefs 
obfervable than the feét of the Anabaptifis, with which 

they were often claffed becaufe of their coincidence in 
the point of baptifm, however different in other particu. 
YVars. Thefe laft indeed excited the greatelt diflurban- 
ces, required the ftrong arm of power to fubdue them, 
and brought upon themfelves the heavielt cenfures of 
the reformed, whether Lutherans or Calvinifts. 


Amidft the agitations of thofe days, arofe this feé; 
prefuming to founda new Church, in which every mem- 
ber should be atrue and real faint ; and. their leaders, 
under a fure divine impulfe, and armed with miraculoua 
powers againft ail oppofition. Under Muntzer, Stub- 
ner Stork, and Jobn of Leyden, a tumultuous multitude 
declared war againft all magiftracy, and propofed to ¢- 
re anew chrifiocracy, in which they expe€led the Sa. 
viour bimfelf perfonally to appear, and to rule the na- 
tions by them and their followers. The fir inunda- 
tion was {wept away as above recorded, and the leaders 
deftroyed. But the feé fubfified, and continued to 
diffeminate the fame hopes, and to make the fame pre- 
tenfions. Not that all who were included in the name, 
_ were alike turbulent in their principles, or fanatic in their 
expectations. Many of them appear to have been perfons 
of real piety, feduced by the hope of a purer and better 
flate of the Chriflian Church ; ardsonly held in com- 
mon with the reft, the neceflity, 6 Mt baptifm, by im- 
merfion. The different count ere they {pread, 
concurred in exerting every méans of fupprefling them; 
and abftained not from cruelties, which difgraced the 
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Chriftian name ; and which, as hath been often proved, 
the conftancy and intrepidity of the fufferers, braving 
the favagenels of their perfecutors, turned to the credit 
and advancement of their caufe. The magiftrate ab- 
furdly involved all who bore the name of Anabaptift in 
the fame criminality ; ; however harmle{s the vifionary. 
hopes of many were, compared with the errors and tur- 
bulence of others. And becaufe an incurable heretic in 
the eye of a proteftant, as well as a papilt, was ftill an 
objett for the {word and coercion of the eftablifhed gov- 
ernment, they fuffered feverely ; ; fo inadequately — was 
true Chriftian liberty yet underitood, 


On the defrudion of Munfter, with its taylor king, - 
and the difperfion of thofe who efcaped the fury of their - 
enemies, the fugitives perfecuted in every place, were 
reduced very low; and faw the extin@ion of their fe& 
approaching : when Menno, a Frieflander, who had 

been a popifh prieft, and, as he owns,a no. 
AN. 1536. t torioufly wicked man, was, by frequenting 

their affembly, reclaimed ; and being a per- 
fon of fingular abilities, joined the fociety, and became 
their chief, His indefatigable labors from Halland to 
Livonia, amidft innumerable dangers, greatly inereafed 
the number of his followers. The gentlenefs of his fpir- 
it, the piety of his céndu&, the power of his preaching ; 
and his unwearied zeal, gave weight to his advice. ie 
wifdom alfo removed the moft objeStionable parts of the 
Anabaptift tenets, and moulded them into a confiftence, 
far lefs offenfive to the reft of their Chriftian brethren. 
He retained ftill fome of the particular dottrines of the 
feG, refpeCting baptifim—the millenium—tke unlawfol. 
mefs of war—and of oaths—and the exclufion of at} 
magiltracy from their communion—but he condemned 
all their pall turbulence, polygamy, and pretences to in. 
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Spiration : recommending the greateft peaceablenels of 
conduét, even to non-reliftance, and the flrifleft purity 
of morals, without which none were to be admitted, or 
abide in their communion. Under fo prudent a leader, _ 
the fociety eflablifhed order, and obtained refpectabili- 
ty. Divifions among themfelves indeed greatly weak. 
ened their caufe; which all Merno’s prudence could 
not appeafe. A rigid fed arofe afleGting peculiar ftria. 
nefs of difcipline, apd hurling excommunications again{t 
their brethren on the flighteft occafions. This produc. 
eda feparation into the rigid and moderate Anabaptilts, 
® ‘and endlefs debates of too little confequence to dwell 
upon, 

In Holland, under that great friend of liberty, Wil- 
liam Prince of Orange, they obtained a peaceable fer. 
tlement, and liberty of confcience ; having generovfly 
affiged him with money ina great emergence. From 
thence they are fuppofed to have emigrated to England. 
But thofe who have fettled with us, differ fill much 
from the ancient and modern Mennonites ; and more 
among themfelves : for holding as the diftinguithing fea- 
ture of their party, the article of baptilm, nothing can be 
more remote from each other than the general baptifts, 
who have embraced the Arminian tenets, and the par. 
éicular Baptifts, who flrongly adhere to thofe ef Calvin, 
and the reformed churches. And of thefe latier, a great 
difference remains betwixt thofe who admit mixed coni- 
munion, and thofe who refufe it to any but their own 
pecufgar fet. A few alfo obferve the Jewifh fabbath, 
‘as their day of worfhip, in preference to the Lord’s day, 
and are termed feventh day Bapiifts. 


—~— + When I have ranked the fit “Anabaptils under the 
head of heterodox, with their fanatical opinions ; 1 wifh 
by no means to be underftood as comprehending the 
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Mennonites, or modern congregrations of Baptifts, on » 
any line with the Socinian and Arian herefy ; far other- 
wife. After Menno had purged this denomination from 
the moft exceptionable tenets, I have no doubt, that 
many of his followers and himfelf deferve 4 name in the 
Church of the living God, and were as true and real 
members of Chrift’s body, as the excellent in the reform. 
ed and Lutheran churches. And whoever candidly 
weighs their do@trines and praétices in the prefent day 
mult allot them a place among the faithful, as a general 
body, notwithftanding their tenacioufnefs on the point 
of baptifm. Indeed in all other things they feem very 
nearly united with their reformed brethren, refpetling 
- the fundamental articles of the Chriftian faith ; are ex. 
emplary in their zeal to promote the falvation of fouls 
by Jefus Chrift ; and exhibit refpe€table fpecimens of 
thofe wha walk fo, as we have Chrift for an, example. 
Through the weaknels of our intelleét, and the infirmi. 
ty of the flefh, it is not the lot of mortals: to ‘be of one 
mind, nor of real Chriftians to form a compleat fyftem 
of unity of opinion. But one thing they defire to do, 
to hold the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace : 
and to be of one heart, where they aré not perfeélly 
joined in the fame fentiments. And though they occu- 
py feparate communions, and affemble not in the fame 
places, or with the fame forms of worfhip, yet all who 
love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity, will love one 
another out of a pure heart fervently. In a better 
world we fhall be fill. more clofely united; and be one 
fold under one Shepherd. How fhould this profpeet 
and hope mortify the {pirit of prejudice and bigotry ia 
every heart, and lead us *) greater enlargement and 
mutual forbearance ! & 
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PROGRESS OF THE EXTERNAL CHURCH. 


. FTER ages of gloomy fuperfiition, the reign of 
‘& ignorance and primeval night, we have feen the 
fun of righteoufnels rifing with healing in his wings, to 
difpel the dark nels, and illumine the path, which alone 
can lead the faithful to the light of eternal day. 


The ftruggle in Europe, between truth and error had 
been long and obltinate ; and, however blefled the if 
fue, the effe Gs of the conteft were greatly to be deplor- 
ed, as having produced wars, which defolated the face 
of many countries, and confli@ts in all the landstof Chrif- 
tendom ; fometimes as fatal to the perfectitdfs, as to the 
perlecuted, 


The combatants now had ina fort refed on their. 
arms, and precluded, by the peace of Augiburg, from 
attempting any confiderable inroads on each other's ter. 
_‘Titories by violence, the Catholics and Proteflants be- 
gan to plan how they might extend their influence over 
the regions which had"been lately difcovered: The 
former elpecially, hoped thereby to recover fome indem- 
hity in the new Continent, for their loffes in the old. 


Herein, indeed the catholics poffeffed.a great and 
“manifett advantage, not only as united under one fpirit- 
wal head, but alfo becaufe the grand preerrics hag 
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been made by thofe who profeffed the faith of Romey 
and continued under her obedieuce. Thefe all equals 
ly wifhed with the popes themfelves; to propagate their — 
own religion, and thus confirm a furer and fafer domin- 
jon over thofe whom they had brought under the yoke, 
or hoped by monkifh auxihartes more eaffly 10 fubdue. ~ 
Nothing could more exaétly concur with the ambitious 
views of the papal fee. A hoft of mifionaries rufhed 
into the battle, zealoufly difpofed to fpread the Knowl. 
edge of fuch Chriftianity as they held, through | all the 
countries into which the arms or commerce of Spain 
and Portugal bad penetrated. We have feen the a et 
tions of Jefuits exprefsly devoted to this objet = nor 
were the ocher orders, rouled. by their zeal ~ emul 
tion, behind them in the work. | fs 


To dire& their efforts moft effeQually for iets 
the popifli religion, and bringing the fubje€ted nations, 
and others, within her pale, was among the moft impor- 
, tant objetts of the Church of Rome. With 

an. 1622.@view the pope eftablifhed a congregation 
‘ of Cardinals, de propaganda fide, whofesthies 
_ name expreffed their office. To defray every expence, 
avait carnal fucceflively increafed, furnifhed the 
_ moft ample means. The miflionaries- were educated, 
~ conveyed, and fupplied with every neceflary. Sanita 
ries were’ eftablilhed for fuch heathen converts as fhould: 
be fent to Europe from the different nations. Baoks 
“were printed in all languages for the ufe of miffions. A 
-provilion was made for ereGing fchools, and affording 
the poor alliance, whether by medicine or under any 
temporal want. In thor, every thing which could fore 
ward the niflvons was liberally fupplied. 
An. 1663. France copied the example of Rome, and 
formedan eltablifhment for the fame purpoles, 
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Regiments of friars, black, white, and grey, were ready 
for embarkation, however diftant the voyage or perilous 


. The Jefuits claimed the firft rank, as due to their 
zeal, learning, and devotednefs to the holy fee. The 
fag sh Francilcans, and other orders difputed the 
t 


with them : and jealous of their {uperiority, as is 


‘the cafe ufually betwixtrivals for fame, they impeached - 


the purity of their motives ; imputed their zeal to am. 
bitious purpofes ; and accufed them of fubjecting their 
converts to their own order, with a view ta make mer- 
chandife of them, Into thefe accufations probably 
much troth entered, but more envy. Indeed, the reli. 
gion which any of thefe taught, was almolt, if not alte. 
gether, as far removed from the fimplicity that isin Chrift, 
as the Paganifm from which the converts were drawn, 
From the commencement of the miffions, the congre. 
gation of Cardinals has been employed in hearing and 


examining innumerable memorials and criminations a- 


gainft the Jefuits, the moft grievous and difgraceful to 
the Chriftian name. 1 confefs, after conlidering the 
accufations and the avowed principle of popery, “ Thag 
every fraud and artifice is pious, that tends to promote 
the interefts of the Romifh Church,” the Jefuits feem — 
fully vindicated. Admitting this allowed principle, 


they aéted wifely. None can refufe them the ‘praife of 
indefatigable labor ; and little doubt can be entertained, 


that the iffue of their miffionary efforts would have been 


very different from what has happened, if they had*not 


been fo often checked in their career ; their fidelity to 
the feveral flates, under whofe patronage they aéied, 


rendered fafpicious ; and their devotednefs to the fee 
ef Rome itfelf queftioned. Their rivals infinuated, 
ahat they meant only the glory, riches, and increale of 
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_ their own order ; and facrificed to thefe every other 
confideration. Whether this was really the cafe or not, 
their fteps appear dire@ed with the mok confammate 
{kill, and crowned with aftonifhing fuccefs. They fud- 
ied the charaGters of thofe with whom they had to do, 
and futted themfelves alike to the peafant as the noble. 
They feleGed from their fociety, the. inftruments bet 
qualified for their feveral {pheres of ation. The 
were phyficians, aflronomers, mathematicians, painters, 
muficians, artifts, in every. occupation, that could ren= 
der their talents fubfervient to miffionary purpoles. 
Their gentle and infinuating manners gained the confi< , 
dence of the natives where they refided. They made 
themfel yes agreeable as ufeful to the fuperior ranks ; 
_ they condefcended to inftru@ the meaneft ; they confult 
ed the different inclinations and habits of the feveral 
nations, and the individuals of each. In fhort they de. 
‘termined to become all things to all men, that they 
might obtain the great objet i in their view. The new 
world and the Afiatic regions, were the chief field of 
their labors. ‘They penetrated into the uncultivated 
recefies of America ; civilifed the favages, and won them 
to habits of induftry. They vifited the untried regiong 
of. Diath Tonkin, and Cochinchina. : be 


“They entered the valt empire of China itfelf ; tee 
ated themfelyes into the confidence of that fulpicious 
people, and numbered millions among their converts. 
They dared affront the dangers of the tyrannical gov. 
ernment of Japan, and even there extended their con- 
guelts i in a manner almoft incredible, In. India they 
affumed the garb and aufterities of the Brahmins ; ; and 
boafted on the coafts of Malabar of a thoufand cons 
verts baptifed in one vear bya fingle miffionary. They 
could alike familiarife themfelyes with the magnificence 
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and juxury of the court of Pekin, or live on water and 
vegetables, like the Jogis ; and whatever their adveria. 
ries may object to the loofenefs of their moral fytiem, 
the conduét’ of the miffionaries was unimpeachable ; 
otherwife they had ncither attra@ed nor preferved the 
yeneration of their difciples—if they admitted -of relax- 
ation, it was for them, and not for themfelyes, | 


That their fufferings were great as their lebors were 
fuccefsful, we have the moft authentic evidence. The 
dreadful maffacres in China and Japan, proved them fin. 
_ cere; and at lealt, as true Catholics as any at Rome, 
Be iewhe re a un geen ecru g ir ce 


Refpeéting the two great points laid to their charge, 
of endeavoring to reconcile the Chriflian God, and the 
Chriftian doftrine to the prejudices of the difciples of 
Confucius, much may be faid in their vindication. 


1. With regard to the name of God. The ufe of the 
word Iven, which communicated the idea of Deity to 
a Chinefe, might furely be adoped without offence < 
and ifexplained, be equally proper as any other term 
of the Hebrew or Greek language. ‘ ; 


2. With regard to the rites, and offerings paid to 
their departed anceftors, fomething more obje€tionable 
may be found. To us who are no Papifts it mult ap- 
pear equally indifferent, whether the refpe&t be paid to 
Confucius, or a great grandfather, or to St. Januarits, 
or to St.Crifpin. And if thele rites were only refpeéiful 
memorials, and no idolatrous worfhip meant, or offered, 
perhaps as much or more might be pleaded for them, 
than for any European faints, many of whom are the 
€reatures of imagination, and neyer had an exifience. 
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‘I wonder not that thofe who had born the bundles 
ghd heat of the day, fhould obje@ to have priefts of o. 
ther orders fent from France and Italy to prefide over, — 
and dire@t the miffions which their labors had eftablifh. 
ed, and count themfelves infalted by fuch interference 5 — 
and more than this, from the purett motive, thev might 
jufly apprehend, that the work itfelf would fuffer by 
fach intrufion. 


But, I may not enter farther into thefe injudicious 
quarrels ; fuffice it only to obferve, that their effeéts were 
fatal to the miffionary. work, The. difputes among | the 
miffionaries affected their converts, and every whers 
produced contentions. The jealoufy of the govern- 
ments was roufed, A dreadful perfecution arofe in Ja- 
pan. The teachers, as well as the difciples, fell viétims | 
to the fury and fufpicion of that favage people ; and 
the name of Chriftian there is no more had in remem- 
brance, but to abhor it. AN. 1615. 


In China, a flourifhing zra gave brighter hopes of 
perpetuity, but they too were blafted. The fame effets 
produced the fame calamities ; and, though the prefent 
century left the. Jefuits pofleffed of a noble church at 
Pekin, within the imperial precings, and their miffiona- 
ries {pread through all that country, and the Mongat 
Tartary, the next faw them utterly expelled the empire, 
with great carnage, and funk never ta rife up again. 


This jealoufy of the Jefuits, and the final pievalencs 
of their enemies, leading ‘at laftto the fuppreffion of their 
order in the next century, has proved. eventually the 
moft fatal blow to the authority of Rome, and. led ak 
moft to the extinéion of all mifhonary labors among the 
Papifts ; am event which every Proteftant will | ieee 
confider as aufpicious.than affliftive. 


We 
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“In Africa, where the Portuguefe power prevailed, the 
Capuchins were chiefly employed, lefs artful and abie 
indeed than the difciples of Loyola, but equally zealous. 
They relate the wonders wrought by their minifiry at Be. 
‘nin, Soffala, and the weflern and fouthern coafts of Afri- 
‘ca: but thofe who have feen thefe negro Chriftians, the 
Catholics theinfelves being judges, will with difficulty 
admit them toa place in the Church of Chrift. Though 
they have beén baptifed, and learned to make the fign 

© of the crofs ; in all the eileniials of Chriftianity, whether 
of dodtriné or praétice, they differ litle from their 
© countrymen. It is among the awful fcenes, viewed 
with anguifh by every real Chriflian, that fo immenfe a 
‘région of the globe fhould be Jeft tothis day funk in Pa- 
gan and Mahomedan darknefs, and lying in the fhadow 
of death, and no effort made to pluck the brands from 
‘the burning. 

Not much more ¢an be foid for all the Catholic con: 
verfions made from Mexico to the Straits of Magellan. 
There Spaniards and Portoguefe are alike buried in ig- 

-porance, fuperflition, and profligacy, even below their 
bigotted countrymen in Furope. With fach examples 
“and fuch inftru€tors, the flate of the poor natives may 
well be imagined: immerfed in their ancient fvperfti- 
tions, they have added all the ceremonies and follies of 
their new réligion, to the abfurdities of the old. 


| Yet let it be remembered, that however Jefuits or 
- Capuchins may be delpifed or condemned by Protett- 
“ants, their conduét is to us highly reproachful. That 
“we who vaunt a purer Chriftianity, and have fo many 
nobler motives to animate our zeal, have been hitherto 
fo backward in the work of heathen miflions, fo indiffer- 
ent about enlarging the borders of Immanuel’s kingdom, 
and fo cold in our love towards the fouls purchaled by 
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his moft precious blood, muft be confeffed our guilt and 
fhame, and can neither be too deeply lamented, or toe 
foon amended. 


Among the Proteflants it mutt be owned, the efforts 
to fpread the gofpel in the heathen world were few and 
feeble. A zealous Lutheran, Frneft, Baron. of Wellsg. 
felt for the honor of his profefiion, and for the glory of 
the Lord, and fought to form a fociety for a Proteftant 
miffion ; but a variety of impediments difappointed his 
purpofes, and no effectual benefit refulted from the ate 
tempt. 


The two #réat nations of Englifh and Dutch were tod 
much engroff-d with their commercial concerns to take 
religion into their views and utterly negleted this great 

object. Such a fcheme, indeed, was form. 
AN. 1677. ed under Charles E. and a fociety appointed 
under the fanétion of parliament for this pur. 
pofe : but the confufions which followed; prevented a. 
ny confiderable efforts being made during the civi! wars. 
And zealous as Cromwell profeffed himfelf for Chrif- 
tianity, he was too much taken up in fecuring his preca. 
rious dominion at home, to extend his'concern to the 
heathen abroad; At the reftoration of Charles the fec. 
ond, the fociety was re eftablilhed, but the temper of 
that reign was little ilicinati the project languifhed 
in luke-warmnefs. All that can be called miffionary la: 
bor at that time, muft be afcribed to the Puritans and 
non-conformilts, who fled to Ameri¢a to efcape the per. 
fecutions of government at home. Some of thele men 
of God ciftinguifhed their zeal in labors among’ the. 
poor Indians, which were crowned with tokens of divine 
favor. The names of Brainerd, Mayhew, 
an. 2633. and Shephard, deierve to be. as in-rememe © 
brance : and, above all, the excellent Elliot, 
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called the Apoftle of the Indians, a title merited by his 
indefatigable labors, and fignal fuccefs among them ; and 
more efpecially by his tranflation of the Scriptures into 
their language, and thus enabling them to read and un. 
derftand. the oracles of God. Thefe attempts in Amer- 
ica roufed the attention of many at home ; and another 
fociety, noble in its inflitution, was formed for promot. 
ing Chriftian knowledge. 1 with 1 could report the 
“mighty effedis, and the zealous labors of the miffionaries 
~fent forth under their. aulpiceés. Some good, however, 
has beén done in India, abd elfewhere, and particularly 
in the immenfe number of bibles and religious tras, 
‘which have been difperfed through all parts of the Brit. 
ifh dominions ; and never can the word of God be pe- 
rufed without being the favor of life unto life, or of 
death unto death. 
_ I wou'd mention the efontiad the Dutéh, if I could 
trace the brightnefs of the gofpel glory rifing un-~ 
der their patronage. The independents from Leyden, 
indeed, emigrated to the Dutch colony in North Anter- 
ica, and were among the firft harbingers of gofpe! day ; 
and i in all their fettlements the reformed religion was fet 
up ; though I find no record of confiderable fuccefs in 
the converfion of the heathen. In Ceylon, indeed, 
and on the coat of Malabar, fome traces of miffionary 
labors remain. I may not conceal that in Japan, it is 
faid, they hold the only {pot which Europeans are per- 
mitted to enter, and that purchaled for commercial pur- 
pofes, by denying that they are Chriflians, and trampling 
on the crofs : but I fhall not, for the honor of the Ba- 
tavian nation, ‘eafily adopt fo infamous a report. It is 
to be lamented, that vaft as their commerce, and exten- 
five astheir foreign fettlements have been, no vigorous 
milfionary efforts have yet been mads,to carry the glad 
ws: of falvation to the countries which Providence 
S 
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placed under their yoke, of brought inte conneétion 
with them : but my bufinefs is to record what hath been 
done, rather than to blame what hath been negleéted: 


The amazing progrefs in all {ctentific attainments; pe- 
culiarly marks this age ; never perhaps before was fuch 
a conffellation of fages feen upon this flage of earth, 
who carried philofophy to its bigheft pitch. From the 
great Bacon, Lord Verulam, who led the way at the 
commencement of this ara, to the greater Sir Ifaac New. 
ton, fuppofed juftly to be the firft of human beings for 
intellect, difcoveries, and extent of knowledge. England 
claims, and juftly, the firft place inthe temple of literary 
fame. But other nations boaft alfo their produétions : 
Italy her Galileo, France her Gaflendi and Defcartes, 
Germany her Leibnitz, and Denmark her Tycho Brae 
he, with a thoufand other names of eminence, who eclip. 
fed all thofe who had preceded them in mathematics, 
aftronomy, and natural philofophy ; and, indeed, in 
moft other branches of knowledge, phyfic, chymiftry, 
hiftory, phyfiology, and every kind of lnerature, facred 
or profane. In every nation the language became more 
polifhed, and the writers as elegant in their expreflions, 
as deep in their refearches: But thefe I maft pafs haf- 
tily over, as the more immediate fubje@ of the Church 
of Chrift will furnifh abundant matter. 

Yet it muft not be forgotten, that amidft this vaft 
acceflton tothe ftock of human knowledge, many reput- 
ed geniufes arofe, whofe fame (or fhall I rather fay ine 
famy) was built upon the moft daring attacks on revela.. 
tion, or the moft infidious attempts to undermine it, 
To philofophize above what is written, and for vain mam 
to affect to be wifer than God, is too correfpondent with 
his fallen nature, ready to abufe the nobleft faculties to 
the moft perverfe purpofes. Of thele, whilft France 
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furnifhed her Vanini, and Holland the Jew Spinoza, 
England exhibited, with a general profligacy of manners, 
under Charles Il. fome of the moit impious writers and 
the moft infidel ; who took abundant pains to diffemin- 
ate their deiftical and atheiftical tenets, and to emboiden 
in his wickednefs, the foo} who had faid (or at leaft hop- 
ed) in his heart, that there is no God. Such were 
Hobbes, Toland, and the Lords Herbert, Rochefler, 
and Shafifbury, ‘who endeavored, partly by reafoning, 
partly by ridicule, to overturn the faith of the unftabie 
profeffor, or to harden the hearts of the profligate. 
‘Many, indeed, inftantly arofe to lift up the fhield a. 
gainft the fiery darts of the wicked : and that great and 
able Robert Boyle, who is faid to have always read the 
Scripture on his knees, zealous for divine truth, as em. 
inent in philofophical difcoveries, inftituted a conflant 
annual courfe of leGures, in defence of that religion, 
which thefe fceptical philofopbers endeavored to {up- 
plant and deflroy. Let it be however particularly not- 
ed, that the great luminaries of the age, were the ftren- 
uous defenders of divine revelation. Newton, Locke, 
Boyle, Maclaurin, and others, alike diftinguithed for 
fcience, gloried in believing on the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Not that the faith of the gofpel ftands in the wildom of 
man, but in the power of God. 


_ The general. ftate of the Church will be feen, as we 
pafs in review the feveral members of which it was com- 
Mpofed ; the Papifts, the Greeks, and the Proteflants : 
‘the latter of which will more elpecially engage our at- 
tention, as in the others little elle will be found than 
arkneli, and the fhadow of death.” 
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CHAP. IL. 
ON THE CHURCH OF ROME, 


THE indignant pontiifs beheld the lofs of their flocks, 
and the defalcation of their revenues ; and deep 

in their bearts’ méditated the means of their TECOVETY, 
and of vengeance oh their enemies. The peace of 
“Augtburg had bound up the arm of violence from perfe- 
cution, and ‘every where ‘proclaimed peace and toler- 
ance among the contending princes, ‘But peace was 
torment to the Romifh prelates ; and tolerance, of all im- 
aginable ‘evils, the moft intolerable, and treafon againft 
the majelty of thofe anathemas, which they had .burled 
agaioft all heretics. © The firft objett therefore of Rome, 
and of thofé who filled the papal chair, was to break 
this bond of union; to roufe the Catholic princes to 
freth a€ts of oppreffion i in their own dominions, and to 
renewed attempts, to bring back to the houfe of their 


prifon, thofe who had emantipaled themfelves from the 
yoke of bondage. ay ; 


ae This was the uniform purfuit and {pirit of all the Fae 

ceflive pontiffs; apd they employed the moft powerful 
* ‘engines of craft'and cruelty’ to éffea their purpofes, 
y Osphe hiftory’ of one’ will be nearly the hiftory of all; 

though fome were men of a more learned caft ; others 

» more daringly’ flagitious and profligate in their manners ; 

and here and there a gentle ipirit, covered wich an ho. 

neft blufh, that confeffed guilt ; and heaved a fuppreff- 

ed figh for reformation, whic h the flate of porery was 

too inveterately rooted in evil to admit. 1 fhall not 
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therefore particularize, but purfue the fleps which mar- — 


ked the defigns of the’ ponufical chair, leaving ‘thete 
who have done jultice to them feverally, to ‘brand with 
infamy the impurities, and open profligacy of Innocent 
the Tenth, the moft criminal of men ; and to adora 
the memory of the ingenuous Odefchalchi, Innocent 
XI. who fought in vain to cleanle the Augean fable, 


As the objeét was to recover their loft power, wealth 
and dominion, the means they poffeffed unfortunately 
were but too well fuited tothe end. The Houfe of Au. 
ftria with the other Catholic princes, the devoted parti- 
fans of the holy fee, were efpecially courted. To thefe 
they locked for an arm of flefh and perfecution ; and 
endeavored to roufe them to recover their paft influence, 
by breaking the peace of Augfburg, and bruifing under 
the rod of oppreffion thofe, whom they had bound them. 
felves to prote&t and tolerate, sgl 5 ica paeam 

Another, and yet more powerful engine, was found 
in the wily, infinuating, refllefs, and indefatigable order 
of Jefuits ; the firmeft fupporters of the holy {ee, and its 
molt zealous, as well as able fatellites. Thele were dife 
perfed through all lands, and feized every opportunity 
to pervert theignorant, or opprefs the feeble. In the 
courts of princes, whofe confeflors they chiefly were, 
the laxity of their moral fy {tem recommended their pre. 
{criptions for quieting guilty confciences ;.and one 


commutation was always fure to be fuggefled, as cover. 


ing a multitude of fins ; and this as eafy to perform, as 
flattering to human pride and fuperflition. Zeal for 
the converfion of heretics, and the employment of any 
means to effect it, however favage or contrary to the 
moft folemn engagements, cancelled all crimes. 


The pens of thefe artful and perfidious cafuifts were 
firft employed to prove the nullity of the peace of Augt. 


* 
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tgs tid and to charge upon the Proteftants, various pres 
tended infractions ; in order to juftify the attack medis 
tated againft them. 


The Houfe of Auftria gained by the popes, and thefe 
jefuitical dire@tors of their confciences, began with the 
violation of the treaty, in their own hereditary domin.” 
jons. They endeavored to prevail upon the Proteft- 
ants to return to the Romifh pale, by carefles, promif. 
eS, the wiles of controverfy, and the ingenuity of fraud 
in all which, thefe new. apoftles were employed seit 
much factet, To bend the ftubborn and to fubdue 
the daring, innumerable aéts of oppreffion were exercif- 
ed: and “where the law was fuborned to collogue with 
power, redre(s was fought invain, The Proteftants had 
no choice, but to fubmit, or fly their country, 


Bohemia next experienced the arm of popith tyranny. 
Defpair drove the Bohemians to refiftance, and to wreak 
on their perfecutors vengeance for the wrongs they 
had received. And _ here humanity bleeds, and Chrif= 

tianity groans, over the miferies infeparable 
AN. 1619. from civil war. On the death of the Empe. 
ror Mathias, the. Bohemians refolved to, 
chufe a king of their own faith, and to preferve their 
civil and religious liberties againft the all grafping arm 
of Auftria. For this purpofe they offered their crown 
to the illuftrious eleGor palatine, a Proteftant, and fon. 
in law to the King of England ; hoping to ftrengthen 
themfelves greatly by fuch an eleGion. In an unfortu- 
nate hour Frederic accepted the crown, and prepared. 
to defend himfelf, and his new fubje&s, againft the 
© claims and arms of Ferdinand, of Auftria, The iffue of 
the conflict was the molt affliftive, Frederic not only 
loft his crown and kingdom, but his own eleGorate. 
‘The imperial arms triumphed : and what tendered this 
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more grievous, it was ina great meafure owing tothe = 
bafenefs of Jobn, ele€tor of Saxony, who helped on the 
deftruion of Frederic and his brethren : whether mo. 
ved by envy at his elevation, or by prejudice againf 
him as a Calvinift. The ruin of the poor Proteftants 
followed in Bohemia, and the Palatinate; and they — 
groaned under every oppreffion that abuled power 
could inflict, and religious bigotry fuggefl + meanwhile 
our wretched and pufillanimous James I. looked on, 
nor moved a finger to fupport his worthy fon; or the 
finking caufe of the reformed religion. 

Tilly, the imperial general, now reigned without op- 
ponent, and Rome began again to number Germany a 
morig the countries of her obedience. The Proteftants, 
unable to make head againft their conquerors, main- 
tained a precarious tenure in their own dominions ; and 
every day proclaimed the approaching defpotic power 
of the Emperor, and the fubjugation of the Lutherans, 
and of all who had deferted the popifh pale. Rome ex. 
ulted in her profpeéts, and the jefuits redoubled their 
efforts in the conquered countries, to feduce the vati- 
guifhed, to make their peace with the conquerors, by a 
change of their religion: 


The emperor, boundlefs in bis ambition, as enflaved 
to popery, now caft off the mafk ; and in dire& breach 
of the peace of Aug burg, infligated by the Jefuitical 

emiflaries of Rome, iflued an edi& for the 

AN. 162g. refloration of all that bad been taken from. 
the Church, in virtue of the former treaty. 

Ry hatever priefts and monks chofe to claim, the impe. @ 
rial foldiers were at hand to feize ; and refiflance was 
vain, where tyranny perverted the lake againft the Prot. 
eflant poffeffor. The cries of the oppreffed were loud, 
The wife and confiderate of the papilts themfelves {up- 
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ported the complaints which reached the imperial 
throne, and remoniirated, that the inevitable confequence 
would be to roufe the Bohemians by defpair to refilt. 
ance, and to leave the country ravaged, ruined, and def. 
titute of inhabitants. But the favage bigot Ferdinand 
replied, malumus regnum vaflatum, quam damnatum.— . 
« T had rather fee the kingdom a defert, than damned.” 
Terror and difmay {pread over the remaining princes. 
The Proteflant caufe was reduced to the loweft ebb ; 
its final overthrow in the empire feemed inevitable and 
approaching. But God in wrath remembered mercy ; 
and though he thus punifhed their declenfions, he would 
not wholly give them over for a prey to the teeth of 
their enemies. 


AN. 1690. The magnanimous King of Sweden; 
Guftavus Adolphus, heard the groans of his brethren - 
with anguifh. He faw the courage of the few remain- 
ing Lutheran princes quelléd by fear; or théir arm pal- 
fed by mean attention to their. own ‘intereft, and bafe | 
hope of profiting by the fpoils of others ; thoagh like 
the companions of Ulyfles, Saxony the chief could only 
expef to be laft devoured. He refolved to refcue them 
from oppreffion or perifh in the attempt. The court of 
France, jealous of the Emperor’s overgrown power, in- 
figated Guflavusto the énterprize, and promifed him 
affitance. He knew he fhould find alfo friends among 
the timid, when they dared to déclare themifelves, and 
were {ure that help was at hand. He boldly therefore 
drew the fword, and witha {mall but chofen army, ¢roff- 
ed the fea, and landed in Germany to maintain the lib 
ertv of his brethren, and check the encroachments of 
Aufria and Rome. The iffue is well known— Vidtory 
crowned the hero. The infolent pride of Ferdinand 
was humbled ; his generals defeaté@. And’ though thé 
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King of Sweden fell at Lutzen,* at the head of his chof. 
en band, on the bofom of viftory, his death arrefed not 
the vigor of the Swedes. The generals who fucceeded 
Guftavus, maintained their fuperiority ; tl worn out 
with a war of thirty years of mifery, all parties became 
difpofed to heal the wounds which bled throughout 
this unhappy country, by the peace of Welt- 
an.1645. phalia. In vain the Pope and the Jefuits 
endeavored to put every obftacle in the 
way of its conclufion. Neceflity obliged both parties 
to compromife their differences. The Emperor indeed 
refuled to grant their former liberty to the Proteftants 
in Auftria and Bohemia, or to reftore the Palatinate ; 
yet all the other claims of the Proteftants were folemnly 
admitted and guaranteed. The reftitution edict was 
revoked-; and the Proteltant and reformed tintereft fet- 
tled on a bafis not eafily to be thaken. 
i aes 
* The intrepid and fuccefsful efforts of this brave defender of 
the Proteftant intereft, at a period in which it was menaced with 
an utter extin@tion, feem to demand that he fhould be remember- 
ed with particular refpeét. The Reader will be pleafed to fee rhe’ 
following fhort fketch of hischarater taken from Ruffel's modern 
Europe. ‘ No Prince, ancient or modern feems to have puffeff- 
*tdin fo eminent a degree as Gustavus Apotruus, the unit- 
ed qualities of the hero, the flatefman and the commander ; that 
intuitive genius which conceives, that wifdom whjch plans, and 
that happy combination of courage and condu& which gives fac. 
cefs to an enterprife. Nor was the military progrefs of any lead- 
er ever equally rapid, under circumftances equally difficult, with 
2a inferior force, againft warlike nations, and difciplined troops, 
commanded by able and experienced generals. His greateh 
fault as a king and commander was da excefsof valor. He ufu- 
ally appeared in front of the battle; mounted on a horfe of a par- 
ticular color, which, with his large and majeitic ftatuve, furpaffing 
that of every other Swede, made him known both to friends and 
foes, But Guftavus had other qualities befides thof of a milita- 
ry and political kind. He was a pious Chriftian, a warm friend, 
a tender hufband, a dutiful fon, and affedtiionaie father.” 


r 


& 
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The dragon gnafhed with vexation at feeing his prey 
thus efcape ; and fet himfelf to provide new meansy 
and to plot new wiles, for the feduction of thofe, whom 
he found himfelf unable to fubdue. Nor were thefe 
without confiderable effe&. As open violence was 
reftrained, the Jefuits and crafty prelates endeavor 
ed under pretence of reconciling, to foften down the 
groffer features of popery, and to give them a more 
inoffenfive afpeét. They profeffed a wiilingnefs to 
grant almoft any indulgencesto the fcrupulous, only 
that they fhould return to the bofom of the Romifh 
Church, and heal the fchifm ; for this end conferences 
were held, difputations on the points of controverfy 
managed with greater mildnefs and dexterity ; every 
winning artifice was employed, and every tempting cffer 
made, which could either furprife the confcience of the 
doubtful and ill-informed, or tempt the worldly-minded. 


But thefe arts, through the watchfulnefs of the Prot- 
eftants, were ina meafure difappointed. The Gera 
mans chofe to preferve their own liberty and religious 
profeffion. Yet a Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, was 
perverted, quitted her country and died at Rome: a 
woman of no femblance of religion. A Marquis of 
Brandenburgh : a Count Palatine ; a Duke of Brunf- 
wick ; and a King of Poland, who procured a crown 
by his apoftacy ; thefe, with feveral men of learning 
and name, alfo joined the popifi communion. Indeed 
the zeal for making converts among the Romanifts, 
met with little of equal attivity among the Proteftants. 
The fire of the reformation was damped; a fpirit of 
formality and fecurity grew upon them; and the num. 
ber of thofe whofe hearts were delivered from the do- 
minion of the leading errors of popery was not fo great, 
as the general profeffion feemed to fignify. An una 
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waked confcience, znd the bias to lean on our own 
wifdom and doings for falvation, left many, of the 
wife and learned allo, an eafy prey to feduétion. 
A richer fpoufe alfo tempted them; for all the great 
preferments were in the apoftate Churen: The hopes 


of Rome thus continued to be fupported, and their fe- . 


cret pratlices in all nations attended with confiderable 
fuccefs, Where they could influence the ruling pow- 
ers, the fubjects found no agreements or treaties bind- 
ing. Hence in Poland the Proteflants, under a variety 
of pretexts, were robbed and plundered, ejefled from 
their churches, deprived of their fchools, and cruelly 
punifhed, in order to engage them to renounce their faith 
and profeffion, i in contradidtion to all juftice, and with. 

out hope of redrefs. The fame fcene was aG- 
AN. 1671. ed in Hungary, under the hereditary bigotry 

of the Houfe of Auftria. The dukes of 
Savoy and Piedmont were infligated to hunt out the 
poor remains of the Waldenfes from the faflnefles of 
the mountains, where they had fought a hiding place, 
and with all the animofity of inquifitorial cruelty, to 
wafte by fire and fword the feeble, but patient and un- 
refilting remains of this faithful people. AN. 1632—~ 
1085. oes 


In Spain, as the number of Morifcoes was great, and 
their attachment to Mahomed inveterate, the enmity. of 
the clergy, and the intolerance of bigotry compelled 
them to quit their country, or their religion. Millions 
of the Moors, faithful to’ their prophet, facrificed all 
their fabftance, relatives and native land, and were 
tranfported into Africa : carrying their diligence and 
arts to enrich the foil of Fez, and Morocco ; and leav. 
ang a defert bebind them yet unpcopled. But ibe 
Church gained, whatever might be the loffes of the 


er. 
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State ; and procured acquifitions in the evacuated 
kingdoms, which well repaid the zeal of the inquifitors. 


In France a conftant infringement of the Proteftant 
liberties, reduced the numbers, and awakened the com- 
plainings of the oppreffed. Every art was ufed to 
flimulate the ruling powers to perfecution ; and every 
wile of cunning to furprife the confciences of the mon. 
archs, furrounded by jefuits, confeffors, priefts and 
bifhops, all in league,to bring back the Huguenots to 
the houle of their prifon. After being Jong harrafled by 
perfecution, the revocation of the ediét of Nantz, com- 
velled many hundreds of thoufands of 
AN. 1684. French Proteftants to feek refuge in for- 

- eigniands. Ah! the day of recompence is 
come. God is vifiting upon the children the iniquity 
of their fathers, and giving them blood to drink, for the 
innocent Proteflant blood poured out on eyery fide. 


Nor were the artifices of popery confined to the na- 
fions under her own obedience. | England was always 
anenviable objeé&; fo long a fief of Rome, and patient. 
ly plundered, now cut off root and branch from all con. 
nexion or communion with the holy fee. No faith was 
to ebkept with fuch heretics ; and killing them efteem. 
ed no murder, but meritorious. Such were the maxims of 
of popery ; fuch Garnet, the Jefuit fuperior in England 
taught ; and furprifed the confcientious papift, Sir Ev. 
erard Digby, and others, into a plot, the moft horrible 

in its nature, and which threatened to be the 
AN. 1605. moft dreadful in its effeGs ; no lefs than to 

blow up the king and both houfes of parlia- 
ment with gun powder ; and in the confufion of the na. 
tion, which muff enfue, to fet up the Roman Catholic 
religion. The blood runs cold when we review this fcene 
of deliberate and atrocious wickednefs, fanGlioned by 
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Rome, and fure to merit the higheft degree of glory in 
that antichrifiian church. | Juft at the moment of its 
execution a gracious Proyidence difcovered the infer- 
nal defign, and expofed the diabolical conf{pirators, to 
the righteous laws of their country. 5 


Difappointed, but not difcouraged, the pontiffs and 
Jefuits purfued their objc& with more caution, and 
Geeper laid {chemes ; and fometimes with a profpeét of 
fuccefs, that filled the ambitious prelate with premature 
exultation ; though mercifully ending in difappoint- 
ment. What could not be effe&ied under James I. 

was attempted under his fucceflor\CwaRLes 

AN. 1625. I. He had taken a bigoted papift for his 
Queen ; and with her a legion of Jefuits 

followed. He had promoted the violent Laud, haifa 
papift, to the fee of Canterbury, who feconded all his 
tyrannical defigns. Mofheim indeed is utterly miftaken 
in afferting, that they caufed “the Church of England to 
be new modelled, and publicly renounced the Calvinif. 
tic opinions :” for the articles, liturgy and homilies con. 
tinued in full force as ever : yet that they wifhed and 
attempted it is too true. Laud was a bitter Arminian, 
“firongly fufpe€ted of leaning to popery, and conftantly 
endeavoring to enlarge the ritual, and bring it to a great- 

er conformity with Rome ; whilft his encouragement, 

feconded by the royal patronage, of all who oppofed the 

eftablifhed doétrines ; and his cruelty and oppreffion 

of thofe who held them, whom he charged with Puri- 

tanifm, becaufe they zealoufly counteraéted his defigns, 
kept the beft men out of the Church, or filenced thole 
who were in it ; and encouraged the apoftates to greai- 

er diligence by the affured profpe& of preferment.—- 

Forbes, one of them, who well knew the obje&s then 

puifued, has given every reafon to conclude, that both 
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Charles J. and his archbifhop, would have been well 
content to come to terms, and be reconciled with 
Rome. This fatal event was prevented, by one little © 
lefs to be deplored, the civil wars which broke out, and 
brought thefe unhappy innovators to that fearful end, 
which many, who molt abhorred their popilh and tyran- 
nical defigns, moh deeply condemned. When once 
the torch of difcord had lighted up the flames of war, 
the politic CromweELt and his affociates led on the 
conflagration ; and the head, which wore the crown, 
fell the victim to his own bigotry and duplicity, and the 
ill-direGted councils of Laud and his popifh advifers, 


Thus for a while the wicked, but exalted proteQor, 
waved the bloody fword, not only over his own land, 
_ but made the monarchs of Chriftendom tremble, court 

his friendthip, and fufpend their perfecutions againft the 
Proteftants. Even the tiara itfelf was obliged to bow 
down ; which he fometimes threatened to pluck from 
the head of the unworthy wearer; and bis menaces 
were known to be no dbruta fulmina ; but.terribly real- 
jzcd againfl his enemies. Whatever judgment may be 
formed of bis chara&ter by others, the refleGing Chrif. 
tian will probably think, as 1 do, that tyrannical as 
Cromwell was, We are as much indebted, under a gras 
cious over.ruling Providence, to this man for the pref- 
ervation, as to the bloody Henry the Eighth, for the 
introdudtion of the Proteftant religion amongfl us. The 
good hand of our Gad over us for good is not the lefs 
to be acknowledged, becaufe the infruments employed 
_ meant not fo, but acted under the ampulle of their owg 
" pr oe ambition, and felfitbnefs, 


. 1660. The reftoration of Cuanuzs. the fee- 
bes once more revived the moft fanguine hcpes of 
Rome. He was a man of the moft profligate character © 


Gent; 17.) THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. _1gt 


and corrupted principles; and as popery to fach a 
one was the molt convenient religion, be had, during 
his exile, embraced it, and become the pupil of the 
Jefuits. But as the utmoft fecrecy was needful, in or- 
der to procure his return; he mace the moft {pecious 
and folemn profeffions of zeal for the Proteftant faith 
and the Church of England; and was obliged to veil 
his defigns at firft,; under the cloak of the profounde 
_ hypocrify. When he had by this means recovered 
the throne of bis anceftors, the love of eafe, and 
the love of pleafure, palfied his fecret defires for 
the reftoration of the religion he had embraced; 
and which only could be eftablifhed in a nation who 
abhofrred it, by a contention that might have again fent 
him into the banifhment from which their voice had re. 
called him. Not that bis purpofe was altered, or his plans 
_laid afide. His treaty with the King of France, through 

the fecret negociation of the Lord Arundel 
AN. 1676. of Wardour, a zealous papift, hed the reflora- 

tion of popery for its grand obje&t. And 
sheto pi he was withheld, by political circumflances, 
from introducing the promifed fupplies of mens “he 1e: 
ceived the unkingly fubfidy of two hundred thoufand 
pounds yearly,to betray his country to its enemies; and 
wept, fays Mr. Hame, for joy during an interview with 
his fifter, the Dutchefs of Orleans, at the hope of quick- 
ly realizing the proje& of bringing back his kingdom 
within the Romifh pale of obedience. But bis indolence, 
his cowardice, and the purfuit of his fcandalous amours, 
occupied his time and thoughts, and diverted him. from 
venturing upon any fleps of danger and difficulty. 
Death farprifed him in the mid of his pleafures, and 
the profeffion of Proteftantifm, with his bifhops around 
him. A popifh prieft was haflily fent for up the back 
flairs ; and the refi all excluded, whilft he made his lalt 
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peace with Rome, and received the delufive viaticum, 
Thus died as he lived, that wicked, gentlemantike, 
lewd, deceitful, popifh hypocrite, Charles the fecond. 
An. 1685. Fhe church of Rome hada more faithful 
and zealous fon in his fucceflor James II. Open in 
his profeflion, and more violent, even than bis Jefuie 
covfefiors themfelves, he no fooner fueceeded to the 
throne, than he unveiled, with unjefuitical imprudence, 
his intentions ; and thus defeated his own defigns. Too 
fincere to dare to bea hypocrite, and too confident of his 
own power to carry his purpofes into execution, he 
wantonly trampled on the laws of the land ; affronted 
the Church, by all the trumpery of the mafs reflored in 
bis chapel ; and the nation, by a&ts of defpotifm it was 
little difpofed to endure. His craftier affociates would 
have checked the rapidity of bis movements, and the 
pontiff himfelf wifhed to rein in the tmpetuous monarch ; 
but the merit, and the glory, after which he afpired, of 
faving the nation, over which he prefided, from hell and 
herefy, drove him on furioufly to his own deftru@ign. 
Fhe generous Wittram or Hotianpn, who had mar- 
wied bis daughter, the next Proteftant heirefs to the 
throne, obeyed the call of the people, and hafted to their 
deliverance. James, deceived by courtier bows and 
profeflions, flattered himfelf with the fidelity 
an. 2688. of his army and navy ; but, no fooner was 
the Proteftant deliverer landed, than every 
man, even bis deareft friends and hts own daughter, de- 
ferted the bigot King, and left him as deftitute of all 
help, as before he had appeared de{potic and. fervilely 
obeyed. Thus once more the prey was taken from the 
“mighty ; and, in the critic?l moment, when the wafter 
was ready to deftroy, a gracious interpofition of Prov- 
idence preferved the purity of religion, and the liberties 
ofthe land. Rome, gnafhed with dilappointed rage and 
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malice, fought to arm her avengers to reftore the audi. 
cated monarch ; and allured with tbe hope of ambitious 
conquelts, the rival governments of France and Spain, 
to fecond her own deep laid fchemes of fubje€tion, but 
in vain. William, firm in the affeGions of his people, 
lifted up the banner of vi€tory; and in Ireland and 
‘Engiand, humbled all his enemies, and laid the founda. 
tions of a conftitution, which, with Fathet Paul, every 
good Englifliman prays, e/lo perpetua, = 


The arms of Romé were now again reduced to fub. 
‘terfuge, wile; and cunning. The Jefuits unabafhed, 
and rifing, Antzeus like, from their defeats, marfhalled 
anew their forces. In France thete arofe a hoft of Pot- 
emics, who were called Methodifts, from the artful meth- 
ods which they took to confound, feduce, and pervert 
the Proteftants from their religious principles. Veron, 
‘the fefuit, and others, with the eminent Cardinal Rich- 
elieu at their head, endeavored to eflablifh the authort- 
tYand unity of-the Church, as a divine canftitution, 
where the danger of {chifm, and the prefcription of an. 
tiquity formed the plaufible arguments of fophifiry. The 
contempt into which Popery is now funk, and ihe ex- 
tinGtion of its molt crafty fupporters, makes it fuperflu- 
“Ous to reply to arguments long fince confuted, and fol. 
_ hhes now become obfolete ; and of which the remaining 
‘fatellites of Rome are themfelves afhamed. But in that 
day, much mifchief arofe from them ; and between the 
feduftions produced by intereft, fear, ignorance, or fur. 
“prile, many departed from the profeffion of faithvand 
“reconciled themfelves to the falfe Church. Yet, on the 
“whole, the progrefs of knowledge weakened the pillars 
of fuperftition, and in every ftate the increafe of infidel- 
ity was ftill more evident than of popery : and the 
mines were prepared of that philolophical impiety, 
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which our days have feen burfting into explofion, and 
overturning all the ftrong holds of Catholicifm, ais 


The promifing appearances alfo ef the fpread of Ro- 
manifm in many foreign lands, at the beginning of the 
century declined towards the end of it, and all their lau- 
rels of convertion, were blafted in Afia and Africa. 
Partly by the intrigues difcovered in Japan, which a« 
wakened that ferocious government againft the’ Jefuits ; 

partly by the infolence with which they care 

AN. 1634. ried on their pretenfions, as in Abyffinia, 

and which ended in their expulfion : by 

thefe calamities, whether true Chriftianity gained or 
loft, is avery difputable matter. 


A quarrel with the Venetians had nearly feparated 
that country from the Romifh Jurifdition. The med- 
tation of Henry 1V. King of France, prevented a fatal 
rupture ; but the bands of allegiance were fo loofened, 
and the peace reftored on fuch terms, as fecuring the 
pontiff’s honor, left htm only nominal power in religious 
matters ; whilft the tate maintained her national author- 
ity and independence. The famous Father Paul, the 
candid author of the council of Trent, gained himfelf, 
in this controverfy, immortal honor, by defending the 
liberties of his country againft the ufurpations of Rome : 
and, as Cardinal Norris owns, ever fince the papal bulls 
pafs with difficulty the Po into the Venetian territories. 
AN. 1607. 


An. 1641. Portugal threatened a ftill greater defec. 
tion, but reftrained by the chains of prejudice, they dar. 
ed not as hardily reje& the fervitude of Rome, as they 
had boldly recovered their country from the ufurpation 

. of Spain. During all the long years which 
AN. 1640... . a : Epa 

this confli& continued between the rival na. 


* 
it 
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tions, the fee of Rome, overawed by the Spanifh ter- 
rors, refufed to grant any bull for the confecration of 
Portuguefe bifhops, and left that kingdom deprived of 
fach fpiritual fuccours as her pontiffs could afford. Yet, 
the hero who defended his independence with fuccefs 
againit the Spanifh monarch, dared not break with the 
Roman prelate. Inquifitorial power, and national pre. 
judices, compelled him to temporize, till the peace 
with Spain permitted the Pope to iffue the necelflary 
difpenfations: and thus has. Portuge) continued the 
moft abject vaflal of the Romith sop to this day. An. 
1666. 


The fturdy oppofition of the French bifhops to the 
papal encroachments on their privileges and immuni. 
ties, fortified by the jealous pride of her mighty mon. 
arch againft all foreign claims, had, from the beginning, 
preferved the Gallican church, from the fervile fub. 
jeftion to which the other Catholic kingdoms had been 
reduced. This was a perpetual fubje&t of contention. 
The faithful legions of Jefuits maintained the legitimacy 
of every papal claim. The parliament of Paris and 
the native ecclefiaftics, defended their liberties, and ex- 
cited often the papal indignation : but the popes with. 
held wifely their anathemas, which had loft fo much of 
their terrors, and confined themfelves to remonftrances. 
Indeed, humiliating inftances appear of pontifical imbe- 

cility, and gallic monarchical power. The 

‘an. 1564. punifhment for an infulet committed ona 
French ambaflador, was rigorous and truly 

Aw. 1678. mortifying to papal pride ; but the difputes 
about the rights of prefenting to benefices, 

: during the vacancy of the Gallican bifhopricks, fhewed 
that the /piritual claims of the Pope would be as Title 
refpetted as his temporal dignity, Bulls upon “bulls on 
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one fide, and fevere edi&s on the other, againft thofe 
who dared to pay them the leaft refpett or obedience, 
threatened a breach not eafily repaired. ‘The Gallican 
bifhops fupported their monarch, and ina folemn af. 
fembly decreed, that all the churches of France were 
fubje& to the King’s vegale, or right of dominion, dur- 
ing the vacancy of every fee: but they added decifions 
{lill more mortifying and derogatory to papal authority. 
AN. 2602,%) LS : tee 


1. Excluding. Rome from. all. interference in ‘the 
temporal concerns of fovereigns, and reftraining her au- 
thority to fpirituals only. 


2. Confirming the decrees of the council of Con- 
flance, fubjetting the Pope, as well as all others, toa 
general councii. a 


3. Maintaining all ancient ufages and immunities of 
the Gallican chureh inviolable. * 


4. Denying the infallibility of the papal decifions, uns 
lefs fanioned by a general council ; thefe the clergy 
and univerfities throughout the kingdom adopted. Nor 
could the terrors of excommunication, or the inflexibili- 
ty of the poniiff, alter their determinations ; and though | 
fome foothing letters were written to appeafe his wrath, 
thefe. decilions cantinued the rule of the Gallican 
Church. esa Sas 


An. 1687. A claim much more unreafonable, of a 
right of afylim for criminals, to a great extent at Rome, 
under the French Ambaflador’s prote€tion, fpoke the 
proud haughtinefs of the prince, and the degraded do- 
pinion of the prelate, even in his own capital. For 
nothing could be more unjufl, or tend more grievoully 
to the Mterruption of the peace and good government 


» 
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of the city; than fach impunity. The King of France 
weak be obeysdes ; and he only yielded as a favor, 
what he claimed as.a. right. But in the matter of the 
regale, the King carried his point, faving the honor of 
the holy fee, by forme flight modifications. The f{trug- 
gle, however, between the rivals for power, cealed not 5 
each, thouga more covertly, carried on their fchemes-of 
offence and defence. Sometimes. jefuitical influence 
" ,won the monarchs to fide with the holy fee; but they. 
“jealoufly watched againft every thing which might di. 
minifh their own authority, though they now and then 
facrificed their ecclefiaftics, and “their immunities. In. 
deed the boafted liberties of the Gallican Church were 
confined to thefe. Pope, king, bifhops, parliaments, 
and univerfities, equally fet themfelves againft every 
thing that deferves the name of liberty in the Church, 
and always beat down every cffort of this fort, with a 
‘rod of iron. At laft the triumphs of liberty aré heard, 
and that facred name abufed, to cover every act. of cru-" 
elty andlicentioufnefs. Church and State have funk in 
the promifcuous ruin. That neiéher, {uch as they were 
before, may ever fpring from the afhes of the conflagra- 
tion, 1s the devout with of every true friend to religion 
and freedom. 


Attempts were made, and with fome fuccefs, to re- 
form the monaltic orders, become woefully corrupt. But 
it is now hardly a. fubjea worth confideration, however 
important at that day. The Benedi@iines bore the pa'm; 

_and the feparation of monks into orders, reformed and 

: unreformed, {peaks preity Rrongly the fate of thele {o- 
ictics... The time is paft—they will probably ics be 
configned to oblivion, and their names only epee ervé 
to demonftrate more flrikir gly the folly of man hind. 
The moft rigid of La Trappe are faid to have owed their 
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eftablifhment to a fingular incident. Their 
an. 1664. founder, De Rance, was enamoured of a la- 

dy, with whom he had lived ina flate very 
unclerical. After a fhort abfence, returning, he ‘paffed. 
to ber chamber'by a back door, which he had com- 
monly ufed. There a dreadful fcene prefented itfelf : 
the dear obje& of his affections had failen the viim of 
the fmall-pox ; and, in all the disfigurement of that hor- 
rible difeafe, was laid out a corpfe ; the room illuminat- 
ed, and hung with black. He ftood motionlefs, gazing 
in ftupid horror on the face he had adored ; and hafting 
to: the moft gloomy and defolate region of France, bu. 
ried himfelf in the monaflery, which long attrafted fo 
mauch attention and refpect for its aufterities ; but now 
happily evacuated, can hardly be employed to a worfe 
purpofe than it was before. 

- Towering fupereminent above the reff, the Jefuits 
gofe to the fummit of power and influence ; envied, 
feared, and hated by all their monkifh® brethren ; and 
in a fyftem of confummate policy and perfeverance, de- 
feating all the attacks made on them; and look. 
ing down upon their impotent, though envenomed 
affailants. Among thefe, the Janfenilts were the fore- 
molt, and moft formidable, and brought upon them- 
felves in confequence, the wrath of the partial pontifis, 
whofe tiara itfelf was compelled to bend to the majefly 
of Jefuitical influence. Had any man dared fuggeft 
their fall and extinétion at that day, with what contempt 
would his predi€tions have been treated ? 


The ftate of learning in popifh countries was certain. 
ly highly improved ; and though the famous. Galileo 
was call into prifon by the inquifition, for adopting the © 
fyfiem of Copernicus ; this did not prevent the other lit- 
erati from inveftigating the difcoveries he had made; and 
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the court of Rome itfelf, however terrified with the in- 
troduction of novelties in philofophy, as in religion, was 
compelled at laft to admit the poflibility, zhat might be 
true, which demonflrauon had proved could not be 
be falfe. So the earth was quietly permitted to revolve 
round the fun, as the center of our planctary fyflem, 
without any farther anathema. 

But, high as the attainments of the learned role, the 
fiate of morals funk very low. The dignitaries of the 
Church were the creatures of courts ; and, as they gain. 
ed their preferments by the fervile arts of flattery, and 
intereft. in great-‘men’s favor, fo they ufed their emolu. 
ments accordingly, in a life ofindolence, pleafure and 
magnificence. "The care of fouls -was a confideration 
which entered not into their views. The inferior Gler- 
gy, in their gradations, followed the fame fleps, and 
procured patrons by the fame means. 1% muti not be _ 
denied, that fome happy exceptions were found to the 
general depravity ; but they were treated with con- 
tempt, and enmity, and fure to bring down upon them- 
felves the envy and refentment of their, brethren, for 
pretending to be righteous over much, and carrying 
things too far ; not without infinuations of their hypoc. 
ify, and {piritual pride ; which the others as more 
honeft, difdained. 

Among thofe pre-eminent as authors and theologians, 
who wifhed to improve the heart by their writings, and 
the world by their example, we may guftly reckon the 
feminary of Port Royal: from which iffued the works 
of Pafcal, Arnaud, Nicole, the fathers of the Janfenitts, 
and by whom, chiefly, all that can be called {piritual re- 
ligion in France, was preferved, unlefs we except the 

my ftics, with the excellent Fenelon, Arch- 
AM. 1697. bifhop of Cambray, and others, who difplay- 
ed in their converlation and condud the a. 
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miable fpirit of divine charity ; and, like Enoch, walk- 
ed with God, amidft all the errors of the falfe religing 
which was prorelied around them. God bad, no doubt, 
fill within the Romifh pale, a people to the eternal 
praife of the glory of his grace ; but they were few, and 
an general of no reputation; and fure to be the objects 
of reproach, in proportion to the purity of their lives, 
and the fpirituality of their tempers: Wherever, in- 
fiead of form and ceremonies, men fought communion 
with God, and made his word the rule of their conver. 
fation, they brought upon themfelves animadverfion, ac- 
cording to the different difpofitions of the aeuecaied 
under which they lived. 

I may not fay to expofe the corruption of idee 
and morals, in which the Jefuits bore the palm, fure to 
be defended, or fkreened by the holy fee, ‘ bedatte 
the whole purport of their perverfions led to the exal. 
tation of the Pontiff, and eftablifhment of the pillars of 
bis throne. Hence, all the complaints, remonftrances, 
and detetions, made by their adverfaries; produced no 
effe&t at Rome. Thev had ufually fofficient credit to 
procure their own vindication, and the condemnation of 
their oppofers ; and, even in the great conteft with the 
Domintcans,though fo many of the fathers,with Auguttin, 
were againfi them, on the fubjett of predeflination and 
grace, after a difpute carried on for years, under fuccef 
five popes, they contrived to ward off the decifion a- 

gainft their mighty Molinos ; andthe pontiff — 
AN. 1605. compelied the combatants to make a drawn 
battle, left, deciding for the Dominicans 
deaine the Jefuits, he fhould give the Proteftants occa- 
fion of triumph, and @rengthen their caufe. Policy, 
not truth, dictated every meafure of the Roman fee. 

An. 1640. But the pontiffs tefified greater partiality 

to their jefuitical friends, in the caufe of the Janfenils, 
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on the very fame fubjeft, which Janfenius, the learned 
Bifhop of Ypres, fupported ably, in a book entitled Au- 
guftinus ; being an exact and faithful epitome of the 
doétrine which St. Auguftin taught, and the Church bad 
fo often fanGtioned.. This book made a very great noife 
within the Roman pale ; and being the very oppofite 10 
the do&trine which the e Jefuits taught, they bent their 
whole force to procure its condemnation, and fucceed. 
ed. AN. 1653- 


_. ‘The, papal bulls, which iffued on this occafion, pro- 
duced in France the moft violent controverbes on ‘the 
fubjeGt ; but the confli@s, then of importance, between 
Jefuiis and Janfenifts, have long fince ceafed to be fuch. 
Suffice ito obferve that the worft fide carried their 
point, and armed the magiftracy to fupprefs thole whom 
the pope condemned. The perfecuting Church always 

‘bears the brand of Antichrift ; the perfecuted have pre- 
fumptive evidence in their favor, that they follow at 
leaf the di€tates of confcience. 


In fearch of the true Church therefore, and of thofe 
who have any pretenfions to be ranked among the liv- 
ing members of the body myflical, I am compelled to 
prefer fuch as the papal balls condemned. Inftead of 
‘the long, ridiculous lift of the canonized faints, added 
by the. “pontiff this century to the Roman calendar, 

which I mult leave to oblivion, faints unknown in earth 
‘and heaven, | turn to feek thofe within the Roman pale, 
“who appear to have efcaped the corruptions of the 
world, and not to have known the depths of fatan ; how. 
ever tinttured by fuperftition, or enflaved by Church 
prejudices. -Among the millions of clergy amd laity in 
this idolatrous Charch, debafed by ADR NCHs funk ia 
‘ignorance, or tied and bound withthe chains of their 
fins, fome probably were found, who, feduced by the 

W 
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dread of Tehilia; and the fear of papal excommunication, 
continued ia the obfervance of the outward forms, with. 
out placing religion in thefe things ; and believing to 
the faving of their fouls, truly feared God, and wrought 
trighteoufnels. 


Among the Fanfenif’s a confiderable band appears of 
faithful confeffors, whofe works aré ftill read with admi- 
ration, and whole real piety deferve to be imitated. I 
do not readily receive the: accufations, that Papifts or 
Proteflants have objected to them, as Over rigorous and 
fanatic in their devotion: but 1 will admit many things 
might be blameable; a tinture of poepery might dtive 
them to pufh monkifh aufterities too far ; and fecretly 
to place fome merit in mortification, which, they in 
general difclaimed: yet, with ail that can be feid, furely 
the root of the matter was in them. When read Jan- 
fenius, or. his difciples, Pafeal or Quefnell, 1 bow before 
fach diftingutfhed excellence, and confefs them my - 
brethren, fhall I fay, or my fathers, Their principles 
are pure and evangelical ; their morals formed upon 
the apoltles and prophets ; and their zeal to amend and 
convert, bleiled with eminent fuccefs. I will pity the 
wanderings of a St. Cyran, and allow for the prejudic- 
es of education; but I will ever love and honor thofe 
. ia appear to have loved our lord Jefus Chrift in fin. 

erity, aed dared to fuffer for his fake : I believe the 
Lord of life will honor them, at the day of his appear, 
ing and glory. 


Among thofe called My fics, alfo, I am as 
fome were found who loved Cod out of a pure heart | 
fervently ; and though they were ridiculed, and revil- 
ed, for propohing 2 difinterc/lednefs of love without other | 
motives, and as profefling to feel in the enjoyment of the 
temper itlelf, an abundant reward, their holy and heavenly 


» 
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converfation will carry a fiamp of real religion upon it, 
when all their Jefbitical opponents, with the time-ferving 
Boffuet at their head, will be weighed and found wanting. 
If I pity any thing in Fenelon, it is his fubmiffive publica- 
tion of the papal bull, which condemned him, confcious 
to his dying day, that no one of his fentiments was al- 
tered. Some will call this weaknefs, fome hypocrily ; 
but I can fuppofe a purer reafon, his defire of peace, 
and his dread, leaft oppofition fhould occafion divifions, 
which ultimaiely might produce more evil than good. I 
wil) not vindicate the motive or the reafoning ; but to 
fuch a man as Fenelon, though | blame his. conduét, I 
fhall give full credit, that he aéted as he thought right 
in the fight of God. It is pleafant to behold, amidtt 
the darknefs of popery fuch luminaries; and no doubt 
to this their difputes with the Proteflants had greatly 
contributed. Even thofe who pertinacioufly ftill adber- 
ed to the Church of Rome, were indebted to their ad. 
verfaries for a portion of the truth and. godlinefs, whigh 
they were led to embrace and follow. 
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CHAP. ie 
OF THE GREEK CHURCH. 


UNK to oe loweft Rate of debafement sianider the 
Tarks, degraded i in charafler, dishgured by fuper- 
fution, groveling in ignorance, and pining in “poverty, 
little can be hoped from {uch a communion. | Yet were 
efforts made repeatedly to win them over to the fubjec- 
tion of Rome in vain. The appearances of fuccels al- 
ways vanifhed, the prejudices ‘of education~ prevailed, 
and attachment to their own forms and ceremonies kept 
them feparate. Even were their fubmiffion obtained, it 
feems but a miferable acquifition. Rome, however, 
continually maintained a hoft of her miffionaries in the 
Eaft, endeavoring among all the oriental Chriftians to 
gain profelytes; and now and then new  bifhops ‘were 
difpatched with a pompous pame, to prefide over con- 
grepations, whofe numbers were fo few, and poverty fo 
great, that they feemed {carce worth the expence necef. 
fary to keep up the appearance. The alms diftributed 
were the moft inflrumental means of the converfions, 
which feldom endured longer than the continuance of 
them : and it is fingular enough, that the Greek fu. 
dents, who have been brought to Rome for education, 
and initiated in all the my fleries of popery, are faid, on 
their return to their native country, generally to have 
adopted their former profeffion, and to be the bittereft 
oppofers of the popifh pretenfions of dominion oyex 
the eaftern churches. 
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Among thofe who have moft firmly rejected the at- 
tempts of the Roman pontiff, Cyrillus LLucar may be 
yeckoned—a man of geal piety and extenfive learning, 
beyond what ufually has filled the chair of Conflanti. 
nople. After diligently examining the Romifh and 
Proteftant opinions, he feemed much more difpofed 
to form a union with the latter than the former ; and 
jn confequence correfponded with the Proteftants of 
eminence. This bitterly provoked the Catholics.— 
The Jefuits, through the French. Ambaflador at the 
Porte, exerted all their intrigues to. render Cyril odi. 
ous, and fulpedied by the Turks. Having gained fome 
envious Greeks to their party, they formed an accufa. 
tion againft the good patriarch, of pretended treafon, 
and procured. his death by. the Ottoman Emperor's or~ 
ders. His. crime was his piety, and difpofition to unite 
the Greek and reformed charches—an’ offence tmexpia- 
ble i in the fight of Rome and her fatellites. An. 1638. 


Freer: artifice continued to be employed by the 1c ae 
wits to foften down the differences between the church. 
es; and to make it appear that they were of a trifling 
and indifferent nature ; ; and therefore that the Greeks 
might be indulged i in all their peculiarities, and yet re- 
turn to the unity of the Church. But all the art em. 

ployed has never been able to effe&i the reconciliation ; 
and they appear as diftant from each other as ever.— 

The fame attempts have as little fucceeded with the oth- 
er oriental churches. They flill maintain their indepen. 
dence, both of Rome and of Conftantinople. The Nef. 
- torians, the Monophyfites, have their feparate  patri- 
archs ; and their different branches, Cop! its and Arme- 
nians fubfift, though reduced almoft tog flate of inani~ 
ty. The patch of Ruffia, a chief member of the 
Greek communion, holds little connexion or none with 


‘ 


2186 “MPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Fer. 3 


the dicigrehe of Conftantinople. It may now be reck. 
oned indeed among the firft in extent of empire, yet 
re{pefting the life and power of Chriftianity, very, very 
little will be found among them ; profound ignorance, 
maltiplied fuperftitions, and moft debafing intemper- 
ance, mark the clergy and- people. It is to be hoped 
there are exceptions. Our acquaintance with their lan- 
guage is fmall. Iam not informed of any Ruffian the. 
ological work that claims attention, for depth of biblical 
criticifm, or faith unfeigned. A feét, though not of 

modern date, is faid to have oceafioned 
AN, 1666. fome difturbances in the empire.  Phey 

called themfelves*the multitude of the e- 
led, or Ufbraniki ; their adverfaries branded them’ with 
the title of Rofkolniki, or the multitude of the fagivous. 
As we have no explicit account of their tenets, we mult 
_ be content with the general grounds of their feparation 
from the church of Ruffia, which they alledged, was 
on account of the corruptions introduced by the negli- 
- gence and ambition of their prelates, They affe@ted 
themfelves, extraordinary piety and mortification ; and 
a veneration for the letter of the Holy Scriptures, which 
was carried to an excefs of faperftition. ~They would 
not allow a prieft to minifter baptifm, who had that day 
tafted brandy. This feemed indeed a prudent precau- 
tion ; becaufe a Ruffian cannot be trufted with a bottle 
to his lips, without emptying the laf drop. of. its con- 
tents : but they appeared to harbor an abundance of 
follies and fuperflitions ; fuch as efteeming i it to be of 
the lat importafice, that their priefts fhould give the 
benediftion with three fingers ; as with two only, it 
would be the depth of herefv. However, | we ‘mutt 
know more of them before we can form a true judg. 
ment. It hardly feems probable, that they were a 
wery enlightened | fe& ; but rather a {cion from fome of 
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the feattered Paulicians, or Bogomilians, of former days, 
fprouting afreth, and as they multiplied, awakened freth 
attention. Lhiey have been excommunicated, dragoon. 


ed, and exercifed with all the gentle correGions of fire, 


{word, gibbets, imprifonment, and exile, but have’ main. 
tained their profeilion; by retiring to the woods and de. 
ferts of that forlorn country, where they flill fubfift, ef- 
pecially among the Calmuks.’ Since the acceflion of 
Peter the Great, they have been treated with mildnefs, 
and indulged with coleration. Perhaps there will be 
found among them a people that fhall be counted to the 
Lord for a generation. I’ fee not through the vaft Ruf 
fian empire, where the truth off godlinels i is more eal 
bly 10 be fought. 


I with to look ale and Aiba the living features 


of animated | Chrittianity in the Eaft; but, alas! all is 
darkne{s that may be felt, and deathlike profeflion on- 
ly, within the Chriftian pale.» Yet when 1 fee fuch a 
man as Cyrillus railed up, and know, that the bleffed 
word of life is in their hands, I cannot but hope there 
were fome happy exceptions to the general ignorance 
and fuperftition, and that God had not left himfelf with. 
out witneffes. . May their numbers be multiplied more 


abundantly ! 


x 


4 


168 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF — [Pew % 


“CHAP. IV. 


ON THE PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


SHRIST j is not divided unhappily his suitile ate. 
’ But if ‘they cultivate the ipitit of:love and meek- 
et bearing and forbearing with one another, the little 


differences of opinion would never be permitted to dif- 
turb the unity of the fpirit, or to break the bond of 


peace. There i is fcarce a moan who deferves the name 


of a real Proteftant, fo prejadiced as not to’ acknowl- 
edge, that we are all one in Chri Jefus ; why not then 
fove one another out ofa pure heart fervently? The time, 


I hope, will come—* Bleffed are the peace makers, for 


they fhall be called the children of God.” It will be 


happy for the Chorch of Chrift, when divine charity 


‘fhall enlarge her borders, and bigotry be driven to her 


gloomy geil: 

The Protefant Church compreherids Pol belais. the 
reforine ed or Calvinifts, and a Variety of other denomina. 
tzons, that cannot immediately be claffed under the two 


great general divifions. 


* 


1 THE LUTHERAN CHURCHER 


WE have feen the defolations produced by the am-— 
bition of bigotry of the houfe of Auftria, infligated by 
Rome, and her jefuiticxi crew, hoping that they could 
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down with it, down even tothe ground, The great Head 
of the Church was otherwife minded., The buth burned 
and was not.confumed, But the Lutheran caufe fuffer- 
ed alfo by the defeion cof fome of its mof frenuous 
_.... fupporters, In the beginning of this century, 
AN. 1604. Maurice, Landgrave of, Heffe, a man’ of 
very eminent attainments, embraced, after 

deep inveftigation, the Calvinillic fyfem. of doétrine : 
anid new modelled the univerfity of Marpurg, and the 
écclefiattical eRablifhment of Hefle,, after ihe, reformed. 
plan: though not without great. oppofiiion. 

AN. 1619. from the Lutheran divines.. . Yet, though he 
oqo chou himfelf. bound to promote the truths, 
which he had himfelf embraced ; ‘ and | to exetcife the av- 
thority with which he was invelted, i in bis own domin- 
ions; it is to be obfer ved to his honor, that he fhewed 
Chriftian moderation, and temper, in the difputes,, which ° 
could not but be the confequence : : and he is faid not, 
to have been chargeable. with.aoy ats. of oppreffion or 
"-ylolence, leaving generous: liberty of confcience to all 
his fubjeéts, . The Evecror of Bran brensure follow- 
_ ed bis example, and declared for the reform. 

AN. 1614, ed rel igion, without enforcing the doétrine 
clio the decrees, or the decifions of Dort; but 
left every man free Hberty to abide, Lutheran or Cal. 
vinift, according to his wonfcience.; difpenfing his fa- 
vors to. both, without partiality, and recommending a 
fpirit of conciliation ; to abftain, from offenfive terms, - 
or injurious afperfions ; confenting that the rites which 
were objected 10 might be: abolifhed ; and. entreating, 
that wherein. they ail differed, they would bear with 
each other, and cultivate a (pirit of peace and patience. 
But to this the Lutheran clergy. refuled to content, and 
not only excited fierce debates, but flirred up the peds 
ple to a fpirit of difcontent, and alienation from their 
OG Pima, 
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fovercign, and tumults which only force could fupprefs, 
‘The Saxon divines took part, with their brethren, and 


unhappily blew up the flames of difcord, to the great in- 


jury of their caufe, and the hurt of their univerfity of 
Wirtemberg, which the EleGor was compelled, by the 


treatment he had received, to fone his fubjecis any 


more ite op 


Good men on both fides lismeiteds that when * the 
Philiftines were upon them, the fons of Ifrael were fet. 
ting their. fwords every man againft his fellow ; and 
~earnelily withed to reconcile the two great bodies of 
Proteftants together, that they might be more united, 
cand form a firmer phalanx againgt their popifh meade. 
To. hope for uniformity i in opinion was a bleffing, in the 
prefent Rate of buman infirmity, and under the prejudi. 
ces of education, not to be expeéted : but to fofien down 
the angles « of afperity-——never to difpute pafltonately—to 
feck not vitory, but truth—to give the: moft favorable 
explications to the terms ufed on both fides—to bring 
forth the great fandamental principles, in which Calvin. 
ifts and Lutherans were agreed —and in the deeper and 
abftrucer. points of difference, to approach as near: ‘as 
poflible—and where they could not unite, to agree to 


"bear with each other‘in the difputed | articles; and to, 
keep them as much as poflible from. producing vain 
contention, which’ only begat ili: blood ‘and ‘not convic.. 


tion—thele were the objects of the conciliators., Here. 
-in the reformed, it is allowed, were the firft to concede, 


and make approaches ; slowing their Lutheran. breth-_ 


ren natto have erred in any fundamental doétrine — 


Se 


But the Lutheran divines were more tenacious and léfs 


yielding, and refuled to acknowledge as much» of the 


Calviniflic tenets ; and reje€ted with too much difdain 


the oigiianeeh offers of pie brethren, Mutual re- - 


averfion to accede to the propolal, 


' 
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proaches, and recriminations tended, not to heal but to 
wider the gee . epens 


Ae He ee The peace. loving aes I. PE ag 
ed to interpofe the weight of his influence, and to foli- 
cit this defirable union among the Proteftant churches. 
He employed for this end the famous Du Mouuin, to 


found the different pariies : but be foon grew dilcour. 


aged, when he found that the Lutherans teftified an utter 
ge ; 
AN. 1631. However, the French Proteftants, i in a 


Pict: held ‘at Charenton, determined to give their Lu. 
theran brethren a teftimony of their cordial regard ; and 


to open a door for any return which they might judge fit, 


by declaring ¢ that the Lutheran profeffion was truly 
conformable to the gofpel, and free from fundamental 
errors.” But no overtures were the confequence. 


» An. 1631. Oae conference more indeed was held 


at Leipfic, between the \divines of the two commun. 


ions ; and the {pirit, temper, and moderation with which 


it was managed, gave hope it would: re-unite them. 


The jealouly of the Lutherans, that fome artifice was 


concealed under the: apparent candor and conceflions of 
_ their brethren, difappointed the happy iffue which was ex. 
WSs After all, the fame unchriflian diftance remained. 


AN. 1645. A more comprehenfive fcheme, which 


Thould compile Catholics could harldy fucceed in Po. 


land. 


AN. iGO: Earneft to liccee. the Landgrave of 
Heffe renewed the attempt to bring the Proteftants 


méarer to each other ; and now the fraternal. embrace, 


which clofed the conference, promifed greater future 
union ; 3 at Jeaft mutual forbearance and Jove. But the 


> 


ye IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF {Par. g. 3 


- moderate men who retired from this pleafing {eene, were 


unable to infpire their Lutheran brethren with theirown . » 
candor and charity ; and only drew upon themfelves 
the inveGives of the bigots, as betraying by their indul- 
gence the ‘coule they were deputed to defend. Thus 
has it often been the lot of the nobleft fpirits to defire 
io do good | to the ungrateful and the prejudiced, pe 19 
be abufed for their labors of love. © > 
’ ‘What the authority of princes se ihe weight’ of He 
nods could not accomplifh, individuals might well def. 
pair of effeGing. Yet one kind and refolute fpirit, un= 
difmayed by the difficulties, refolved to devote. himfelf 
to the work ; Which during forty. years, he unweariedly’ 
purfued, ‘Wherever he went. and ‘made ‘his obje@& 
known, he was generally” received with kindnefs,: and 
heard with attention : but ‘after ‘all his toils and travels 
through the Protefant regions ‘of Europe, he found ob. 
ftructions jnfarmountable, and bigotry and prejudice 
that refufed to bend, But he thal! not lofe his reward. 
The Prince of Peace will remember Jens vat 
AN. 16311674. Be Maas a sees chee iat 
The good bifhop of Stregnez in Swe den, dele wes: a 
memorial for his zealous’ ‘concurrence ‘with the travel- 
‘9 «fing Scotifh’ pacificator :* and Catixtys, 
AN. 1645, the: divinity proteffor of Helmftadt, fécond- 
6d warmly the fametoble'defign; but they 
bi a neft of Lutheraw hornets about: their ears. 
The cry of the Church being in danger, ' drove ‘the 
peace-making bifhop from his fee, to a réuirement from 
the clamiors of party ; and Calixtus was glad to be hid’ 
in the grave ftom the torrent ‘of iabute and iif pie eas 
* jou x» Duevy was a Scotifh divine, of the Calvinittical perfua- 
Cgo. 1 Eewhom Motch Lae a ahs Aage Sgt 
Pl POG es ; vy 
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tation ; as fatrificing truth to conciliation. Thus. ob- 
fine tely. did the Lutheran divines reje€ all approaches 
to communion with their reformed brethren. Unhappi- 
ly they were not lef{s divided among themfelves. In. 
cenfed at thofe who wilhed to heal the breaches, and to 
engage men’s hearts ina {pirit of union and piety, the 
larger body ‘of the Lutheran Church, efpecially - “the 
Saxon divines, treated them as innovators in religion, 
and branded them wiih the aamés of Syncretifisor Pret. 

ifs. An account of thefe will include’the moi impor~ 
gant concerns of the Lutheran Church ; efpecialiy in 
the point which is the great obje& which | am purfuing, 
under every denomination of pet, to dilcover the 
iruc capa Church of Chritt. 


At the head of the Soncterifs was Canixrvs, oe 
whom mention bas been made before. ° The charge 
laid againft him was, bis attempt to unite all bodies of 
profeffing Chriflians in mutual forbearance and charity 
with cach other, notwithitanding the points of opinion 
in which they might differ; and, if poffible, to enable 
them, without bitiernefs and mutual anathemas, to meet 
in fome general principles wherein they all agreed ; ; and 
to leave all other matters of difpute afde. At lealt, if 
any differences were difeuffed, that it thould be done 
in love and in the {pirit of meeknels, without breach of 
communion. He was of cpinion, with his friend John 
Dury, that the Apefiles creed contained every arlicle ne- 
_-ceflary to be believed for falvation ; ; that the ten com- 
mandments were a {officient ru'e of life; and the Lord’s 
prayer included every effential petition which a Chiif- 
tian needed to afk of Gad. All, therefore, who held 
_ thefe general principles, might, be trufled, give each 
other the right hand of ‘Rllowthin, and hope to meet to, 
eee in the world of the bieffed; whether Papifts, 
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Reformed, or ‘Lutherans as each profeffed to hold 
‘thele in the fame’ veneration, and to admit their indifpu. 
table truth. No man appears a more determined Prot. 
eftant than Calixtus, or has written with greater force 
again{t the errors of the Romifh Church ; though he was — 
‘abufed as half a Catholic, becaufe he aiaindd. that 
in the Church of Rome the. fundamental” ariicles were 
fill held ; and that falvation’ might there be obtained, 
even though men were under many miftakes and preju- 
dices of educatidn. _ He admitted’the union of church- 
es was impraGiicable, under, the. decifions of the council 
| of Trent; but that the union of charity might be culti- 
vated between the members of the different» churches, 
holding the firt common principles of Chriftianity. 
The divines of Helmfladt united with their colleague 
in this endeavor : many of their, brethren, at’ Rintelen, 
‘Konintberg, and: Jena, approved the general lines of 
conciliation propofed by them; but they met with the 
fierce oppofition, were efteemed as traitors to the Lu. 
theran caufe, and apoftates:from the Lutheran faith : 
and charged with both inclining to the reformed, and the 
popifh réligion. Contradictions fo glaring, as only the 
-exafperation of prejudice and party could fuppol pole. : 
_ ble or true. . The particulars of all the bitter contefts 
and inveétives which this controverfy accafioned, 
with the ‘interpofition of the civil magiftrate, I fhall pais 
over. It affords but a mortifying leffon of ‘human in. 
firmity, that whoever, or whatever is right, or wrong ; 
wife men, learned men, religious men, fhould fo far: Fee, 
viate from the {pirit of truth: and meecknefs. Nor does 
it give a high opinion of the Saxon divines in particular, 
who wanted to introduce a new creed of their’ own fen. 
timents, which could not but have’ made a divifion in 
the Lutheran Church. The amiable defign of Calixtus, 
moana it be a mifaken charity, pleaded for sae at 
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leaft, infiead of foch bitternefs and malignity, as Calo. 
vius, at the head of the Saxon Lutheran doors expref- 
fed : but bigots to churches, and advocates. for truth, 
‘are very. different perfons. . Did religion, indeed, Mand 
merely in opinion, and one line of aberration mult not 
“be admitted from what is eftablifhed in each church, 
who then can be faved ? The confequences are obvious: 
“to every enlarged mind, who ig at all conyerfant with 
“the Apirit ob tre Chnftianitye sg 969i gy 


But the divifions which eis on account of Pictifm; 
were flill more to be lamented, as they ferved but too 
awfully to demonfirate, that deep piety in the Lutheran 
Church was an offenfive obje@, and the preterifions to 
it judged deferving of the tharpeft ogy ss 


‘The ‘otigiti of Pietifn was certainly the et cherfioh 
arid conviGion, that real religion had greatly declined 
dn the Lutheran Church—that the clergy. were become 
“too Inattentive to the care of en’s fouls, and too. at- 

tached to this world in its - emoluments ; or too much 

engrofled with f{cientific purfuits, foreign to their immé- 

diate defignation. ‘That there is always too much rea- 
| fon to fear the decline of true godlinefs, the Panne 
. of all ages tellifies. 


a eee 1670. - ‘The excellent SPENER; 4 man efincnt 
for real trath and godlinefs, lamented the declenfons 
/ which he fuppofed, at leafl, he beheld. around at 
He fet himfelf, therefore, to reanimate the languid zea 
and to quicken the diligence of bis brethren, ‘by efta @ 
| lifhing at Frankfort, focieties for religious. exercifes, for 
prayer, praife and mutual communications ; in order to 
bind each other in a firmer bond, to refilt the overflow- 
ings of ungodlinels, and to bear a living teftimony by 
their conduét, to the purity of the’ Des which they. 
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- profelfed to believe. A treatife on the diforders of 
» the Charch, and the prevailing corruption. of manent 
with the means belt fuited to remove th em, was circulat: 
_ ed by this good man, and awakened very general atten- 
tion. A variety: of perfonsio different places, accord- 
ingly aflociated og the plan which Spener had recom~ 
mended : and, as could not but be the cafe, awakened 
the jealouf yoand provoked the enmity, of the clergy and 
others, whofe converfation they reproved, otmerely by 
the exhibition of a different condua, but fometimes by 
rebukes and charges, not always, perhaps, diated by 
prudence, or the meeknefs of charity. Thel fe effocia- 
LLONs, therefore, met with much oppofition 1 : anc, as pops 
lar odium, or the liceritioufoefs of the baler fort, initt- 
gated by their enerities; often interrupted their affem- 
hlies, the charge of diflurbing. the peace of the pubi ic 
was laid to their door :; and, as ufually fome wild fire ig 
ready 10 mingle infelf with the facred flame on the altar 
of truth, perfons of an.enthufiafic or turbulent difpoi- 
tion, fometimes united with the Pictifis, and gave their 
adverlaries occafion to blafpheme, 


= 


The alarm which had gone out againgt the i. fea, 
colledled preater force, and was viewed as a matter of 
more ferious import, when the learned profefiors, 
Francrius, SCHADIUS, and ANTONIUS, with Gthers, 
uniting cordially with -Spener in his pious defigns, began 
to co: der the caules of the decline, which Was too evi. 
dent : and fuppofed they could trace them principally 
to the improper manner in which young men at the u- 
niverfities had been trained up for the minifiry. Dif 
earding, therefore the metaphyfical mode of tuition, and 
the] Jargon of the fchools, where Ariftottle’s fubtleties 
had been often more fludied than the Bible ; and a 
mee r controverfies of no réal import to improve 


ify the fadeats at Leipfic in facred literature, aod, driv- 
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he underfanding, or to affe@ the heart, occ upicd the 
cies aad exalted the conceit’ of the captoas cifpa- 
teats 5 they tefolved 16 alter their “mode of leGlarmng. 
Taking the oracles of God for their thefis, they endeav- 
dred to make ciefe pure fountains of wildoi and know. 
‘edye better Gadertood, both ‘relpeeing the doEl; ines 
therein: contained, and the applicaiion oF them to the 
onfciences of their pupils ; in order to the produ€ion 
oft the genuine fruits of rightcoolncls and tru bolinefs. 
Thele feripiural rcroifes exciied vali atten- 


AN, 1689. tion.  Mulintudes prefled to hear them: 


and that many were affetied by then, and 

brought to a happy change in their religicus condud, 
even prejudice could not deny.  Malignity, indeed, 
Wifhed to wilteprefent, what had not only its novelty to 
6fend, but the real reproof contained ia {uch condu@ 
to irritate. The cther profeffurs charged them with 
€xciting tumtults, and promoting animofities in the uni. 
verfity ; and, being abundantly the majority, thefe good 
men were called toa public trial, for the imnovations 
which they had attempted ; and though declercd free 
from herefy of immorality, were forbidden to proceed 


-any farther with the plans of religious iafiuQicn, which 
‘they bad commenced. 


Aw. B92. Sufpendec thus from their attempts to ed. 


én from their profefloifhips for the Pietifm imputed to 
them, the usiverfiry of Ha‘le iavited\Franch and Avto- 


“nius thither 5 and Spener ye a fimilar Offer, which he 


‘accepied from the EleSior of Brandenb burgh, at Berlin. 


They parfuec beré the famé line of conduat, and w ere 


attended by the fzme numerous audience and pupils. 
‘The ae irs and patton of the Lutacran univerity 
of Winemberg, were bighly incculed ar, and <ontema- 


if 


“ 
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a cle povel . practices as “detrimental to 


ct 1695: the interefts af the Lutheran. ‘Church, over : 


which they watched with jealous care: prob- 
ably they felt it as a refletion upon themfelves; that 
thefe biblical profeflors fhould , attraét’ fach attention ; 
and their focieties formed for prayer and religious exer- 
cifes, raife an imputation of negligence on the eftablifh-. 
ed patiors. For the flame of Pietifm had fpread through 
ali ihe Lutheran churches, and in every city, town and 
village, perfons. arole,, profelling to be flirred up bya di. 
vine imprelfion on their minds, to revive the caufe of 
religion, and ig roufe the attention of their neighbors to. 
greater ferioufnels in the concerns of an eternal world, 
As perloos of all conditions and {exes were affeéted with 


pi aa artilans, mechanics, acid laborers, met together Sg 


for religious exe excifes, The illiterate, as well as the 
more inliruGed, prayed . and exhorted in thefe focieties : 
and, as could mot but be the calle, when the numbers 
were confiderable, and fome among them more forward, 

zealous, and imprudent, than well- informed,. oceafions 
of reproach were taken againft them; and ‘fome, per-, 


haps, ja! tly; and, as is always the cafe, the irr regularities : 


or improper conduct of mifaken individuals, were laid 


io the charge of the whole body... The clergy efpe- 


cially took a part againfl thele Pictills ; and the magil- 
trates being inttigated by their fears or jealoufies, fe. 
vere laws were enacted to fupprefs thefe focieties, and 
prevent the {preading of thele innovations in the Luthe. 
ran Church, a 


AN. 1689. The term Pictift, which was given in de. 


rifion by the {coffers to thole who. attended Franckius \ 
aad bis affociates, and lived in a courle of ftrié piety, — 
6 wag afierwards,” fays. Mofheim,. “¢ applied | to all who, — ; 


diltinguithe ad by excellive aulterity. of manners, Mal 
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lefs of ruth or opinion, were only intent upon praflice, 
and turned the whole vigor of thcir efforts towards the 
attainments of redigious feelings and habits.” Motheim 
was a “Lutheran divine, | philofophic, aoe no. Preutt. 
“Yet his partial reprefentation {peaks nothing unfavora- 
‘ble, when he is compelled to add, as a faithful hiftorian, 
s that perfons of eminent wifdom and Janthity, remarkable 
or their adherence to truth and Jove of piels, bore com. 
Hiily ihe fame opprobrious name.” And, in another piace, | 
: pet that none could defpife therr intentions, without appear~ 
_ ing the enemy of practical religion:” | The iruth of the 
‘matter is, that zealous godlinefs, as is ufual, provoked 
the reproach of the crofs. But the learned ecclefiaftic 
Miflakes, or mifreprefents the real charafier of Franck 
‘and his colleagues. So far were they from being re- 
gardlefs of truth and opinion, that no men more ri gidly 
“contended for, or taught more explicitly, the fundamen- 
tal doctrines of Chriftianity. They, indeed were no big- 
ee to the Lutheran | profeffion, though they preferred 
; but they fuppofed many of their reformed brethren, 
canals found in the fundamental articles of faith with 
themfelves : and therefore they would not refufe their 
friendfhip and fociety, becaufe of the opinions in which 
__ they differed. So far, indeed, the charge may be ad- 
‘mitted in the fulleft latitude, that thefe good men look. 
ed upon the tenets of barren orthodoxy, when not attend. 
ed with divine power in the dontitiee: and purity in 
the conduét, as nothing worth ; and were the more earn. 
-eft to inculcate the neceflity of faith, with its effects, 
‘than to eftablifh a rigid conformity with the Lutheran 
definitions. Why it fhould be fuppofed that their man. 

“ners were auftere to exce/s, 1 fee no one proof produced ; 
and am difpoled to believe from all I have read or 
“known, that they were as remarkably ‘amiable in their 
Behavior, as kind in their fpirit, and compallionate to- 
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wards the feeble minded.. Nerina dav of great diffi. 


paticn and corruption of manners, which Mofheim every 


where confofles and laments, ought a peculiar careful- 
nefs to adorn the dottrine. ‘of God our Saviour in all- 
shings, to be branded with fo harfh an infinustion, As: 


——— to their efforts to attain religious feelings and habits, the 


author has not perfealy underftood the fabjeé, if he 
fuppofes they meant to fubjiitute religions feelings, in 
the place of pradical gedlinefs, which he allows them to- 
have purfued; and, if he means to put a.contempt on 
religious feelings, or habsts; 1 own, | wonder how any 
‘man can be fuppofed to exercile divine love to God or 
man ; to live in real habits of devotion ; or to read and 
believe the great and precious promiles of God's word ; 
and not feel the out flowings of defire, and the fenfations 
of delight. A religion without feeling is certainly noe 
the religion of the Platmitt, nor compatible with the 
graces of the Spirit, defcribed by St. Pauls. But the 
private meetings, in which their devotional. exerciles 
were held, and the feelings of their hearts poured out 
in praver and praife, were regarded as very enthufiaftic, 
and reprobated by thofe, who, not being at all inclined 
to join with them, were ready to juftify their own fupe- 


rior excellence, by degrading-their brethren with impu, 


tations of fanatic devotion, and-unneceffary aufterity. 


Nothing can better exprefs wherein.this aufterity con. 


fifted, than the very account Mofheim himfelf gives of 
the motives which influenced thefe good men, and the 
fMteps they took to revive the decaying. intereft of the. 
true Lutheran religion. They imputed to the clergy 


the great caufe of the declenfion evident. They fuppoled — 


. their manner of preaching unedifying ; their condu@ 


not purely exemplary ; ; and their negligence of their ha. 


hy function, ashighly blameable. ‘Vo this they attréis 
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buted chicfly the overflowings of ungodlinefs, the prog- 
refs of vice, and the general “carelefinels about religious 
worfhip i in the Church, in private families, and fecres 
devotion. As they efleemed this the fource of all the 
evils, which they faw and lamented, it was natural for 
them to begin at the fountain head ; and as this neccfia. 
rily implied refleCtion on the pallors themfelves, and on 
the univerfities which had fent them forth fo ill qualifi: 
ed for their charge, both were highly exafperared a- 

ainft thefe reformers, and fet their faces againft their 
ome for smelioratibr, It is pleafing to trace the 
fleps which they took, and the amendments they pro- 
poled, in their preparation of young men for the minal 
try, their enemics Ene is tes being the reporters. 

They laid it ee as a facred axiom, that no mae 
could have @ divine call into the Church as a minifter, | 
unle(s bis heart was tilled with the love of Chriff, and of 
the fouls redeemed by his blood—he mufl be unexcep. 

tionable in holy converfation—and endued with a com. 

petent meafure of literature, efpsially well verfed in 
the holy Scriptures. Thev theretore banifhed the {cho. 
laftic theology, which miniftered only queftions intend 
of godly edifying-they avoided dweliing frongly on 
the points in difpute between Chriftians ; and difcourag- 
ed all bitternefs of controverfy, though they negleéied 
Pot to arm their pupils with divine truth. “The Scrip, 
tures were the firlt obje€& which they commended to — 
their fludy and attention, making all phylofophic pur- — 
fuits and ornamental literature a fubordinate part of ed. 
ucation. This was interpreted by their adverfaries in- 
toa contempt for human learning, though confeffedly 
none had a larger fhare of it than thefe worthy profef- 
fors ; and their pupils were no difhono® to them im this 
bebalf ;. but becaule they treated as of lefe importang@e 
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the defence of the outworks of Chriftianity, fuch as 
mere! y arguing on its evidence and reafonablenefs ; and 
rather preferred an immediate attack ¢ on the confcience 
by the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of Ged ; 
the wife apologits and difj puters of this world charged 
them with degrading the dignity of polemic. theOlO Ry 
and giving the enemies of Chriftianity advantage. 
In sees ap thefe views of the sheevaal fpirit. oF 
a minifler of Chrid, they infitted upon the neceffity of a 
folemn dedication of . himfelf to. God ; and that every 
. clergyman ought to ‘be an. example and model of the 
ao€trines which he taught, and the pra@ifes he recom- 
mended : affirming, to the great indignation of their 
brethren, that no man could be truly called to the min. 
iftry of the: gofpel, who was not in bis own foul a fharer 
of the bleffings of divine grace, and a patiern of his own | 
“precepts : a “hriGtnefs this, in the eyes of the laxer 
profeffors, which expofed the Pietifts to much cenfure, 
and involved them in many difputes, “ whether a bad 
ecclefiaftic could be a true minilter of the fan@uary,” 
and fuch like unprofitable queftions. They recom, 
mended to their pupils to preach the fimplicity. which 
is in Chrift, and not to be tied down to any phrafeology 
that feholatiic theology had fanGtioned ; but the moft 
offenfive part of their inflra@ions to the young ftu- 
dents for orders, was an abllinence from a variety of 
things, in which the profeffors of religion generally in- 
dulged themfelves. Some of thefe, though in their na- 
ture not abfolutely finful, they fuppoled to have a ftrong 
tendency to divert the mind from ferious objets, and 
to corrupt the heart with inordinate love of pleafure. 
‘Others they rec koned in themfelves immoral, as the 
ftage, aod fach like entertainments ; gaming of all 


bd 


kinds; b ooks of a corrupting tendency, however hay 
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| Morous, or well written ; and fitting long at featts, or 
wine, where, though 1 hot intemperate themfelves, ber 
prefence: might embolden others : nor did they reckon 
as innocent, but rather dangerous, and to be avaided, all 
rami cuous ME€etin; gs of the fexes, for dancing and 
jolly of every hind. ; “and even the /ports of the field weie 
prohibited to their pupils, as hot feemlm | and of good 
report for miniflers of the fan@wary “Many thought 
thele infituQions anreafonable and fevére, and that the 
clergy might well indulge themfelves and countenancé 
abeir’ people 4D what they were p! leafed to term, @ lattle 
“annocent pleafure. Difputes on thele fubjeGs arofe ; 
and, as is the cafe with difputes/in® general, they were 
eatried on fometimes elk too much alperity. 


~<i But nothing excited i in the. clergy. and others, ; as aa 
been hinted before, “more general. oppofition than the 
focieties, which the ‘Pictifts every where inftituted for 
religious exercifes ; and into which they defired to ad- 
mit ‘none, whofe- exemplary cordvu did not adora 
their prcfeffion,. This kind of feparation from the 
spe and Pious Singularity, was pec ue offenfives. 


“That among the multitudes ‘who were united with 
“the Prerists in thefe foci jeties, fome. betrayed intem- 
“perate geal, and occafionally "broache d fuch errot cous 
opinions, was 'to be expedied and lamented. Nore, 
“however, more fharply condemned all fuch things tii 
the body of the Pietilts themfel Veta y ee 


t 


Whe: her Arnold is to be qockonedt in the eshteue or 
oe cenfurable in this 1efpe@, 1-know not, His ec 
clefiaftical hiftory is charged. by Mcfheim as'too par 
tial toheretics. The biter and farcaflic writings 6f 
Dippelius certainly deferve cenfure. 1 wave the men- 
‘tion of the vifionaries, fuch ay Peicifen or the Theolé- 
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philts, revived by Jacob Boehmen and othérs, who, 
though for a ume they glared as the meteor in the fky, 
and attraGted the eyes of gazing curiofity, fuggefied 
' pothing tending to the revival of general religion and 
piety ;. any more than the tribe of propliets and prophee- 
éffes, who alarmed the fears of the credulous, had their 
day, and were forgotten. | iad 


Two things, however, deferve to be particularly ob. 
ferved. Firft, That among the Lutherans an evident 
great departure had begun from the life of godiinels, 
which animated the firft reformers. Scientific purfuits 
“were more In requelt than gofpel purity ; and, asis tco 
obfervable, the decline of piety and the progrefs of phi- 
lofophy are always accompanied with an equal propor- 
tion of infidelity, and cavilling at the dotirines of rev~ 
ehation—a charge not peculiar to the Lutheran Church, 
bot awfully applicable alike to the Reformed, as 'we 
flial! fee, and,as bas beén noted, to the Romifh com- 
spunion. But Infidel writings had not yet prevailed 
with the fame open contempt, as at prefent, of the réli~ 
gion of their country : thoagh the philofophic tribe, 
with Leibnitz at their head, was, paving the way : and 
Martin Seidel publifhed his impious opinion of the per, 
fon and office of Jefus Chri, which ia the main hath 
found {ince more ftrenuous defenders than he could 
mutter in his own day.* . 


But, edly. A more pleafing feature of the Lutheran 

Church appeared in the evident and wide-fpread revi- 
| <. a COT EN oS 

Seidel, denied that Jefus was the Mefiah predifed in the old 
teftament ; he taught that the Mefiah had not come: that Jelus 
came only to republith, and explain the law of nature. (To rid 
himfelf of objeétions he denied the divine authority of the whole 
acw teflament. 
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val of godlinefs; which, however oppofed by philofo. 
phere, difliked by the clergy, or tidiculed by the multi. 
tude, produced a hoft'of confeffors, That fome really 
good men might have been prejudiced againtt, thecPt | 
etifts, may be admitted. ‘They too haftily entertained 
the unfavorable reports of their maligners, and were 
led away by their mifreprefentations : bur among thofe 
who bore the name of Pietifts, or were at lealt {uppofed 
to be pietiftically inclined, the vitality of the {spiritual 
_Eharch of Chrift was chiefly to be found,* The lives 
“and labors of thefe men wotld have been an ornament — 
“to whatever church they bad belonged. IT dwell with 
“greater pleafure on thefe, than on the votaries of Arif 
‘totle, or the reformers of the phil otophic {chool, the 
“Jearned, and in their day men of renown. Tam ay 
ther in purtat of the Stagyrite, nor his corre@ors, of 
the new’ “philofophy nor of the old, of Theofophitts, Or 
" metaphy ficians, but of the true ad faithful followers of 
the Son of God, in fimplicity and godly fincerity. 


Before I clofe the account of the Lutheran Church, 
- their'attempts to fend the light of divine truth into hea. 
then lands, deferve an honorable m remorial.. The 
Danes have been particularly mindful to communicate 
to their colonies and feitlements in. Afia, Africa and A- 
“merica, as well as Greenland, a knowledge of the falva- 
tion which is by Je(us Chrif. 


Aw. 1634. A. zealous individual, the learned 
_Heyling of Lubec, penctrated into Abyflinia with this 
intention ; and recommending himfeif to the I:mpercy's 
favor, rofe to the higheft office in the flate. In return. 
ing to Europe for miffionary afliftance, he perl ithed by 
“the way: nor has it fince appeared, that he left.any a- 
biding trace of fuccefsful labors behind him. The pi. 
Otis Duke of Saxe Gotha wifhed to renew “thé experi. 

Z 


ae 
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ment, in the perfon of the Abbot Gregory, an Abyfiini. 
an, who had refided for a while in Europe. 
AN. eye He was unfortunately fhipwrecked on his - 
oe - voyage, and that good defign failed. Wan- 
“LAN. ae fleb, who offered to pale his place, griev. 
oufly difappointed the expectation of his no. 
bie patron,and proved himfelf unworthy the office which 
“he had undertaken:* fince that time nothing I believe hath 
been attempted in Abyffinia of a mifGionary nature. 
But in fuch a caufe furely we fhould never be weary 
jo well-doing, or faint at our difappointments. The 
time fhall come; when Ethiopia and Saba fhall’ ftretch 
out their hands unto Ged. In this noble contention of 
zeal, the Lutheran and Reformed Church may ftrive | 
without the breach of charity; and bleffed are they 
who ‘fhall arife to devote themfelves to this felf-denyi ing 
fervice, and become the honored inftraments in J 
glorious caule. | 


1. OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES. — 


THE chvened Churches continued rather on the 
increale, except in France. The Jofs of the Lutherans 
‘in Conway by the defe@ion of the Prince of Heffe 

“and Ele@or of Brandenburgb, was followed — 
An. 1688. by the Duke of Holftein, and the Saxon 

Duke of Deflaw. And in Denmark, mul. 
titudes departed fromthe Lutheran tenets refpedting the 
Eucharift, to the more rational and f{criptural ones held 
YS the rerorated: But the great secon to the Re. 


oreme? | 
* “Oy Antieb went no farther than Egypt; and wholly, failing 
executing his commaill on, he became pa cee a convert to popery.. 
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, formed Churches, was principally owing to the wide 
extended fettlements of the Englifh in North America, 
and their pofleflions in. Jamaica, and the Leeward Lil. 
ands: whither they carried their own profeffion of faith, 
and extended it among the Indian tribes and the un, 
happy negroes, who, though too. much neglected, “were 
fometimes the objects of inflru€ijon in religious knowl- 
edge. I hardly mention the eltablifhmenis in. india © 
and. the Eat, which as yet formed confiderable fatto. 
~ Mies’; and where the attention to. gommerce pe too jit. 
a care about Teligion, (oh 3a 


- England itfelf, a chief member ‘of the Retied 
Churches, happily, as has been mentioned, efcaped the 
foares which popery had Jaid for her’ s noe though with, - 
many blemifhes, continued a glorious Church. Yet 
though enabled to fruggle againft her foreign adverla- 
ties, convulfions within, and that between breibren of 
the fame faith, fhook the foundations of Church and 
State to the centre, 


Ay. 1603.. Jamus I. who decoded the throne af- 
ater Elizabeth, with the cordial approbation of all par- 
ties, was te appily. a wavering, unfetiled character. 
With the pride of a pedant, and the dupe of flattery, 
he entertained a high opinion of his. own bing.crat. 
» Educated in the Kirk, be had profeffed the mot) unfha- 
_ken attachment to the Scottifh Church, and her prefby. 
tery, “as the purefl Kirk under the shin 3? but be ‘bad 
no fooner crofied the Tweed, and met the bowing bifh- 
ops, and the magnificence of the Englifh court, than he 
‘yelifhed them far beyond the land. of his'nativity, and: 
‘thought them more congenial to the high monarchical 
principles which he was difpofed to entertain. The 
Puritans were fanguine in their expectation of favor | 
and indulgence under a Scottifh king, brought up a 


& 
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mong their brethren; bat they foon found themfelves 
woetull y wiflaken ; as james far preferred the pomp of 
cathedral worthip to the fimplicity of the Genevian cer- 
emonial.. Yet as he loved to. difplay bis own sees 
gical | know! edge, and gloried in his pacific principles, he 
held a grand conference at Harpton Court, with the _ 
profeffed intention of porns the differences be. 
' tween the Church and the puritans: io which he affcet 
ed to. 28 the imipartial umpire. But the impious flatte. 
ry of Whitgift gained bim wholly. Won by the high. 
flown compliments piid to his wifdom, his felf conceit 
greedi ily {wallowed what the courtly prelate exclaimed 
with rapture, that the king {pake by the fpecial alfift 
ance of God's fpririt.”  Whilll the - hypocritical - Bane 
croft, in the fame flrain of adulation, falling upon his 
knees before bim, « protefted his heart melted with joy, 
tha: Almighty God had given them fuch a king, as 
fince Chrift’s time had not been.”* ‘Thefe incenfe bear- 
ing bifhops beat the Riff Puritans hollow ; who could 
addous fuch adulation. ~ Befides their propofals for 
church government, accorded not with his high prerog- 
ative principles, to which a hierarchy and lord bithops, 
his fupporters, were much more agreeable. A few tri. 
fling altecations in the liturgy, left the Puritan party as 
difcontenied as ever. Refpeding doGrine, no altera. 
tion had yet been whifpered. The bithops held the — 
Calvinitiie fyftem, and abhorred popery- Lhe excel. 
lent Abbott who filled the fee of Canterbury, and was 


—— 


.* Though I hone White’ fi and Bancroft were goad men sal 
good bithops, yet hiftorie impartiality compels me to condemn a 
- gonduct fo deRitute of the fimplicity which: is in Chrift, {An- 

ther! $ mote.) 

"+ He wasone of the eight Oxford Divines, whe made under 
Jamies, the ees trapflation of the New ‘Teftament. 


o i 
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firm in attachment, fad been ftrongly fixed in Calvan. 
iftic principles. He was.a man of uncommon piety 
and gentlenels of {pirit, ao utter Steg 40 all. confivaint 
in matters of conicience ; and willing to ‘indulge | tis 
diffenting brethren, as many of the other bifhops 
4. 9) 4. thought, toe fault. Lt was during “his gov. 
an. 1618. ernment of the church, that the fomous fy- 
nod of Dort was held, of which 1 ihali fpeak 
OM eraaliér, and King Jes says great in religious dif 
putes, difpatched three divines of eminence to attend, as 
from the reformed Church of England, with their othes 
| brethren, to decide on the important controyerfy be- 
tween the Calvinifts and Arminians. The excellent 
and amiable Hall, afterwards bifhop of - Prorwieh; was 
one of them. 


‘Though James acceded to the condemnation of the 
Arminians, the articles Of the Church of England being 
till then at leaft, held indilputably Calvinillic, yet his 
diflike to the Puritans, whom he _ permitted his bifhops 
to perfecute, led him to a more ceremonious worfhip, 
anda ficklenefs in leaning to the do@trine which he had 
condemned; and records remain, which lead to jué 

ufpicion of his trong inclination to popery, ‘as more’ 
conformed to the'defpotifm he always aff Ged and de- 
fired ; and his rage to match Charles the heir-appar- 
ent with a popifh princefs, jufly alarmed the Oey 
of every true Proteflant. ‘ . 


ae La, his hatred of the Puritans ; tis thir for defpotic 
Bore unfettered by parliaments ; bis paruality to 

ome ; and favor towards thofé who elpoufed the Ar- 
-‘fainian principles, and the ‘pogeantry of ceremonial 
worfhip, Charles I. exceeded his father ; infligated avd 
influenced by Laud, whom he had. raifed to the arch-- 
bithopric of Canterbury » : a prelate of the mof infolent : 
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temper, and the mot fuperfiitions. Neither juftice nor . 
compaiion flood in his way, when the Puritans were to 


be oppreffed,. infulted and ruinedj* Many of them 
wete driven from their native land, and fled to. other 
countries of Europe and America, and more it is faid 
were with Cromwell a€tually embarked, when an: order 
compelled their flay, to fubmit ay the feverities that 
fhould be exercifed upon them. ¥. 1637. 


Driven «by thefe ill:advifers on his ruin, Charles arm. 
ed thofe with de {pair, who felt that refolute refiltance 
oaly could break the yoke of bondage, ecclefiaflical 
and civil, from their necks, 1 pretend not to vindi- 
cate cr palliate the violences and crimes that followed, 
when the Puritans of different fe&ts uniting under theig 


* An. 1630. A bak trait of Esti character drawn from 
bis owa diary, will delineate the man better than any painter. 
Tor. Leightoa, one of the Puritans, was, by the archbifhop’s 
initigation, condemned in the Star Ghainbes ste the mow atro, 
cious and ignominious punifhms nt. When fentence was pronounc- 
ed in court, Laud pulling off nis cap, and liftiag up’ his eyes to 


Heaven, gave thanks to God who had enabled him to behold this © 


* Vengeance on his enemies, aad he thus records the execution of 
tae fenteace % 


- Nov, 6.—1t. He was feverely whipt before he was fet in the 
pillory—z. Being fet in the pillory he had one of his eacs cut off — 
3. One fide af his nofe was Ait up—4 ‘He branded on the 
cheek with a red-hot tron, with thé letters: S. Onthat day fen- 
night, his fores upon his back, ear, nofe and yen being not yet 
cured, he was whipped again at the pillory in Cheaplide, cutting 
off the other ear, Aitting the other fide of his noje, and branding 
the other cheek.”’ 


Of what a fpiric maf that man have been, ‘that could with appa: 
rent fatisfation record in a private diary, fuch an act of cruelty, 


injutice and malignity, perpetrated under the cloak of Flaw and 
religion ! ( Author’ ‘S note. } 
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leaders firfll overturned the government, ard: then. fell 
under the fervitude of a prote€ior and a military rule, 
which they had unintentionally contributed to ereét. 
“ Really g good men are always the few in every denomina- 
tion. And as their principles forbid them to feek this 
world as their kingdom, or. to obtain power and influ.’ 
ence by undue means, they are fearcely evet the per- 
fons who lead their party, but are compelled to 4Swita 
with tbe fiream, and of two evils to’ chufe the leaf. 
Hence in all uangregais the power lodges in the hands? 
of the ambitious, the violent, the crafty, and the men, 
of leaft confcience,. wineven piety may be pretended, 
when itcan be made fublervient 10 their purpofe. And 
thus all partiesin power have equally abufed it ; and the 
Puritans meanly as unchriftianly retaliated uponthe bifhops 
and clergy, all the ill-ufage and intolerance of which they 
had themfelves fo heavily complained. Indeed relpetling 
real religion, Charles's oces and condu@ was little 
lefs equivocal than Cromwell’s. And though in moral 
excellence the one will be allowed the betier Hel the 
other, whether fanatic or. hypocrite, was certainly the 
abler politician, a firmer antagonift to the papacy, and 
a more ftrenuous fupporter of the Proteflant’ caule. 5 


*& 


It was in the midft of thefe convulfions, that the In.” 
dependents arofe from very lowly beginnings, to the fum. 
mitof influence: preferred by Cromwell to Prefbyte- 
‘tians and Kpifcopatians ; both of whom he more dread- 
ed, as ready to erect. a powerful. government: in the 
Church, inimical to that which he withed to eftablifh. 


The Brownifts were the original flock. From Ley- 
den, Robinfon, their teacher, reimported the tenets of 
that feétary with confiderable improvements, and they 
 fpread with the greatett tapidity.* In doétrine they were 
perfectly of accord with the reformed, and with the ar- 


fees a 
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sielecacie ade sce muah to be mncone iy Aig “ermpe a 
~dearning. They avowed fabmiffion to, the, civil powers, 
“and that a kingly government, bounded: by juft, and. whole 
fone lawsy.as both allowed, by. God, and. th ie acct 
“modation unto men.’ But the truth feems to. be, that 
‘though they, could fubmit-to this government, they pre- 
* fetred, and. withed. wwith the Avabaptilts, and other fec- 
» taries, atepublic, in: preference. to, a monarchy ; * and, 
oawhilft it fatted, werevits feadich {upporters..., Many, ne 


“a — men were: ies avon denomin pal OPi eminent, 
gate ayer wt ce ati a pee at ‘union mente i: € 


a 


ei 


Bice terians, bat, continued few comparatively ; ; till of 
_ later years their congregations have greatly increaled 
ed _ from caufes 1 Thal detail -heresfrer., °% Sai 094 #0 tig, 
ioe VADs 16479) During the fcenes of contention and? tor. 
. bulence, i in. which charch. government ‘bore fo ‘great a 
“i part, various. fees. Sprung. up, many of whofe ‘names are 
0a), jpteferved, as monuments of homan’ folly. One 
» eoly, continuing | to our days, deferves ‘a more particular 
» attention, the feét of the Quakers.” “Their apoltie, 
, George, Fox, a fhoemaker, fappofing bimfelf divinely i ine 
aN rufhed forth to ‘proclpim war againf all paft and 
 prefent modes of church government, as babyloniffii in- 
ventions... The clergy, and all forms of religious wor. 
Ube were particular objects of bis abhorrence. He and 
his followers often entered. the - churches, exprefsly to 
Gnd ahe public fervice, and. revile the minifters. 
“Womenvas well as men joined in the fe. diforderly pro. 
» €eedings.;/ and. were often commit ted, to prifon by the : 


® 
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magifirate, as difturbers of the peace; in which fuffer- 
ings they gloried. Gentle and mild as the prefent race 
appears, the firfl foundersjof guakeiifm were violent, 
wanruly, and headftrong ; and exclufive of the matter 
which they pretended to teach, their manners were as 
highly exceptionable for their turbulence, as for the fin, 
“gularities they afieled. When the fir ebpilition had 
exhibicd the mol blameable inftances of fury, immod- 
efly, and folly approaching to madnefs, the next gener. 
ation foftened down into fimpler manners, and a more 
tational procedure. During the prote@orate they were 
the violent and avowed encmics of Cromwe!l, whole 
dread of them for a while induced him by the rigorous 
arm of punithment, to endeavor to fupprefs their fana- 
‘tic rage ; but finding it in vain, he confined himfelf ta 
diligence in watching their motions, and counteracting 
the mifchief which he apprehended from them. 


Under Charles 11. the famous Rober Barclay drew 
up his apology, and endeavored to render their theolog- 
ical fyftem more plaufible, and diyefted of all that the 
firl sore fanatical preachers had broached of error and 
abfurdity, Still two things ‘remained, which gxpofed 
thei to the greatelt trouble and vexations, Holdig 
the unlawfudacfs of oaths, they refuled to {wear allegiance: 
tothe government, and a like holding the Walaw/fuluefs of 
tythes, tne Jaw alone enforced the payment; a method 
when conftantl) to be recurred to, as troublefome to the 
 plainiif, as it was vexatious and finally injerious to the 
defendant ; who was compelled at lalt to pay, with colts 
of fuit, often far exceeding the original demand.) 


_ James 11. favored them with all feftaries, infidioufly 
“hoping by this means to gain an eafier toleration for his 
Catholic brethren. And he had an efpecial reyard for 
tSCir Chis! man, William Pena, she well know| found 
; AoA ; 
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er of the ene flourifhing colony, of . Pennfylvania 5 
whither. he led a large. body of bis. brethren. to. _efcape 
the vexations to wich they, . socially fubjecied 
ai home.” 7 ii Olga Mean Vl Oe ee eae o 


2 dfaay the: Third, the greate: recoverer of our nae, 
‘tional. liberties, embraced them in his generous tolera. 
tion, and induloed” them in their peculiarities. Since 
that time they have i in general proved ducful ful jetts, » 
and contributed greatly to the profperity uf the ae 


monwealth by wheir Lge la 8 and frogality.” 


i Their fundamental doétrine i is derived ecm the an- 
eient my ftic {chool, “ That in every human being there 
is an eternal light, or Chniit within, a portion of the 
fa‘ne eternal reafon that exifts in God.” , On this lead. 
ing principle all. their fyftem depends ; which neceffari. 
hi excluding the idea of the vicarious fubfitation of 
Chrift, terminates ultimately and really ip refined deifm. 
This reafon is the fame in every man. Jews, Turks, and — 
heathen ; and_ requires oaly to be brought into exer= 
eile, i in filence,.me ditation, and the removal of the en-_ 
pepbpacsts of carna! appeiites, which obftruct its fwb. 

ation in in order, to fife into perfection. 


ean pees 7 ike endued with this oar hight, all 
have an equa right, whether men or women, ‘to edify 
the “ic brechren by its emanations, as they feel the mo. | 
tions of the internal word, Forns of devou ion, hymns 
or facraments are therefore faperflaous : even the holy, 

 Scriptares themfelves have no more authority than the 
dike uke § of thols who have the fame eae 


“To procure. he ibaa of she animal man, that 
would. bury the divine feed in darknefs, the greaieft ab. 
Remioulae’s of living is to be. obleryed, and every ine, 
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dalgence ‘avoided : not only all” ‘amufementé ate to be 
“‘yenounced as’ criminal, buc all thew of politevielsy or 
relpect of perfons, 1s abtobutely to be “abliained from, 
Thele form the mot lid nto digi edeemne) in Qua. 
ker the RT Bak ake 
PY par £0 eure to the Cnc of the. : Faplite Church 
ty When after'the turbu'ence of the. civil’ war, 
on the death of Cromwell, Cbarles 11. was 
“ait 1660. reftored, the former periecutions of the Po. 
- sitans and Diffenters were renewed, as foon 
as Charles was fettled on the throne ; and epiico pal: g0V= 
“ernment fet up in Scotland, as well as Eng ‘and ; and by 
the aét of uniformity ali miniflers were ‘eje@ed from 


«>» their cures,and prohibited from teaching, who 
AN, 1662. objefted to the prelatical governmem, and — 
~ *% go be re-ordained by bifhops.« After fcenes . 


of violence and oppreflion on the’ oue band, and.oppo~ 
ition, oud murmurs and inve@ives on tbe other, lome 
men of gentle tempers wifhed.to fofien dowm.ai) the af. 
_ perities of Chriftian brethren, and to induce them to a 
greater union, or tolerance, both in do€trine and ditfci- 
pline ; that Epifcopattins, with Prefbyterians and Inde~ 
‘pendents, the two greatledts might coalelce, ‘ard thea 
the refit would be more eafily brought in... The pacifi~ 
ators, though attached to epifcopacy, and the eftablifh. 
ed worfhip, wifhed to concede its neceffity as a@ divine 
inflitution, and effential to the- being, of: the Church, 
though contended for its antiquity ; and as congributive 
to the well-being of the Church, They would not there. 
fore exclude from communion thofe who preferred oth. 
‘er forms of government or worfhip, whether abroud: or 
rhome. And as to dofirines, they defired to reduce 
then to fewer heads, in which Calvinifls and Armine 
might meet, leaving the abfruler points of differs” 
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- ence, as not effential to. falvation, to be held by. each 
withou: provoking contention, .or exciting bitternels of 
foirit.  Thefe conciliatory divines-were termed Latitz. 
dinarians, and though confefledly eminent for learning, 
and of blamele{s manners, drew vpon themlelves the 
Dditter reproaches of the rigid on both fides; as men 
dcltirute of real principles of be lighiby and fit. fon any 


change. Sf tek Set iy 


Bat thefe attempts proved abortive, and it was wang 
on another revolution of government, that toleration 
delivered thofe from many penal laws, en objetted to 


fiub{cribe the a of uniformity. # 


‘That a great decline in the life of trite. - Chridianily 
towards the end of this century was obfervable, 1s 
generally agreed. It had made rapid rides in the 
feign of Charles the Second, at whofe seceffion the 
profligate manners of the court encouraged every 2.— 
bomination, The rigid maxims of the Puritans, . with 
their. Rarched perfons, were held in averfion and turned 
into ridicule. Men eafily and rapidly pafled to che CX. 
tremes of vice, to avoid the [ufpicion of the femblanceg 
of piety. And asa life of diffipation was in fafhion, cy 
ligion began to be a contemptible thing. Heneé, fince | 
peculiar fertoufnefs branded a man as puri tanicalyandef, ’ 
fectually prevented all church advancemént, the clergy 
took peculiar care ta efcape, as far as pofibie, | From 
what wult deftroy their hopes. ‘of prefermentg‘and not’ 
to be righteous overmuchy ¢ or a rehakers of bed 
Hinmsoraliiod, Es 


oJ 
vi 


Theological CubjeGs alfo hegan. excordinela to. sake 
place Te) literature more polite, and knowledge - more: 
Ictcotific. The candidates for the miniftry at. ‘the unig. 
wcefuiey were diverted by the clafiicks, buried 3 in, mathe 
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ematics, of bewildered in metaphy fics ; and the” Bible, 
af nor ainong the profctibed books, was’ neglefled griev- 
oufly; andirwould hard! have been a matter of good 
report in college, to have it fard that a man read and flud. 
ded the Scriptures diligenth, except as a matter of {ci- 
ence. «Thus men made vail’ progrels in all branches of 
human learning, whillt biblical fiudies, lelpecially’'t in | any 
gCevotional way, were little attended to. 3 


mite the dregs of former fells, one is faid 16 have eS 
arnictous effe&ts, and is branced ‘with the name ; 
of Animnomen, catrying the reformed de€rites ref. 
geting t edeerees to an atufe bifore unknown. Thefe 

leaded, * becaufe the cleG@ muft be. faved, that - ali 
¢alls, admonitions and exhortations - were ‘vain; that 

Rothirn was to be preached but the promiles i in Chri, 
And as it was admitted, that the eleét never fall finalig 
fom grace, they fugvefled, that a man mi, bt live inthe 
gro MeN crimes, ang conunue a believ: Ae ;and, ‘Mot bein 
oder the law would not have fin impu' eds to ‘him, 
ing compleie i in Chrift.” The numbers indeed. ‘of thofe 
who projcffed their tenets were very few, vw hilfi too. ma= 

who {til held the Calviniflic fyftem, lived as af they 
Ricsca them to be truce 


° 


But a fur more pregnant caufe of this declenGon. thar 
any other, arofe from the new method .of. preaching, a+ 
dopted by the latitudinartan. divines. abovementioned, 
who being chiefly Arminians. in opinion, wifhed to. 24 
void the peculiarand charaRlerftic doQaines. of Chriftian- 
ity, which had been fo much dwelt upon formerly, and 
vi confine their inflru€ticnsto the beauty of virtue, and 

the force of moral obligation. Thus, without the great —— 
mainfpring of Chriftionity, they labosed'in moft odnite. 
ed compofitions, to teach men to be virtnovs, ll all 
‘power of godlinefs was lo and - an awfal demonltra 
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———- tion was s given, that when the love of | God, which is in 
Chit Jefus . our Lord, is not tauzht and fe't, all other 
endeavors to correét the morals of mankind will be im. 
potent and vain. | 
7 Dy. thele men ait a Giipiilar fcbifm was. snbrdda Cee | 
into’ the Church, towards the end of the century, when, _ 
en the abdication of James 11. and the aeceflion of Wiles 

- liam IL. a namber of the epifeopal bench, who Were ay 
high in their notions of royal prerogative, as well as io 
the divine right of epifcopacy, and bound to the héfeds 
itary line of Stuart by principles. of paflive obedience 

and non. refiflance, refuled to acknowledge William IIT. 
as a lawful King. They were confequently depoled, 
and their fees fi. jed by the moft eminent of the latiius 
dinarian doors, Tillotfon, Moore, Patrick, Kidder, — 
Fowler and Cumberland ; who made no {cruple of ocs 
cupying tle vacant bifhoprics ; 3 and were efleemed by 
the high Charch party, who efponfed the ejeQed bifh- 
ops" ‘caute, as robbers and intruders ; and charped with 
the deadly crimes of ‘rebellion againft God and the” 
King, and with fchifm of the Church. Thus two par- 
ties arofe, more peculiarly diftinguifhed than before, 
of high churchmen, the excluded non. jurors, and. all 
thofe who ap pproved their condu@, and held the fame 
Spinions of ‘monar hy and Spileepneyy ‘though to keep - 
“their! Pree Rees) they took the oaths, and fubmitted to” 
King William. > The otber ‘party, more moderate, or® 
low-churchien; Aiba ages et more liberal opinions ref. 
pecting the people's right in. certain cafes, to chule theig 
own? governors, and of the” mitigated ecclefiattical aus” 
thority, which claimed no dominion over the confcien- | 

— Saeror ‘men, Or privileges, but under afts of parliament, | 

“OP this day the fame parties fubfitt 5 though the high. 
churchmen are reduced very low : and, indeed, if thefe- : 
néw ‘Bilhops; according to the high -chureb ‘princie 
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ples, were. intruders, rebellious and. {chifmatical, and 
all their ordinations. invalid, there “ts. hardly an (ek. 
clefialtic in the Jand who dee és not derive bis. facred 
eharaGer through them and their fucceffors : _and, 
therefore, according to. high- church principles, their’ 
mipillrations are null and void ; but the ugh the pride 
and intolerance of forme who occupy. thefe high. places, 
ee much the fame as in their. predece flors, ‘and have 
, “procured them. the, charatler of bi, b.ch urchmen ; they, 
 chufe not te admit the invalidity. ms ihe powers, wh: ch 
have advanced and conlecraied. them to their. prefent 
Eminence ; content. with the honor and emoluments, 
and not diipofed to quit their flations, through any. fora 
ple about the legality of their appointments ag 
It moft be remaked,. that bo owever declining. ‘te 
flate of religion at the end of the century appeared, 
ver bad England produced {o many, or {fo able Writs 
ets on facred. fubjects of every kind, as in the. former 
art of i it. Of thefe the works of many will live to ec 
if, the lateft pollerity.: among them fome. of the Eng- 
Auth bifhops maintain a high rank. The Puritan divines 
were remarkably laborious, and deep in. bib‘ical Jitera~ 
ture. . But latterly. a great. change was perceivable. 
es 5 he ‘men of ihe fir kt and beft generation were gatheaed 
to their fathers— another: race, of finer polifh arofe, Jels 
attached to the, chara€ier illic do€lrines of Chrifianity. 
— Auminianiim in principle generally prevailed; and. i: 
genious defences of Chriflianity againn the infidels, and. 
| compoh: ions of an admired purity of the moral kinc, 
‘were in the bigheft eflimation. ‘The great du@:ines of —— 
tiie fall, and its conf equences— the-corruption ¢f human 
nature— the redemption by atonemen Biche Mifcation 
of a Gnner by. faith alone-—and_ the necefliury of abe in- 
Pa itaes of the, Holy Gholi to procuce all purity OF em 
heart aod life —thele, and the Hie lopics, grew “out of 
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wogue, snd gave place to the more philofophic fyftem 
of moral fuafion, metaphy fical reafoning. and ethical ef: 
fays on virtue, its beauty and obligations. Yet there 
gemeined fome, many, faithful adherents to the Calvinif 
tic doG@rines of the articles; and even Bifhop Burnet, 
mot t6o0 much uttached to them, owns, that however gen- 


erally fabferibed by: the Arminians for prcoferment, they 


were certainly inconGftent’ with their opinions ; and 


that this fubfcription was 2 great violation of ivgenucuf. 


nefs. Not that all religion refted wnh the Calvinilts a. 
lone >that it chiefly did, may be concluded from the 
lives of the diffenters, who were certainly more fti@ ia 
general, more pious and irreproachable, than their coun- 
trymen of the eflablifhed Caurch ; and fuch’ was the 
change now wrought i in fentiment, that if there were any 

in the Church who preached the Calvisitic do&rine, 


and maintained a pecu iar feparation of themfelves from | 


the world, they were often branded as Prefbyterians. 
Yet among thofe who held the Atminian principles aog 
bigh-church ideas, there were men of uncommon ex- 
cellence and ptety, fuch as Bifhop Kenn and others, 
whofe primitive manners truly adorned their Chrifian 
profeiSon, The regularity and decencics of worfhip 


were then a/fo oblerved in many more families, and of 


the great and nabie, than at prefent. Thefe the laxtiy 


and growing diflipation of our day have almoft utterly : 


sifearded. . I will not affirm, that there was in that i 
more true religion among the fuperior ranks of life 
than in our day ; though I believe there was.: certainly, 


however, the forms and appearances of it were mare 


relpedlably nines eae 


Bar sherd ds whe thar feech and judgeth,. The Lord 
kndwert thafe that are his. We muft leave the final 


‘decrion go hinle: and whit we fpeak the painiul res | 
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full of our own ign oti He. we tay? fill comfortably: 
hope, where’ the’ bieffed book of God was fo. generally 
diffuled, ‘and: worits: of fuch excellent inftru@ion multi= 
plied): “that “nlany, very toany amidit the great prevas 
lence oF evil, andthe unchriftian converfation around 
them,’ “held fall the faithful word, and lived in- the \prags 
tise and’ died i in) the comfort of true dada see i Ce 


te lS frag EOS) sige 
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an oe “SCOTLAND, oO ehE Ss " oa 

oe } BECORE the cl Ne aihe raved cently’ the” rer 
Brisiioh. alter a fharp firuggie, had been eltablifhed i in 
Scotland, and that kingdom had calt off the. popifh 
yoke. “As is ufually the cale on fuch occafions, the: 
very collifion of the adverfe parties had firuck out 
{parks of. burning zeal, on the one {ide to fupprefs, and 
on ‘the other to Ipread,, tenets rendered more dear an 

“Gmportant, by the very fufferi ings which they brought « on 
the confelfors. Thus the facred flame of trath had kin: 
died in many a ‘faithful bofom. Knox and His zealous 
affociatés bid iffued forth to preach the everlafling gof- 
pel and rapidly {pread the evangelical doétrines through 
the land. The Church government was as nearly ag 

| offible. conformed to the Genevian mode! : and James 
wit obad been brought up in the Kirk, profefled the 
molt Ce attachiners to it, as ‘the mek Church ap. 
ii! earth, 


“Ma ny. cab dean Soto fights which sie faccin@- 
nefs of this hilory will fot allow me particularly to {pes 
-eify, illumined that northern Es hes in the long reign 
of this monarch. Daring his refidence in Scoilahd, 
Abe bitter-difputes about prela¢y and prefbyterianilny, 
were rather compromifed than conclufively fetled. 
: B 2 
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Bit < a thie acceftion of the Scouilh monarch ‘to’ the 
_Ex rowa, they revived with all unchriftian temper. 
i € sined to the hierarchy, James calt his weight into that 
fica ey tothe great dilgait of the majority of his northern: 
fabjeGs, and compelled them reluctantly to fubmieto 
: anger regimen, But ihe difcontented increafing, 
and more violent meafures being purfued by bis unhap- 

“py ‘fon, and the bilhops who prefided in the Scottith 
_ Church, a convulfion followed, which terminated in the 
oO verthrow: ‘of monarchy and epifcopae y. ‘By dive ex. 

_pericace the unhappy Charles the frit now found, that 

' he had ett a among bah desis affettions he 


for anh bately fold das jouvadeod: bim up into 

- the hands of his’ esemics ; and left one more record of 

“experience: to princes, how dangerous it is to irritate 
“men's. minds, by pains and a for seligionss — 
“Tons,” 


d omwell’s ‘dominion was as ill. i sk a ‘by the Scottith 
: Ration, as that of Charles the firft'; but their impotent 
"attempt to reftore Charles the Second failed, and they 
experienced the tizor of the ‘proteétor’s arm. That 
popith, profelyte, who had readily been prevailed Upon 
ta play the hypocrite among the rigid Scots covenanters, 
; had: however eeceived fo much difgult frem them, that 
i he te{ol lved, after the battle of Worcefter, to rétura no 
more to Scotland, but await his fate and feck. conceal. 
ment in England. 


* 


aw Daring the protedorate, Scotland coed many and 
BFS it blelfings—the gofpel was vdiligensly preached, and 
th number OF the faithful multiplied. . The reftoration 
: “Brought back ‘epifcopacy and difgut to all the Prefbyte, 
‘ian party. Pricing, this reign and the fucceeding, Scot. 
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and was a perpetual fcene of ftruggles,, difcontent and 
irritation, inflead of conciliatory tmeafures. Many’ of 
the: beft men and minifters in the nation were perfecut- 
edand driven from their country, by the’ ftrong. arm of 
ecclefiaftical power, exerted rigoroully to! impole: an ef- 
tablifhment, to which the great body of the’ “minifiers 
and people were utterly averfe. ‘The bifhops fent into 

Scotland, with’ Archbifhop Su arr at their bead, ferved 
_ by their infolence and ill conduG to render the | preju. 
dices againft epifcopacy more inveterate. The peaceful 
and feraphic. Leighton, after. doing all the good, abd 
preventing all the evil in his power, afhamed of his aflo. 
ciates, and convinced of the. improper fleps taken to en- 
foice an epifcopal government, to. which the body of 
the people was averfe, refigned his archbifhopric, and 
-retired to a private flation, dite works will live a mon, 
ument of evangelical piety ; in which the diftinguifhed 
purity of the ftyle can only be exceeded by. the excel+ 
lence and energy of the fentiment, The brutal Arch. 
bifhop Sharp, who had reqetted every mild. and concil- 
iating flep fuggefied by his truly apofolical ‘cOadjutor, 
after having driven him by defpair of ferving the — 
ers from his fee of Glafgow, fell the victim of’ bis 
own violences, and died by the hands of affaflins ; de- 
“tefled even by thofe who moft condémned the bloody 
deed. The, revolution under William the Thisd, 
_ brought back to the Scots their favorite ecclefiaftical 
_ government and difcipline, which: hath been continued 
to the bee period, ie 


wu : Doovitie all this century the Scots may be confidered 
-as a remarkably religious people. And though the life 
of real godlinefs can never be {uppofed univerfal in any 
“Nation, yet the number of evangelical and zealous min. 
2 » ier in the Kirk was great, and their faithful foliowers 
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aumerous. Re matkable inflances of great revivals of 
religion in various places are. alfo on record. “And. 
though their folemn league and covenant, and too many 
inftances of undue heat and intolerance, will never meet. 
approbation from the hiflorian of candor and liberality. 3 a 
yet, with every thing which can be ‘pointed out as cen.: 
furable, no Proteftant Church, in general, more emi- 
nently diftinguifhed itfelf by purity of doétrine and bo- 
linefs of converfation.. My limits reflrain me from en 
tering into santte details. 


ae 


YF may be a matter of fome doubt, whether the king. 
dom of Ireland can be reckoned among the Proteftants 
er Catholics ; for, though the government was in the 
hands of the former, the ue greater part of the fubje&s 
continued in papal fuperitition and ignorance. Kept 
wader by the ftrong arm of power, they waited the op- 
portunity of emancipating themfelves from this reftraint, 
and reftoring the dominancy of the - popifh religion, : 
The riftng difconients uoder Charles the Firft, afforded” 
the moment of revolt, and the troops being employed’ 
in the fatal conteft between the king and the parlia_ 
ment, the Irifh rofe with lavage fury, and maflacred 
feventy thoufand Proteflants in cold blood. © The inie=— 
. fiftable arm of Cromwell reduced them to “obedience, ; 
and punifh-d them for their rebellion. 


In the beginning of the century, ine bleffed ‘abr ; 
ers cultivated that vineyard. The names of Archbifh. 
op. Uther, Bifhop Babington, Downham and others, will 
ever be mentioned as ‘the ornaments of that day, and, 


of. the Church which their labors edified, Nor, when 
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the ufurper feized the reivns of govertiment Were ‘the’ 
concerns of reliy zion ‘negledied, but a tuuiber of faithful 
and zealous thinilters jought to éxtend the knowledge 
of the doflriness which are according to godlinefs’ 
amongit them. On the Refloration, the eptcopal par 
ermment was reflored with the regal; but) the Court ‘of 
Charles 1. produced: few fuch prelates as had blefed 
the land in the commencement of the century. CT be! 
fame fearful decay among the churchmen was to be ob- 
ferved in Ireland as in England : and the popifh. bigot,: 
games Il. wifhed to fufpend all laws againtt thole of 
is own faith, and to encourage the progrefs of his own 
religion. He found alfo amongthem his moft firenu- 
ous fupporters: and when unable in England to saile 
the leaft body of partifans.openly to refill the auaherity. 
of William the Third, Ireland invited him, to fruggle. 
for his abdicated throne ; and the Engiifh, under their. 
glorious deliverer, were obliged to fight, and) conquer: 
that rebellious country. But the-true xeligion continu. 
ed in‘a ftate of great decay—little was done effe@ ually, 
to diffufe the principles of proteflantilm.. The Papiflsy, 
far the fuperior number, though under many dilabiluies,- 
adhered to Rome and her luperttiions Satished with ail 
the civiland ecclefiafiical emoluments,the nominal Prot. 
eftants exprefled very Inve zeal for the real .conyerfion” 
of their popith neighbors. In all that is worthy the 


“pame of religion Jreland funk very low; nor were 


there {earcely any partial revivals. A. death-like flu. - 

por feems to have prevailed univerfally. scat 

| Protefiants and Papifis a {trong line was drawn ; bur as. 
ie the lite of pastels the difference was very ie: 


a: 
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TEN BD 


STANDS next among the schelectedl cpvornmibats ia 
eminence. Though religious toleration was no where’ 


-mmore nobly generous and extenfive, the reformed reli- 


gion was the only one eftablifhed by the fate, and chat 
of far the greater body of the people. About the com- 
mencement of this century arofe among them a fect, 
that hath received the name of. Arminians from its at. 
thor, a divinity profeffor of Leyden: whofe opinions 
produced the moft unhappy diffentions, not only. io the 
United Provinces, but throughout the Chriftian world. 
We had been educated at Geneva im the Calviniftic 
doGtrines, but early in life began to be offended. with 


. the decrees as unconditional and abfolute ; and pleaded 


for what he judged the more xatzonal fyftem of univer, 


_ fal redemption. What he himfelf adopted. he publicly 


‘taught ; and as thofe tenets militated fo frongly againit 
the “religion of his country, he was foon branded. with 
heretical pravity, and the found divines of that com. 
munion, with Gomarus bis colleague at their head, ex. 
peelfed their, high difapprobation. and cenfure. The 
contraverly was fharply maintained, and many ecclefiaf. 

‘tics of the Dutch Church, and others, ade 
AN. 1609. opted the opinions of Arminius, who died 

in the midft of thefe contefts: but he leéfe 
able and refolate defenders, who carried on the’ war 
with redoubled vigor : among thefe were the famous E- 
‘pifcopius, Grotius, and Barneveldt. The Arminians 
claimed toleration ; and a compromife. was . offered, 
_ provided they would renounce the principles of Sotinis 
anilm, of which they were fufpe@ed, and to which it 
was fuppofed their tencts led. Repeated conferences, 
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however, were ineffeQual to reftore the broken bonds 
of charity, The Calvinillic divines, fally perfuaded 
. that the Aminian principles tended to fap the vitals of 
‘Chriftianity, and to deRroy all the moft important peca. 
Masiniee wf the religion-of God incarnate, arged the ma- 
ifteates to interpofe thetr authority. « Moihcito, though 
“partial tothe Arminians, admits’ thayrbeir Jatitudinarian 
‘principles led them to friendihip wi nb thofe whofe cadi- 


otal, ‘oppofition to Chriflianity was fofpeed, and whdfe 


--gonduG was very unbecoming the goipel of Chrift; and 
that. by this means they confirmed the bad opinion ef 
stheie® sehen ie which was ruber fen By their — 
ae \ 
The peculiar fertrmeii: of abi Maeda a8 COR- 
aained in the writings of their deader and Prien tara. 
ede on si “points. at pe i 


“ 


ee pe “Phat Kviaice: was olawad on the cle&,; on aie 
meow of faith and perleverance forefeen > and. -damne- 
aia ech oe spent mee tii geisunings: Sorgices istie. 
“Thee petitions individual is equally badheeadied ty 
ie Ghai ; though beliewers: and: Late men only finally re- 

| “ates ve the benefit. 

Ves m : Hiri 

rie os “hat true nee is may from the eberiidn of the 
is oly Cho, not from natural powers, or the fel f.wroupht 


- ‘exertion of the human will; but vhat a general casi 


ier: hh ‘lied 1 gh is given to ail. 


Gogh hie divin grate or power of the Holy Ghot, 


“begins, and carries to perfection, all that is good in te 
eréature ; though the will of the impenitent does refill, 
and ofien fenders the Spirit's operations inefcdival, 

eS ey eo Ui pe 
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gs. That real faints may fall from a flate of grace ; 
ut this was at firlt rather exprefled dubioufly ; and on. 
dy afterwards afferted posure oes ~ 


ophete. are sein icihee? as the great points of aitierenie 
from the Calviniftic divines : but it is faid. that EF pifco- 
pius, and the followers of Arminius, departed farther 
from them, into the Pelagian or Semi-pelagian fytiem ; _ 
and many of them certainly inclined to Socinianifm. 
Fhe do@rines fated above, were the avowed pillars of 
the Arminian creed ; but their ideas refpedting all con- 
feffions of farih were very lax; and ‘they maintained, 
that as Chriitians were only refponfible to God for their 
religious opinions, no other confelfion of faiih was ‘ne- 
eeffiry, than the admiMfion of the Scriptures t te be the 
Berd af God. 


Political differenced 3 in Helland ‘eieieed the different 
parties under oppfite leaders. Maurice, Prince of Of, 
ange, and thofe who fupported him, were oppoted by 
Barneveldt, Grortus, and Hooggerbeets, men in the 
higheft places of the republic, and jealous of Maurice, © 
as ralpiring after undue power and influence. Gomarus 
and. ‘his Friends attached themfelves to Maurice—the 
Arminians to Barneveldt and his affociates.” The party 
of Maurice prevailing, Barneveldt loft his dead, and 
-Grottas and Hooggerbeets were condemned to Pperpet- 
@pal ioprifonment. The Armimjans, though not expof- 
ed to futier for their opinions as yet, were thus: deprive 
ed of their former proteftors and fupporters, and were 
probab! y regarded with anevil eye by Maurice and the 
Prevailing party of the: republic, for the intrigues in 
which they were known to have engaged in fuppore of | 
their _pitrops. 
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AN. 1618, A national fynod was demanded by the 
Calvinitts, to judge the points in difpute. The States 
General iffued their editis for its: aflembling : and de- 
‘puties f from all the provinces of Holland were joined by 
their brethren, feat from the other eminent reformed 
churches of England, Switzerland, Heffe, Bremen, and 
the Palatinate, to decide thé. matters in. controverfy. 
Epifcopius, aman of high abilities and eloquence, was 
the head of the Arminian party, and appeared foremolt 
“to defend their opinions again{t. thé acculations of Gos 
farus and his affociates : but the fynod had hardly | 
commenced. its deliberations, Before a difpuie on. the 
fmode.of proceeding, drove the Arminian party from 
the affembly. The ‘Atminians infitled upon Pesinnn 
with a. refutation of the Caiviniftic doétrines, elpecially 
that of reprobation ; whilft the fynod determined, that 
_asthe remonftrants were.accufed'éf departing from the — 
reformed faith, they ought firft to pultify ahoulelies by 
seria pret of their opinions, = 

SAL teapeto ates the i wibehe to fabmit to. 
this procedure having failed, they were banifhed the fy— 
od for their refulal ; 5 and retired with bitter abufe of 
the partiality with which, as they. complained they: were / 
treated. The fynod, foweecn proceeded in their exam. 
"dination of the Arminian tenets ; and as the Arminian doc. 
’ tors had left the aflembly, their. writings underwent a Arid 
pesusioy: in their abfence: their opinions were condemned}, 

& ther, perfons excommunicated ; whether juflly or At, 
i he lL not décide. - Bat nothing can vindicate the rigor 
“and alperity with which they were treated,andthe unchrif- 
tian pet fecution which followed, and drove thefe mea 
from their churches and their country, into exile and 
poverty. Surely fuch are not the weapons of a Chrifl- 
Jans warfare, Jn the whole of this proreeding, ecclefin 


Ce 


ve 
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aftical intolerance was ie the. inftrement of .political . 
artifice, to crufh the party of their adverlaries. | What-— 
ever fanctity the one fide or the other affeied, they both 


proved themfelvesto be bat men : and if the weak and 


eppreffed were to be pitied, their perverfenefs, and the - 
provocations they had given, left them. equally inexcuf- 
able ; as will appear evident to thofe who alee? impars 
tially all the circumftances on both fides. |. 

The neighboring countries received tee exiles with 


hofpitalty 5 but fome of the moft illuftrious, as Vorftius 
and others, gave:too much caufe to their adverfaries to: 


justify their fufpicions, by verging to the Socinian doc- 
trines ; whilf the differences amongfi themfelves, were’ - 
early. as great as with thofe from whem they had divid- 
ed. Hardly any two-of the Arminian chiefs explained 
their fentiments alike ; fome expreffing in higher terms 
the do@rines of grace, and others Ginking deep into the - 


a abyfs of Pelagianifm and Socinianifm. |. ~ 


i) 


But the death of Maurice, their perfecutor, opened a 
door for their return, under. his lefs:prejudiced fuccef- 


for; andthey were admitted to _free toleration and 


peaceable enjoyment of their opinions, And it is fin. 4 


- gular enough,;that ever fince, though the, Dutch Church 
has maintained the profeffion of the reformed faith, the 


minifters and people have generally beer “verging. tor 


the Arminian) doétrines ; certainly the mo: congenial 3 


with human reafonings and plaufible in, the mifconceiv- | 


Jed itleas of charity ‘and goodnefs. And though in 


Holland the profeffedly Arminian congregations are by 
no means numerous, the clergy of the eflablifhment are 
faid ee to rank on the latitudisarian. fide : whilf 
from thence the fpread of the Arminian ONE ‘through: - 
all the neighboring nations, has. been prodigious : the’. 
generality in all Proteb ant countries’ embrace thems 4 


and the far greater number without knowing It, 


1 


‘te 
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ie their wide extended colonics, however, the eflab- 
_ lithed religion was ftill maintained ; and Afia, Africa, 
and America had received minifters of the reformed 
" ¢onfeffion among them. But the fate of {piritual matters 
was very low in all their fettlements ; as at home they — 
had abundantly pariaken of the general declenfion, hav- 
inga name to live, yet being dead : though maoy and 
_ excellent men were found among them in the | Church, 
and with the feflaries from it of various kinds: of 
thefe I wouid jult ‘mention the’ seer hecanae! who, af- 
ter all their perfecutions, found refi and quiet at 
‘Jaf. Their former turbulence; apd their refuling to 
_ fwear allegiance to any government, rendered them ev- 
ery where fufpeéted, and in many places cruelly treated, 
But time, and their own exemplary condudt, having o. 
pened the eves of the nations, a greater fpirit of candor 
and tolerance having grown up, and governments be- 
coming fenfible of the? value of induftrious fubjeGls, - 
whatever their faith might be, they were permitted to 
enjoy a common protection with the other {e&s, and fit 
under their vine and their fig-tree, and to be no more a= 
frag, Their divifioris among themfelves, if not healed, 
“wwere mitigated, The very Tigid follewers of Menno 
were few g the ref, except in the point of baptifm, co- 
_incided oy with the reformed. They admitted three 
< orders in their church, be/hops or pre/byters, who pre- 
fide, and have the power of adminiftering baptifm and 
“the’communion. Teachers fet apart for preaching and 
the public worthip, and deacons or deaconeffes.. All mat. 
“ters pafs in a confiftory, at which the bi/hop or prefbyter 
prefides. They and the ¢eachers are chofen by fuffrage, 
and fet apart by impofition of hands. The Englifh An- 
_ abaptifts herein confiderably differ, as they haye only 
one rank of ol Uae | 
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AN. 1628. which a variety of. misfortua 
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FRANCE. 


THE Proteflants in France from the time of Henry 
the Fourth’s exaltation to the throne, formed a kind. of. 
republic within the monarchy, by the privileges they. 
had obtained ; and the fortified places, as Rochelle, Se- 
dan, and others, which were given them as fecurities for 
the “uninterrupted. enjoyment of their religious liberties, 
but treaties are feebie cords to bind the {trong arms of. 


“pow er; and the violation of faith with heretics is fanc- 


tioned by the Gatholic’s creed. The Proteftant leaders 
were too often ambitious men, and the enemies of the 
Hugonots always watched for an occafion to deprive 
them of thofe privileges which neceffity: euly had» ex- 
torted ; nor was that occafion long wanting. - Cardinal 
Richeleau, who perceived that his mafler was but the 
lord of half his kingdom, whilft the Proteftants held Ro. 
chelle, and could always call their brethren to their.af= : 
fitance, after hard. fruggles to fubdue their indepgnd- 
oc entefpirig, befieged and took » their capital s 
“prevented 4 
the fuccors promifed by E » from ree. 
lieving. Lying now “wholly at the will” of their enemies, 
whole tender mercies they bad fo often experienced to 


be cruel, the Proteflants in France funk very low under. 


every oppreffion, and every violation of privileges,which : 


they bad no longer 4 power to maintain.» The infidious . 


cardinal, and the imperious monarch, united with the 


» Jefuirs fe their extirpation ; too intolerant to permit 


the Protefant profeffian under his: dominion. | Every 
artifice and promife, joined with threats, and fuflerings 
of various Kinds, were fill uled to engage thew to ay 
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poftatize from the faith of their forefathers, ob indced 
too many did. And on thofe who were obflinate in 
adhering to the Proteftant religion, vengeance fell, and 
booted apoliles: drageoned them into Raniplianes, or 
delivered them up to the bifhops and clergywho per- 
fecuted them with the mof inveterate hatred and unre~ — 
lenting cruelty. Multitudes fled their: ycountry, and 
fought an afylum in foreign lands; and others, unable 
‘or unwilling to fly, endured all that alice could de~ 
yife, and abufed power infli& to fubdue thent to the 
age to break mee ipirits or enptaps them by wie 


as: 1685. The edit of santa) was now Vickieke 2 
ne that wicked and bigotted Lewis the Fourteenth, in- 
ftigated by his Jefuits and clergy, merited virtue enongh 
to cancel all his crimes, and procure the high approba- 
tion of the Roman fee, by the murder and: “plunder: of 
thoufands of his Proteflant fubje€ts, and compelling the 
geft to feek exile as a refuge. To add infult to crueity,. 
an edict commanded them without delay to return to 
the befom of the Church, whilft guards were fationed: 
on the frontiers to prevent the efcape of thofe, who for 
confcience-fake were willing to leave all behind them. 
Yet hundreg@s of thoufands, by one means or other, 
found their way into the neighboring nations, where 
they were received with friendfhip and afleétion, as ex. 
jles, as perfecuted, as brethren. They ‘left their. uns 
grateful country, weakened by fuch immenfe emigra- 
tions, and ‘carried their. indufiry and refentment to 
flrengthen the hands of ber enemies. Even many of the 
Catholics condemned fo. grofs a violation of the mot 
folemn engagements ; and all but the miferable pigetas 
shemfelves confidered the flep impolitic, as unjufl. It 
mult be confefled the Protettants deferved the {courge, + 


ee Ae re ea ee 


/ 
CT IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per, 3) 


by the awful declenfions evident among them. Some 
of their principal teachers had departed grievoully from: 
the reformed doétrines ; and wifhed te bend to a near. 
er ftate of union with the idolatrous church, which they 
had renounced : and whilft the body of French Proteft. 


ants approached the Atminian tenets, and foftened down 


their profeflions to thé more palatable, univerfal, and 
comprehending fyftem.’ Switzerland allo adopted 


them ; and Geneva, the cradle of the iehnGtd church- 


es before the end of the century, degenerated faft into 


the Arminian and pelagian fyftem : which we have 


feen naturally ending in our spel in Saabs pee — Dee 


- tim. 


The fpigit of eb and © igoaiath was not t likely to 
flourifh under fuch circumftances. The caufe of the 
Proteftants in France was reduced very ‘ow : and thofe 
who remained, inftead of brightening in the furnace of 


affliGion, dependrated from the perity of the faith, as well 


as the {pirituality of prattice. The remaining Protef. 


-tantifm was little more than an inveterate hatred of po- 


pery. | Some gracious minifters remained, but few, and 


driven into corners ; and though a remnant of the truly 
faithful was yet to be found, the days of ie were paft, 


and grey hairs were upon them. They Mave lingered 
on declining to our days ; whether times of refrething 
fhall again come to them from the prefence of the Lord 
is in the womb of time, but not out of the eile of 
hope. er | 
~ 1655; 686: 1696. The poor sinidanen fill 
maintaining in their fequeftered vallies the Proteftant 


 do€irine, were hunted out by jefuitieal malice, and cru? 


elly treated by their popifh dake of Savoy : their utter 


~extin@ion was threatened, ‘The kind interpofition of 


Ga f ‘ h 
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the Englifh, Dutch, and Swifs governments preferved a 
feyr, Scattered and peeled, reduced in numbers, and 
deftitute of paftors, without fome gracious revival, oy 
Gree ppp reaching their nal euolinisa, 


oe setluced nearly was the once flourifhing Chuechi 
of the Palatinate. Under a Catholic Eleétor, and a fe- 
ries of oppreilions, i it hardly maintained a name. among 
the naions where it had been firft in honor. Nor. ries 
the other reformed communities exempt from the gene. 
eral declenfion., Helle and the ‘reft of the Calviniftie. 
eburches io Germany, exhibited no fpectmens of fuck 
life and aétivity as evidenced a vigorous frame : fettling 
like their neighbors into arenes of Senate sha fore 
sie of devotion. 


einen: the whole,-we may with ek lament the’ bd 
decay vifible among all the Reformed Churches towards 
the expiration of the century. Great inroads made on 
the purity of the faith ; a growing neglect of all holy or. 
dinances ; a grievous departure from the: f{pirituality of 
a heavenly walk ; and an almoft utter extinGiion of 


zeal for promoting the falvation of men’s fouls ; the ' 
miniftry lefs evangelical, and the 1 people lukewarm. qi. 


may add alfola fpirit ‘of infidel philofophy arofe, that 
tended to fap the vitals of revealed truth ; whil fh abe 
growing immorality and diffipation produced a cone 
tempt of all f{triGnefs of religious. profeffion, and flood 
ready to welcome the {preading poilon of atheilm, in or- 
der to remove the uneafy apprehenfions of foture ref 
ponfibility. I with L may be miflaken'in my gloomy 
views of the period f am defcribing ; ; and that thoufands 
may have been found Jeft in our Hracl unnoticed and 
vaknown; who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 


x 


+ 
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POLAND, TRANSYLVANIA, HUNGARY. 


THERE were fill vaft nations bearing.the Chrifian 
hame, chiefly under governors of the ‘Romith pale, 
where a great mixture of Proteftants and others were to 
be Wound: that claffed neither with thé Lutheran nor re. 
formed. Of thefe the Socenians weré at the beginning 
of this century a confiderable body im Poland and 
“Tranfylvania : and from thence, as their head quarters, 
difpatched miffionaries to the other parts of Europe ; but 
they proceeded in a line different from the other Prot- 
éftants ; not afic€ting to lead the multitude by popular 
di (courfes, but to gain'the great and literati by profel. 
fing themfelves the advocates for the noble powers of 
-yeafon ; calling it the all-fafficient guide to truth ; and 
its uncontrouled exercife the dignity of human nature, - 
Revelation itfelf before this becomes fuperfluous ; and 


~ natural religion fully a to every persone: of fal. : 


“Vation. 

But the bopes entertained from thefe ingenious mif- 
-fionaries anfwered not the fanguine expéttations of their 
fellows. A momentary profpe@ of fuccefS at Altorf 
vanifhed, and Sohner. and his pupils were expelled. 

- Nor did ore Blane, furnifh a more promifing: harveit.. 
“Even their dniverfity at Racow was diffolved and dif. 
“perfed by the diet of Poland, for an’ infult offered by 
fome of the wild ftudents to a crucifix ; which fo rouf. 
ed ihe wrath of the Catholics, that the Socinians were in ~ 
confequence banifhed the Kingdon This edi was CXe 
ecuted with the moft unchriftian feverity: : 
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An. 1658. Difperfed and exiles, they fled into dif 


ferent countries, and after various efforts to obtain an 
eftablifhment, were viewed by. too fufpicious an eye to 
gain any fettled refting place. The denial of Chrift’s 
divinity was then regarded as a crime {fo blafphemous, 
as no Chrifiian ftate fhould tolerate : milder maxims 
have fince prevailed : intolerance BEGOInG not the ad- 
wocates for truth and mecknels.. 


Bat few communities of Socinians are known out of 
England, the colluvies of all feGts and herefies. Here 
Biddle hada congregation under Cromwell, and Charles 
ii. Nor hath there been wanting a fuccellion of thofe 
who have maintained the leading features of the Socin- 
ian herefy, though not exaétly agreed refpeéting the 
perfon of the Son of God. But all concur in rejecting 
the doétrine of the Trinity, denying the godhead of 
Chrift, and renounciog all vicarious fatisfattion from 
the fufferings of a Redeemer. 


The Arians and Samisaciipa were Gideed more rife 
than the groffer. but fimpler Socinians ; and many hav- 
ing received degrading opinions of Chrift, rejected the 
Athahafian doGtrine, and formed to iBemielves different 
modifications of deity fubordinate. A fyflem which, 


-. however much it prevailed, feems more irrational than 


the Unitarian or Socinian. Can we conceive any inter- 


mediate fiep between the true God and no God ? 


The collegiants of the United Provinces appear to be | 
a branch of Socinianifm, as their wide extended com. 
munion admits all who acknowledge the divinity of the 
Scriptures, and are not grofsly immoral. And every 
man is permitted to {peak in their aflembly, and even 


_ _t9 oppole and argue, provided it be done with gentle. 
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nefs. As they have neither creeds nor Confecrated 


teachers, their bond of union alone is voluntary aflocias 
tion. 


"Madame Schorman,. aid the (athe Bouringnon, might 
be mentioned, ladies whofe zeal and learning gave them 
importance ; and their afpiration after perfection flatter. 
ed fpiritual pride and felfrighteoufnels. The leading 
tenet of the latter, better unfolded by Poiret, a difciple 
and man of genius, is, that'all true chrifianity confitts 
“ in immediate communion with the Deity, by internal 
feeling and impulle ;” approaching very nearly in its 
‘genius to the doftrine of Quakerifm, and alike fprung 
from the fame myftic ftock : of which alfo among 
ourfelves was the noted Joanna Lead, whofe viftons and 
predi€tions in that day colle@ed.a namber of abfurd 
and credulous difciples. Folly and credulity will nev- 
“er ceafe in every age to afford abundant converts to 
fenaticifm, and to whatever comes with the ftamp of CX- 
Atageainary. ey : 
| 5 
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CENTURY XVII 
CHAP. 1. 


a oer PROGRESS OF THE pahines EXTERNALLY, 


Ae we Fig oe nearer our own) times, the more 
, difficult it will be found to {peak with impartiality. 
’ ‘Far from being able to affure my readers of my own, [ 
confefs the greateft fufpicion of myfelf,knowing the deceit- 
fulnefs of the heart,and the amazing difficulty todiveftour- . 
feives, whether of the prejudices of education, orthe pride 
‘of having emancipated ourfelves from them ; not per. 
ceiving that we have only adopted a new prejudice for 
an old one. All therefore I can fay, is, that I wifh to 
know the truth, and to reprefent it without difguife ; and 
I fhall feel no thame i in acknowledging involuntary er- 
ror ; be thankful for information ; ready to receive re. 
‘buke ; and more willing to correét my miftakes, than any | 
Kind friend or undeferved enemy may be to point them 
out. 1 am only forry, that I am not more completely 
and fully farnifhed for the tafk ; but I fhall endeavor 
to do my beft, and hope for candor. In Many particu- 
Jars I fhall fpeak what I do know, and teftify what I 
haye feen, for more than half the century. 


As the weftern Chriftian world was now divided into 
two great communions, thofe who adhered to the 
Church of Rome, and thofe who acquired the name of 
Proteftants, by their departure from it thefe will de- 
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mand our confideration feparately. and diftin@ly. The 
one forming a body of vaft and extended.members un= 
der a vifible bead, refident in the ancient metropolis. of - 
the Roman empire, which her arts and politics contin- 
ued to maintain, if not over the perfons, yet moze def. 
potically over the fouls of men. The other a body vaft 
aad extended alfe, but in numbers apparently inferior, 
and neither connetied by members as homogeneous, 
nor under a-vifible chief... Yet folidity united in fome 
fundamental principles, which formed a powerful, though 
invifible bond of attraGion, amidtt all »apparent differ. 
ences of opinion, kept them in a tate of determined a- 
verfion to popery; and placed them in a confiant 
{phere of repulfion from any approach to this greater 
body... The tyranny of Rome, the idolatry and fuper. 
flitions too glaring ever to be foftened down into any © 
point of conta, made the rent between them forever 
irreparable, without fome prodigious change in the fen- 
timents and views of one or the other. In fome par- 
ticulars the balance vibrated unequally. In point of 
learning, as deep {cholars, profound mathematicians, 
and acute metaphyficians, as well as every other branch 
of literature, the perfe& freedom allowed to enquiry 
of every kind, and the general thirft for knowledge, 
as well as its diffuffion through all .Proteftant coun- 
tries, gave them vaftly the preponderance in the 
{cale. Not but that fingular advances were made 
in the fame ftudies in the Catholic. countries ; and 
phylofopby cultivated with the greatelt ardor; but 
, it was.confined toa particular: number of literati, 
‘not fo generally diffufed, and fhackled by the dog- 
.,™as of popery. It is amazing how much the read- 
~ ing the Scriptures in the mother.tongue of every Prot~ 
eftant nation, and the freedom of difcufiion of every 
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fubje@, have led all ranks of men to. a very great pro- 
pertionable fuperiority over, Papifts in) this. refpeét. 
And what is more to be attended to the firft. fcholars, 
deepeft in the philofophic fchool, among the Romanifts, 
though they contioued profeffionally to adhere: to, the 
religion of their country, yet fat. very loofe to any re. 
ligion at all ; doubted of every thing but mathematical 
’ demonftration ; and therefore eyed the myfteries of the 
Church to which they belonged with filent contempt, 
and fometimes ventured a farcaftic {neer, which mani- 
fefted a very feeble faith in the. eltablifhed do€tines 
and practices, eke Us e592 


» On the other hand, though the purity of morals had 
fuffered an equal declenfion in the different. churches, 
in point Of zeal for the propagation of their own opin. 
ions, a decided inclination of the balance was {till op 
. the fide of popery. » Not only the inveteracy of ancient 

habits, gave a {trong impulfe to all the monaftic orders, 
who muft live on the emoluments of fuperftition ; but 
the fociety of Jefuits inftituted on -purpofe to fuppost - 
the finking caufe of Rome, particularly exerted them- 
feives. ‘They, indeed, difplayed an unwearied aftivity, 

-- In any another caule, nobly exemplary. They ftimulated 

the torpid zeal of Dominicans, Francifcans, and Cape- 
chins ; roufed them for the confli€, and called them to 
foare in the merit and glory of bringing back the heret- 
ical deferters to the fold again; or of enlarging the 
bounds of popifh dominion in heathen and diftant Jands. 

_ Whereas, the Jove. of Proteftants was become Juke-~ . 

‘warm, nay, frozen up. Secure in their own enjoy. 
ments they fat down in the purfuit of fcience, commerce, 
or gain ; and too unconcerned about their own fouls, 
entertained very little anxiety about the fouls of others. 
The minifters of the different communions watched o. 
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wer their own flocks, indeed, bay no wolf might fleal 
into the fold; but they too frequently . flumbered ands 
flept ; and appeared more occupied about their tempoe 
ral advantages, than the fpiritual benefit of thofe entruft. 
ed to their care. Few had zeal to attempt conver- 
fons from popery, or to labor extenfively. Befides, 
zn the Proteftant churches, little, or no provifion being 
miade for the particular purpofe of extending the pale 
mf evangelical truth, the Papifts had an unfpeakable 
advantage. ‘They maintained a hoft of miffionaries in 
every. Proteftant couotry, for making converts to. 
‘Rome: always fecretly at work, often openly, men of 
the moft infinuating manners, trained up for this very 
objeG, in the wiles of controverly, to undermine the 
true faith, to place the popifh opinions in the moft fa. 
worable light, and to furprize the confciences of the ill- 
informed, the {crupulous, and the difturbed. 


It may be added, farther, that the great weight of in- 
terefi lay on the popifh fide. A thoufand allurements 
and advantages were held out by zealous papifts, in or= 
der to make converts, even to the loweff of their tenants | 
and people around them, fuch as every Proteftant would 
have thought it a difgrace to employ ; reftrained by his 
pringiples from fing other motives than argument and — 
conviction on f{eriptual grounds. Nor did the idea of 
any meritorious fervice ftimulate Azs efforts, whilft eve. _ 
ry Papift gained a proportionate offset for all his own 
offences, and a fund of merit againft the day of judg- 
ment, by every convert he could produce to popery, 
whatever were the means of converfion. Hence, not 
only in all the countries under popifh governors, was 
every effort ufed with peculiar advantage to extend the | 


dominion of Rome over the confciences of men; but _ 


in the Proteftant kingdoms continual inroads were made, 


giRS 
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CHAP, II... 


ON THE ROMISH CHURCH. 


HE ‘commencement of this century beheld the 
“Church of Rome apparently fixed upon an im- 
moveable balis in Europe, ftretching out her arms to 
the new world, and embracing both the Indies. By the 
“flrenuous efforts of her jefuitical phyficians, her deadly 
wound appeared to be healed, and‘ florid health reftors 
ed to her countenance. Butit was only the flufh in the 
“cheek of the heétic ; the matter was fecretly collecting 
in the vitals, and all the fearful confumptive fymptoms, 
which we now witnefs, were preparing ; and this froma 
fource little apprehended ; from men of: no’ weight in 
any ftate, living chiefly by their pens, and fupporting 
themfelves by the diffufion of writings, pregnant with 
the virus of infidel philofophy. To appearance the 
fate of popery feemed | moft aulpicious: the Catholic 
‘Intereft rifing high in the barometer of politics, and the 
Catholic religion {preading openly, or fecretly, through 
all the corners of the earth; but a deadly worm preyed 
Se the flourifhing gourd, which overlhadowed the papal 
re rone. : 


Rome, the centre of Italy, tobked round with exulta. 
tion upon all the countries, from the Alps to Calabria, 
Sicily, Sardinia, Corfica, and other ifles of the Mediter. 
ranean and Adriatic fea ; and not a foul dared peep, 
or a topgue mutter heretical pravity. The i Nae 
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and the priefts had effeQually laid the ax to the foot of 
the as and lek nota. trace of proteflantilm remaining. 


Sani and Bornigal had exerted equal vigor, 2 and fe- 
faits and Inquifitors ferreted out every lorking hole: of 
herefy. Even the poor, Jews were compelled to. crofs 
themlelves; and with’ the more coneentred venom. fhut, 
up in their hearts, to. cover it with a greater zeal for fur 
gear and the eeremonies of the Church. 
ei ancks alpiring to petite monarchy; and menac- 
dep. the nations around with fervitade, had begun effec. 
_ tually at home, by the moft flagitious a&ts of defpdtic vi.’ 
-olence towards the ProteRant heretics: The popifh 
clergy and dragoons {upplied the place of inquifitors, 
Not a congregation remained of all the flourifhing 
churches which once {pread over the bofom of that.vait 
 gountry. Their worfhip interdi&ted, their marriages de. 

‘elared illegal, and opprefiton in every fhape and form, 
“weighing them into the duft of death. Though their 
numbers, elpecially in the South of France, were great, 
they were e¢ompelled to hide all profeffion of their re- 
oBgion.. It was death fora: Proteflant minifter to éxercile 
vhis fanGions, and imprifonment and confilcation, at legit, 
“for thole who attended or concealed him. The hele 
-potic Lewis the Fourteenth, with his jefuit confeffor and 
- their crewy plotted night and day the-utter extin@tion of 
the Proteflant name ; and indeed had nearly effedted 
iva dnd what isto he lamented, thefe fulferings of the 
Proteftants, though they increafed thetr abhorrence of 
-epopery, produced’ no fptritual change for the better, but 
_ stfor the worle, » The peculiar do€trines of the: reformed, 
- had anhappily been-debaled from primitive purity, by 
‘an admixture of the Arminian leaven.; and the-con- 
aa of the Proteftants in France difplayed. no fuch traits 

x E x 
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of fpirituality, as manifefted any firiking improvement — 
in moral excellence, or Chriftian graces. ‘Their foals 
loft the vigor of religion, as their perfons became more 
enflaved by defpotifin. The amazing increafe of pope. 
ry in France is incalculable ; from a third of the king- 
dom which had been enlightened, there were few men 
left, and thofe driven to holes and hiding places : for 
when the. {uppreflion of all public worfhip.is long con. 
tinued ; every means ufed to harrafs and opprefs on the 
one hand. and to feduce and allure on the other ; def- 
pair of help from without, and confcioufnefs of inability 
to refift within, what can longer fupport the falling 
caule? humaaly fpeaking, it muft. fink under the bur- 
den. 


The eae of ne ee of A ia as bigotted as 
ever, feconded with their weight every wile of ecclefi- 
aftical and jefuitical miffionaries; through all the extent 
of their dominions, they perfecuted the  profeffion of 
Proteftantifm ; and endeavored to extinguifh every la. 
tent fpark, Aultria, Bohemia, Moravia, the Low Goun- 
tries, and all their other fiefs or dependencies, fcarcely 
permitted a Proteftant to breathe the vital air. 

The other countries of popery, among which: the Pa- 
~ Jatinate, once fo famous for Proteftantifm, was now 
reckoned, ufed the fame arts and opprefiions:; and: of. 
ten no help remained for the poor people, but to for- 
fake the ungrateful land of their nativity, and feek an 
afylum among flrangers : and even to tranfport them. 
felves into the new world, in order to sfeape the maline, 
of their perfecutors. . , 


: » 
And the countries where Papifts and Proteftants were 


ftill mixed, and the fame defpotic proceedings were filed 
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pended by conftitutional laws, treaties, or more com. 

monly by political confiderations, leaft their beighbors 

fhould: interfere and fupport the oppreffed: ftill the 

weight of power, and the wiles of jeiuitilm and monke- 

ry; bore hard upon: the con{ciences of men, and produc. 
ed very many lamentable effeéis in the perverfion of 

amany from the faith. Thus Poland, Hungary, ‘Tran. 
fylvania, fuffered, and other countries in fimilar~ fitua- 

tions ; and many converts to popery are faid to have: 
enlarged the Romifh pale. Nor in the Proteftant coun- 
tries themfelves was this unobfervable : and fome 
founded the alarm, though few lifted up the fandard t to 

refift the inroads of the enemy. 


Britain, now rifen to the fir among the nations, 
held ftill in her bofom too many popifh recufants, and 
enemies to the Proteftant faith. In fome of her do- 
minions, the Catholics exceeded the Proteftants, four or 
five to one, as in Ireland. Numerous bodies remained. 
in Scotland and England, which, though kept down by 

Jaws, too fevere in many particulars, the lenity of the 
government f{carcely ever put into execution, and con- 
nived at their tranfgreffion, Hence their worfhip, 
though forbidden, was maintained, it can hardly be ca 
- fecretly, as their houfes of meeting were as well oui 
as thofe of other diffenters ; and the tolerating fpirit, u- . 
niverfally diffafed, not only protected them from infult, | 
- but embraced Wien with’all the civilities of intercourfe, . 
and winked at the fedu@iions which now and then ap- 
- peared, through the feeret machinations of their priefts 
and emiffaries. It muflt be acknowledged, that the bal. 
ance was kept pretty nearly even, not fo much’ by any 
converfions wrought.through Proteftant efforts, as by 
interefted: motives; when the nobles, to poffefs an 
hereditary feat in parliament: ; or the politic and ambi, 
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tious to enter the Houfe of Commons)’ or the magifira, 
cy, from which, by the profeflion of popery they were — 
excluded, renounced one religion to embrace the oth. 
er: without being a whit, more Prateftants afterwards, 
than they were Papifts before, And as ‘infidelity had. 
made fo preat a progrefs in all lands, it was not at all 
to be wondered, that men of no principle: embraced. 
that profeffion eS; religion, which moft’ correfponded 
with their avaricé or ambition. To thefe chiefly in 
proteflant countries were the converfions| from popery 
‘to be traced, : ene: ke oe SPER pea 


Sa 


Begs Gis cate was much the fame'in Holland and Switzer. 
.. land. The northern Proteftants were eithér Jefs an- 
noyed with the horde of Jefuits, or more tenacious to 
fupprefs « a religion which they feared and hated. ; 


“Yer the progrefs” ef popery in: Birope, though great, 
‘bore a fmall proportion to the fpread of it in diftant 
dands. From Canada to Louifiana, the French had e. 
yeéted an empire which threatened the Britifh colonies; 
and their numerous emiffaries among the Indian tribes, . 
ad brought many of them to the vame of Chriftian, 
sd to haptifm ; and, in order to make them furer tools 
for their grand monarch, had enlifted - them ‘under the 
banners of Rome. . : = 


But the vaft foreign’ empires were thofe of Portugal 
and Spain, elpecially the latter, comprehending the 
whole continent of America on the Pacific Ocean, 
from north to fouth ; at leaf from California to the ex. 
tremities of Chili ; and on the other fide, all the im 
menfe regions that lie round the bay of Mexico, with 
the vat and numerous iflands, oe tie scat 
bound! els regions to the fouth, eet Se % 
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~The Brazils, with their echidna’. Portugal oc- 
cupied : + both nations were the obfequious votaries of 
Rome. © With ingquifitortal watchfulnefs, bolls of Jefu. 
itssand friars of every rank and color (this, being the 
paradife of monkery) took care that not a ‘park of 
Protefiant pravity. fhould ever ¢ ‘pier their. dominions ; 
determined to: maintain inviolate roe devotion and prof. 

- ligacy, the ignorance and purity of the Catholic faih, 
which diftingothed:thele favored lands. ‘The von 


‘Phihppine: Iflands enjoyed the fame. advantages ; : and 


every where, negroes or Indians, flaves or free a 
men teste the number of Romifh fubjets, 


Chitass was now filled with saeitanotics and conver ie 


seis threatened almoft to become. Chriflian ; and in. 


the Eaft Indies, efpecially on the coats of . Mala bac, 
and even to the gulf of Ormus, the zealous miffionaries 
ereted their crofs, dnd enlified a numerous holt under 
their banners, Africa afforded gold. and ivory, and 


flaves, and converts. The coafls of Mozambique, and — 


thole weftward, wafhed by the waves of the Atlantic, 
heard and received the. difciples of Loyala. Indeed, 
they had flrong inducements to quicken their ditigence 
and extend their empire: for, befides’ the “incRimable 


benefits of popery conferred upon thefe various. colors — 


of mankind, they contrived to make it anfwer to theie 
own order, ana to fecure to thenifelves commercial ad- 
: _ wantages, from which one of their firlt objeGs was to 
exclude all their monkifh rivals ; and to be the princes 
as well as priefts of thoie whom ‘they, had won to the 
: profelfion of the popifh faith. 


ol Kcagiahliied to. catt only a rapid glance on thefe 
coniasis: that. encircle. the terrefirial globe; in ail 


which, at the beginning Of this century, popery had e- 


\ 
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reGted her dominion ; and that principally by the 
means of her jefuit miffionaries. Whoever confiders 


this extenfion of empires will be ready: to cry out, as it 


is written, “ what city is like unto this great-city” | and» 
how natural was the elation of her pride, that faid, ¢ L.fit 
a queen, and am no widow, and fhall fee no (shownal 
but her day was coming, and to every true. Proteftant it 

muft be matter of exultation to trace the fleps of) her 
fall, and to fee the image of jealouly fmitten, by» the 
fione hewn out of the mountain without hands... “ Sing 
ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it: rejoice over 
her thou heaven, and ye holy. Bpoities and PARDEE we for 
God hath avenged you on her.” 


Amidft all the apparent greatnels and glory of Ditivey 
various fecret caufes were working her dullness 


The kings of the earth, though they gave en pow. 
er to the beaft, for purpofes of their awa ambition, yet 
jn a variety of contelts. had learned the. contempubijlity 


of papal anathemas ; ; and this peculiar benefit the Refor.. 


mation had generally produced, that the. popifh mon: 


archs themfelves had been lefs fubmiflive, and more de-» 


cifive, that in thefe feveral kingdoms, all, interference 
with their governments became not the fpiritual fathers: 


and therefore, whilft they continued to kifs the feet of 


the pontiff himfelf, and profefs the. moft devoted rever- 


ence for his perfon, they made no fcruple to defpife the 


mandates. iffued by him, making a. it ide beeen 
the Pope and the papal fee. 


The humiliating fubmiffions of Rome, to the infolent » 
monarch of France we have feen.. Naples, Sardinia, 


Portugal, Spain, all in their turns, wherever their regalis 


ties, privileges, and immunities, were trenched upon, 
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clipped the wings of the dragon, and left’ him only the 
fhadow of that power, which, before the Reformation, 
had been exercifed without coniteer Every difpute 
demonftrated the increafing ‘feeblenefs of the papal arm, 
when . no nee fuppored the terror of his ana. 
prone 

“The sbeuiliciot in Site and Portugal, became a Rate 
engine direfied by government, and not an fee? Sapa 
court controuled by: foreign emiffaries. ; 


* “The-tharp pinnae which nigtied between the menr- 
eis of the Church, Jefuits and Dominicans, — Jeluies 
and Janfenifts, contributed greatly, by the writings oa 
both fides, to open men’s eyes, and to lead them to the 
exercife of their own underftandings in the matters dif . 
puted ; efpecially, they tended to bring into difcredit, 
that body, of ail others the moft dangerous, becaufe 
moft fervile to the Romith pontifis. The jealoufy of 
the monkifh tribes, and all their weight and influence at 
Rome, backed the bitter accufations againft the Jefuits, 
refpecting their foreign miffions... China, by thele dif, 
putes, became fubje€ to different decifions : fometimes 
the Pontiff’s mandates were obeyed, fometimes the Je~_ 
fuits refifted. The iffue was the expulfion of all the 
miffionaries, and the vanifhing of all their churches, as 
the meteor of the night. 


Their bitter perfecution of the pantchitts awakened a 
return of enmity. Though their power prevailed at 
Rome, and with a bigot king, yet many who were dif- 
gufted with the bulls iffued, looked to a future council, 
unable! to procure prefent tedrefs. Thus was there 
roufed ig a ou of refentment againit thefe jefuttical — 


- 
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jap that only waited a moment of vengeance, 
shiek ks pila : dic. 


The famous book of Guictel svete aredinced the 
) bull  UNIGENI TUS," fo called from the word. with 
“which it begins, ‘deferves a momcnt’s attention, as preb- 
‘ably to this eventually the fall of this fociety may be 
traced. Into this book were elegantly introduced the 
‘ptinciples for which Janfenius had been already con. 
demned : and the flyle was fo pleafing, andthe annota- 
‘tions on the New Teftament fo fpiritual and abimated, 
that it was read with the’ greateft’ delight: It chad 
reached Rome ; and Renaudot, a French 4d0é, going, 
“ona vifit to the Pope, found him reading the new pub- 
lication. +“ This,” fays he to the Abbé, is an excel- 
“YJent book. We have nobody at Rome capable of writing 
in this manner. T-wifh I could engage the author to re. 
fide hete.” The eagle eyes of the jefuits bad feen through 
“the defign of Quetnel, to give weight and confequence 
‘to their ‘Janfenitt enemies, whom they wifhed to crufh. 
“Their cries therefore of herefy furrounded the Pontiff; 
“and though the book was fo excellent before, they infited, 
“on his reading it’ again with jefait- fpeftacles, and ex- 
“trating from it, and condemning one hundted and one 
" propofitions as heretical, or of heretical tendency. “Thi¢ 
ball fet the kingdom "ef France in aflame. A’ vatt 
' multitude had read and approved father Quefnel : car. 
dinals, bifhops, and clergy innumerable, perceived in the 
work fingular unétion ; ‘and not viewing it through the 
“fame glafles, could difcover nothing Yeleie’ heretical prav- 
“ity init. The Proteflants, by this bull were convinced 
“po abule at Rome would ever’ be correfted’; and the 
moderate ine itts, who were not Janfenifts, were highly 
“offended to lee thofe do€rines of ipredeftination and) 
grace, fo peremptorily aioe as herefy, whichethe 
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Fathers. St. Auguftin, and: the Church, had been fupes 
pofed to hold as orthodox. : " 
oo The difpute was long and tharp in France. The Je- 
fuits carried the day. It became the law of the land. 
You muft fublcrise the bull unigenitus, or bave no faz 
‘raments. . Oppreitions, banifhments, excommunica. 
tions-followed. . The oppofition made, and fometimes 
_ the means employed were, it muft be confeifed, highly 
difereditabie to she Janfenift caufe. They had better 
tempered weapons to defend themfelves, than vifions 
‘and miracles atthe tomb of the Ablé Paris. Thefe in. 
@eed they alfo wielded, and with effeét.. They laid o- 
pen the moral fyflem of the. Jefuits, and flamped it, 
with deferved infamy. ‘They awakened the attention of 

the popith powers to their political condu& and de. - 
figns’ . They charged them with ere@ing in Paraguay, 
‘an independent fovereignty ; and under pretence of pre-_ 
ferving their.converts. from contaminating examples of 
‘Por:uguefe and Spaniards, of having excluded them 
from. entering their. miffions. The tmercamile tranfac- 
tions of this wily body-excited the jealouly of the com> 
amercial world. Under the cloak of piety and conver- 
éfions they’ endeavored to monopolize the trade of the 
“country, which they. had reduced to their obedi- 
sence. The gain of the merchant, as well as the author. 
“ity of the monarch, thus trenched upon, raifed an hoft 
sof irritated and powerful opponents.  Sufpicious con. 
ehettions with thole who attempted to affaffinate the 
King of Portugal; and open refiftance to the. Spanilh 
‘and Portuguefe forces on fixing the limits of their feve- 
-ralfettlements in South America, iflued in their com- 
‘pleat deftrudiion. . By,a fudden.and unexpeded flroke, 
without confulting Rome, the Catholic princes con{pir. 
eed their ruin ; and they were all feized and bandhed ja 
, Fer 
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the fame moment from Spain, Portugal, and France 
“brought home: by fhiploads from all the foreign domim 
fons of thele powers ; and packed off for Rome their 
*proteGrice ; but now unable longer to: defend bet jef- 
wilical fatellixes. After a while the €oncurrent demands 
‘of the popifh monarchs compelled the reluctant pontiit 
~ Ganginelli, to diffulve the fociety. leaft jefuitical malice 
aod revenge might iffue in fome deltructive enterprifey 
tyres wens never to a up meee ane 773 


* With them. oY; ates of Rome Picaneds “hes icone 
barsicx was broken down which held: the confciences of 
“men enflaved to the Roman dee ; and .freer, fcope was 
“given to the infidel philofophy. to lift up. its head with 
porate when it had thefe agin no longer wiakghie 
ing the approaches to_herefy, : 
3 
OF all. the caufes which Rake contributed to the he 
“miliation of Rome, none fo effectually operated as. the 
prevailing tenets of infidelicy » which diffufed them= 
-feives among all the literati, and moft diftinguifhed ge- 
niufes of the RomifheChurch, The progiels-was fient 
but wide. The famous, or infamous Roffeau, DLAlems 
‘obert, Heivetius, and that molt agreeable, but feductivs 
~ and unprincipled writer, Voltaire, contrtbuted to charge 
».the mine and lay the train, which could not, fai), with. 
_ the firit match kindled, to explode and overturn not only 
allthe trumpery of popery, but to raife a {pirit equally in, 
‘imical to al defpouc governments » nay, threatening an 
puoiverfal revolution in. fociety, by. the. changes it was 
fuited to produce both i religion and politics... Lord 
-Chelterfield, a pupil of this fehool; when in France long. 
- B20, fore owr the inevitable confequences which we hae 
owitneiied. And what. is finguiar enough, the. w 
foreadings of Arminianifm, which infected. the Protelt. 
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fant covantries, have begun even in them-to give way to 
“the more ‘philofophical. doctrine of neccfty, leading to 
fatalilm, and ending invatheifm. None gave greater weicht 
“to, thefe opinions than Frederic the Great of Profits, the 
“patron and’ hiyh prieft of inficelity: he coniribusec io 
Apread it by his own writings and example, and'to protect 
it by every encouragement. Though France was. the 
Fruitful fource, Berlin was the focus where the fcattered 
rays were colleéted, and where they beamed with peculiar 
Julire. The fuperior orders of the Remith Clergy them. 
Afelves having drank into this philofoptical fpirit, mad eno 
“vigorous efforts to fupprefs 11s progrets, and litle appre- 
Yhended the fatal conlequences to themfeives, to which 
it was imperceptibly leading. The jife of cifhpation 
“which prevailed alfo, in fo fearful a manner; delicucive 
of every. precept of the goipel, prepared walling difci. 
ples for icfidel principles. It was abundantly cafier, 
‘and it mutt be confifled much more rational, to. (up. 
“pole that there was nothing after death, and foto auiet 
every unealy apprebenfion, than to receive the ablurdi- 
ties of purgatory, and be at the pains of ‘gapetees oi fab. 
“git to the event of indulgences, 
ei ig 2) , 
ue Moreover; the. siertale of ‘knowledge in general 
“guarded men’ from the pious frauds which had been 
‘fuch powerful) engines of facerdotal delufion. “The 
‘priefts themieives began to biufh at their own tricks ; 
and all the men of intelligence would cordially have 
“wifhed to get rid of thew ; but they feared the people, 
“whofe credulity required impofition.  Sothey wilely, 
“an their ideas, tolerated the prevailing fuperflitions, te 
avoid what they regarded as the great:r cvil, the ace 
knowledging papal fallibiluy, the loolening the pon if. 
* @al dominion, and embnidening the prying “ye of ev. 
~mionty todook i into Hs abules, | ; 
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Owing to thefe and a variety of other caules, the pas 
pal throne faak in its revenues, as in, its authority. 
itt! ¢ flowed into its coffers. One kingdom afier anoths 
ér topped the fatal drain, which had poured from eves 
“gv land into that gulpb the wealth of nations, to be difs 
Ebatea by nepoiilm, or aballard progeny. 


_ But above all other capfes of the humiliation of panel 
dominion, the moft menacing and deft:uétive have aril 
én from the ambitious rulers of France, who, under pies 
text of liberty, having feized the government, eretied @ 
tyranny more bloody and oppreflive than that againf 
which they revolted. Afier murdering their fovereign, 
plundering and degrading the ‘nobles, levelling every 
dittinction of rank, overvurning every ancient eltablifh- 
ment at home, abolifhing the convents, fhutting up the 
churches, banifhing or murdering, with the moft inbue 
man cruelty, all the ecclefiaflics who refufed to. bow ta 
their di€ates, they burfl as a torrent on the neighboring 
hations, every where delojating the Romifh Church, 
and {weeping away its trumpery ; melting down the: file 
yer faints and their fhrines ; cafting the bells into cam 
non, and: converting the churches and convents into 
barracks or workethops. Thus fuddenly all the immenfe 
wealth of the clergy diffolved as fnow. before the fun. 
beams. The whole ecclefiaftical property feized, folds 
and diffipated ; religion was left to take care of itfelh 
The ory: stted country of the Netherlands has fhared the 
fame fate with Savoy, the fad feene of former bloody 
petfecutions ; and ftill the gigantic ogre of revolution 
dia'ked on over proftrate and trembling nations around, 
and ali Chriltendom flood aghaft whereunto this would 
grow. Germany difmembered, Switzerland fubjugated, 
and all Italy plundered, fiom Milan. to Naples, and 
crumbled into pieces, under the fleeting name of Re 
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publics, and ‘afier the model and under the controu! of 
their harfh’ flep-mother.: Kings burled from. their 
thrones, the Pope bimfeif a priloner, and Rome reduc. 
ed to be an inconfiderable appendage and fubject to 
the vaunted Great Nation ; whilfl Spain trembling fub. 
mits to become little better than a dependent province, 
and Portugal attempted to purchafe a temporary refpite, 
dreading to be fwallowed vp by the monlier, Amidit: 
thefe convulfions, expectation flretched out ber necks 
_as if iflening for the angel’s voice, when he fhould ery, 
® Babylon tie€ Great is fallen, is fallen ;” for it appeare 
éd highly: probable that the time was come for the ful. 
filment of ‘the prophetic word, “ And a mighty angel 
took up a flone like a great milflone, and cafl it imo 
the fea, faying, thus with violence fhall that great city, 
Babylon be thrown down, and {hall be found no more at 
all.” A fudden reverfe, in which nationally we cannot 
but rejoice, {cems in its confequeaces for a moment to 
fufpend the threatened deflrutiion of popery. Wheth, 
erthe carved wosk which hath been biuken down with 
thefe axes and hammers can be repaired, and the foun, 
dations which have been andermived, be propped up a 
jttle longer, only the fpirit of prophecy can. foretell. 
Every true Proieflant cannot bet wifh that God would 
aften the period when the popifh power fhail. fail new- 
_ erto rife up again, and the kingdoms of the world be. - 
_ ¢ome the kingdoms of the Lord and of bis Chrift, 
~ Meantime it may not be unprofitable to pals in re. 
ew the feveral popith counties, and the flate, of retig-, 
ee in each of them. 
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CHAP. Hf, 


ITALY. 


FTALY, the chief region of papal empire, has beem 

jofily branded by one of our noble authors,-as the 
feat of “ illiberal vices, which walk by the fide of fue 
peritition in the open front of ayy and shila to ne A= 
thamed, sa] 


Italy comprifes, 
J. NAPLES AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 


: - Thete, long held as fiefs of Rome, afier undergoing 
a variety of changes, refled under a branch of the Bour. 
bon Spanifh family, and for fome time. have enjoyed 
independence. Many difpates with Rome, were in 
general carried againil Abe pyauffs, from whom at laft 
they have emancipated themfelves entirely, and pay no 
longer the former matk of feudal homage. Ia thefe 
countries not a fpark of evangelical truth remains. 
They are funk into the loweft dregs of popery. For 
fome time pat indeed they have begua to be initiated 
into the myfteries of modern philofophy, and dared to 
dilbelieve. Many of the fuperior ranks of hfe, the no- | 
bles, the military, the literati, and the ecclefialtics, \ were | 
nearly, if we believe Brydone’s. Travels, as tener, as 
himfelf. 


A ridiculous fcene, which a friend of mine witneffeds 
as he was vifiting one of the beauuful churches of Nat : 


Germ 48) THECHURCH OF CHRIST. +239 


pies, will give a preity ftrong fpecimen of their religion. 
A woman opened a clofet and took out: an image of 
the Virgin, after {tripping off her old cloaths fhe put on 
her a filk facque, a hoop peticoat, and very fine laced 
double ruffles. Prefently feverat friars entered the 
chureh, and producing their books united in fupplica. 
tions around her. ‘They rofe from their knees, tapped 
their {nuff.boxes, and ialked and laughed together, 
awhilit the woman unrobed the ladys and reflored’ her 
to her former place, and her old cloaths again. A 
‘Proteftant could not behold fuch worthip vithoat min 
gied pity and derifion. Im orderto be fully afcer- 
tained refpeGling indulgences, be went to the office, and 
for two zequins he purchaled a p'enary remiffion of all 
fins; for himfelf; and any two other perfons of his — 
friends er relations, whofe names he was empowered ta 
infert, and who might be in néed of fo convenient a 
certificate for the porter of Paradile, St. Peter. That 
dn the end of the enlightened eighteenth century, fuck 
folly cam be propagated, is, to us who live far from the 
feenes of fuperftition, furprifing ; but countenanced 
anefe by pricftcraft, general habit and education, ihe 
reath of {ulpicion dare not impeach the power of 
patty abfolution ; and fhocking to relate, the firf ee. 
clefialtic of the kingdom wascompelled to work annw. 
ally the miraculous 2) aoa of the blood of St, 
grinacies or the populace would fancy fome fatal ca~- 
amity threatened the flate. What the manners of 
Such a country mufi be, are eafi'y fuppcfable. Thither. 
‘perfons of our own retire; who, coked upon with horror 
for their unnatural crimes, need there no cover -for 
‘their abominations, and are equally well received in all 
€ompany. 


PMY Ley we 
bat De 
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The flates immediately under the Romifh “temporal 
dominion, ftill valt and fertile, were governed and pluns 2 
dered by ecclefialics, who held all thesfirlt places of 
power and profit. The beautiful campagna of Rome, 
indeed, once fo abundant, ts now become an unhealthy 
waistats, where even to fleepa fingle night is dangerous =. 

and the fpectres, which necelfity compels to abide there, 

feem all walking in their fhrouds to the tomb. What 

the ftate of popery muit be under thofe immedia'ely 

called to cowotenance every fraud of fuperttition is’ ev- 
ident. Yet at Rome itfelf greater liberty was allowed. 
than either io Spain or Portugal; and even the jews 

had’an allotted quorter, where they. lived protected by, 
the government. I will wot fav that there was more 

need of courtezans at Rome than elfewhere, becauf> of 
the thoulfands of dignified ce’ ‘ibataties, cardinals, bifh: DS, 
and others ; but fince they « mutt be tolerated, the ghoft. 

ly. father prudently drew a revenue from profitati ony 

and, ficenfed the ftews. Perhaps in no Catholic coun, 
try. had infidelity. made a greater progrefs thin at Rome 

difelf; but fince by this craft they had their gain, it would 
have been the height of imprudence to rend the vail,. 
for the populace to look itto the fanGbuary ; and shetas 

fore, they wifely continued the tawdry mafle of tuperlti- 

tion over the face of impiety ; and none bowed more 
lowly to the image, or performed their devotions with 
greater decency and propriety than thofe who laughed 

at their own abfurdities. But ‘though truth was thus 

fallen in the ftreets, and equity could not enter ; the 

army of booted miffionarics effected for a while the 
, coaverfion of the people from fuperMitions, which gal.te 
warriors had learned to defpife; and when fuch ‘edifying 
examples were before the yeahs and the fame arm 


oS 
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Would raife them to equality with the proudeft, the invi: 
tation was too tempting not to be acceded to, and the 
happy fraternization promifed to be cordiatly embraced 
through ail the countries of Italy. Naples was laft 
@rawn into the vortex. The ftrong hand of power fup. 
ae for a while the revolutionary movements which 
ud manifefied themfeives, and only waited for the au- 

jicious moment, when they might be di!played with 
fe : at lat it came. and the monarch fled. The 
kingdom ravaged, plundered, exhaufied, and but jutt 
‘Tecovered by a change as fudden as the revolution 
which had preceded, will not improbably be replunged 
into thé fame’ profligacy and fuperftition as before, and 
the blood of St. Januarius liquefy again io the warm 
band of the archbifhop. 


aoe THE UPPER REGIONS oF ITALY. 


Thefe firft fet the ravages of Callie’: arms. Milan, 
Venice, Piedmont, Genoa, Tufcany, fell fucceflively 
Before them. The Church and its revenues afforded 
tlie richeft plundér, and ecclefiaftical magnificence fa. 

déd before thefe difciples of the new philolopby, the 
Goths and Vandals of the eighteenth century. For a 
fonfiderable time before their irruption, the church ins 
decd, almoft throaghout all the Italian ftates had bes 

-€ome an engine of politics ; for thouzh they profefled ~ 
Gbedience to the Roman Pontiff only fo’ much re{pect 
was paid to his mandates, as <onfilted with their owa 
fovereignty and intercfts. This was weil known at Rome, 
and therefore, the popes had for a great whi'e uled gnly 
intrigue, to carry the points which they had no longer 
power to enforce, Iie thunders of excommunication 
had of late flept in the Vatican ; and thé menates of 
authority given place to paternal admonition. But 

Ge 
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impotence once difcovered provokes infult : and that 
in many inflances the popes had been compelled to 
wink at, and watch for a happier moment to recover 
their former authority. They bad parted with none ‘of 
their claims, nor defcended from their high fupremacy 
over all peclons ecclefaftical and civil, bat having loft 
the power of executing their anaticnaes and the pillars 
of their throne being no longer upheld by blind vene. 
ration, every afinine heal was infolently lifted up as 
mci: fick lion. . ) 


"What will be the new Lt of ‘Eanes and whither 
ss rapid changes fucceeding each other will lead, time 
muft difcover, The revenues of the Church fects to 
have received an irrecoverable fhock ;. and power and 
diznity are faded when not fupported by wealth and o- 
pinion. The {pread of infidelity and atheifm is vifible, 

the glimmering of gofpel truth no where “apparent. It 
was feid at Milan, a Proteftant Church was opened ; but 
the Proteftants of fuch ab army muff be a fpurious 
race, and can hardly leave any trace of truth behind 
them. War is always the: parent of wickednefs,—. 
Thofe who have beea taught to defpife the frauds of 
‘popery and its fopperies, even when they return to 
its profeffion, will be but half papits. The bands of 
veneration for fuperiors have been loofed on one fide, 
and the dread of what is paft will puta bridle on the 
more glaring abules of authority for the future. Though 
a new pope fhou!d therefore be again enthroned and 
reflored to bis capital, the day of papal dominion feems 
to be pat, and he would only fhine as the fun fhorn of 
his heams. It is not a day that gives hope of replenifh. 
ing the coffers of ecclefiaflics ; and all falfe piety is 
funk to fo low an ebb, that monafleries will hardly ever 
more be founded, or fcarcely repaired. The drones of 
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the hive are driven out, atd many of them killed by the 
winter’s.cold, It wid not be eafy to re-peaple the de- 
ferted cells—the rifing generation have learned another 
leffon ; and Proteftanti{m is not more inimical to mon. 
Rey than infidelity. 


"Hence during the whole of this century no attempts 
tie been made to pour forth new orders of monks 
es the world. On the contrary, interefl and potitics 

ve led to the fuppretflion of monalteries in all the va- 
rious nations of popery. The life itfelf has loft all the 
foolifh veneration once attached to it; thefe cells of 
Gelibataries have been fora long while filled with the 
daughters of thofe, who could make but a flender pro- 
vifion for them, the younger fons of numerous famutes, 
or of the peafants, who were ambitious of haying an ec. 
clefiattic among their relations, 


The greateft prefermnents have long fince ceafed to 
be the meed of diftinguifhed merit of: any kind. They 
have followed the politics of courts ; ferved the purpo- 
fes of the prime minifters ; or been bellowed on the re- 
lations of favorites, and thole who could make interelt 
a fuch as had the difpofal of them. Hence lels of 
e {pi irit of the order hath flimulated the facerdotal 
fib: and throughout Italy a muluiude of men hath 
arifen high ‘in fcience, and all attainments of human 
literature, fuch as Bofcovitch, Beccaria, and oihers, 
who have perhaps unintentionally rent the vail of ignos 
rance, the covering caft over all that people, and let 
in fuch a beam of day as hath tended to produce more 
accurate invefligation, and confeq uently to deteét the 
falfe principles, which cuftom had eltablifhed, and thus 
radically to fap the veneration for opinions hesibed by, 
hong prefcription. The ravages which have latcly tuce, 
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ceeded, and the partizans to democracy which have 
been gained, cannot but add weivht to the defcending 
{cale. Rome may be 'refcued from . its plunderers and 
another pontiff enthroned, but the fpirit which they 
have diffufed, and the opinions they have diffeminated, 
will not be fu eafily eradicated ; and. will proba ly pre- 

are for farther changes. Happy ! if truth and righteouf 
nefs at laft thall lift up their banners at Rome; and thag 
golpel which. Paul preached, and his heautityl epillle 
contains, be again the language of ber musik and thg 
Sub of her eee | 


SPAIN, 


BEYOND the mountains, the papal power feemed e. 
ven more inveterately eltablifhed, than in the nearer fub. 
jects to the metropolis. ‘Dusing the reign of jeluitifm, 
Spin an Portugal exhibued countries of fervile obe- 
Gience, and bigoited fuperfittion ; and they are fill the 
Tali im the train of Icience, as well as truth. The dif 
putes, indeed about privileges and immunities, were | 
“terminated in their favor ; but to need a difpute about 

national rg abts, which they fhould have admitted no for. 
eign power to conteft with them, befpoke the fate of 
fubjection i in which they had been held. No appear. 
avce of evangelical doérine hath hitherto in thefe lands 
dared to lift up its head, The inguifition, though late= 
ly piified in its operations, was ftill ready to receive 
every denunciation, and fupprefs the firft movements of 
herefy. The wifer and beft informed, lamented the 
dreadful i injury done to the kingdom of Spain, by exe 
pelling the moft ufeful and induftricus of igs fubjetts. 
@livedo, and other patriotic minifers, endeavored, ta 
revive the torpid flate of AGH eRe Py inviting 
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fome German Proteftants, with the esoaite: of protece 
tion, to culuyate the defert lands of Sierra Morena: 
buc this fcheme was utterly frufirated, and himlelf 
brought before the inquifitors for herely, A late intel, 
ligent traveller, who refided fome ume in Spain, and 
had the fulleft opportunity to ae quaint hiinfelf with the 
flate of religion, and the manners of its inbabitants, a 
fured me, thot Spain appeared a hundred years in a.ne- 
ance behind the other nations of Kurope’; butin Giff. 
pation far exceeded them. » The cavaliere fervente, 
now more agrecably occupies the place of the ducnwhs 
It would be adifgrace for a wife to be feen with ber 
-hufband in public ; even in his own houle, he never 
prefumes to intrude into the lady’s apartment, when her 
cavaliere attends her toi'ette ; indeed, be is saulell oes 
loyed in difcharging that office with fome other marri- 
ed female, without reproach, and without récrimination, 
Yet the offices of piety are performed with wondrous 
regularity. At mafs the cavaliere fervente attends his 
inamorata as a part of his duty ; and a fyftem is efteb, 
lifhed, of impurity and religion, of devotion and profi, 
gacy, of which, bad as we are, we have no parallel. 
Such a country, half overtun with French armies, aod 
fubmitting, by an inglorious peace, to become the fatel. 
fte of the new repubiic, cannot but be inoculated with 
their principles. ‘The very ftate of their court, the 
manner in which the Duke of Alcudia, now the Prince 
of Peace, once 2 lifeguard-man, lives with the Queen ; 
the imbecillity of the King, and the defpotic power of 
the favorite, all fuggeft the probability of changes, 
which even the rooted bigotry of the country will be 
unable to refill. It is laid, very lately, that the inquifi- 
tion is fhut up, after having for a confiderable while 
ceafed to entertain the people with the pious {petiae 
gles of the auta-de-/e, or the iolemn burning “of ‘chofe 
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convided of heretics} pravity : and that now it is for. 
Bidden to proceed on any farther procefs. It bad 
been for fome time before under the check and cone 
troul of government. The old woman at Rome can 
no longer cover her babes of blood with her mantle of 
fuperfiition. Her inquifitors are fuppreffed. Yet little 
knowledge or godlinefs have made their appearances 
The new philofophy, as in-other countries, has infeed 
the literati ; and all who are fent by the government to. — 
travel for improvement, are fure to carry home with 
them a more than preportional fhare of infidelity, togeth. 
er with the knowledge and arts which they have acquired; 
and thus every day the foundations will probably be laid 
for tbe fame changes as have marked her terrible neighe 
bor. . 


PORTUGAL, 
Portucat, defended by our heretical arm, from 
the ealy conqueft it held out to her more potent neigh- 
bor, continued in the fame ftate of mental and political 
languor and imbecillity. Having contributed as much _ 
as any Court to the expulfion of the Jefuits, and the ex- 
tinGion of their order, fhe has not yet rifen above heey 
long rooted prejudices, and fubjeéion to facerdotal im. 
pofition. Tam affured, that it is aflonifhing to fee with — 
what rooted averfion and abhorrence they behold us 
as herctics, though their defenders, and flanding in the 
gap to prevent their being fwallowed up by the Span- 
jards, their ¢nemies. Asa State, their feeblenefs is read. 
y to leave them as a prey to the firlt invader. As a 
Church, no place affords a more dreary folitude than - 
Portugal: nor have I heard, or read of any effort 
made, for ages palt, to introduce’ a ray of evangelical — 


i 


* 
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truth “among ‘them. The Scriptures are a book fealed, 

hid, and interdi@ted ; gloomy fuperflition fpreads ber 
wings ; ignorance, idolatry, profligacy, and crucly, 
brood beneath them: not a reforming {pirit dares muz- 
mur a doubt of the ablurdeft dogmas, or a fugscflica 
to redrefs the moft glaring facerdotal abufes. , Probably 
Portugal and her dependencies will be la& among tbe 
nations reclaimed from ignorance, and emancipacd 
from the fervitude of popery. 


Comparatively, France has long been but half che 
fubject of Rome: always contending for her gallicam 
liberties, though jefuitical influence obiained great fac. 
rifices : yet fuch was the difcontent, and fuch the de. 

- ifions of the clergy in this kingdom, that fome occafion 
_ of freth provocation only was wanting to have with- 
drawn them long fince wholly from the Romifh yoke. 
Nothing could {peak this language fironger than the 
propolal made by the famgus Durin, with other doc. 
tors of the Sorbonne, to our Archbifhop 
AN. 1720. Wake, for the union of the churches ; and 
4 though the matter proceeded not to any. 
formal treaty, yet the preliminaries which were men- 
ig tioned by the gallic clergy, as matters concedabie, thew 
that the project, was dilappointed more by court bias 
_ trigues, and the fear of the prime miniffer, that wretch 
Dusois, lofing his cardinal’s hat, than from any aver- 
- fon which the Gallican Church Ruters feem 10 have 
had to fet up for themfelves. 


Whether policy or candor contributed to the change, 
alter the death of Louis the Fourteenth, the Protcfanzs: 


fd 4 
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met with milder treatment in France ; their meetings 
‘were connived at by the government ; and where a 
malignant bifhop would have put the laws in force a- 
gainit them, he was ofien withheld by the fear of dif- 
pleating bis” fuperiors : and thus without toleration, 
nay, in the face of the moft tyrannical laws, they af- 
fembled, and often in gréat multitudes. I think a 
friend of mine, not many years ago, attended their 
preaching in a wood, not far from’ Nifmés, where a- 
bout ten thoufand were fuppoled to be prefent, without 
‘the leaft mterruption. This fpirit_ of lemty had much 
‘encrealed alter the deltroction of the Jefuits ; anda 
fcheme of toleration was fpoken of, and generally ap- 
proved, before the late convatfions fhook the State to - 
tts centre, and the Church to the ground, and for a 
while del roying all worthip, left every man to his Own 
religion. 


Tt is very natural, that the Proteftants, fo lonpand — 
gtievoufly oppreffed, fhould lend a cordial hand to a 
“evolution, which muft reftore them to an equality with 
their fellow-citizens ; and that their hatred of Rome 
fhould make them rejoice in her-fall: andif I may be. 
lieve the affurances of the emigrant prielts, the Janfenifts 
readily took the oaths to government, and the church- 
es from whence they were expelled. Inall my refearch. 
‘es E have never been able, among the multitudes 
I converied with, to meet one Janfenift emigrant 
prieft, though I greatly defired it.. Probably thev were — 
‘not forry to fee their Suprelne humbled, however _ 


grieved they’ might be in the event, to behold ail reli. 
gion overturned. 


As perfe& toleration is faid to be allowed to all who 
are careful not to interfere with government, I fhould 
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"pope fome focieties ‘of real Chriflians. fill edify ‘one an- 


other, whilli they drop a tear over the miferies of their 
Ty and. Ggh..forspeate., 25) 2 0; 3 3 


- The Pereiations wrought by dedublicen principles, 
ae weil as arms, have been, as'we have feen, the princi. 
‘pat means of the déftruion of the papal power among 
the nations which the French have overrun. — Jo 
their own land the whole fabric of popery is levelledy 
and hardly nominal and conftitutiona! bifhops remain, 
Liberty is the only fhrine profeffed to be !requented by 
Frenchmen, ; without perceiving the chains under which 
“they groan, the flaves of corruption, and the tools, of the 
ambitious, But God will bring goad out of all the evil 
permuted, and a glorious church fhall come forth, I truft 
and pray, from the furnace, when the drofs of _popery 
and fuperftition, anda worldly fan@uary fhall be purg- 
ed away “« by the fpirit of judgment,and by the fpirie 
‘of burning.” It is faid that three million of perfons pro. 
Hefling’ Proteflantifm fill remain in France, though I 
fhou!d think their numbers exaggerated. How numer. 
ous the Janfenifis:may be, 1 am unacquainted ; they 
would certainly welcome reformation. “The amazing 
influx of foreign protefants, on a peace, cannot fail to 
be great: and “if there be po dominant flate, religion, 

and a regular clergy maintained by the public ; or at. | 

Tend: if free toleration be granted to. all, I hee 

Baaite. the bewer half of the kingdom, evel QOVERDs 
ment may finally be eftab!ithed, will continue the ne. 

feffion of Chriftianity: under fome form: and fhould 

‘even monarchy be reftored with the hierarchy, ihe very 
late of the nation will probably require many modifica- 
tions, and at leaft fome fuch privileges as the edift of, 
Nantes admitted, J am free to. confels my appieben. 
_ «fins, that true evangelical religion wil) avi as yet be 
| Hou 
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generally that of France, or of any other country ; I 
gan only hope, that popery may ceafe to have the af- 


cendant, though tolerated like the reft, and fuffered to. 


die a natural, and not a violent death. 1 am feeking 


the Church of the firlt born, whofe names are written in — 


Heaven ; and 1 truft it will be found, & when the’ Lord 


writeth up the h that this and ete man were born 2 


ahore=? a 
anid e can bist more elserainte: dine the al ebbeti flate 
of the Church in France’; on the fide of profeffion of 
- godlinefs fearcely any appears ; if there be any real 
‘Chriftianity remaining, it is concealéd : the torrent fill 
‘rons fo (rong ‘agaioft el religion. On the fide of 
morals nothiag'can be more deplorable. A military 
government and its fupporters, fhare the fpoils of the 
‘crown. the nobles and eeclefiafties ; and fpend with e. 
qual prodigality what they havé aequired by means fo 
‘njafty “The churches are deferted and fhut up ; new 
plav-houfes, and places of enteriainment, are ‘opened 
‘and crowded. Divorce is allowed on the molt frives 


Jous: pretexts; and thus the fanttity of marriage deftroy.. 


‘eds the diffolution of manners projuces no fhame, 
when countenanced by general’ prattice and approba- 
tion, ‘Reépablican virtue in France, is very different 
‘from the ftern, auftere, and frog. manners of ancient 
Rome.) They copy the ec Syvbarites ; and what 
. they hold by a tenure, probably as precarious as unjult, 
‘they wifly to emplo\ in prefent enjoyment: a few, per’ 


chaps lav up a hoard for an evii dav. The general, ef. 


tablithed, and fathionable fi em evidenth is, to live 
without (od in the world, and’eat and drink becaule 
pens tet rey Ror Oe, a sabia 


Bi veke eS 


=) ewe vials 
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ne: | AUSTRIA, aha appa 56> 


eo ahi As , alwaysie a vegies atta: to athe Romift 
pontiff, during a great part of. this: century, beheld the | 
f{ccpter {waved ty a woman, who, thouch competied to: 
fupport her tottering authority, by Proteftant alliances, 
 ceeafed not her fervile fubje¢iion to ecclefiaflical {uper- 
Ritions.. She was a rigid Caiholic, and a devoiee s 
bur the {pread of contagious infidel philofophy penetrat. 
ed her.court, and feized upon her fuccefflor. Unable, 
during her life-time, 10. 1ake any fleps, as. fhe was. too 
jealous. of her authority to permit interpofition, Jofeph, 
her fon, meditated defigns to be executed the moment 
of her deceafe. Emulous of the fame of the great 
Frederic, the rival and planderer of his. houfe, be 
‘planned conquelts over bis GQttoman neighbors, and the 
fpoil of the ufelefs convents. His violent reforms cone 
vulfed his diftant provinces, Having deftroyed the 
barrier towns, and fuppreffed many of the. religions 
houfes, he rained his own defences whilft/he alienated 
the affections of his bigotted fubje@ts,. ‘The fpirit of re. 
volt followed, Difappoiniment broke his  {pirits, his 
- vhealth fuffered in his Turkifh campaigns, and. be. fell- 
_ the martyr to his own ambitious projeéis: leaving the 
Netherlands in a flate of convulfion, preparative to all 
i the miferies to which they have me been expofed. 


ore ~ Yet Rome necks eae e ‘The fuppliant Pope 
Bs vifited the infidel Emperor, in hopes to obtain by ens. 
* treaty, what he could-no longer command by anathe~ 
mas. He came too late: the dav of his influence was 
_ paft with the mother.. The fon was a Papift of a differ. 
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ent religion ; and chofe to purfue his own purpofes, ve. 
ry unconcerned about the interefts of the Church; fo 
the old man returned as he came. I am not fure 


~ whether he left his benedi&tion or his malediétion behind 


i 


him. To Jofeph they would be exattly of the fame 
‘itmport. But théefe things loofened the foundations of 


‘papal authority ; defpifed, and without influence, the 
' Pope filently fubmitted, and Auftria paid him only fuch 
“yefpeét as fuited her own intercft or inclination, Thus 


every where the bands of allegiance were broken ; and © 
iftrue religion found no protection, the pontif’ funk 


inio contempt, though popery remained. 


POLAND. 


sp 


%i Tur. great kingdom: once fubfifted, fubjeQ to the 


papal dominion. It hath ceafed to be numbered a- 
mong the nations. | Poland, long the prey of ambitious 
competitors for an eleétive fovereignty, hath fallen into 
the claws of three eagles, that»have divided the fpoil 


between them. For this fovereignty, Aguitus of Saxony, 


bafely bartered his religion, and with the throne of Po= 


dand annexed to’ bis hereditary dominions, hoped to 


tran{mit them together to tis family. The popery re. 


| tmains—the throne is loft. : Are they afhamed to return 
-vagaia to the Proteltant pale, Gnee their heads have 
cealed to wear a crown 2 Saw — 


In the treaty of Oliva, guaranteed by the adjoining : 


' powers, the Poles admitted the toleration of diffidents — 
_ .of all denominations. The moft numerous bedy’ of 


thefe was of the Greek Church, though there were ma- 
nv of other communions, Lutherans, and‘reformed. °E. 
-ven the Jews ia no {mall number: found proteQion ix 
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Poland : but the dominant religion remained popith, 
always infolent, and often oppretlive. Intefline. Givil- 
ions, bred by ambition, rent the land. A patriot King, 
Jaboring to enlarge the bounds of liberty, was unable to 
-controul the {pirit.of, potith jicentioufnels. The in. 
trigues of traitors to their country firlt ravaged the pro. 
vinces, and then called. in- aid from thofe: who only 
meant to carve for themfelves. The inability, to refitt 
thefe intruding neighbors. became, evident, from the 
firft partition of the country. The remainder _refted 
“not long an independent fovereignty.: The three migh- 
ty monarchs of Ruffia, Autiria, and Pruffia, agreed. to 
divide the whole between them for the good of the peas 
ple, dethroned the worthy Poniatowfki, and parcelled 
out his dominions according to their feveral convenien. 
ces and contiguity. An at the moft unprincipled, 

» the: moft atrocious, and fuch as never was. cominitted 
by the moft infamous robber which the gallows ever 
bore: but they were, emprrors and kings, and to ful 

- ped their juftice, would be treafon againft. their majef. 
ty. Religion could be no objeét. of theirs ; and fo, e- 
. ventually, the caufe of God and truth was. benefited by, 
their ambition. Popery no. longer poflefled the ppower, 
- or revenues, which could make it formidable. Each 
_ fovereign took what he liked, and only left fuch’a pro- 
» vifion for religious worfhip as his own liberality allow. 
«ed. Toleration was a neceffary confequence. A Pro. 
 teftant and a Greek muft pievent their fubjeés. from 
the oppreffions of popery ; and a Catholic monarch 

» himfelf was compelled, politically to afford the fame in- 
- dulgence, that he might not lofe the Proteflants or 
» Greeks, who could fo: eafily have taken refuge with 
their, neighbors and countrymen. Thus the earth 
“helped the woman. No more money went to Rome—~ 
«, @o more dominion could fhe excroafe. T ey who had 
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feized the Laarids chofe themfelves to exercife the. fu. 
premacy. Thus Poland became loft to Rome as a 
kingdom of its dependence ; and the fubjetts, barring 
the national injuftice committed, became certainly cae 
pable of enjoy ing more happinefs and religious liberty. 
than ever before. 1 am confidering the real church of 
God as the defirable obje&, and as fuch, hope. that, 
much has been gained by the fuhjugation of Poland ; 
and, that in the great fyftem_ of true religion, this Mi po 
may be reckoned among thofe which are aufpicious ; 3 
as cafting down the barriers of papal power and perfe. 
cution, and opening a freer courfe for the word of God, 
where it may tun and be glorified. 


a | 


GERMANY. | 


Tar princes and prelates of the popifh communion, 
true to their principles, during the great part of this. 
century, continued to opprefs and harrafs their Proteft. 
ant fubjeGs, and to compel numerous emigrations, 
Such were the poor Palatins, whom our hofpitable land 
received ; and the Saltzburghers, who found an afylum 
in Holland, and Pruffia, and other countries around 
them. Will men, will thofe profeffing the name of 
Chriftians, for ever bite and devour one another ? 
Shall bigotry, blind to its own intere, glut its malice 
' by murdering its beft fubje&ts ? but remonftrance is 
vain, where popery. only intent on furious converfions, 
will bear no reply, but turn or burn. Yet, in the pro- 
grefs of years, a gentler {pirit hath entered; the increafe 
of knowledge, and the philofophic intereft diffu led, . 
have. rendered men more tolerant, if not more reli-. 
gious: they are become wiler, if not better ; and for 


fome time have oie fo bitterly to goad thofe whom 
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it ought to have been their firft care to cherifh. Mat- 
ters are, indeed, jut now wonderfully embzoiled ; ia 

the prefent finking fate of the Church of Rome, it is 

More than probable, that Germany will fee fome of its 
Catholic epifcopats exchanged for temporal principali. 
ties ; and not impoffible but that the matters of religion 
may ‘be | put, out of the queflion ; and the bithoprics 
own fubjetion to proteftant princes: and if this al- 
teration of governors introduce a more general tolera- 
tion, and the banifhment of perfecution for confcience 
fake, that is all which true religion feeks or wifhes, and 
ite Chareh of Chrift will be fo far advantaged. . 


~ On the whole, from. this review of the- -Romitfh 
Church, and the particular members of which it is com: 
pofed, I think it evidently appears, that the caule of 
‘God and truth has. wonderfully advanced in the general 
feale of the nations, owning fubje@ion to, or rather in. 
‘union with, Rome. Her power is weakened, her riches. 
diffipated, her fubje@s diminifhed, and her fall, I hope, 
approaching. . When this defirable event fhall be con- 
. fummated, He only knows, who fitteth on the throne, 
poses in the whirlwind, and dire@s the form. 


52. 
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CHAP. IV. 


& 


ra ery Tee “lysed tT Fey 
ON THE GREEK AND EASTERN CHURCHES. 


a fhe E very little communication which fubfils be. 
tween Europe and the greater part of the Ottoinan 
Empire, affords few materials for the hiffory of the 
Greek Church ; which, funk into fervitude and oppref. 
fion under the Ottoman yoke, and covered with igao- 
rance, hardly lifts its head to obfervation. Yet, notw'th. 
fianding its inferiority, this body refufes to coaletce 
with Rome, and obftinately repu’fes all efforts of fubja. 


gation; nor has that all-grafping fee been more fucceff. 
ful with the Neltorians and Monophyfites, who fleadily. 


maiotain their independence. both of Rome and of 
Conftantinople. In the humiliating circum‘ances of 


thefe Chriftians, little efforts can be hoped, fuch as dif. | 


tinguifhed them formerly in the extention of the Chrif- 


tian pale. Yet it mut be noted, that the suinber of » 


E Chriftians colleGtively under the Octomay government is 
flill immenfe ; and though fqueezed and drained by 
the Turkifh Bafhaws, as infl€ed are ail the other fub= 
zeQs, yet thev are allowed the uninterrup ed enjovment 
of their religion and churches. And if you would 
judge by the proverb, “ as merry as a Greek,” which 
is faid to be their natutal difpofition to this day. they 
contrive to,bear their burdens without lofing their vi- 

vacity.’ Daring the late commotions and furious at. 
tack of the Ruffians on the Turkilh empire, thev found 


cordial affiftance from the Greeks in the Moréa, who | 


would have rejoiced to have feen their religion trium- 


| 
| 
| 
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phant. And the fame was faid of the Cophts in E- 
gypt, that they wifhed to have welcomed them there ; 
and had the famous Ah Bey been fupported in his re. 
_bellion, the conlequences to the Ottoman empire might 
have been move fatal’> as it was, after many a dilaf- 
trous confit, and parting with vaft provinces contigu. 
ous to Ruffia, as the price of peace, Greece and the 
Ifles of the Archipelago, where the Ruffian fleet rode 
triumphant; were abandoned ; the poor Greeks return- 
ed to the houfe of their prifon, and their dream of hal- 
cyon days vanifhed. From all that can be colleéted of 
thofe whom war or curiofity have led to vifit thefe re~ 
gions, the ftate of religion among them is miferal:!y 
low ; reduced to fuperflitious forms and obfervances ; 
and the papas or’pricits little better informed than the 


people. 


_ In Egypt the fame ignorance prevails, and the fanie’ 
depreffioa: yet they bave fill churches and monafteries 
preferved inviolate. Their poverty probably is their 
belt protection. a RES ie ‘eae oa 


. All attempts to carry. the gofpel into Abyflinia have 
failed, as we have mentioned; and the lait embafly 
_ planned at Rome proved as ineffectual as all the for.. 
mer. Even the Moraviantprethren, thofe indefatigable 
 fervants of the heathen, were unable to effeé&t that de- 
_ fign ; and after abortive efforts, were compelled to re. 
tarn to Grand Cairo: from whence, by leave of the 
‘patriarch, they vifited the Cophts at Behruffer, and 
formed a fmall fociety, that was very hopeful : but the 
inteftine divifions and confli&ts in the year 1783, drove 
them from the country, and compelled their retura to 
Eatope. , 
Ria Ir 
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» One entertaining and adventurous icles of ouy 
own, alone has penetrated the country, and returned to 
tell the Rory, as marvellous in many inilances, as bear. 
ing authentic marks of truth. The motley Chriftianity 
fil pradiiled among the. Aby fiinians,. will bard! ly be: ad- 

ited to deferve that. appellation. “As to any. thing 
which has the femblance of Spiritual religion, it feems 
unknown. Savage in manners, cruel, involved in pers 
petual, contelts, they fearcely. maintain any profeffion 
worth the name of godline though abundant in fuper. 
ftition : and their jealouly of flrangers is fo great, and 
the danger of vifiting them fo imminent, that-few will be 
ever tempted to tread in Bruce’s fteps. His medical 
fill procured him favor,; and he. claims to have.ac- 
-complithed the honor of his journey, the difeovery. of 
the fountain head of the Nile. Shall an obje& like that, 
“however, engage fuch perfeverance and zeal ; and fhail 

* mot the greater. objeats. of the everlaflmg gofpel awaken 
fome adventurous {pirits once more to tempt the dan. 
gers. of the defert ; ; and feek. to. revive the remembrance 
_of him, who was early known, and obeyed. even in An 
hy ai P EY yet there is hope. ; 


I Scr of Churches, Brace fays, 1 no ) country can 
eqhal them. . _ Every. great man _ cancels. his. crimes by 
building one in his life timgs, or by leaving a fum for 
that purpofe at bis death ; and every ficld of battle has 
_an.eredion by the conquerer to celebrate his vidtory. 
The namber of ecclefialtics. Is confider rable, as may be 
fuppoled, and there are: many -monafteries,: but: the 
buildings. are far. from, ‘magnificent. BA 2 Oe. “chure 
thatched, and round, and ‘the fummit a cone. ~ 
are fupported « on wooden pillars, with the roof projeét- 
ing to form a covered walk. They, are full of wretch. 
ed pictures, but no image, nor any. thing” embofied | is 


we 
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permitted v withins! : Circumcifion and many other Jewilh 
ee are In ‘uleamong. the Abyflinians. The facrament 
is: adminiity din’ both kinds ; and the’ golpels read 

rough ence” a he in, the fervice. _ The Samaria is 
salled Ab 


| panne @ aration phe Mohit eat have: gen 
2 fo radely eed and the difficulty of. penetrating the 
| fountry is fo sesh tliat Le will aire attempt eh e 


f fe 


aie +4 
4 i i 


THE RUSSIAN CHURCH “ts ib > 


| “Exhibits an fistnle bbay? able the amis which 
have been made to extend her bounds through ‘Siberia 
to the fea of Okotfk and Oonalafka ; and to ihe oppo, 
-. Site coalts of -Anterica, have carried the Greek ceremo- 
‘pies to thefe vaitly diflant regions, as. well as to the’ 
“Tagtars fouthward, and to the Samoiedes inthe north. 


But this hath been done by the ambition of a Catherine, | 


to extend her dominion, rather than with any miffiona. 
ay zeal to {pread the knowledge of Chriftianity. As 
yet the flate of that country, however increafing in ac- 
quifitions of knowledge and civilization, affords no re- 
arto fpecimens, of which at leafl I am informed, of 
eminent religion. Their worfhip and ceremonies are full 
of fuperftition, and the mere performance of their ritual is 
“all their devotion. Thé noted intemperance of priefts 
and people Speaks z a very low flate of religious pra@ice. 
“They are hardly yet emerging from barbarifm, at a dif. 
_ tance from the capitals ; and nota little of their ancient 
ganifm Ly al ta oe their Chriftianity. 


Ls The Roftolniki (orlherly inBiished or as they now 
gi themfelves the Staroverizi, or be ievers according 
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ao the old faith, are a numerous body, ' efpeciallyrin Si, 
- beriay among the Don Coffacks, and in many of the 
fouthern parts of Afia. With them Pagaticheff, who 
gave fuch an alarm to Catharine 11, took refuge : and 
‘their pall fufferings from the dominant | church, and 
rooted averfion to the eftablifhed hierarchy and -cere- 
monies; led them'to be his moft zealous partifans.: They 
have bithops and priefts: among them, who baptife and 
‘minitter the communion, but as they have fuffered fo 
much, and are ftill perfecuted; they are obliged as much 
as ‘polbble: io conceal themfelves. Of their difcipline 
“and principles, I fave found no explicit account, 
though I fhould augur well of them, if the relation be- 
‘fore meé'is to be: depended upon, that the hordes of Cof- 
facks are extremely bigotted to gure orthodoxy. I confels 
5 ee fome fulpicions, this may mean avery different 
Idea from that affixed to it inthe Hi®ery of the Church 
we have been defcribing. However, the courage of 
one of their priefts named Toma’ deferves obfervation, 
"He went to Molcow, and boldly preached againft the 
invocation of faints. Being threatened by the clergy, 
is zeal fired him to take an ax. and entering:a church, 
to-hew in pieces the images of Su Alexius and the Vir. 
gin. Hewas feized and condemned, firfl ta have bis right 
hand-confumed in the fire, and afterwards to be barnt 
alive. A fentence which he fuffered with the moft fe. 
date fortitude, continuing in the flames te vad againtt 
ae abules of the dominant church. 


ain the Greek communion, 5 the fame bigotted isola? 
all who differ from them appears as in the Romifh, and 
the iealie would gladly perfecute, if the liberality and 
goot fenfe of the different facceffive monarchs, and par. 
ticularly of the late infamous ‘and ° ‘infidel, though wife 


: ane politic woman, had not.ma de it’ a maxim of ‘0M | 
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€rament toy tolerate: all religions 5. and to invite: ints 
their vafty bait thinly, bs see egies pesionas of alt 
ganna eee fot gs a he at proteGod 
Rete. 3 an ide 4 ETE HCE 3 
s This: ins caneoaas sally Goede ia Rade, fog: ahe. cee 
of evangelical truth. Several ferilements of ion 2 
Pretefiants have, been, eftab! lifhed onthe Wolgas.. 
Mhutch.of Moravian: breibreo. bath been formed at. a ; 
oFeptey Rear. Aftrachan,, with a.view to a miffion among 
the Calmecks.. Finding their. attempts ine feétual, 
“they. have. direfted their-attenuon, to their German 
hrethren, who were not very far diflant from them, with 
" Dappier aufpices. By their means feveral (evangelical 
Lutheran miniflers have been f{euled*among the color 
‘nifls and focieties,furmed of real. _Chriftians, . adorning 
the dofirine. of God. our. Savio iby bitin aba d 
oe Bei Oa AS aie ihe poh 
Oo bi 
é we eis: danee iol: or sh gine aii laal by 
«thefe zealous brethren in Livonia, and the, adjacent if, 
ands i in the: Baltic under the Reffian, ‘government, ~ So- 
eicnies have there been cfeblifhed, in. fellow fhip with 
the Moravians, and attended. by, them, ibough not fepa-. 
ca fromthe Lutheran. communion, but remaining un- 
ler their own: paiiors : and ee he are fai to. amount fo 
-swenty thoufand pee (ob eet; yet oie Beco xcs 
} +e ye eae One ee Gite y. 
ie hope Hore at lagu ee detail <in. its dpluse Hi ys 
and fuceefs of thefe faithful fervants of our Saviour 
_»tbroughout the’ world. Though not. joined, with: them 
» an church orderyand differing in ‘fome fenriments of re- 
sligious truths 1 feel my felf bound from near forty vears 
_ Marbsin ances many of the brethren, to fpeak. of 
ie whom I bave known, as men full-of faith and of 
| eahe Holy. ines and truly cevoted to the work and i 


wad 


a ee & 
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vice of our crucified Lord. 1 am perfe@ly convinced 
of the unfaithful reports,of a Rimius, excluded fron 
their fociety for immorality ; as of a Warburton, a Lav. 
ington, and the tranflator of Motheim, who have adopt- 


-ed the calumnies of foxpregaaigedyan mequicr." 


With peculiarities, perhaps fome of them exception- 
able, yet admitting no fuch impure ideas as thefe men 
have imputed to them, the more the principles of the 


brethren are truly. known, and the more intimately _ 


their lives are {crutinized, the more will they be ac. 
knowledged- among | the few faithful who aia the 


Lamb of Godi in the regeneration, 


~The Ruffian Church has led me into “ibis 4 dip 


within whofe precin@s 1 can find no obje€t, on which 


Jam able to dwell with fuch complaifance as'on the 


Jabors of the Moravian brethren. They feem to afford - 
tie only pleafing fpecimens of | that fpiritual Chriftianity 


which is the fubjeét of thefe enquiries. From the 


~ Greek Church alfo the brethren derive their. origin ; 3 


though having revived from the lowelt’ flate of decay 
in a bofom of the Lutherans, and moft correfponding 


‘in religious opinions, with the confeflion of Au, wburg, 
with them they will moft properly be claffed, and come 


under confideration in the next chapter. =~ 5 
es aa See 


> 3 


~#Tam informed that thei pare and malignant note “inferted 
by the'tranflator of Motheim, againft the brethren, in his eeclefiaftical 
hiftory, he would from conviction of its injuftice Rave expunged : 
but the copy being fhowu to the author of the divine Legation, the 
bifhop en, aged him to let it Rand,and there ir remains, a monu. 
ment of i bitternefs, bigotry, and falfeheod of thele acculers 
the brethren. pete $ note, ae 
Ou Gel gi 


Re 


5 
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ek © Hager Yee — “CHAP. ¥. kg 2 we ae é A 


sop} i Ie 


edt)‘ aes kr olf SEO ee te see é {ait eit Satta > 
ote renee HE LUTHERAN GHUREM. 

“As. : HE treaty Ms W efiphatia hid placed i the Lu. 

1648. “theran caule on fo folid a. bafis, 4s could 


not ealily be fhaken. Peace and fecurity. produced a 
too common effet, declenfion. Their Church contin- 
ged in the. profeffion of the fame ‘do€trines and eflablifh- 
ed formulaties; ii ufed the fame ceremonies, and pom. 
inally fupported the fame difetpline ; but awful ‘depar- 
tures from both, marked how, much.under the fame 
“name the reality ‘of religion may be changed, without its 
Being generally perceived. Offenders againil. morals 
were pretty nearly overlooked, and all the fuperior 
ranks 1 in life. raifed above Tubaudiog to any ecclefialtical 
cenfure. _ Nor were the miniflers themfelves very ready 
to give: the faithful, i rebuke, mach lels to denounce the 
rebellious, ‘Lhole who defied their paftors, and. could 
defend themlelves by weal: h, influence and iatereA, had 
nothing to apprehend ; 


and as Mcofheim. qemiarked, ail 
ecclefiaflical refireint of offenders lof its. power, and 
they triumphed in- impunity. The do@rine alfo pro. 
_ feffed and lub{cribed as from the beginning, underwent 
a vers confiderable change.in the minds of the prote{. 
fors ; among whom the progrefs of philofophy, had been 
great; and who adopted ae more fafhionable, and mil 
called rational divinity, The doétrines of free grace. of 


pub fcation.. by fauth. alones and. predeftunacor, ‘required o- 


too much implicit treditiand too little mathematical de- 
nontiration, and meétaphyfical seafoning to fuit the wile: 
men of that.day. The difference between Luther on 
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the Galatians, and the fermons and asiistiolons of mod 4 
ern Lutherans, pretty nearly refc:nbled thofe of our owy 
divines, compared with’ the thirty- nine articles, and the 
aa s catechifm. 


‘The Pictifts. at Halley with votelfoe Panehe at their 
head, continued to maintain much of the life of true re- 
lizion among them, and fome educated there, fpread_ the 
favour of divine grace througn different parts of Ger- 
many. They encountered much opoofition from’ their 
bigotted, pharifaical or philofophical brethren, and were 
: expoled to much obloquy for their rigid maxims, and 
refolute rejeftion of all unhallowed conformity to the 
“manners and amufements of a wicked world. But as 
the century advanced the fervor of pietifm abated, and 
— tniquity abounding, the love: oF tiny waxed cold. The 
general body of the Lutheran Church funk into # Lao- 
dicean fate, and all their zeal was expended on main_ 
taining the forms and formula of Lutheranifm inftead of 
the {pirit of Chriftianity. Many ranked high as pro. 
found {cholars, and indefatigable ftudents, and were more 
diftinguifhed by: Tcientific attainments, than for vigorous | 
efforts to preach and teach jefus Chrift. The infidel 
philofophy bad too generally diffufed its Batali miafmata, 
and infected the mals of literati ; the nobles, who look- 
ed down om the vulgar herd ; the profeffors of law and 
phyfic ; and the army, who prided therofelves on their 
rejection of educational ‘prejudices, and’ thought ft a 
proof of{uperior attainment, to be wife se Waal was 
biepinia : pn) : i 


This Sree contagion rec cine efpecial ence 
under the patronage of he famous or infamous Freder- 
ic, the great, in infidelity. Other f fovereigns were proud 
to refemble him: the men of the mof “atheifical: oak 


Sean rahabdhoiied saracles: af the ‘age:. From this 
{pawn crawled forth the new. fects of “Weithaupt. and 
‘Kant, with-their illumings, avowing their objeG to ex: 


terminate the Chriftian name and worfkips’ bier Lerrifpe 


ding mankind with the monflers bred from this nepridous 
Tate of. ‘Philofophers es Yr een 


"ae | ; 
‘save eat 23% 
ie : 


Weahifon a Barect, hpgisa foliap eck aie na jato ase 


hurking holes,.and ‘unveiled, fome of their my fteries and 


‘anarchical ‘defigns to cover the earth with revolutions: 
and.bloodfhed + not that J think fo much of the mif. 
‘thief done js to be imputed to them, as thefe fuppofe; 


allowing them all potfible malignity; their power could 
not reach to tbe extent ithefe ‘authors have ‘fuggefted:; 
nor were many of the perfons om whoa Baruel pours 


oat his: vials of wrath deferving his cenfures.. Yoo par- 


tial to his jefuit friends, he would avenge their quar. 


rel; and by: endeavoring to prove. too much, weakens 
the force of his own arguments. Moniefquieu.affured. 
ly ranks on.a:very: different’. line from: Rouffeau 3. and 


Necker and Turgot deferve not to be reckoned among’ 


the pefis of mankind—but pepe Is ipopaty: Lalas bites 


all: its humiliations.’ Ou een Brit 


Ca RT BBY, 


aac the Lord ade not eer the: ‘canthi nor left ‘hhex 


‘trath without witneffes. . Some: preferved: the: purity of 


«the faith amid@ the .too general apoftacy..' In different 


“parts of Germany, Sweden, and Denmark, were. found 
*paflors after the great Shepherd’s mind,- ‘who fed the 
-flock of Chrift with the fincere milk of the word, And 
‘though as the century advanced, the light of trath grew 
‘more obfcure, and the caufe:of Chrift feemed: Histol to 
decay, of lave, fymptoms of happy revival have eppear- 
_ed.in various parts, and the: daring front of barefaced 


| Mkdelitv bas rouled the dorimanyeceal of many..to: lft: 


KK 
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up the flandard ef the crofs agri the floods of impies 

t 
: Among thofe pecu! diarly ainigeaihed for their Chiif- 
‘tian zeal, one choice body of confeffurs of the evangels 
‘ical Fasdvines Was auton in the, bofom of the Lutheran 
Church ; and from fmall beginnings growing into emt. 
nence of excelience, Claims a particular mention. No 
name of profefling Protetlants in our day has. difplayed 
‘more fervent zeal for the Lamb of God, and the chat- 
a&eriftic principles of Chriftianity, as. idhtielled: with 
his bloodfhedding for us, than tug Moravian 
Breraren. Undera long feries of perfecution and 
‘oppreffion from the bigotry of ‘popery, they had been 
reduced to the lowelt ebb of mifery ; and the few fcaiter- 
ed remnants of that name feemed falt approaching to 
‘utter extinGion ; when, from the dult of death, the Moa- 
ravian Church fprang, as the fabled phcenix from her 
_afhes, and acquiring frefh fplendor from the flames, 
“went forth to call back their Lutheran brethren to, the 
“Augfburg Confeffion, to the effeniial doGrines of reve- 
lation, and to a life of greater purity than was generally 
*invogue. They met, as will be the cafe with all whe 
rife up to witnefs againft a. wicked world that its deeds 
are darknefs, many an abufer ; and if the charges laid 
-againft them were to be implicitly received, they would 
“become objeets of horror abd averfion, inftead of living 
‘wineffes for the Chriftian do&rine. Happily they are 
“yiow better known, and their enemies are found liars, 
_Mitlakes were magnified into crimes, and expreflion: 
“Gil underftood, received an interpretation the very re. 
verfe of what the brethren intended ; nor is it needful 
to vindicate peculiarities in their difcipliné, which have 
“given the handle of avufe and ridicule to their malig. 
“ners, i is fufficient to obferv= , that in the great funda 
- mentais of Cariilianity, they have difpieyed a zeal i 
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promote the dottrine of falvation by Jefus Chrift, which 
hath produced the happiett effects, not only in Europe, 
but throughout the world. In their lives and conver- 
fations,.thofe who have known them (efi, without having 
formed any union with them as a gue will acknowl. 
edge that they are not only blamelefs and harmle(s, but 
eminently exemplary. Let us give therefore honor 
where honor is due, and never fuffer prejudice to mif. 

geprefent any denomination of our truly Chriftian breth- 

ren, becaufe they gather not with us, 


‘The fate of &. Moravian Church in the prefent 
century, forms a prominent feature in the happy revi- 
val of evangelical religion ; and jufily claims a niche in 
that temple of the living Yate: which 1s the: object of 
our prefent furyey, ; jie: 


AR. 1722. Dilperfed, diftreffed, reduced to the 
loweft ebb, overwhelmed by the perfecutions of pope. 
ry in Bobemia. Moravia, and Silefia, under the bigot 
Aultrians, the Church of the Brethren, in the beginning 
of the century had nearly cifappeared, and their light 
-feemed ready to be put out in Hfiael: but few men 
were left, and they of intle eflimation in this world ; 
-and no where could they find reft or eftablifhment. In 
this extremity, three or ‘four peer families, under the 
“Apirivul fuperintendence of that venerable man of God, 
_Curistian Davin, migrated from Moravia into pp- 
“per Lufatia. in fearch of fome fequeftered corner of 
the earth, where, hid from popifh perfecution, they 
might worthip God our Saviour in peace and purity. 
At the village of Bertheifdorfl, belonging to the fince 
well known Coun: ZiNZENDORFT, they met from bis 
fleward, Heizt, an hoipuabe reception. The Count 
pret was at the couit of Diciden ; but, on being in, 


568. IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF: |S fBenggh 


formed of the arrival of the emigrants, he gave orders 
to encourage them ; ‘they were affifted to build cottages 
for their families, ‘and fome uncultivated lands were ‘al- 


lotted to them, ee their sian ion een sae 
daGive. re | 


The Count himfelf, with his releniess Baron isa 
“PEVILLE, had been educated at the univerfity of Halle; 
aud early imbibedia. happy tin@ure of the Pictifm long 
retained in that feminary.. The manners of the refu: 
gees were fo congenial with bis own, as to engage his 
—fotering affeGtion : “this drew others of the fame 
‘Frat erbity to join their brethren’; and a new village. a. 
rofe; called» Herohuth, the Grate of the reviving 
‘Charch of the Moravians, whofe increafe hath’ been 
fince fo bleffed, and for which the heathén efpecially 
{hall praife Him, who can produce the greateft effects 


by inftruments the molt apn) 2 feeble and. inade- 
quate. y 


Oe nae 


Daded the Bitian ite of Guant Zinzendorf, ey his 
oworthy paftor, Rothe, the infant: colony ERO MES to 
profper, and fpread its branches through Germany, 
Denmark, Holland, ‘England, and America. The 
Count bimfelfy a zealous Lutheran, at firft defired they 
‘would unite with tbe. eftablifhed Church at Berthel{- 
“ dorff: but the brethren, preferred adherence to their 

“ancient regimen. | Finding himfelf unable to prevail. 
swith them, to recede from their own form of ecclefiat- 
‘tical government, he after much’ deliberation > ie 
that they, fhould obferve the Moravian. titual: a 
though he Himfelf continued in communion’ with: ‘Be 
a utheran Church to his dying day, be confented, with 
Baron Watteville, to be appaniies to the prefidence of 
their affairs, fpiritual and temporal, in conjunation with : 
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the elders: pb the. congregation, as their council. and ai- 
leet Hod atts 
Me tot : i Re mM 
he 


n iis ee fetch: of: ‘hie! nature of the church 
order amone the brethren, is all iy limits can admit. 


pe scares f in all the -ungly of ‘the brethren is the GuN- 
ERAL SYNOD: copfifting of deputies from all the con- 
gregations, with the bifhops, and elders, the inlpe@tors 
of churches, and certain ies 


By this fynod, the rLDERs’ CONFERENCE is pps 
for the dire@ion of all matters, during the intervals of 
the feflion of the fynod : to this all are fubjeGt— bith- 
ops, elders, laborers, and every individual in. cloie 
church anion.with the brethren. 


_ The bifhops are chofen by lot, out of a number pro- 
pofed by the conference for the office. They claim no 
_ . fuperisrity, nor exercife any jurifdiion, but as empow. 
ered and direfted by the elders’ conference. » They 
have no fixed: diocefe or di€iri€, but remove fron: 
amen to place, as flationed or fent byt the gonperstiess: 


“The: micaltie icf af Kilbane issto ordain bithops, el. 
ders, and laborers at home, and among the: beathen ; 
fuch as being approved by the elders’ confereneshas 
candidates, are by the lot feleled. They alfo preach, 
-vifit the congregations, regulate their affairs, and en- 
nee ihe laborers, and all the holy brethren. 


Bato 


a TS and Ei vifit, ation dend care for 


| the teks and poor of each biti cael of the different 
foxes. ey) . 
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“They Habe economies, or chotr houfes, where they live _ 
together in community. The fingle men, ard fingle 
women, widows, and widowers apart, each under the fu- 
perintendénce af elderly perfons of their own clafs. In 
thefe houfes, every perfon who is able, and has not aq 
independent fupport, labors in his own oceupation, 
ad contributes a flipulated fum for his matmenance, 
They live thus at a lefs expenfe and more Comfortably, 
than they could have done feparately ; befides the fine 


gular advantages of mutual communion, and daily Wore 
ey | 


The children of each fex are educated with peculiar 
¢are, by brethren and fifters appointed for that fervice ; 
their objest i is to preferve them from the corruption that 
is in the world, and to prevent as much as pofible the 
knowledge of evil from ever reaching their eyes or ears, 
Trained up under difcipline, from their tendereft years, 
their fubjeGion to their fuperiors and elders is fingular, 
and appears particularly friking | in their miffions and 
marriages. : 

“In the former, thofe who have offered themlelves 0 on 
the fervice, and are approved as candidates, wait their 
feveral calls, referring themfelves entirely to the decifion 
of the lot; and I believe never hefitate when that. hath 
decided the place of their defination, 


“In marrzage, they may only form a conneation with 
thofe of their own communion, The brother who mar- 
ries out of the congregation is immediately cut off from | 
church fellowfhip. Sometimes a fitter, by exprefs li- 
cenfe from the elders’ conference, i is permitted to marry 
a perfon of approved piety, in another communion, yet 
fill to join in their church ordinances as before, 
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ct brother may make his own choice of a partner in 
the fociety ; ; but as ell intercourfe between the different 
fexcs is carefully avoided, very few opporiuniites of 
forming particular attachments are found, and they u- 
fually rather refer their choice to the Chores, than de. 
cide for themfelves. And as the lot muft be cali to 
fanétion their union, each receives his partner as a di. 
Vine appointment: and however flrange this method may 
appear to thofe who confult only their paffions or their 
iniereft, it is obfervable, that no where fewer RomePy 
marriages are found than among the brethren. 


This frequent appeal to the lot, feems the Seabee 
charaéteriflic of the Moravian Church, and has fernifh- 
ed their adverfaries with the objefion, as if they fuppof- 

éd themfelves, and meant to imprefs the idea upon oth. 
¢rs}of being ander the immediate dire€tion of God in 
matiers thus determined.. I confefs, Ican fee no Pare 
ture order or warrant to countenance fach appeal, nor 
any fuch practice adopted in the Apoftles’ days, or in 

the primitive Church. The fingle inflance, A@s i. 26. 

when the facred coliege was to be filled up by one of | 

the two perfons chofen by the Church for the office of 
apoltie, is no precedent, nor fanétions any finilar, ape 

Bt to the lot. eS aaa 

But whi! I saves to the peculiarities of their dilci. 
“ee, wifh ever to keepin view, and hold up to, the 
ate nuion of all other churches, the chatadenllir Mora- 
Vian excellence of thiffionary zeal, 

I have before me the pleafing accounts. Jately pub. 
lifhed of the happy fuccets of their labors i In twenty, Gx 
different miffions, befides a variety of attempts mace in 

other places, and by providenual hindrances defeated, 


bah 


. 


a} IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF = [Pens $e : 


“The Danith iflands of St. Thotnas, St. Jan, and. St 
Bas ry by their miniftry, recerved the light of the 
gofpel. and that efpecially among the moft pitiable.and 
, sppreffed of human: beings, the negro. flaves—to. them 
their labors have becn fecigularlys blefled, U 


In as. abundant a manner alfo hava their efforts bee 
¢rowned with faccefs in our Englifh iflands, sabe 
Antigua, Nevis, Barbadoes, and St. Kitt’s,; where many 
thoufands of our fablecolored brethren have been call]. 
ed by their preaching and converfation to the knowledge 
and love of oar Lord er: aaa ang feat Cade in 
goa and in truth. ; 
Tlie Ciechland ei cnineroendias afford ob. 
ye&s of wonder, delight, and thankfulnefs. Even in 
‘thefe daholpitable climes, and amidft thofe favage man- 
ners, the power of changing grace becomes. moré. emi 


nently difplayed—How precious is the name sep from — 


the lige of an iiqeioex ? 


Orne Meveriatk Indians, ane re negroes at Susman 
inal Berbice, have been colleGed into bodies of faithful 
ror ty Mie brethrea’s —— and SiC oon 

 Cansday and: Ve Listed See of Niorsn: ‘America, 
furnifh happy evidences of the powerfal word’ of a cru- 


‘eihed bd US, segnee the wild and yellow wanderers in . 


the forelis, and abssohonerta a plains of that vai continent. 


Even thofe Aietmad: the lat af human beings, i ine | 


-brutifhnefs aid ignorance, the Hottentots, have: felt: the 
divine efficacy: of the blood of the Lamb that was flain, 
aod owned the crucified man on Calvary, for their God 
and Saviour'y have .béen formed into Chrifizn focie~ 


‘ 
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ties, and upwards of feven hundred are faid:to be now 

worfhipping him with their faithful paftors; at. Bavians 

Cloof, near the. Cape of Good Hope, and live ooder 
their tuition, and in their: happy a ‘believing 

to the peg of their fouls. cath 


cay all. thefe various: regions, no Jefs. shin an warded 
aiid forey miffionaries. are ‘now employed, befides the 
hoft who have counted not their Jives dear unto them. 
felves, and died in the arddous fervice.. Thefe in gen- 
ral fupport themfelves, and the work, by the afliduous 
Jabor of their own hands, in their. fedaica arts and occu. 
pations ; and, like the apoftle Paul, toil night and day, 
that'they' may require nothing doen the heat coed sine 
wi nave ‘to Rive ko _ sain memes 
eh “By the ipbilevetidg rate ws thefe men of Cody ca dalle 
of TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND of the moft deftitute 
of mankind, in different regions of the earth, are recov- 
ered from the: power of Satan ‘unto God, ant now watk 
with him as dear children, adorning the dodtrine of Je. 
fas, by a’ converfation fuch as becometh godlinefs ; and 
thoulands wi esis in’ nthe faith, iu in his bofom. > 
i ips iy 
ee might m mention shel efforts’ t to HRhafiniete the diftant 
Hatt) the coaft of Coromandel, and the Nicobar, Ifl- 
ands; with the light of the fan of righteoulnels ; aber 
‘attempts to penetrate into Abyffinia, to carry the gof- 
pel to Perfia and Egypt, and to afcend the mountains 
of Caucafus ; for to-all thefe regions, and many others, 
**hath love for immortal fouls; and zeal for the Redeem. 
€r’s glory, carried thefe indefatigable riffionaries, and 
often have they earned the méed of higheft approbation, 
where ‘their labors have been leaft fuccefsful. Let 
‘their enemies bear and be confounded—thele are epi. 
Be Agia 
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sles of commendation written ‘by the {pirit of the living 
God. Many, fwayed by prejucice, prefume to cons , 
demn, what they have neither examined: with candor, 
nor truly underftood ; let them produce any fimilar ef. 
felis by their. infirumentality, and then.they may. be em 
titled co attention. TiJl then, let fhame flop the mouth of 
calumny, and fuch tranfcendent. excellence claim the 
spibucs of re and be bee in meleenee honor. ; 


re fo final a body. as the. beens Ghiherked is e- 
Pes to fuch exertions. and capable of proviaing fo ma- 
ny miffionaries, ana furnithing: an-expente fo neceflarix 
ly great, is farprifing. The whole number of. their 
members in Europe does not, if 1 am rightly informed, 
exceed twelve thoufand brethren ; of which, about 
three thoufand are in Great Britain and Ireland ; and 
thefe not in géneral the moft. opulent, Gr high :in’any 
mercantile Jine. But their liberality. aboundeth; and 

_ tis novlefs pieafing to, remark the fupport which their 
millions receive from the cordial-affettion. of Chriftian 
brethren: ine ail) denominations. The good provi. — 
dence, of God continues to raife up for them: new help- 
ers, and to furnifh: annual fupplies for the fupport of fo- 
‘poble'an undertaking. Indced, in fuch a caufe, the 
mein {hibboleth of party fhould be mentioned no- more, 
and every real Chriftian Gehan: to mal forward this 
great labor of love. 


Their example. sith fhould pedeoks the jedeahe 
of every Chriftian: Church. ® They have demonttrate 
ed the- pradlicability of eftablifhing» the everlafting « 
gofpel in regions the moft. dreary and: inhospitable, 
and among nations the moflt «ude and ferocious, 
Aftd fhall we not kindle into emulation 2? Catch froga 
them. ome {park of acal, and awake toelike vigor 


Ly 
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ous exertions ? A thoufand openings court our entrance 
into lands vaft, ferule, populous, genial, eafy of accefs, 
where the inhabitants are mild, friendly, traQlable,. pre, 
fenting every hopeful profpee of fuccels, ready to wel. 
come our labors of love; regarding us» as. beings of a 
_ faperior order, and gentiy upbraiding us for our neg. 
lect of them. In how many places are the-difficultiés 
apparently lefs, and the advantages unfpeakably greater 
than in thofe fields, which our Moravian brethren have 
attempted to cultivate, and with fuch encouraging {uc- 
cefs ? Have we lefs zeal, lefs wildom, !efs patience, lefs 
perfeverance than they ? Let fhame ftimulate, if a fenfe 
of duty and love to the fouls of men do not confirain 
us. Let us hear at lafl the dying groans of the: diflang 
heathen, biti i Come over aie help 4 QS. 
‘This-revival of relinit among the. har aeiaon, hath 
not failed’ alfo to produce as happy effects at home as, 
among theheathen. Many of their Lutheran and Ree 
formed Brethren have greatly profited by their frater- 
nal intercourfe, without connedling themleives in their 
church order. A {pirit of more animated: Chriflianity 
has been revived, in Germany and its vicinity... They 
have formed a large affociation of minifiers from the 
frozen hills of Norway, to the Carpathian mountains, 
who aflemble annually at Hernhutt, in) Lufatia ; and 
thofe who cannot attend, communicaie with their breth. 
ren by their correfpondence. Theie all endeavor to 
ftrengthen cach others hands in the work of the Lord, 
without diflinétion of Lutheran or Calvinifts ; to pro. 
-voke one another to love, and greater ceucsadtels to 
God our Saviour. They are growing into a hoft, and 
though not many in any one country, yet, v hen collet. 
@d, form a glorious body of confeilors, whole light can- 
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not butehine before men, and. whofe zealous labors: 
their feveral panies tend. to revive true seeaeisinaibe 


tis one “of the hapeicl featurts of, the ixchinlt fash 
a atnong the tokens for good to the Lutheran Chanel, 
that there is fill in the midft.of. it the unextinguifhed 
flame of real love to. him who died for us and rofe a- 
gain... i doubt not, but thefe men of God meet with 
many a rebuff, and harfh cenfure from their more luke. 
warm) brethren ; ; bat the. religion of . Jefus requires the 
flamp of peculiarity ;, and whoever. does not take up 
his crofs and follow him, will have no chara@teriftic marls 
of, si SHEARISI Di 


Some cies miffionary. efforts weaibics she Lauliien 
pale, deferve mention. To the honor--of the Danifh 
3 doveanment be. it recorded, that they farted among 
the firft, and have been fucce(sful in this glorious ca- 
ic eT. Their minifiers vifitced Greenland with the gof. 
pe! ; and their miffion to the coaft of Malas 
AN. 1705. bar commenced early in this century. It 
hath been purfued, with unwearied zeal, and 
"od hath crowned the labors with fingular tokens of 
_ his approbation. The Englith Socie’y for propagating 
the Gofpel, have greatly helped thefe miffionary efforts 
of Danes and Germans, And oh that my own country= 
men, with more devotednefs offered themfelves to the 
work ! the harveft is truly plenteous ; ; but the laborers 
are few. . May the great Mafter thruft forth more lax 
borers into the harveft ! , 
| The nations who maintain. the ‘Litheesh i faith, are 
the fame as from the beginning of | the. iRefomniationia 
Various changes have happened in the feveral king. 
doms, but none in n their religious profeffion, Denmark, 
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Sweden, Norway; Holfein, and all the coafts of the 
Baltic: to the Viltula, chiéfly continue within this pale. 
Saxony, with the other ftates, who firft embraced this 
do&trine, Wath fteadfaltly perfevered' in the fame confef. 
fion of faith to this day. Though it is not a litle fin- 
gular; that the two great pillars of Lutherani{m original. 
ch have echo gone back to the Romifh Church. The 

Sor BleGorof” Saxonly bartered his religion for 
_ AN: fa6o8i the crown of Poland, and the Prince of 
; thon! Heffe, not long ago, fai other confiderations. 
pes this made no change in the government of their 
countries, which, though the head was apofiate, prelery- 
ed'their faith. inviolate: A power, hardly known in the 
commencement of the century, has {pread from Bran- 
denburg his vaft acquifitions on every fide ; and is be~ 
come in Germany nominally, the head of the Proteft-. 
ant caufe. In point of religion, it would be fuperflucus 
to fay any thing of Frederic the Great or his fuccef- 
fors ; ‘neverthelefs,. the monarch who extends a d fp. 
ports religious toleration on the broadeft bafis, whether 
heathen or philofopher, may be owned as the Church’s 
nurfing father. The true Church bee no 0 fupport, but 
peace! ie tolerance. 


pata: deparicl as hile beay of she Lutheran Church 
_ is from the tenets of their great Reformer, and much as 
the declenfions from the living power of religion arc to be | 
lamented, a precious feed is fill preferved in the midlt 
of her through all the lands ‘of “her communion, The 
word of God isin every hand. The formulary of doc- 
trine and worfhip is found, and only thofe to be blamed 
who depart from the purity of the one, and the fpiritu- 
ality of the other. A happy zra we hope Bpproaches 5 
a great and evident revival of fpiritual religion appears 
in many paces, widely difperfed, and maintaining cor. 
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\ os ON THE REFORMED CHURCH: 5 
[F we Pelinae the extent ot the Reformed Charch by 
the vaitnefs of empire, and commercial feitlements 
. solledted by thofe who make profeffion of that faith, we 
fhall {ce her fpreading forth her arms to both the Indies, 
and embracing-the habitable globe. Before the late un- 
happy conteft with America. peopled chicfly by emi- 
grants from England, Chriftianity had (pread its light and 
power, not merely through the provinces which “border 
the Atiantic, but had penetrated decp into the interior 
recefles of that immenie region ; bod fome noble ef. 
forts had been made to communicate to the wandering 
Indians the knowledge of falvation. The vaft ifland of 
Newfoundland was colonifed for the fake of the fifhe.. 
ry ; and the gofpel has been fince planted there, with, 
fome happy and increafing effect. ven thé favage 
coalt of Labrador, through the zeal of the Moravians,’ 
has received the light of the truth ; and in the highelt 
northern latitudes, England has eftablifhed forts and fac- 
‘tories though I have never yet heard of any mifhonary 
_ dabors at Hudfon's Bay or its dependencies. Canada 

has added a’new field... Though poper’ is flill the dom- 
inant religion. the government is proteflant, and an o- 
pen door fet for the gofpel there to enter. Of the flate 
of religion in all this vaft northern Continent, 1° {hati 
fpeak hereafter, obferving only, that amidft many de- 
elenfions and revivals, much of the power of godlinels 
yet remains ; and fome vigorous efforts have been made 
of late, through the zeal of different bodies, to roule uP 


\ 
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a dceper f fenfe of divine things in the minds of that. vat 
Ration, not \et well confolidated, though it is hoped, dai- 
Ty fetrhi ng, on a figmer bafis. “With toleration of all de- 
ne ominations, ihe reformed religion is that generally pro. 
felled in North America, whether by Epifcopalians, 
‘Prefbyterians, or Independents, and many others, of the ; 
Warious fects, which ais, rae et Legge that immenfe 
‘republic. ie ; 7 ; 


‘. mee 
x ‘ 


To the, Eaft, the are fettlements and edudiictis’ 
of oglilr ei Dutch, have greatly reduced the Portu- 
‘guele | and popéry ; many veltiges of which remain in’ 
the Carnatic, and on the coaft of Malabar. Yet it muft 
‘be lamented, that fo little efforts have been made by 
‘either of thele powers, proportionate to their ability, and 
the greatnefs of their empire, to fpread the knowledge 
@f falvation through the countries’ of their obedience. 
What might not Holland have done from Batavia, and 
‘her immenfe extent of infular dominion ? What froth’ 
‘Ceylon ? What from the Cape of Good Hope > What 
from. innumerable other parts where’ Batavian arms have 
triumphed, and:their conquefts, {fpread ? Every’ where, 
indeed, in their capital cities and fettléments, they have 
‘eftablifhed their religion, and fent minifters to officiate ; ; 
but I have not yet heard of any attempts to evangelize 
the natives, nor of a fingle miffionary among an hundred’ 
thoufand Chinefe fettled at Batavia. Commerce and 
“gain feem to have engroffed their attention. Indeed, I 
am. forry.to record, that they have rather frowned. on’ 
-mifions, - and inftead of forwarding. the labors ‘of the 
good Moravians, both at the. Cape and in America, 
have obliructed the work, and.eyed with jealoufy and 
_averfion, the noble and aNidier leat Jaborers, who, for 
“the fake of the poor heathen have beea willing to fpend 
eo be sins paibeciaie many me, are afraid, leaft 
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the knowledge of the liberty with which Chrift hath made 
us free, fhould loofen the yoke of tyranny and opprefa 
fion, under which i in general through the Eaft the na- 
tives are held; at leaft this is generally made the pre- 
text for. oppofition, . -Thaugh nothing can be clearer, 
than that natives of our own religion, and attached to us 
by thefe moft powerful bonds,muft prove our belt friends 
ang auxiliaries : but bigotry is as blind, as commence is 
ah and i ace ep | | 


“The Englith extent of forcibe empiré is ‘Ail more 
walt, and of late increafing to a magnitade father terri. 
fying. Bengal, alone, with the fettlements in the Car- 
natic, is faid to comprife thirty millions of inhabitants ; 
and in €very province, town and purgannah, our powet 
is abfolute ; and none to hinder any efforts of miffiona- 
ry labor.” But throughout this empire, not only no vig= 
orous efforts to make the gofpel known have ever been 
attempted by the India Company, in whom the fover: 
eignty is velted ; but contrary wife, the attempts of others 
have in great meafure been frowned upon, and every ap= 
plication of thofe whofe zeal prompted them to the fer- 

ce, been rejected ; though they merely requefted per. 

miffion to’go, and “only afked the common proteGion of 
sosabil to all peaceable fabjetts. 


vel is well known that in Bengal, ahd all the vat pro- 

nces to the north ; in “every ‘thing which regards 
Chri i ianity, the natives have been hitherto otterly ne- 

gleed. Even the very few clergymen who have vifit- 
ed the capitals of our fettlements in India, have been 
generally too infe€ted with the epidemic rage of the 
country, to amafs wealth, in order to return with it to 
Envrope, an objet utterly inconhiftent with every thing 
cb holy and heavenly, 

MI on 
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Two or three zealous Baptift. minifters, iiebied iat 
the deplorable. ftate of the poor ‘Hindogs, have lately 
pafled unnoticed into the interior of the country, with’ 
view of communicating to them the gofpel of Chrift. 
‘They are-employed in an indigo manufaGory ; and im- 
prove the Lord’s -day and their intervals of leifare, in 
converfing and difcourfing with the natives, Mabome- 
tans, Bramins and others, ‘on the fabjet of Chrifianity + 
a confiderable attention is paid to their miniftry, and 
though no’ ‘open converts have fubmitted to baptifm, 
they” report commencements fufficiently aufpicious, to 
encourage perfeverance and hope of happy fuccefs ; ‘but 
_ what efpecially muft render their Jabors highly refpedia- 

le in the fight of Chriftians of all denominations, is their 
indefatigable induftry, with the help of fome Bramins 
‘and Pundits, to tranflate the Bible into the Bengalefe 
‘tongue ; and which is now about to be publithed in 
Bengal, and to be diffeminated among the natives. God 
fpeed she ace pines His word can’ never be 
read i AVA IHE peated, Pia) 


a bt) ‘the Carnatic aoe Tight of of the Pe gotpel of 
~ Chrift, hath been long. diffufed by the zealous efforts of 
“the “Danif’ miffionaties from Tranquebar ; and afew 
‘faithful foreign Lutheran iminifters, continue to labor 
with fome fuccefs 1 in the vicinity of Madras, and in the 
Tanjore country; ‘fupported. chicfly: by. the Society. for 
* Propagating: the Gofpel in England. At the head of 
thefe is that aged.and venerable fervant. of Chrift, Mr. 
Swartz,* near forty years’ago, I think,” my Fiend) and 
“companion at Oxford ; Mr. Gericke, Mr. .Janike, and 
“one or two. more, exhauited: with labor, advanced. in 
“aes ‘aod’ going down to the grave, with) litte profpett 
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‘of facceffors: annnsied by the fame “Spirit. They are 
inceffant.i in foliciting frefh and more numerous, afift- 
ants, but few hear their call, or fly to fhare the. toils of 
millionary. fervice.- God. feemis to. have given their 
prs caching | fuch: fuccefs among the natives, as to render 
. It.no. longer doubtful, that however rong the. barrier, 
which: «he Bramanic calts and national’ manners, and ef- 
pecially. the fan@ioned immoralities of the ‘Gentoos, 
may. have ereéied againft the Golpel of .Chrift, no ob- 
facilis infurmountable to zeal and perfevcrance. if 
God will work, then none a0, Jetit. They muff indeed 
be. fearfully inexculable who ester notin themfelves, 
and thofe who are willing to enter, and devote theis lives 
.and fubftanceto the fervice they hinder, Where a thou. 
dand. miffienaries would find, more employment, thag 
their moft. zealous labors could fulfil, four or five aged 
Germans now fan the dying embers, and feartely, kcep 
oahe expiring, flame alive. 


Peas 


- The good Moravians, as 1 am informed, ner tite. 

» tive efforts to. {pread the gofpel in the Neb Iflands, 

and having no fuch profpects as encourage their flay in 

the Carnatic, are removing their laborers to. ‘Europe, | to | 

be employed in more promifing fields of ufefulnels a. 
mong the heathen. pei 


“I what remains of our: esacies Pre sale at the 
“Leeward Iflands, the black. inhabitants, by» which. ibey 
are chiefly occupied, have Jately-engaged the attention 
of fome ‘faithful, fervants of Chrift ; and-been confider. 
vably evangelizedy not by the countenance, of govern- 
“ment, or the miniftry eftablifhed: in the Church,,, which 
‘isin a ftate of fearful negle@, but by the voluntary zeal 
-of Moravians, and the Weltleyan. Meihodifts, Thefe 
“have nobly devoted themfelves to the fervice of theis 
poor black enflaved brethren, whom no man cared for ; 
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and have fucceeded in. the call and. conbasko of many. 
thoufands to the faith and love: of Jefus Chritt.« Inchis 
honorable fervice none have. more diflinguifhed their 
philanthropy and fidelity, than the Rev..Dr.. alee 
iiacipal minifter among. the Mgtiadiie 


‘Anew world hath. lately peaee liken qacacy ais ex. 
plored. by Britifh navigators... ‘To one region of which 
we have already. fent out unbappy convicts, and with 
them the. everlafting: gofpel.; for fo hath God in his gra_ 
cious. providence .ordained, that the firft 1tefimony 
borne in that.land of darknefs and the fhadow of death 
fhould be by thofe. faithful: witneffes of Jefus Chrift, . 
Mr. Johnfon, and. Mr. Marfden. May their labors 
kindle a flame never to be. sa mncaRr f-and> many of 


their brethren ones: sesteachy on ul pis felf: pig iti fers: 
vice: ie Hgie'3 | 
A nobler attempt to pa eh iy the ands i in ie ae 
Pacific Ocean, hath recently been made by a fociety 
formed.by minifters and others of all denominations, 
who agreeing to merge their feveral peculiarities in the» 
one facréed name of CHRISTIAN, have united without 
preference. of churches or partyy to fend forth faithful: 
men to preach and. teach Jefus Chrift among the hea- 
then, and-to. know nothing ’but him erucified. By! the 
liberal contributions of individuals, who have formed? 
the Mifkonary Society, a fam of twelve or thirteen thon. 
fand pounds. was expended in the’ purchafe of a large: 
veffel of three hundred.tons, conveying thirty miffiona- 
rite with five fitters, wives to the brethren, and two lit=” 
tle children ; furnifhed with-every thing seedful for one 
or more fettlements’; and to fecure them a favorable: 
reception among the natives... The veffel was navigated 
‘by men.of God, who had many of them embarked: fur: 
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love-of the \caufe's and -comnianded by that able aud’ 
fingularly. excellent man. Capt. Wilfon; who had devo 
ed his life.and: labors: to the fervice freely 5 renouncing 
ali reward, our that ineftimable one, the conduéting fo! 
glorious an andertaking.  ‘Vheir firlt.objest wasto vilit.. 
Otaheite, and the Society. lands, as mol frequented, 
aad belt knowa, and if. an opening “appeared, to leeve 
there our married brethren, and the larger part of our’ 
younger laborers); to proceed to: Tongatabooy and the’ 
Friendly» Iflaads, and depofitea few brethren to ‘athe’ 
Marquefas, and if there was a profpee “of welcome and’ 
fuccels, to make a beginning «with two or three of sour: 
younger brethren : returning by Otabeie and ‘Tonga.’ 
taboo, to fee how our soittionasiodateds and to aicer. 
tain their fafety and/hofpitable reception among the 
heathen 5 “proceeding: thence 10 China, for a cargo ‘ob. 
fea, in order to cover by the freight fome portion of the” 
-expenfe necelfarily eer ce by f age and circuitous 
a ae es litodtim agen Pie 


“The eminent b fakes with rbiets this attempt Bal tice! 
aticoded is beforethe public at largé in’ the firtt® Mit 
fionary Voyage; than which probably: there’ néver’ was’ 
another fo fingularly favorable. After a coutfe-of fo. 
many thoufand: miles, the whole “body of -miflonaries' 
was’ landed in the places of their feveral deftination, at’ 
Otaheite,-at: Tongataboo, and the Marquefasjin perfea: 
health ; andthe fhip returned by Canton, with: aieareo: 
of tea into the port of Londoa, in'about one and wens’ 
ty months, and brought back every feaman in’as’ good’ 
health as:fhe had received them, Not /an individtal was: 
loft-in the paflage, no difeafe ever vifited the crew, nor 
was thevleaft want'ofany comfort felt during the whole: 
of the: voyage. The name of Capt. Wilfon, under’ 
whofe condu& and*care the’ fervice was. accomplithed,” 


BP ce 
a 
t " 
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will, défeend with honor and remembrance 10 the late 
paeyiers APM 1A SNY SOMMER FSH Ie ate ae 


gene iS fs se a ii dc a rae Ge 
Pea was immediately begun, to ftrengthen the 
hands of thofe already. fertled, and.to:. enlarge. the. worl 
in other iflands.. Thirty-nine brethren and fitters, with 
fevea childrea, chearfully. entered on the. feryice. But 
it hath pleafed God in his myfterious providence. to dif. 
appoint our expettations, and toexercife our faith and 
patience... They were captured by a. French privateer, 
as.they were entering the harbor of Rio Janiero, and 
landed at Monte Video, in the Rio. Plata... oF rom ithe 
French and Spaniards they received the: kindeft treat. 
ment; and after’ unavailing efforts to. repurchafe. their 
vellel and proceed, they. were permitted to embark for 
Rio: Janiero, and paling from thence to, Lifbon,. ares 
with the exception of three.or four: detained through in- 
difpoftion, arrived once more among their. fricnds and 
hal ae in sais Pen ee 


eats shed sash oxehis may” Phe oe tind eulcm 
sors: to evangelize the heathen world, whether the great 
Head/ofithe Church be pleafed. to crown. our, Jabors 
with faceels, or in his all. righteous difpenfations: to fruf- 
trate our hopes, the attempt is Chriftian, is glorious. It 
is now demonftrated that a miffion to thofe. diftant: and 
defirablelands is praftica ble, iseafy, and the means. with. 
in the power of individuals, if zeal. for Chrift, and love 
for the fouls of men be. not’.wanting.. And. farely no 
ee difficulties with which we may have to ftrug- 

gle, ori partial difappointments fhould difcourage us from 

erfevering tm fo great a defign, but. rather roufe, the 
millionary brethren to renewed and: more; wigerane £t- 
ertions, 6 


+ 


2 
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Advices alfo Som Port Jackfon at firft rill more 
difttefS than even the capture of the Du icfelf still on 
the arrival of difpatches from the ‘mifGonaries them 
felves, it was found that though fome of them, alarmed 
swith apprehenfions for their wives, after they had lived 
@ whole pear without any infult or injury, bad taken the 
opportunity of the departure of the Nautilus, which had 
touchéd at Otahcite, to remove to Port Jackfon, feven 


_ Brethren and one woman refuled to’ quit their ftation 5 


and we’ hope’’are happily laboring to advance the great 
‘obje& of their’ miffion. Nor are thofe whe have de. 
parted without fome profpe& of being made more ulefel 
an the ‘place, whither they have inigrated, than. if they 
had refted: where they were placed. God’s providential 
difpofals are all wile, and bis work will cften be mere 
effectoally accomplifhed, by the fteps which we regard 
as injurious, and’ tending to the difappoiniment of the 
objet we have in view. ‘Perfeétly fure the miffion is 
of God, and under his peculiar: care, we reft'in his’ dif. 
pofal as ordering all ‘things well ; and. patiently wait 
and quietly hope to fee the compleated’ falvation of our 


God. It is hoped that foon thefe: faithful and devoted 


fervants of the’héathen will be” vifited and’ nreestianed 
‘by men of a like mind, and the feed of eternal life tak 
‘deeper root, and fpread. viet alk - nee sdb iu ~ 
Byes rola ahods id 


ity ; i ? % Hi 


“Phefe bie of faith bate: sae hin ci tl ae. 


eet which were never more “‘promifings and» more 


loudly call upon'us for aive and fpeedy’ efforts to re- 
pair every lofs, and increafe our {phere of aétion. “Noth. 


‘ “ing has happened in the {malleft:manner to leffen the de. 


‘firablenefs of this labor of love, or the facility: “Gf its CX- 
ecutions . We have given our brethren in the ands 


sis Talews pledge that we will vific them: their claims 


238 IMPARTIAL. HISTORY. OF {Per 3, 


wpon us are Rronger than ever, and as the ability of the 
Society increafes in all its refowrces, no doubt this will 
be arhong their firlt objeéts. 

But they hive not confined their views to one region 
‘ofthe heathen world, however great and promiling.. 
‘They have wifhed to embrace the habitable globe as far 
as their means fhall be found. adequate to their defires. 
Africa, the feat of fervitude, the region of darknefs, and 
the molt unexplored of all the continents, has efpecially 
attracted the attentions of the Society. Their firft ef. 
forts were direGied through the colony of Sierra Leone, 
to penetrate jato the Fowlah country, and communi- 

cate the blefiings of the golpel to the interior, through 
the medium of the furrounding nations, Efforts to this : 
purpofe had been made before by the W eftleyan 
Methodifts and the Baptifts, and failed rather from the 
infafficiency of the inftruments, than the impracti- 
ability of the attempt. Undilmayed by thefe unfuc- 

cefsful attempts, the London Milfionary Society, in 

conjunction with fimilar focieties at Glafgow and Eding- 

burgh, determined to fend out fix fingle brethren, two. 
from each body to make a renewed effort to introduce 

the gofpel there. The climate however has been found 

fo unfavorable, that this effort alfo has been, in confe- 

quence of death and indifpofition, rendered: abortive, 
‘and only two of the fix miffionaries remain laboring 

with acceptance in the colony, without any profpeé of 
pafling 1 into the interior COMIETY. : 


A happier iffue we truft will ifigaa our miffion to 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the country of the Caffres 
and Bofhemen, which befides the advantage of a more 
gental climate, has commenced with more —aulpicious 
profpefls ; and for which the Lord feemed. to a“ ‘Pree 


We 
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vided elpectally ‘fatale ey Dr “Varia 
an and his aaa ene 


Dr. De. Vanderkemp ae Hollander, man as ta! lente, 
sid imptoved underftanding, abou: fifty, Le had. 
re phy fic ; “bad ‘fladied a confderable time 
ab irgh, as well as in ‘bis native univerfties 
fj Be keane Frepch and’ Latin lan uages 5 but.as 
is too ¢ mmon wi th the facatty, | he bad. Ong | embraced 
ce fafhionable ‘philofophy, and held the ‘tenets of de- 
ifm. A fingular | afffiftion in his family, occafioned by. 
the fadden death of his wife and child, attended by fome 
very. particular impre ficns of God's fpirit, engaged t him 
more deeply an terioufly to conlider his. ways, and re. 
wiew the foundations of his hope, than ke had ever yet 
done. This led him toa carefulei eperufal of the word 
Of God, and | the happy effeét was a: folid convitlion of 
revealed truth, and real conyerfion of his beart to. God 
our Saviour. | " wl ees Nae Bere | Fa 


& 


‘enceforth to aevote hit wb. 


is: “He refol ved f roi 


‘ 4: 
Sart-w was 45 particularly a out to ‘defire to communicate 


Be eae eae 


ne Knowledge of ee to. afte poor beathen whom 


fa 


no had care 


ait oe of he * Sodan Mileete, Society, 


He ‘immediately communicated to.them the defire. of 
his foul to devote bimfelf to the heathen. After (proper 
enquiries, into his. charaéter and abilities, his offer was 

-embraced | with great, delight,. and he was. invited to Eng- 
tnd, where the interview iffued in the moft cordial wel. 

come of his fervices. His*pative. Janguage, fitting bim 
“peculiarly “fon, the Cape of Good Hope and iis vicinity, 
that eared 3 as the place of his deftination. 

NN 
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On bis return to Holland, to fettle his affairs, in or- 
der to embark i in the api fervice, he took . with 
him and_circulated in Dutch, an addrefs from the Lon-. 
don “Miffionary Society to the faithiul in his own coun~_ 
try. This immediately produced the happielt effeGis. 
A fociety durine his flay was formed at Rotterdam, on. 
the fame plan with our own. A correfpondence open- 
ed, and oar defign was not, ‘only highly approved, but 
immediately feconded by the offér of a Dateh minifter 
to accompany Dr. Vanderkemp, whofe name was Kich- 
erer; to thele two of our. brethren were joined, and 
they ‘embarked on one of our conviét fhips, the Hilt 
barsest: to be conveyed to their pia Ration. 


_ The taeiee ‘zealy and a of our Biciheen 
among the convidts, amidit the ravages of death and 
‘the jal fevers. and-the bleffed effe@s of their. labors on 
the living and the dying are before the public: They 
prove the power of the gofple onthe moft obdurate of 
mankind. Wehave juft received the pleafing intelli< 
gence thaton a vifit to thefe miferable. beings, after our 
brethren had. been fome time at the Cape, they found the 
Fpirit. of pi ba and ferioufnels Rill encreafing among 


them ; and in the midit of all their mifery, they united 


to cry. unto God for mercy. Our miffionary brethren — 
at Port Jackfon, will be very providentially placed to — 
cultivate every gracious impreffion which may, remain 
on tieik minds at their arrival. | 


“The bleffing of the Lord on the labors of thefe mif. 
Gonarice at the Cape hath been as fingular. They. have 
appropriated four evenings ina week to the inkru@ion 
of the flaves, who altsuded them in great numbers, and 
refpecting whom Dr. Vanderkemp exprefles himfelf in 
the ftrongeft terms of confidence, that _ any have bean 
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, baptifed with the Holy Ghoft, though ae elas 
eftablifhed, ir feems, at the Cape, forbid them to be 
admitted to the Chriftian rite of baptifm, an obftruGion 
which alfuredly our humane and Chriftian government 
will not fail, on application, to remove. 

But she ru pleafing trait suede thie foiffici ig 
the earneft application from the moft favage’ of all the 
tribes, the Bo/hemen, to obtain one of our brethren to 
teach them the knowledge of the true God.” Whilft 
they were deliberating onthe fubjeet, and had determin. 
ed to decline the feitide, as likely to interfere with the 
Caffre miffion, for which preparations had been madé > 
three of the Bothemen chiefs themfelves came to the » 


Cape, and cleaving to our brethren, would not leave - ” 


them, till one of them bad promifed to accompany them 
to the Bofhemen nation, whither he has: proceeded, we 
héve, with a companion from the eee or one OF our 
Dutch brethren. ge fe seal 


A miffionary fociety inftituted at ‘he ease, under 
the tide of the South ‘African Miffionary Society, is the 
firft fruits of our brethrens’ exertions, and of the ad- 
drefs fent fromthe miflonary Society to the inhabitants 
at the Cape. Their commencement is moft aufpicious, © 
and the fubf{cription confiderable, one lady having giv. 
en fifteen thoufand florins. It manifefls that ‘God's 

_ {pirit is moving on the hearts of men, throughout the 

_ whole Chriftian: world, and that the long dormant: {pir- 
it of zeal begins to be awakened to vigorous exettions, 
for the Redeemér’s glory, and the a of the’ fonts 
ef men. 

a All the renerNony were ially for tre journey of 

~ the miffionaries to ihe Caffres and the Bofhemen, when 


os 
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' the fall dif ato’ was feot: the government moft kindly’ 
favoring, and the farmers’ waiting with teams and-oxem 
- to convey the brethren to the places of their deftination. 
‘May this fall beginning through the divine -benedics - 
tion, be followed with’ great jacreafe | Never in our 
‘time did Africa feem to open a,more promifing door of , 
entrance “to the heathen. The mifGionary publications 
on this fubjett will, Pe: read with tigen dh and de. 
igh Ronee ae 
We withed to An our vali petitions in has Fatt, 
and to garry the light of the gofpel to the Mahomedan 
and Bramanic feéts ; but obflacles in our way, before 
 poted; prevented our intentions: One man alone has 


Been employed to gain’ ‘information of the true flate of 


“things on the fpot, and to inflru& us whether there, or 
in any of the adjoining ‘nations, fuch profpedis open, as 
would encourage attempts to evangelize that ssc ateved of 
: ee world. We have heard of ss lafe arrival. 

One fost itty laborer alfo: has tect sifpatched to he 
lieale> flan’ of Twilingate, neat Newfoundland, at the © 
earnefl requel of the inhabitants; from. whom we have, 
received! cece of his ae ang commencement of 
labors. ae : 


-Thefe are the: n@ual wes whith be beak: ete, 
and flill greater are in the intention of the fociety, for . 
which adequate preparations are making.’ ‘The Sand- 
wich Iflands, the’ Marquéfas, ‘and the Society Iflands, 
“were to have received a new body of miffionaries with: 
ou delay. The efflifiive cireumflances which have 
happened, may for a while retard the purpofes « of the fo. 

éicty : but: they continue se antl active to tepair 
the breach, and Piovide both perl ons and provifion for 


he 
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the accomplifhmentt, of their original,defign. The heirs: 
of glory are-ulually tained up in the ichool of edverfi-: 
ty;-andeto thefe who have read the Aéts of the Apofiles, 
-aiferies of fui Ferings and’ difeppointinents) have been 


feen toiffue in the final duccefs of the gofpel ; folly 


< 


» perfuaded that it is the Lord’s work, we leok up and 


escaeaae ee is ours—events are dai 


“Tei isa >) rar trait to remark, how ‘coidial an: inter 
eft the faithful brethren in all lavas have taken io thefe 


feeble ‘efforts - of ‘miffionary labor: and how liberaily 


fome focieties and. individuals have. tranfmiued theic 


_ gifts to our, treafury.. Correfpondents from Sweden, 


Berlin, Bahl. - Zurich, Rotierdam, Franckfort, Ealt 
Friefland, Lutatiay New-York, Conneélicut, and other: 
places, have conveyed to us their warmefl and mofi af. 


feGtionate withes for our fuccels ; united with us in our 


fiated feafons of prayer ; and in feveral places formed 
affociations to promote the fame objeéts, and to provide 
the means for running the fame race a miffionary zeal. 

May He who hath the refidue of the apis pour it forth 


. Pes he Ghdantly: ap on us al} 


ne seanfagarilic: bivahives sphotel to turn sete at- 
tention particularly to the Indian nations, in the interi- 
or of that vaft continent ; and, indeed, a igide field o. 


- pens from the Alleghany mountains to the’ fhores of the 


north weftern coaft, which will require their moh vig- 


orous efforts. Could we fome day fo far proceed as to 


-afcend the Columbia river, and form a miffidn on. its 


i _ banks, it is not out of hope, that the found fhould reach 


. the interior, and {pread. till the undulations on. cither 
fide meet, and form one. concert of praile. Is any 
ee Eretels yi God RG) 
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But whatever retardments may make the heart fick 
with hope deferred, or whatever dithculties obftrué the 


execution of the prefent efforts, in this or fome fuc- 


Ben 3 generation, the work fhall be done with effica. 

: for the heathen are given to the Saviour for his 
jabs ne and the utmoft parts of the earth for his pof. 
feffion, Happy and honored are thole, whom’ he fhall 
deign to employ as inftruments in the accomplifhment: 
peal glorious defigns | 


es Gage colle&ed ae chief traits of the lateft miffionary 
Jabors thus fummarily together, and highly thankful 
fhould I feel, if I fhall be able to record the progrefs 
of a work fo ‘happily begun. No circumftance of the 


prefent day bears a more aufpicious afpeé on the | erec. 


tion ‘and increafe of the Church of the living God. In. | 
deed, in this eventful period, it is not a little reviving, 
acid ali the prevailing defolations and ungodlinefs a- 
round, to fee the morning thus fpread upon the moun~ 
tains, and to hope for the rifing glories of the fun of 
righteoufnefs, to renew the face of the earth. The 
Church of the reformed will, I believe, be the divine 
and favored infrument in this fervice, when God the 
Spirit fhall revive his work in the midft of the years ; 
and I look efpecially to my native land’for this fervice ; 
perfuaded that we are yet preferved to be'the heralds of 
the everlafling golpel, unto the ends of the earth. 


But I return from the other quarters of the ae 
to Europe, and fee nations of the reformed religion 


: there.’ oe 
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- GREAT BRI TAIN, 


: She: Re et ot : ie a 


pal the ehdne of the nations, fands this long. and 


aoa favored ifle, where, fince the gofpel. was irik 


preached among us, fcarcely ever has there. been. 
time, when it more ran and was glerifed, tham at the 
prefent. It is the joy of every faithful heart to look 
around, and amidfl every dark and dreary. profpeds to 
behold a mighty foirit flirred up, to make the name of 
Immanuel known and glorified in the earth. 


tt mut be. acknowledged and deploved, fr a “great 
part of this century, thatthe fame declenfions from the 


ee of the faith, and the power of fpiritual religion, 


ad marked the Reformed, as well as the Lutheran 
Chorch ; and our own fhared deeply in the general de- 
éay. Literature, indeed, never advanced to a. higher 
fummit. x, Ene, commencement of this century has.been 
called the. ‘Auguflan age, when purity of flile added the 


S mot perfe& polifh to deep erudition, as well as the écf- 


Jes letters. A Newton, an Addifon, need only be men- 


tioned, out of a thoufand others, whofe works will be ad. 


mired to the lateft pollertys ; and afford the nobleft {pe. 
cimens in the Englifh language... I would conceal, if I 
could, names of a later date, a Hume, a hha ie be. 
panto with all their admitted attainments. and exce!- 


j lence, their wrltings contain the concentrated virus of 


infidelity, couched under the moft able faculties, and 
moft engaging flile. ‘They are the enemies of my God,” 
but his crofs will prevail... This age has been hogar, 
ly philofophic ;-big with difcaveries in al] the hiddea 
secefles of nature; and as pregnant of every abomina. 
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tion. The pride of wil (dom, and the rage of reafoving 
have fummoned revelation to their unhallowed bar, and 
condemned it. Infenfibility to God, and -carelefinefs 
about a judgement to come, no longer believed of fear- 
ed, have opened the flood gates to ungoclincfs. Inf. 
delity and {cepticifm, relpeéting’ an eternal world, have 
given importence to the prefeat; and multicudes ap, 
‘pear in bafte to feize their portion; and to enjoy. the 
gratifications. of the beaft, while they lives. expecting, as. 
‘the bealt, to die. Hence diffipation of every kind bas 
burft in asa flood ; and though I koow not that our 
morals are more openly vicious than formerly,. the gen 
eral departure from all religious © principle 1s glaringly 
evident, in the univerfal* neglett of all divine ‘ordi. 
nances ; hardly the decencies of religion oF uaa 
continue to » be maintained, te aR ERR 
; ; 

“I the commencement ‘df this century, me ‘Chutd" 
was chiefly governed, and filled, by the latitudinarian 
divines ; whofe: moral writings, however able and: in_ 
genious, rendered the peculiar dofrines of the. gofpel. 
unfathionable: and as they had themfelves drank deep’ 
into the Arminian tenets;,1 wonder not to hear the 
great Archbifhop Tillotfon declare of the Athanafian’ 
creed, that “he wifhed we weré well rid of it.” ‘Such, 
indeed, was the general idea of the age, that it ee 
articles too trinitarian, too evangelical, and too unchar. 
itable, according to their, apprehenfions of divine truth. * 
Hence, though all our fubleriptions were firongly | ‘Cale 
viniflic, and, as Bifhop Burnet owns, this is the true 
and natural fenfe of the Church and ‘its articles; yet 
‘ eee wea tobe’: nectar articles oe peace 3 5 were to hak 


— 


* One kava’ knows how ‘to reconcile this, with an Obtraton s 
jok made. ‘It. maui be chee it ood in'a qualified sonftrudtion, 
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@exr. 1%] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 297 


inter reted with . _canfiderable latitude ; and, in fhort 
admitted, in whatever fenfe men chofe to receive them: 
a fuppofition fo difingenuous, that, though countenane- 
ed by general concurrence, it can never alter the na. 
ture of the thing, or make it cfs falfe and hypocritical, 
however 1 numerous the body of the, heterodox and armin. 
fan clergy, aid however,few the reformed, or Calvin- 
iftic. Nothing, indeed, can be farther from truth, than 
the reprefentation. made by Motheim, that the Reformed 
Church in general, and the Church of England in partic. 
ular, “ receives into its bofom Arminians and Calvinifts, 
Supralapfarians, Sublapfarians, and. Univerfelifts, with 
out adhering ftrictly to creeds and confeffions.” The 
very reverfe is the cafe ; the fame original creeds and 
confefhons remain. unchanged ; nor is. it in the power of 
the Church, or its minitiers, to make the leat aliera- 
tion, without an act of Parliament... They muft be fub- 
feribed ex animo, and taken in no other fenfe expr efilyy 
than the literal and grammatical, according to the firik 
inftitution ; and whoever ais otherwife,, betrays: ihe 
rights. of confcience to convenience. That this is fre. 
quently, nay, generally done, makes no alteration in 
the claims of the Church, and only adds to the criminal- 
iy by the, ipsa, ¢ of: general depravity. 


The concealintnt. and negle of the GORE Pre pe- 
_ euiarities of | Chriflianity, as if their defenders them.» 
-felves were afraid to produce them, gave e!pecia) bold. 

nels to the infidels; and as the tolerating peiius of the 

times admitted an uncontrouled hberty of the prefs,. it 

{warmed with publications of the mofi peinicious ten- 

dency, moft congenial with the general corruption of 

manners, and at the fame time moft highly conducive to. 
fpread the prevailing impicty and prefligacy. England, 
though net fingular,. ranks among he. frit in thefe pio- 

| Oo 
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duétions. A Collins,. a Tindal, a Morgan, and a Chubb, 
-with the ftill farther advanced in atheffm, a Mandeville, 


_a Toland, and a Woolfton, improved upon the. noble 
- authors of the former age, and opened the doors. of the 


temple of infidelity wider ; as indeed was needful, to 
admit the crowd that fought to take fhelter there, from 


par re 


the threatnings of revealed truth, and the uncafine’s, of 
a a confcience. | | 


\ ithe, 


Through the ‘moralilts i in the she tie ‘and the detfts in 


‘i the prefs, Chriftianity. was reduced to a very emaciat- 
. ed figure. Even the . diffenters, who affecied greater 
purity of religion, had drank deep into the general a. 
- poftacy, and funk into a worldly, carelefs f{pirit. The 
_ Prefbyterians, efpecially, diverged into the errors of A. 
-_ -vianifm ;.and as their minifters loft the life of religion 
in their own fouls, their congregations dwindled, and ca. _ 
. fily entered the vortex of conformity, and got. tid of in. 
_ abilities for the magiltracy, and a fort of reproach that 
repelled them from the circles of fafhion. The Inde- 
pendents were few, and little attended to; though | ae 
- mongit them the founder dotrines were. maintained, 


but in general too cold, and dead hearted ; and. the 
Baptifts hardly hada name.. The Quakers, left to their 


filent meetings, were declining and i pPBORER.s : and the 
— feéts funk into infignificance, * TG 


The ald ‘diftin@ion betwee high and low seper || 


Was. not, yet abolithed, though - the. fatitudinarian. doc. 
% trines, and the new ‘bithops,. who. had, the great weight _ 
- in the feale, were far predominant ; embraced all prot- | 
_eftants as their. brethren ; admitted true churches might. 

» fubfift without epifcopacy ; and therefore more cordial. 
ely received the diflenters, and formed very kind friend- 


fhips and correfpondencies with thei ingenuous of every 
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denomination. But there were bigots who Rinaraled 
their’ brethren with abhorrence ; fuppofed they” had 
neither miniftry, nor tha seems and belonged to no 
“Church: fehifmatics, and in mortal error. Thefe par. 
ticularly” ‘revived at the latter end’ of Queen Ann's: 
reign, when the cry, that the Church was in y danger, was 
“made a handle to bring in atory minifiry ; 
an. “1710, and that contemptible creature, Sacheverel, 
became of importance. The Qucen, more 
partial to her ‘popifh brother, than to the diltant Hano- 
“yer family, and rather wilhing the throne to defcend to 
her own blood, encouraged the high Church party, as 
always moft friendly to Popery ; and had her life been 
prolonged, and the intrigues of the tory miniltry fucceff. ” 
ful, another popith King would have been intruded 
“on the nation, and welcomed by the high Church and 
“ non.jurors, always partial and attached to the exile fam~ 
‘ily, and neceflarily fo from their principles of indefeafi- 
“ble right and non-refiftante—a glorious Providence 
once more refcued the land from thefe traiterous ‘de- 
figns. The infidel Bolingbroke, confcious of bis cor~ 
refpondences, fled : and the famous Bifhop Atterbury 
was impeached for his deteGted eb with nat: 
the abdicated exile, Ee 


#R. 1714. With the Houle of Biuotwitk the betty 
of the country ftood confirmed ; andall,who diffented 
from the Church, fatisfied with a liberal toleration, ap- 
' ‘proved themifelves faithful” friends tothe new dynafty : 

for the diftance of relation to the throne made 1 it an act 
of eleftion, rather than hereditary fucceffion ; a kind of 
parliamentary grant to that Houfe, as Proteflants, and ' 
nearcft in blood ; and as affording the happieft profpeis 
of maintaining the liberties of the yet | With this, 
all the high Church party were greatly egae and 
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‘employed their utmof power and art to foment repeated 
rebellions againft the Houfe of Brunfwick ; but happi- 
ly their machinations were defeated, and their rebellions 
-quafhed, withthe punifhment due to thofe who were 
‘found engaged in them. As the diffenters: approved 
sthemfelves ftrong friends to. government, they enjoyed 
favor ; and being excluded from: all lucrative prefer- 
ment inthe Church, the prime minifler withed to re. 
ward then for their loyalty; and by a retaining fee, 
preferve them fleadfaft. A confiderable fum therefore 
was anaually lodged with the heads of the great divif- 
ions, the Prefbyterians, the Independents, and the Bap. 
tills, called, regium donum, the royal bounty, to be dif. 
tributed among the more neceflitous minif- 
AN. 1730. ters of their feveral congregations, accord- 
‘ing to the difcretion of a number of princi- 
~pal minifers of thele: denominations, with whom this gift 
“was eutrulted, = ~ whom it is serine divided. 


“The ViGnig peoletey of ne nation, with seeatiig 
herers and commerce,'as thefe things ufually do, tend. 
ed to increafe the cortuption of the kingdom. And 

morals, though flrongly imculcated, woefully decayed. 
A word, called patriotifm, was fuppofed to contain all — 
extelience: and therefore more affeGted than any thing 
befide ; though, in fact, a greater folecifm cannot be 
imagined, than an, immoral patriot. Between contefis 
. for @ wer, thirft for riches, and inordinate love of plea- 
fure, the nation funk down into corruption, and the 
Church erefied a feeble barrier againft the fathionable 
' purfluits. All its great preferments were beftowed to 
secure friends to adminittration + whatever prime min- 
ifler»prevailed, the prelatical bench looked up to their 
creator with devotion and afliduous attention. The 
dife and power of godlinefs fell to a very low ftandard ; 
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‘-only here and there an individual. cleaved to: the faith 
once reo ae to the faberte, and dared to > Be — 


aint ee A Gey lt was in date late of teonin and depar- 
ture from truth and godlinefs, that “at Oxford, one of 
our univerfities, a few, chielly young men, began to 
feel the-deptorable {piritual ignorance and corruption a. 
round them. They were con{cious: fometbing ought to 
be done to revive a fenfe of religion in principle and 
practice, from the decay into which it was fallen: they 
'were convinced men of God and minifters of the fanc. 
tuary, ought to lead very different lives atpea ay ie 
they obferved at college. 


John and: Charles Welley, the firth, ed moft diflin. — 
guifhed leaders in this revival of evangelical truth, were 
brothers: the one fellow of Lincola College, the other 
ftudent of Chrift Church. Their father, a refpeétable 
clergyman at Epworth, in Lincolnfhire, was of the high 
Church party, and had educatad his fons in his own 
principles. John, the eldeft, took the lead, and at the 
firfi appeared vaftly difpofed to inculcate every rigorous 
mortification, far beyond the praétices of that day,and 
aehaievtiea approaching the penance of natn 


With thefe aTantase de a eee of other Rindeets, 
“whofe minds were fimilarly affe&ied. Mr. Tngham, 
Mr. Whitfield, and Mr. Harvey, were afterwards partic. 
ularly diftinguifhed. They all entered into folemn_en- 
gagements with each other, to lead a ftriGter life of ho. 
~Jinefs and felf-denial than they had ever yet done, and 
to feparate from every thing unbecoming theif charafter, 
as Chriftians: or miniflers: They: agreed to meet fre- 
quently together at each other's rooms for prayer and 
reading t the Scripture ; to keep lated times-of fafting, 


° 
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‘and to receive the communion every Lord’s day : they 


vifited the prifons and the fick ; they fought out and 
relieved diltreffed obje&s ; and by thefe and other par- 
ticalarities, attended by an uncommonly fanctimonious 
déportment, they rendered themfelves very notorious in | 
rhe Univerlity, and acquired the name of ek aida 


As they all fet out with arohelGon of nia adherence 
tothe Church of England, the di@tinguifhing tenets of 
her articles and homilies were particularly enforced by — 
them: and as this was utterly unlike the manner of 


“preaching, which then chiefly obtained, they -attraGed: 


very numerous audiences ; and their lively. manner of’ 
addrefs, as well as the matter of their difcourfes, exceed. 
jogly Mruck the hearers with their novelty, as well as 


‘}mportance. They became fill more popular, after 


their return from Georgia, whither zeal for the golpel 
bad carried them. And nothing awakened’ greater at. 
tention to their preaching, than their quitting the univer. 


fal habit of reading their fermons from a book, without 
‘any animation, and addreffing extempore “difcourfes to 


the congregations where they miniltered, 


The multitudes, hie followed them were . pick af 
feted —a great and Vifible change was produced in the 
minds of many. “The attention paid to thefe minifters, 
and the blefiing evident on their labors, roufed them te 


| Increafing vigorous exertions. They were always at their 


work, preaching wherever they could procure admit- 
tance into the churches ; and nat a little flattered by 
the popularity attending their miniftrations. — They muft 
have been more than men, if they. had not been fo, 
Some wild-fire could hardly fail to mingle with the fa. 
cred flame—whilft the acife they railed | Py their eh 
ing was inconceivable, 


it, 
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“At firt they appeared united i in Yentiment ; 4 but they 
“had t NOt, long labored, before it was evident they. differ. 
edi in. she points. which have occafioned. fo. much difpute. 
Mr. ‘Wellev, the faiher of Methodifm, . with his. brother, 

“ani thofe of his pinion, leaned to abe Arminian mele 
“trine—ftrong againtt irrefpeGtive Tecra but firms a 
Maintaining the fall and. its sonfequences, the necefity 2 


. juft ification by faith. alone, and the operations of the va 


“Ghofi, to produce all righteoufnefs and true: holine!s = 


_ bur they. tanght withal the univer/ality of Chiill’s redemp- 


tion, and the offering of Ais body, . alske for thofe who 


are tof, as for thofe ‘who are faved: and in point of fre 


will they fuppofed, though fill as a gift of grace; shat 
_every man had fome powers. of will within the fphere of 
his own exertions which firft, led to converfion—that. the 
nefits of Chrift’s redemption © tended | to » thofe who 
never heard of his. name—that, by. improving, tbe 
fe gets f light and grace. within } him, every 3 man might 
be faved—but that no. man could be fure of gerfevermg 
in grace : and, that in. poftibility,. notwithtanding whae 
‘Chrift hath done. and fuftered, all might, rejeél t the rem. 
fy provided, and pen eternally. 


Mr. Whitheld, Mr. ‘Harvey, and thole who aiat 
with them. in fentiment, held the articles of the Church’ 
Jn the fenfe afually, termed -Calviniftic; and which an 
ingenuous enquirer can hardly hefitate to confefs. was 
the fenfe of the compilers. . Though in age Mr. Whit- 
field was younger than the. Welleys, i in zeal and labors 
he had no [uperior ; his amazing exertions are well 
Known ; and the efle&s of them were prodigious 
through the whole land.. He confined not his minifiry ’ 
to England—Scotland, enjoyed the benefit of his. vifits, 
and furnifhed innumerable evidences of the power with 
which he fpake ; : nor were his efforts reflrifed to Brit- 


bd 
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ning but éxbented to: America ; whither the Mr. Wel 


leys had firft led the way. 1 mean not to enter on a life 
fo well drawn up by Dr. Gillies, Suffice it to obferve, 


that by uie labors of thefe indefatigable men, a flood of . 


_gofpel light broke upon the nation. At firfl they were» 
wholly confined to the Church of England, as their ate . 


tachment to it by education. was ftrong : and bad they. 


been fixed in any fettled ftation, they bad not improba. 
bly lived and died, good men, ufeful men, but unnotic. 
ed and unknown—a feries of proavidences had defigned 


them for greater and more extenfive ufefulnefs.. The. 


churches proving unable to. contain the. crowds which. 

flocked after them, Mr. Whitheld fir, at Brit. 
aN. 1739: tol, refolved to vifit and preach to the wild 
“ee colliers ia the wood, who had-feldom attend-. 
ed any worfhip : and “his fignal f{uccefs among them, 4 oa 


couraged his perfevering efforts. On his retura to 
don, he ufed the fame means of field_preaching, at Ken. 
nington Common, and Moorfields, being now generally 


x Drie. 


excluded from the churches; to which he had himfelf 


‘fomewhat ceniributed, by perhaps too fevere animadver- 
fions on the clergy, as well as the envy and sifgalt that 
his fingalar Bopelarity had occafioned, | ai ais 


Nor. were Mr. John Welley and his bedipel Caries 
lefs zealoufly employed, but alfo took the field, and 


& 


Peary 


preached every where. The congregations under the» 
canopy of heaven were prodigious : fometimes, indeed,» 


_ riotous and infulting, but in general folemn and at. 


tentive. By thefe labors multitudes were _ added | 


to the church of fuch as caiee: be faved. 


Hitherto the principal jeudets; though aGing inde 


pendent of each other, bad maintained apparent fellow.. 


fhip ; but the difference of their fentiments refpetting, 


&s 


t 
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a 


the doftrines of predeftination and grace, began to 
awaken unpleafant difputes, which were.carried on fome- 
times with too much afperity. Yet the corruption 

human nature, juflification by faith alone, and the tet 


ty Bf a divine change of keart, by the power of the: Holy - 


Ghoft : thefe fundamental truths, both’ profeffed’ zeal. 


-oufly to hold and teach ; nor did the divifion which 
* followed between them, retard the progrefs of the work. 


They parted, indeed; like Paul and Barnabas; but the 
extent of the {phere of their ufefulnefs was thereby en- 
larged. Unable to fupply the numberlefs places and 
congregations collected by their labors with a regularly 


ordained miniftry, they each affociated with themfeives 


lay preachers, the ‘beft informed and gualified, whom 
they could find; and thus multiplied themfelves over 


the face of the whole land: Their affociates encreafed - 


by thoufands, and their miniftry was bleffed ‘to the great 
revival of religion | wherever they itinerated. 4 
This immenfe body of Methoditts, pale the difference 
of the doflzines each maintained relpeéting the decrees 
of God, and free-will, neceflarily divided into two fep- 
arate cOmmunions, the Calviniftic and Arminian ; both 
of them profeffed. predileion to the Church, and did 


not at all objeé to epifcopal government as a church © 


order ; but neceffitated, from the fituation in which 
they were placed, to preferve the congregations which 
they had colleGted and formed into religious focieties, 


the great leaders, Wefley and, Whitfield, appointed for 


their {piritual edification, local and itinerant preachers, 
to confirm their faith, and increafe their numbers 3 


os 


themfelves continuing the apoftolic plan of itinerancy;. 


and vifiting in rotation the churches which their minils 
try had raifed. Men more laborious than thofe princi 


pal perfons were, fince thé apoftles’ days will hardly be. 
i Pip ts ed r 
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found. ‘They repeatedly travelled over a.fpace. more 
than ‘the circumference of the globe ; wherever they 
sioved they were aé a flame of fire, and left a train of 
evangelical light be ehind them. They were ip preach- 
ing unwearied, two, three, and four times a-day ; and 
this often in places many miles diftant from each other ; 
ae Botice having been. previoufly given of their com. 
g, thoufands awaited and welcomed them, heard them 
ue reverence, and received them as angels of God, 
Thus immenfe congregations were formed through all 
parts of the kingdom, efpecially in the great manufac- 
turing towns, among the tin-mines, and the collieries, 
The aggregate amount of auditors muft have been fev. 
‘eral hundred thoufand, as the preachers themfelves, in 
Mr. Wefley’s cohne@ion alone, in Europe and Ameri- 
ca, amounted, if I am rightly informed, at one time to - 
_ about five hundved itinerant, and four thoufand focal 
preachers. All thefe continued oceafionly to communi. 
cate with the Church of England, their original fource ; 
_ though they more frequently held communions among 
-themlelves ; and received the elements from thofe min. 
ifters of the Church of England, who were in fellowthip 
with the Methodifts, or ferved among them. And on 
the whole they appeared to give a decided preference ta 
the ordinance,as adminiftered by the Prefbyters of the ef- 
tablifhed Church ; but their modes of procedure being 
charged as irregular, they had every difcouragement 
from the heads ‘of the Church, and no hope of a fettle- 
Ment in it. Hence having ereéted places of worfhip of 
their own, and being no bigots to church government, 
they, by degrees became more feldom occafional com- 
municants in their parifh churches, and confined them- 
felves to their own minifters and places of worfhip. 
Yet fora long while they were very relu@ant to appear 
to feparate from the are shtablithed, and to thig oF 
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I apprehend the great body is epifeopalian ; and prefers 


that mode of government.in its ancient fimplicity, to whe 
prefbyterian or a independent model, mi 


At the time the Methodifis Bee all the varions de- 
nominations of diffenters from the eftablifhed Church 
had fuffered a great decline from evangelical principles 
and real godlinefs ; and fome much more than others, 
particularly the Englifh Prefbyrerians.. But many | be. 
ing awakened and revived by the labors of the itine- 
rant evangelifts, efpecially thofe of Mr.. Whitfield, a 
{pirit of renewed godlinefs. returned in feveral congre- 
gations, arid their ftated paftors were roufed ta greater 
zealand aGiivity, .The diffenters of all denominations 
thus evidently profited by the flame originally: kindled 
by the minifters bred in the eftablifhed Church. From 
their itinerant and moft able helpers, decaying congre- 
gations invited paftors to fettle over them ; new life 
was thus infufed into the torpid mafs. A multitude of 
churches, arofe among them, where there had’ been 
none before. The Independents efpecially profited 
hereby, as moft of the newly formed focieties preferred 
the congregational model to. the Prefbyterian, Not 
that thefe paftors were fuch independents by education 
or principle, as to have any radical objeCtions, at leah 
many of them, to the forms or order of the eftablithed 
Church, but being excluded by what was branded as 
Methodifm, from any profped of | admittance. into the 
_miniftry there, they readily confented to prefide over 
the churches which called them to the pattoral office ; 
and thus alfo the Baptifts as well as the Independents 
have greatly enlarged their, pale by fimilar acceffions. 


Thefe itinerant preachers. were men of lively and 
popular talents, and though not bred in the fchools of 
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“the satel? were often endued with ereat eloquence, 
Some of the more learned among the diffenters regard- 
ed. them indeed with a jealous eye, and felt mortified at 
the preference given to perfons neither poffefing the 
~ knowletige of languages, nor initiated into the myfteries 
of fcientifie literature 5 but their numerous audiencés | 
~ befpoke the favor'of the people. And without the — 
advantages of an education for the miniftry, they have . 
not been deftitute of excellent gifts for the ufé of edify- 
ing. ‘They were in general men of good notural under- 
ftanding, well read in the fcriptures of their mother 
tongue, the chief book indeed-which they Rudied. They 
were experimentally acqdainted with the great and fun. 
damental truths of religion ; ‘they pofleffed: a natural - 
- facalty of elocution, ‘incteafed by the habit of frequent’ 
preaching. And what feemed infinitely fuperior to all 
the ret; they. appeared deeply affected with the truths 
which they delivered ; and as exemplary.in their walk 
- and converfation, as laborious in the work of the. minif. 
try; evidently delighting in the fervice, as ithe firt 
and belt wages. ‘ Pols 
eens “Whilt thefe eminent revivers of saielieal inh, 
“ ypemnas Welley and Whitfield, with their ufibeitiecs, 
~ were thus proceeding with jnekeafing\zcel in their fev- 
eral {phéres of ufefulnels, the great head of the Church 
was pleafed to raift up another Togwise peronee whe - 
contributed exceedingly to enlarge the pale of what 
was called Methodifin, and to frengthen the hands’ of 
ee who labored in the work of God our Saviour. © 


the ‘noble and. deg “‘Lapy tHierdodet: had 
Jived inthe higheft circle of fathion ; by birth a daugh;. 
ter of the Houfe of cee th by de: united with the 


? 
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Earl of Huntingdon, both bearing the royal arms of 
_ England, as defcendants from her ancient monarchs. 


In vety early infancy, when only nine years. old, the 
fight-of a corpfe about her own age: conveying to the 
grave, engaged her to attendthe burial, There the fitt 
 impreffions of deep ferioufefs about an eternal world 
. laid hold on her confcience : and with many tears, the 
ered earneftly to God on the. fpct, that. whenever he 
_fhould be pleafed to take her away, he «would deliver 
cher from all her fears, and give her a happy depar- 

ture. She often afterwards vifited the grave, dnd always 
preferved a lively fenfe of the affeGting fcene, _ 


Though no views of evangelical truth had hitherto o- 


’ pened on her mind, yet even during her juvenile days, 


fhe frequently retired for prayer, to.a particular clofet- 
where fhe fhould not be obferved : and in all her little 
troubles found relief in pouring out her requefts unto 
God. When fhe grew up, and was introduced into the 
world, fhe continued to pray that fhe might marry into 
a ferious family. None kept up more of the ancient 
_ dignity and decency than the houfe of Huntingdon.— ~ 

‘With the head of that family fhe accordingly became-u- 
-onited. Lady Betty and Lady Margaret. Haftings,. his 
-. Lordfhip’s fifters, were. women of fingular excellence, 


In this high eftate fhe maintained a peculiar, feriou! 
nels of condu@. Though fometimes. at court, and. vif. 
iting in the higher circles, {he took. no-pleafure in the 
fafhionable follies of the great. In the country fhe was 
. the lady, bountiful among her neighbors and dependents ; 
and going flill about to eftablifh her own rightecufnels, 
_ fhe endeavored by prayer and fafting, and alms~deeds, 
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to commend herfelf to the favor of the molt High and 
mof Holy. 


The payin preachers, who had been branded with 
the name of Methodifls, had now awakened great atten- 
tion in the land. Lady Margaret’ Haftings happening 

to hear them, received the eark: as it is in Jefus from 
their miniflry ; and was fome years after united with the 
excellent Mr. Ingham, one of the firft laborers in this 
plentious harveft. Converfing with Lady Margaret one 
day on this fubje@, Lady Huntingdon was exceedingly 
{truck with a fentiment fhe uttered, * that fince fhe had 
known and beheved in the Lord Telus Chrift for life 
and falvation, fhe had been as happy as an angel.” To - 
any fuch fenfation of | ‘bappinefs Lady Huntingdon’ felt 
that fhe was as yet an utter flranger. 


A dangerous ilinefs having foon after this brought 
her to the brink of the grave, the fear of death fell ter- 
ribly wpon her, and her confcience was greatly diftreft 
ed. Hereupon fhe meditated fending for Bifhop Ben- 
fon, of Gloucefier, who had been Lord Huntingdon’s 
tutor, to: confult him, and unburden her mind. Jot at 
that ume the words of Lady Margaret returned ftrongly 
to her recolleflion, and fhe felt an: earneft defire, re- 
nouncing every other hope, to caft herfelf wholly upon 
Chrift for life and Salvation. She inftantly from her 
bed lifted up her heart to \fefus the Saviour, with this 
importunate prayer; and immediately all her diftrefs 
and fear were removed, and fhe was filled with péace 
and joy in believing. Her diforder from that moment 
took a favorable turn; the was reftored to perfe& 
health, and what was better, to newnefs of life. She 
determined henceforward to prefent herfelf to God, asa 


ei 
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living facrifice, Jholy and. acceptable, which fhe wasnow 
convinced was her reafonable fervice. 


On. her. tecovery. fhe fent a kind. meflage to the 
Meflrs.. Weleys,. who. were then preaching in the neigh- 
borhood, that fhe was one witb. them in heart, cordially 
withing them good fyeed in the name of. the Lord, and 
affluring them of her determined purpole of living kak 
sie who had died for her, 


~The change’ was fuddenly. merge on ber Ladythip, 
became obfervable to all, in-the open confeffion fhe 
made of the faith once delivered to the faints, and: in’. 
the zealous fupport fhe began to give to the’ work of 
God, amid all the aS hase gt wih which it was attend. 
ed. : ; 


Zo, the noble circle in which. Lady. Huntingdon mov. 
ed, fach profeflions and conduc appeared wondrous _ 
frange ; but the had fet her face asa flint, and refuled 
to be athamed of Chrift and his crofs.. There were not 
wanting indeed fome who, under the guife of friendfhip, 
wifhed Lord Huntingdon to interpofe his auibority : 
but, however he differed from her Ladyfhip in fenti- 
ment, he continued to fhew her the fame affeGion and 
refpect. He defired, however, fhe would oblige bim, 
by converfing with Bifhop ‘Benfon on the sibs in 
hick fhe readily acquielced.. : | 


_ The bithop was aceordingly fent for, in otder to rean 
fon with her Ladythip refpeGing her opinions and con- 
du&. But fhe preffed him fo hard with articles and 
homilies ; and fo plainly and faithfully urged upon him 
the awful refponfibility of his, flation under. the’ great 
Head of the Church, ae Chrift, that his temper was 
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‘“yuffied ; and he rofe up in hafte to. depart, bitterly 1a. 
menting, that he had ever laid his hands on George 
Whitfield, to whom he imputed, though without caufe, 
the chats wrought in her Ladythip. She ealled: him 
back ; “ My Lord,” faid fhe, “ mark my words, when 
you come upon your dying bed, that will be one of the 
_ few ordinations you will reflect upon with complacence.” . 
It deferves remark,that Bifhop Benfon, on his dying bed,’ 
fent ten guineas to Mr. Whitfield, as a token of his ha 
vor and approbation, and begged, to be remembered 
by him in his prayers. 


“ah ee the prefent cae Bifhop of Worcefler 
will not be difpleafed if 1 record a fimilar inftance of 
bis candor lately reported to me. As he preaches fre- 
quently, he had obferved a poor man remarkably atten. 
tive, and made him fome little prefents. After a while. 
he miffed his humble auditor, and meeting him, faid, 
* John, how is it I do not fee you in the aifle as uf. 
al?” John, with fome hefitation replied, * My Lord, 
1 hope you will not be offended, and I will tell you 
the truth. I went the other day to hear the Methodifts; 
and I underftood their plain words fo much better, that - 
I have attended them ever fince.” The bifhop put his 
hand into his pocket, and gave him a guinea, with words 
to this effeét, God blefs you, and go where you can 
receive the greatelt profit to your foul.” 


I know no place more proper to preferve another an. 
ecdote, which I received from my excellent friend, the 
Rev. Mr. Talbot, of St. Giles, Reading. When Arch- 
Bifhop Secker was laid on his couch with a broken 
' thigh, and {enfible of his approaching end, my dear de- 
parted friend who had lived in great intimacy with hina. 
and -received his preferment. from him, vilited him - 
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at Lambeth. ‘Before they parted, “ You will pray with 
me Talbot,” faid the Archbifhop.. Mr. Talbot role and 
went to look for a prayer book, That is ‘not what I 
want now,” faid the dying prelate, “kneel down by me, 
and pray for mein the way I know vou are uled to do.” 
With which commard my dear brother readily compli. 
ed, and prayed carneflly from his heart for ‘his dying 
friend, whom he faw no more. 


As 


bap aay ‘Fundagdon’s Gott was now truly” engaged + to 


Gad and fhe relolved, to her beft ability to lay herfelf ~ 


out to do good. ‘The poor around her were the natural 
objedts of ber attention. Thefe fhe bountifully reliev- 
ed in their neceflities, viftted in: ficknefs, converfed > 
with, and led. them to their knees, praying with them 
and for them. The late’ Prince of Wales, one day at 
court, afked a lady of fathion, Lady Charlotte. E. where 
my Lady Hontingdon-was, that fhe fo feldom® ‘vifited 
the circle. Lady Charlotte, replied with a fneer, 1 
fuppofe ptaying with her beggars.” |The Prince fhook 
his head, and faid, “ Lady Charlotte, when 1 am dying, 
think 1 hall be’ apa’ to feize the fkirt of Lady Hun. 
sh 3 ja ag to lit me up with her to Heaven.” 
oS ea 
* During my Lord: Eeuchnadents life fhe iota ti 
poufed the caufe of God and ‘truth, though her means: 
of ulefulnels~ were meceffurily® Gitvanteribed; and her 
memes occupied much of her time and at- 
tention. On his détife ihe was left the entire manage- 
“ment-of ber children, and of their fortunes, which fhe 
/ “improved with the: greateft fidelity. Become her own 
miftrefs, fhe refolved 10 devare herfelf wholly to the | 
fervice of Chrift, asd the fouls redeemed by his blood, 
—— Her zealous heart embraced cordially all whom fhe ef 
teemed real Chriftians, whatever their cenomination: ot 
Qie 


we 
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‘opinions might be, but being herfelf in’ fentiment more 
congenial with Mr. Whitfield, than the Mr: Welleys, 
fhe favored thofe efpecially who were the minifters of 
the Calviniltic perfuafion, according to the literal fenfe 
of the articles of the Church of England. And with an 
intention of giving them a greater (cene of ufefulnefs, 
fhe ne her houfe in Park. ftreet, for the preaching 
of the gofpel, fuppofing as'a peerefs of the realm, that 
the had an indifputable right to employ as her family - 
chaplains, thofe minifters of the Church whom fhe pat- 
ronifed. On the week days her kitchen was filled with 
the poor of the flock, for whom fhe provided inftrution ; 
and on the Lord’s-day the great and nable were invited 
‘to {pend the evening in her drawing-room, where Mr. 
Whitheld, Mr. Romaine, Mr. Jones, and other minif- 
ters of Chrilt, addrefled to them faithfully all the words 
of this life, and were. heard with si nena wera and vad 
“lous attention. 


Lady Huntingdon now beadite: rhc open and avian 

- patroneh of all the zealous minifters of Chrift, efpecial- 
“dy of thofe who were fuffering for the teftimony of Je- 
fas. Mr. Romaine, on his being’ turned out of St. 
George's Church, received particular tokens of her fa. 
“vor ; and oust’ till then unknown to ber, I was hon- 
ored with her expreffions of kindnefs and approbation, 
when, as yet'a young man, T fuffered foch perfecution 
from Bifhop Hume, and the Univenfity. of Oxford, and 
- ‘was fo unjnftly difpoffefled of my cure in that city ; 
“ without-a charge, except that I endeavored to fill ‘it 
with the knowledge of the doétrine of my crucified 
“Lord, which was conflrued as an intention of bringing 
‘this man’s blood upon them. All the parties concera- 
ed in thefe tranfaQtions are gone into their graves, 
‘and whilfl record them 1 am ready to touch my lait 
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hour.» Lean with joy look forward to the day of my 
Lord; he knoweth. thes cate Sepa and godly —! 
with which i then acted. 


“The lo to ocbiaels Lam relied: doulas my def. 
<endinn into a variety of particulars, that I may advert 
to the fubfequent fleps taken by this venerable woman, 
more immediately and extenfively to: {pread the knowi. 
edge of falvation, and to reftore the defolations of that 

Asian which is the great objeét of this hiftory. 


The ilinets of her younger fon, which proved. fataly 
had Jed her to Brighthelmftone, for the fake of fea-bath. 
ing. There her attive {pirit having produced fome a. 
wakening among the people, fhe erefted a little chapel 
contiguous to her houle; that the gofpel might be preach- 
',ed to them. This was the firft fruits of ber great in- 
creafe ; it was enlarged, and that not fufficing to con- 
tain the congregation, it was a third time taken down 
and rebuilt. Many can fay they were born there. 
The faccefs attending this firft effort encouraged great. 
er. Bath, the refort. “of fafhion, beheld an elegant and 
commodious place of worfhip raifed by the fame liberal 
hand. Oathall, Bretby, and various orher places, re- 
eeived the gofpel by her means. At firft fhe confined 
herfelf to the miniters-of the eftablifhed Church, as her 
: preachers, many of whom obeyed her invitation, and la- 
“bored in. the places where fhe refided : but her zeal ene 
_ larging with her faccefs, and a great. variety of perfons 
throughout the kingdom begging her affiflance, in Lon- 
don, and many of the moft populous cities, fhe fet up — 
the flandard of the, gofpel, and purchafed, built, or 
hired, chapels vaft and commodious, for the perform. | 
ance of divine fervice. As thefe multiplied exceeding~ 
by, through England, ne and Wales, the miniRers © 
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who k bak before labored for her’ Ladythip, were unequal 
to the talk’; and fome unwilling-to move in a‘fphere fo 
extenfive, and which”began,to be branded as irregular, 
and to’meet great oppofition: yet many perfevered in 
their cordial lepvioesst when fummoned to the work, and 
were content to bear-the crofs.- As the work greatly 
enlarged beyond her power to fupply the chapels with 
regular minifters, Lady: Huntingdon refolved to employ 
thé fame methods-as Mr. Wefley» and: Mr. Whitfeld 
had’purfved with fo much fuecefs: before. She inyited 
laymen of piety and abilities, to exhort and as up the 
het oa he si ellablifhed. 

“ln order: to pearees pecnidaedis fase the vac the 
now retired into Wales, where the ere€ted a college for - 
traibing up young men to the miniftry. From. thence 
fhe dilpatched the: requifite fupplies for the increafed 
congregations under her patrenage ; and as the calls 
were. often urgent, *her ftudents were too frequent! ly 
thruft forth into the harveft, before they bad ‘made any 
confiderable proficiency in the languages, or facred lite. 
‘raturepin which it had been her intention they fhould 
be inflructed.. Few of them knew much more than their 
native tongue, yet being men of {trong fenfe, and real de. 
votednefs to God, their seclele was very greatly blefi- 
ed, and the accounts of their fuccefs animated her to 
greater exertions... They were itinerant—moved from 
congregation to congregation ina rotation eftablifhed ; 
and her correfpondeace with them to regulate and pro- 


vide'a conftant inpoha y was a labour to. mnie her aétive’ 
~ alone was meen 


Nex of oe lout a fettlement, either sin the — 
Church or among the. diffenters in. preference toa life - 
‘ of indimacy 5 and as they were under no prone but that. 
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of choicey they often quirted her connetions think — 
yOra 6 


not lefs than fifty are now laboring-in the, Church, . 
mong the diffemiers,. with benedidiion. Their places 
were alwaysdupplied, and others offered to fill the ranks, 
as Se enieen: from a ‘ctedeestinns tit 


niemiins 7a ale ae ip me Relies 


Hares Nt <gapteoaag oe ro sank 
& eae ee eed Baasingdcs pact the whole of her 
fabance to the gofpel, yet it is not alittle furprifing, 
how, her income: fufheed for the: ania iE expence 


in which fhe was neceflarily involved... Herjointer was. . 


no more than twelve hundred. pounds a-year;and only 
afier the death of her fon, afew years. preceeding ber 
own, fhe received the @ddition of another. thoufand. 
She often involved - herfeif. ‘in expences ~for building 
chapels, which fhe found it burthenfome to difcharge. 
‘But the Lord brought her always honorably through her 
4 PN and provided a ia jy mee her ass ‘was 
exhaufted. 

Ta the age Sol douelovire and upwards, the maintained 
all the vigor of youth ; and though in her. latter years 
the contra@tion of her throat reduced ber almoft wholly 
toa liquid-diet, her fpirits never feemed to fail her; 


and to the laft days. of her life, her a€tive mind was | 


planning fill greater and more extenfive fchemes of 
ulefulnefs,: for the: univerfal pias of the golpel a 
Chrift. 


Lady: Huntingdon was rather above ths middle. fize. 
Her prefence noble and commanding refpe@t; her ad- 
drefs, fingularly engaging ; ber intelligence acute : her 
diligence indefatigable ; : and the confiant Jabor of ker 
“thought and correfpondence inconceivable. \ Never wat 
creature apparently more dead to all felf- indulgence, or * 


na 
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more liberally difpofed to fupply the calls of the gofpel. 
1 believe, during the many years 1 was: honored with 
“ber friendfhip, the often poffeffed no more than the gown 
fhe wore. I have often faid, fhe was one of the poor 
who lived on her own bounty ; but her moft diftin. 
guithing excellence, was, the fervent zeal which always 
burned in her bofom, to make known the gofpel of the 
grace of God : which no difappointments quenched, no 
labors flackened, no oppofition difcouraged, no propgrefs 
of years abated: it flamed frongeft in hens lateft. mo- 
ments. The world has feldom feen fuch.a chata@er—- 
thoufands and tens of thoufands will have reafon, living 
and dying, to blefs her memory, as having been the 
happy infrument of bringing them out of darknefs into 
marvellous light ; and multitudes faved by her inftru. 
mentality, have met her in.the regions of glory, to re- 
oice together in the prefence of God and of the. Lamb, 


But it may be faid, was fhe a perfeét charafter ? No. 
This is not the lot a mortals on this fide the grave. 
When the moon walketh in her brightnefs her fhadows 
are moft vifible. 


ralek Huntingdon was in her temper warm and fan. 
guine—her predileétions for fome and her prejudices a. 
gainft others,-were fometimes too haftily adopted—and 
by, thele the was led to form conclufions not eight cor 
refpondent with truth and wifdom. 


"The fuccefs attending her See biomed to imprefs 
‘her mind with a perfuafion, that a particular benediGtion 
would reft on whomfoever fhe fhould fend forth ; and 
readered her choice not. always judicious : though fel- 
: dom were there ever lefs offences i in fo extended a work. 


he a & 


‘Wet 18.) THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. = “gig 
She had fo long dire@ed the procedures of her con. 
Sein that fhe too feldom afked the advice of the ju, 
‘dicious minifters who labored with her 5 3 and bore not 
‘pathively contradidlion. Sean 


Tam ae hificviati of Hath, as 8 as 1 Biel it. She 
~needs no pofthumous fame to blazon her worth; and 
‘fhe is paft far beyond all human cenfure which can af. 
fei her. Thé great head of the Church hath, I have 
full confidence, decided her character, pitied Her’ infirm. 
ities, pardoned her iniquities, and welcomed her to glo- 
“TY, with well done good, and faithful fervant.* 


“At Heh dacin; Lady Huntingdon left her ahiilgé to 
truflees and executors, for the continuance of the fame 
plan ; which they have purfued with fome meafure of 
the’ fame difinterefted zeal, and with increafing fuccels. 
Not Jefs than an hundred ee Se erfons continue to 
have the gofpel preached to i by their means. 
“The fame Heps a are purfued in England, a and 


pon i 


* I infert the following anecdotes, not aware prefer vation. 
The famous infidel, Lord Bolingbroke,in conference ome day with 
her Ladyhhip, addrefled her, “* My Lady, when you. pleafe, to 
¢ommand my pen, it fhall be drawn in your fervice, and admitting 
the Bible to be true, I thall have little apprebenfion of Maiotain- 
ing’ the dogtrines of predeltivation and grace, ae oA) pe revil- 
srs.’ ise . 


My Lard Huntigdon, her fon, unhappily 9 was a difeiple of the 
~ infidel fchool, yet, however oppofite to her Ladyfhip in PR Sntatt, 
he highly reverenced his venerable mother. A great prelate one 
day in converfation faid, ‘* I with, my Lord, you wruld {peak to 
Lady H. She has juft ere@ted a preaching place.clofe to my pal- 
ace tall » « Gladly,” fays his Lordfhip, but will’ you do me the 
favor to inform me what to urge, for ay mother really belicwce the 
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ay dighou; h the property left by hier Ladythi 
rryi sai the ial die ae bafely feized at te 
byt the Americans of Georgia and Carolina, where 
ok Tay 3 3 and her affets in England, her chapels excepted, 
were found not. fufficient or her engagements ; yet, 
| owever unable to recover her eltates, all claims have 
: deen difcharged ; and the chapels, according toher will, | 
eu he with lefs incum| anes than. at her deceate. 


PRS ary at “Wales ceafed at here ‘Ladyhhip’s 
“deat ! e leafe. being juft expired, and no é¢ndowment 
defi,” er income ‘dying with her : “but a new. college, ona 
ein a Be pafbonisin Be ae sete: is has— been ‘flab 


ae 
, ‘and many are “gone pane ‘now es 
y ) mu: ich 2 acceptance, from this feminary. 
Tt cannot, indeed, b ‘that in the courfe of 
all's8 St of fou ar years, the term ‘blloted’ for their: educa- 
: ny cientific attainments can be. made 5 yet 
we ee he pleafure of finding by experience, that in — 
this ir a uecney improved, a competent knowledge 
‘rine tes languages may be obtained: and what is 
mote imy ota! t and delireable, by the conftant ¢ exercife 
“of {peak 3 before the prefident, ftudents, and ‘others, a 
“facility a propriety of addrefs is acquired, highly de- 
fireable for them in their’ future’ miniftrations. — ; ‘Into 
“this feminary none are admitted, but after. AiG. enqui- 
“ties of their charaéters,. and. repeated examination fato 
“their Chriftian ‘experience, and oatural abilities. “Fhey 
are required to bring recommendations, and authentic. 
_ teflimonials, from the minifiers and others with whom 
they. have been accuftomed to worthip. ahey. are not 
_Feceived | too young, nor mach advanced i in like 5. ee 


a 
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between the age of twenty and thirty. They are expeét- 
£4 to give the moft fatisfactory account of their own re. 
al converfion to God; and of the reafons which engage 
them to devote hentives to the minilry. ‘They moft 
eppear poffetted of acute, or at léaft of promifing faculties 
for improvement. Andas the greatelt attention ts paid to 
their education, and the difpofition with which they are 
admitted, fecures the moft unremitting application to 
fludy, their improvement hath been hitherto remarka- 
bly rapid, confidering the neceflity of beginning in mok 
inflances with the frit rudinients of grammar in each of 
the languages. | 
This infitution promifes the greateft utility. The 
education and maintenance of the fludents ts entirely 
free: and at the expiration of the term of their fudies, 
when they have been examined, and judged fit to pro- 
feed to the miniftry, they are.under no reltri¢tions, but 
“may apply for admiffion into the eftablifhed Church, or 
any other denomination of Chriftians. If Chrift be but 
preached, the end of our feminary is anfwered.. 


Thus, among thofe who bear the name of Methodifis, 
there are three diftin&t bodies, the features of which are 
wery difcriminating. Indeed, like the term Pucti/ty the 
name of Methodi/t is often applied to ferious perlons, 
who have no conne€tion immediately with the focieties 


of Mr. Wefley or Mr. Whitlield, or the fucceffors of ¢ 


Lady Huntingdon. But each of thefe, though denomi.’ ~ 

nated by the general name of Methodifis, has a difcipline 
and regulations peculiar to themfelves : thefe { fhall 
ate remark. 


he body of Resins Methoditts, who dete 
ie name and order from Mr. W siley, parlue the 
R x 
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oe. ” 
yee. IMPARTIAL. HISTORY. OF Per. & 


plan laid down by him. During his life, fuch was his 
perfonal influence, that it rendered his recommen: 
dations the general rule of their fotiety ; fo that all 
his people, throughout the Britifh dominions, to which 
allo America might be added, looked up to him as 
their “prefident and direG@ior. His time was fpent 
in one continued voyage or journey, vifiting regular. 
ly every fociety ‘in ihe valt circle of his connection, 
and ufually preaching every day, and frequently twice 
or thrice. He accuftomed all bis congregations to bis 
plan of i itinerancy and a frequent change of miniflers. 
A general conference annually fixed the Rations of the 
_preachers, and fettled two or three within a certain dif- 
tif, round which they moved in the courfe of a fortnight 
cor three weeks, generally preaching fomewheré every 
evening, and holding focieties for prayer and mutual 
exhortation. All who joined in thefe, contributed'a 
{mall fum weekly for the fupport of the general work, 
which flewards appointed, regularly accounted for. 
By this a areenon was made for the maintenance of 
the preachers, according to the nuinber of their families, 
or occafional neceflities, ‘The profits arifing from pub. 
lications, circulated from a prefs of their own, very con- 
‘iderably increafe this fund for the fupport of their 
caufe. Sometimes the flay of the preachers in their 
rounds is continued. for more than one year, but this is 
fixed at the general’ conference. ‘The fame fteps have — 
been parfued fince Mr. Wefley’s death : they‘admit no 
prefident, but a few of the moft able preachers fway 
their deliberations. On the whole, confidering the naz 
ture of fuch a body, united merely by voluntary affo. 
ciation, it is amazing that more difputes and  divifions 
have not arifen, Their zeal, their a@tivity, and ufeful. 
nefs, continue undiminifhed. ~ America, ‘and the Lee- 
ward Iflands have been greatly benefited by their [a- 


™~ 
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bors, as well as the feveral parts of the Britith domin. 
” Jons.in Europe ; ; and the impulle given, to this great 
machine, is continued in the fame line of dire€tion by 
thofe who fit in the annual conference. For fome time 
paft they have had. as ordination among themlelves, and 
now the people generally communicate with their own 


teachers: their connection with the eflablifhed Church > 


is hereby greatly weakened ; and it will probably iffue 
ina compleat feparation, not from any averfion to epil- 
-copal government, but from-defpair of procuring epilco. 
pal ordination for the paltors whom they have chofen, 


2. The Ehouars of Mr. ' Whitfield are, in ‘the aggre- 
gate, a body nearly as numerous as the former, but not 
fo copspaét and united. Their principles being Calvin- 
iftic, Fecommended them elpecially to the various de- 
nominations of diffenters, and to thofe of the reformed 
_-Yeligion in Scotland and abroad... A great number of 
thefe joined Mr. Whitfield, as well as multitudes, who 
left the eftablifhed Church. Thefe were formed into 
congregations in divers places, who, though confider. 
ing themifelves as one body, have. not the. "eine union 
and interchange as the followers of Mr. Wefley. The 
firfl and principal of the churches, at Tottenham-court, 
obferves the Church ceremonials and liturgy, the others 
-ufe in general free prayer. Yet thefe confider them- 
felves not.as diflin& independent churches, but form- 
ed under a foederal conne@lion: and fome of thefe 
“have no fated paftor, but are fupplied by a rotation of 
minifters. They have an ordination among themfelves ; 
_and where there is a ftationary minifiry, they flill hold 
_conneétion with each other, and come up as invited or 
_called upon to the greater congregations, for a fixed 
fpace according to an appointed routine. All thele 


pages of worfhip are fupported, not like Mr. Wefley’ 3s 
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by a genbral fund ; but the expenfes of ie meciing,, 
and falaries of Miniter: are provided .by the feveral». 
congregations, and collected and expended in each by 
ftewards chofen out of the principal people. The great 
chapels, in London, are managed by truflees, who were | 
_ firll appointed by Mr. Whitfield himfelf ;, and on thein. . 
feveral demiles, ‘have moft faithfully and difinterefledly. 
devolved the truft on others, ; men hitherto above fufpi. 
cion, and themfelves the mof liberal fupporters of the 
caufe entrulled to their care ; and thus fo far from die. 
minifhing Gnce Mr. Whitfield’s death, the numbers wha . 
have joined them are valily increafed. They are every 
day growing more into bodies of real difienters,and lofing | 
the attachment to the Church, which was at firft frongly 
preferved. Yet they continue very different, from. the 
indepe cndents, whom they moft refemble, ina variety of 
particulars—refpetting itinerancy, church. government, 
change of miners, and mutual asd more, open com- 
munion. Thefe congregations are very numeroufly, 
and very ferioufly auended. No where is. the life of. 
godlinefs more appareatly as a The lay preach- ue 
ers, however, are comparitively become few, the mofk: 
having been ordained among them: ‘elves ; and the bo 
dy is. not governed by a, genezal conference, nor, the. .- 
work fupported by a common flock: but each congres:,. 
gation provides for its own expenfes, Some chapels a. 
round London depend for their fupplies of preachers, to 
be, furnifhed from the great. bodies in the metropolis. 
The richer congregations are always ready: to, \alfitt 
the poore: in building or enlarging places of worfhip, . 
andin helping a recent and weaker fociety, till they, 
became fatie ently numerous, and able. to, defray their 
own expenies. . 
-g. As the countefs of Huntingdon Tek all her nume- .- >) 
vous chapels i in the hands of SUE Khe they purfue exadls 
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ly the famié' method of procedure as ise did. A num. 
ber of minifters of the eflablithed Church, and efoccial- 
ly from Wales, where fhe long refided, continue to fup. 
ply in rotation the larger chapels of ber eeéion ; and, 
tholé who were her fade nts) in her college in Wales, or. 
have fince been educated at Chefhunt, with others ap-.. 
proved and chofen for the work are difperfed through 
Great-Britaia and Ireland. All thefe miniflers ferve 
in filccefion ; wet depending upon the congregations 
in which’ they minifter for their fupport, but on the trul 
tees, uiider whofe dire€tion they move. Every congre. 
gation furnifhes a fipulaied maintenance to the miniller 
during bis refidence among them, and his travelling ex- 
penfes: but is no Congregation do they remain as flat. 
ed paflors, but expett a fucceffor, as foon as the time 
affixed for their Ray is compleated. ‘Nor can any of the, 
congrégations difmifs the perfon refident, or procure a’ 
change, but by application to the truflees, fuch being 
the conditions on which they engage to fupply them 
with a fucceflion of minifters. If any minifter is peeul. 


jarly ufeful, and requeft is made that his flay may. be: 


prolonged, it is ufually complied with ; nay, fomnetimes 
at the defire of the people he is allowed to fettle among. 
them, liable however to a call. of two or three months 
annually, to be employed in the work at large. And if 
any rainiflert is not acceptabl C, OF his miniftry bencficial, 
his Ray is fhortened, and be is removed to another (a0), 


tion. Two rules are eftablifbed and known : (1.) That, 


Gee: 


_ if any perfon leaves the connelion, to which he has no 


tie, but choice, he is admitted into it no more ; Though 
the truflees es cordially rejoice in his ufefulnefs in an- 
other denomination of Chriftians, as in their own. (2) 
It is alfo conflantly enforced, that if any man Pepe 


from the Calviniftic articles "OF the Church of Anal aasie 


‘OF incbire reproach by any accufation of immorality, he 
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js fummoned to ‘egculpate himfelf before. the truflees, 
and heard with all candor ; but if the faét be eflabiith- 
ed, he is difmiffed, without any poflibility of being ev> 
er again admitted to minifler in any of their congrega- 
tiohe. The bent of thefe congregations jis) ftrongly to 
the eftablifhed Church. Her hieurgy issufed in publie 
worfhip in all the principal chapels. Minifters of the 
eftablifhmient, fuchis the lenity of the -times ferye with- 
out interruption. - Indeed, all perfecution for. religious 
differences is become fo oppofite to the fpirit of the’ nas 
tion, that thefe things ufually pafs without cenfure, 
i ot the bithops. themfelves wifh not to alienate 
large bodies of the moft aftive and exemplary Chrthians, : 
farther from the Church by ufelefs irritation. - 


Ttis obfarpabhes that all thefe ile bodies, ‘though 
driven to worfhip in places of their own eredtion, in of. 
der to fecure the preaching of fuch evangelical princi- 
ples, as they cannot find in the churches in general, 
would be happy to have the caufe removed, that hath 
compelled them to thefe expedients: and were the 
hithops and clergy zealous to inculcate the great funda- 
mentals of gofpel truth, and to:adorn the do@rine by. a 
Vife of {piriiual religion, the’ greater part of thefe partial 
feceders would probably return ta the forms and wor- 
frip of the eftablifhed Church. As it is, their numbers 
eyery day increafe,; and whilft careleffaefs and. luke- 
warmnels caufe the noblelt edifices to be deferted, every 
Jittle meeting is crowded with hearers, wherever a min- 
iter, earriell. and SHANGE HEA labors from his heart, for 
the falvation of men’s louie’ . 


* An awful proof of this I very daccts received from 2 clergy 
wean, on whofe veracity 1 can fully depend. He had preached i in 
‘dhe morning, where the lecturer of one of the noblel churches i . 


~ x 
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Such has been the progrefs of what is called Method- 
ifm in the greater bodies, that more. isimediately, bear 
that name » but it hath Spread-in a prodigious manner, 
‘both anieng. thole of the church as well-as the difleriers 
from it ; and bas been the means of rekindling the zeal 
of very many, fo as to produce avait alteration for the - 
‘better in the conduct of choufands and tens of ihoufands. 
Predileétion forthe eflablifhment, flrongly. attaches ma. 
‘py to it, who have received their religious imprefMfions 
from one or thevother of thefe Methodifl. focieties, or 
from fome. of their own clergy, who lye under the impa@. 
tation of being melhodiflicaily unelined, vbat is, fuch es 
hiterally and with apparent. zeal inculcate. the dodtrinal 
articles they have fub{cribed, and live in a tiaie of 
greater piety and feparation from the. world, than thé 
generality of their bre:hren. » The number of thele is of 


the heart of the city of Loadon read prayers, and being indifpofe d, 
he exprefled a with, that he could get his le@urethip fupplied thax 
afternoon. My friend humar,ly offered his t:rvices, and the lec- 
turer begged him to be pundual at threes After‘a walk of two 
miles, he entered the Church.a few minutes: before the time, avd 
was furprifed notto perceive an individual in the church, except 
._ the boy who was tolling the bell with the furplice on his arin. 
“He went into the veftry, and was but juft ‘fat down, whet a mah 
in black opened the door, and walking ip addreffed hini witha 
‘very confequeotial air— Pray, Sir, who may-you be #7. Who 
amt ??’—/uch a one—and come to preach for your leciurer this ’ 
afternooa,” ‘There was no body here lalt Sunday,” Said this 
‘important perfonage, as the clock ftruck, “and lice no body 
today.” Upon which, taking up ‘his hat, be thalked off with 
dignity, faying, * Let us depart in peace,” and left the clergy- 
man overwhelmed with indignation sagen neo Theie 
things ought not foto be. On the Lord’s*day—in the mid of 
the city of Loidon—in ene of its’ moft beautiful churches—vor an 
individual attended for two fuccefive'dabbaths. ‘bere mult bes 
‘eaule for cHects fo awful, [Axthor’s Note.} 
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“Tate” anes increaled. Where before fearecly amar 


of this flamp could be found, fome hundreds, as reftors 
or curates in the eftablifhed Church, inculcate the does 
teines which are branded with methodilm ; and every 
where, thropghout the. kingdom, one or more, and 
fometimes feveral, are to be found within the compafs 
of a few miles, who approve themfelves faihfol laborers 


in-the. Lord’s vineyard. They naturally affociate a. 
mong themfelves, feparate from the cerry which i 


in the world. Every where hey carry the Ramp of pe- 


euliarity, and are marked by their brethren. Though 


carefully conforming to eftablifhed rules, and ftidly 
regular, they are every where objects of reproach, be- 


eaufe their condu&t cannot but reflect on tholfe who 


choofe not to follow fuch examples. They pay con. 
fcientious attention to the fouls of their parifhioners ; 
converfe wih them on fpiritual fubjeéts, wherever 


they vifit; encourage prayer and praile in the feveral 


families andar theic care ; often meet them for’ thefe 
purpofes and engage them to mect and edify one anoth. 
er, Their exemplary converfation procures them rev- 
erence from the poor of the flock, as their faithful re. 


bukes often bring upon them the difpleafure of the 


worldling, the diffipated and the carelefs. They joi 
in none of the fafhionable amufements of the age, 
frequent not. the theatres, or {cenes of diffipation, court 
no favor of the great, or human refpe&s ; their time 
aad fervices are better employed in the more important 
Jabors of the miniftry, preaching the word in. feafon, 
out of feafon, and counting their work their belt wages. 
They labor, indeed, under many difcouragements. All 
the fuperior ordi of the clergy ‘thun their fociety. 
They have been often treated by their diocefans with 
much infolence and oppreffion, They can number no 
bifhop, nor fcarcely a dignitary among them. Yet their 
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_ number, fren thy and relpeGability, continue increaf. 
_ ing. | May. t ey Boe into. _an holt, Tike ‘the nore xa 


od De 
SL BISNIS pekient bees yt re Shas ticki ot 


_ By mes labors of ef mot excellent men chee coh- 


ms ~ gregations of Methodilts and” diffenters are greatly en- 


Wes: 


5 _ choice. of a fucceffor, find a man placed over them of . 


_ Jarged ; and though during their fives and inedinbency, 
“they “fill their churches, and diminifi “the “number of 
.. feparatifts ; ‘yet on their ‘death or removal, they aninten- 
“tionally add all the moft fefious part of th éir flock’ to 
Mae brethrén who are of a like {pirit. For when the 
. peopl e have Joft their gogd clergyman, and having no 


an utterly. different temper and conduf ; in do€trine er. 


w roncous, as in his life unexemplary ; : they are nuturally 
_ driven to feek the fame means of edification to which they. 


“have been accuftomed, and which God hath given: them 


. the grace to know bow truly to appreciate : as they 


age no fuch attachment to church walls, as to be con- 
fined to them, where Ichabod is written thereon. When 
therefore they can hear nothing truly edifying from their 
_, parih minifter, they fearch out fome Methodift chapel, or 
. diffenting meeting, where the evangelical and reformed 
_ doGrines are taught, and where a people like themfelves 


‘ _ worfbiping God in {pirit, affemble for mutual edifica- 


% 
mr 


fpirit of 


tion ; and if they can find no fuch, they raife one ;. af- 
oa ge among themfelves and appointing the moft zeal 
ous and bell informed to edify them : or meking appli- 
cation for fuch to fome one of the bodies of “Methodills 


a or Diffenters. 


Itisa pleafing feature of the prefent'day, that the 
leration and candor appears of late more dif. 
_perfecution difcountenanced, though not ut. 
Heontinueds Dare: the firft flruggles of Meth. 


Ss 


fufed 
ee d 


— 
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odifm, many hatih and fevere meafures. were wakcas and 
‘wicked or prejudiced magiftraces pufh-d the penal laws 
againlt fe€taries to the extreme. Of late they have al- 
mott wholly flept, and thofe who were formerly deipifed 
and hated, at prefent are under a lefs odium from their 
profeffion, and more refpeéted by their brethren. Their 
numbers have given them confequence in the national 
fcale. The perilous times have engaged the chief at. 
tention of their countrymen, It is not a day to difcoure 
age religion, when impiety and infidelity are come in 
like a flood. Every government muft perceive,. that 
thofe citizens are ‘moft valuable, whole obedience and 
peaceablenefs are firengthened by en principles. 


The ate of real godlinefs among us in “general, fas 
fos totic ine paft certainly beenon the increafe. The 
clergy in the Church, many of them at leaft, have been 
‘engaged to change the firain of moral preaching, for 
more frequent notice of the orthodox principles of | 
Chrift’s divinity and atonement, and the neceflity oftrue . 
holinefs. But it muft be confeffed that even truth itfelf 
freezes upon the lips of thofe whofe heart is not inflam- 
ed.with the love of it ; and who do not feel for others’ 
fouls by having felt the importance. of fecking the fal. 
vation. of their own, — ‘ 


ee) 


“The orthodox diffenters maintain a eeu pro- 
feflion. The Arian and Socinian congregations, which 
a few men of learning and philofophic attainments 
fousht to fupport, have dwindled almoft to_ nothing 3 $ 
, and the only large and zealous bodies are thofe in which 
the ancient’ reformed do@rines are maintained with all 
their vigor, and this chiefly by minifters, wh derive. 
their birth from one or other of the great M itt fon 
eicties, : * . 


a 
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To this fource alfo are chiefly to be traced the zeal- 
ous and fuccefsful efforts made of late by the Mifiona~ 
vy Soceety, which hath been already mentioned, to fend 
the gofpel among the heathen. And it may qaflly be 
reckoned among the fingelar and bappy effects, which 


have already refulted from this attempt to evangelize 


the lands of darknefs and defpair, that {uch an endear- 


: ed union and cordiality hath been reftored. among the 


various denominations of Chriflians, who had fo long 


“flood ina fate of repulfion from each other, They 
‘have now agreed to facrifice educational prejudices, 
and narrow bigotry, on the altar of Chriltian love. 


Englifh and Scots, Epifcopalians and Pre{b) terians, 


Methodilts and Independents, have united jn the great 


objeét of a heathen miffion, and feleaaniy pledged them. 
felves to each other, that neither politics, nor our differ. 
ent peculiarities fhall mingle with the gofpel truth, 
which we defire to impart to the nations, but that all 


who go on this felf denying fervice fhail have but one 


injunction from us to preach and teach Jefus Chrift in 
primitive implicity ; _prefcribing no exclufive church 

order, or form of difeipline ; ; but wifhing every man to 
maintain {rue communion with his brethren, and when- 
ever fuccefs fha!l crown their labors, and ccngregations 
be formed among our black, or brown, or olive colored 
brethren, to avoid as me as poflible all difputes about 
matters non-eflential, to follow to the beft of their judg. 
ments, the fcriptural model of the Gofpel Church ; and 
to maintain carefully among themfelves, the unity of the 
{pirit in the bond of peace. Nor hath this noble at. 
tempt failed to attraé& the notice of our foreign brethren, 

whole correfpondence hath teflified their high delighs 
at our commencements, who are ptaj ing for its abun. . 
dant fuccefs, and in America, and on the Continent 
have been roufedip to fimilar exertions, and are pre- 
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pating torun the fame race with us, where, emulation i is 
laudable, and ambition to excel a truly, Chriftian grater 


EBS Miffionary Society hath alfo produced. the hap- 
pick efe&s at home. Many of its members have be.- 
gun to exertthemlelves vigoroutly to fpread the evangel. 
ica! doctrines in their various neighborhoods. Different 
itinerant focieties have been eftablifhed, in order to 
fend inftruGion to the poor in the villages where the 

gofpel is not preached ; to open {chools for their chil- 
dien ; to converfe with the ignorant, and vifit the fick ; 
and many congregations every Lord’s day, fend out 
: forne of their moft zealous and intelligent members for 
thefe gracious parpoles. By this means much attention 
hath been awakened in the fouls of many, and promifing 
appearances give good hope through grace, t that this la- 
bor of love will not be in vain in the Lord. Probably 
not lefs than five hundred places for divine worthip | have 
been opened within the laft three years. 


Many. of the epifcopal clergy and others of Leni prin: 
' Sipe: and faithful hearts, who for reafons apparently to 
them juRifiable, had withheld theafelves from the more 
enlarged ete for miffions, compofed of all denomina. 
tions, have felt themfelves either reproved or excited to 
ake fome Gmilar efforts among their brethren ; confin. 

_ ing thermfelves., exclufively to the dominant profeflion, 
‘heir focjety-is yet in embryo, but it will not want en. 
couragement; and all who have ‘the good of fouls at 
cheart alt therein rejoice, if the gofpel of Chrift be 
spore diffufively fpread. Their faccets will gladden our 


heares, and the more enlarged and wagorous their ipetores, 
the more fhall they be praifed.: is 


hk would be truly bappy if ses miavements, on. eve 
y fide engaged the attention of thaptwo long. fablilh. 


‘. 
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ed focieties among us, for propagating the Gofpel tn for. 
eign parts, and for promoting Chriftiian knowledge, 
Tr “belr funds are-immente, and adeq uate to any under. 
taking. Ti is to be lamented tha thgfe. who bave been 
cholen by. them hitherto, have a Often been feleGied 

with fo jittlé regard to miffionary. talents; and that 

their yait revenues have not anfwered any very confid- 

erably ufeful purpofe ; at leaft none fuch as might have 

been hoped, if their choice bad been more: judicious, 

and the plans for promoting the gofpel more vigoroufly. 
purfued. Shou! da bappy turn be given to thele focie- 

ties, and men of Gad arile, and be patronifed by them, 

as they have all the countenance and help of govern. 

ment to forward their efforts, it is impoffible to fay what 

a door of entrance might be epened to tbe Gentiles, j in 

the yet unexplored, and unattempted regions of the’ 
world ; efpeciallly in New Holland ; the ifles of the 

Pacis Ocean ; the northern parts of America ; 2nd a- 

bove all, in the immenfe regions of Africa, flill to us a 

terra incognita, . A glorious {cene |. but 1 fear a blef. 

fing rather to be hoped. si realiled in my day now — 
drawing io-its Preniont . 


a, am fede, the ius Ch jack af Chrift, antl I | 
-am filled with comfort at the {pread of the abfael in our 
land: Multitudes in the ¢/lablifhed Church, ‘mMinifiers 
and people, are blefled monuments of redeeming love. 
Multitudes of every. denomination and: high in faithful - 
and vigorous exertions for the glory of our common 
Lord. . 1am fure he willfay, 1 have much people ia 
this place. And: amidft all our miferies, which are 
not few, and our profpeéts,. which, as a nation, have 
been abundantly difcoureging, this is the great fheet an- 
chor of hope to every real believer. If the Lord had 


hs _, EMPARTIAL HISTORY OF — | [Pur.g. . 


meant to deftroy us, he would not have fhewed us, as 
-Manoah’s wife obferved, fach and fuch things. 

| It is true we he ye liberally partaken of the fafhiona- 
ble philofopby, and among the wile, the mighty, and the 
noble, the empire of {cepticifm is widely extended, and 
faith defpifed as fable.. It hath defcended to the men. 
jal fervant behind the chair, and 10 the drayman, who 
can blafpheme and deride religion. But againft this en. 
emy that cometh in like a flood, the {pirit of the Lord 
continues to lift up the ftandard of his gofpel, and ma-+ 
ny are not afhamed to fight manfully under the banner 
of the crofs.. Indeed the mode of the conteft is chang 
‘ed : It is not now between true religion and falfe reli. 
gion, but between true religion and no religion. 7 


Before I quit. this fubje€, it may be worth a mo~ 
ments attention, to {ketch a portrait of the two great 
characters who eminently contributed to this revival of 
religion among us. As both favored me with their cor. 
dial regard, and though more in unifon with the one 
than the other, I have ‘ever defired to: give honor -to 
wkom honor is due, and hope never to be afhamed of 
the friendfhip of Joun Wesiex. Hens 


Joun, Wesiey was, of the inferior fize, his viffage 
marked with intelligence, fingularly meat and plain in 
his drefs ; a little caft in his-eye, obfervable on partic- 
ular occafions ; upright, graceful, and remarkably ac. 
tive. His underftanding, naturally excellent and acute, 
was highly ftored with the attainments of ‘literature : 
aod he poffefled a fund of anecdote and hiftory, that” 
rendered his company as entertaining as inftru€tive. 
His mode of addrefs in public was chafte and folemn, 
though not illumined with thofe corufcations of ele.’ 
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quence: which marked, if ] may ufe that expreffion, the 
difcourfes of his rival George Whitfield ; but there was 
a divine fimplicity, a zeal, a venerablenefs i in his man- 
per, whieh commanded attention, and never forfook 
-him in his lateft years ; when at fourfcore he retained 
all the frefhnefs of vigorous old age. His health was 
remarkably preferved amidit’a fcene of labor and per- 
petual exertions of mind and body, to which few have 
been equal. Never man poffefled greater perfonal in- 
fluence over the people conne@ed with him. - Nor waz 
it ah eafy tafk to direét fo vaft a machine, where amid tt 
fo many hundred wheels in motion, fome moved eccen. 
trically,-and hardly yielded to the impulfe of the main- 
fpring. I need not fpeak of the exemplarinefs of his 
life, too many eyes were upon him to admit of his halt. 
ing ; hor could his weight have been maintained a mo 
ment longer, than the fulleft conviétion impreffed his 
people, that he was an eminently favored faint of God, 
“and as diftinguifhed for his holy walk, as for his vaft a. 
bilities, earl canine labor, and fingular ufefulnels. 


His enemies seviled iinrsiond would if poflible reb 
him of the meed of well-deferved honor, by imputing to 
him objets below the prize he had in view. Never 

_was a more difinterefted charaGer; but he was a man, 
and he muff have been more than man, if with the con- 
{cioulnefs of his own devotednefs, the divine bleffing on 


his labors, and the high admiration, in which he was 


held by his followers, be had ‘not fometimes thought of 
himfelf more highly than he ought to think. We ex- 
hibit no faultlefs monfters. Elias was a man of like paf- 

fions as ourlelves, , 


His Cider fbadlon led- him to imagine that the glo- 
rious head: of the Church favored him with efpecial in- 
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»terpoftions ia his behalf, which he was fometimes Senge | 
“td conftree as miraculous. SRY ateade ia each tee) 


a May er oe ‘ 1 RR A 
ee eT 


By , 
ihe 


Urrte yielded a too woredsiegs ear A the. etn Be) 
Spence of others, and: was thus. bs ip the dupe of i ig: 


re 


_Porante and taiapt copter ie 

ape haftily at. filed nak: wins Peale, saicuene. | 
bots eer Peeve cnatgate ‘siahbdedins 2 Abe. £0, retract or 
fofen. iP ea5g mide “a Roe a age eT 


~ 


‘In the article of atedane He ated santo to athe 
veenhey he’profefféd: to ‘recommend ; bat.this, change 
of fentiment and conduct implied: nothing criminal, “Une. 
Tets 1 were _— itive would of ‘ia faenyen determination. ) 


ER: SoH) 


His fevered avevfivi to i hie catlae ek tare Gala: 
“tie, might be fuppofed to proceed froma. confcientious 
eB adieaiiin: that they. had aa unfavorable afpet on 
“the practice of {piritual - religion, however groundlefs 
~ fach fuppofition was in reality, and however evident the 
contrary effects appeared in thofe who held them. But 
bis bitternels and alperity towards thofe who defended 

_ them, and his harth imputations on the God they wor. 
- fhiped, whatever peerpcayens J he might by were ut. 
er isexcufable.. ay 

But above’ all,’ ~ which wibaseredea in Mr. John 
Se the moft “cenfurable part of his conduét, was 

his very unfair (tatement of the arguments of his Calvin. 

_ iftic adverfaries, which in a man of his acutenefs of in- | 
Bic hardly admit the plea of ‘onintentional mif 
take. 

Tam called t upon to {peak the shite ‘aie I ho it from 
my heart, without refpeti of perfons, 10 the beft of ‘n ny 


\ 
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koowledgs. Mr. Welley is gone to give an ‘account 3 
of himfelfto his proper Judge, bp whom I doubt not 
all his iniquity is pardoned, and his infirmities covered. 
Aad now that envy and: —. hawe bees fometime 
jaid affeep in his grave, I rejoice in obfervirg bis. char. 
aGer rife in general eftimation, aod moft bighly refpeft- 
ed by thofe. who knew him belt. It wil] now hardly 
be a queftion with any man, wheeber he would not rath- 
‘er have been John Wefley, who died not worth tea 
pounds, than Lavington, igh of Sinetots who fo bit. 
ps este him.* 


cones Wartirees sae thie! foncot-ae annck keeper 
at Gloucefler. From his early youth he had received 
deep impreflions of religion ; and he carried with bim 
‘to the Univerfity of Oxford, a fertoufnefs of mind very 
uncommon. He began his aftive career; even before 
‘he was in orders, vifting the prifons- and inhrudting | 
‘the poor. - Bifhop Benfon was fo delighted with his 
early piety, that be ordained him at the age of twenaty- 
‘one. And his firft tere was a ti so i abr oat of oa 


-* T cannot ane an anecdote refpeding that j tiuetefate enemy 
of Methodifts and Moravians. The author of the efe volumes had 
been educated under the tuition of that aed fervant of Chrift, 

‘Samuel Walker, minifter of Truro. After fudying at Oxford, 
intending to enter into holy orders, he applied to this bithop, with, 
_a teftimonial from of the country, figned by this apottolic laborer, 

Mr. Mitchel, reétor of Verrian, and Mr. Penrofe vicar of Gluvi- 
#3; men in the neareft i intimacy with Mir. Walker, aud clergymen 
of the firft refpecability in the diocefe ; but the bifhop Tefufed to 
“eoanterfign the teftimonial,as “ of men worthy of credits’ and af 


| Signed-as his reafon, that thisemineyt faint of God * prReacn:p 


YADTH wirHouT worxs!” It hasbeen jong fince dec: ged whoie 
“works have been found approved before the gieat Judge of quick 
gaddead. {Anthor’s Note. ] 

if as 


ie 
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future popularity, being heard with the mo uncommon 
and awakened’ concern. His perfoa was manly, and 
arew large, ae be advanced in years, his voice remarka. 
bly mulical, and capable of the mofl various intonations, 
with a natural eloquence, too fingular not 10 command 
the moft profound dttentiom, His manner was often 
‘highly graceful and oratoria!l ; and though a.caft in his 
eye, flrongly marked, prevented the vivid impreflion 
which that organ is peculiarly fuited to make, yet no 
man with fuch a difadvantage ever looked with flrong. 
er fenfibility : and after a fecond hearing the defect 
was forgotten. Never man poffeffed a greater command 
of the human paftons or better knew the way to the 
confcienees of his hearers : he had arrows in bis quiver, 
‘that himfelfonly knew how to fharper. | His. literary 
attainments were moderate, though not defective in. the 
learned languages; but his thorough acquaintance with 
the Scripture, and the peculiar art of introducing and 
iluftrating every fubjye€t he treated, not only won the 
ear to liften, but left an imprefiion on the mind: never 
to be effaced, His labors in’ both hemifpheres were 
immenfe : his couraye undaunted ; his zeal unquench- 
able ; he fell a martyr to: his work! ‘Bhe:volnee ofthc 
exertions often fhook his confitution, whilft the more 
placid Wefley, with equal conflancy of preaching, pre- 
ferved his are fourfcore and upwards, unimpaired. 
Perhaps no'man fince the days of St.-Paul, not even 
Luther himfelf, was ever perfonally biel to the: call, 
and codverfion of ‘fo many fouls. from darknefs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, as George 
Whitield., The immenfe colleGtions be ma i for. th 
inable ‘purpoles fharpened the tongue of flander. Time 
bath affixed the feal of integrity to all his procedures. 
‘He was reviled for bis unguarded expreflions, and fome 
‘enthufiaflic flights ; but he difarmed his enemies by in- 


a” 
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genuous acknowledgments and corre€tion of his miftakes. 
How a youth furrounded with fuch a popularity, and 
coufcious of his own powers, was preferved from hatch= 
ing the old ferpent’s egg, laid in every human be cart, is 
wonderful. The keen eye. of malevolence was upoR 
him’ ready to feize’ ocealion againft, bim, or to. make it : 
‘and itis'a proof of no inconfiderable excellence, where 
fo many watched for bis hallingy: that. amidft “the molt 
viralent-abule, fo litthe»could be found ju/t/y toraccufe 
him. ‘They who knew him beftomult witnefs, how. bos: 
lily and unblameably be had. his converfation in. the 
‘world. Indeed he was fo taken up with the anwearied 

“dabors of bis minifiry, in preaching, religious exercifes, 
and adyice’ to thofe who were daily applying tohim,that 
he’ bad fometimes fearcely leifure: for neceflary. food. 
The very things for which be was: abufed, he efteemed 
his glory ; and refolved to. fpend and be {pent in the 
fervice of the fouls for whom Chrift died... But be had 
‘his {pots, and fo -hath the fun. Hle would have himfelf 
acknowledged many'more than the neareft of his friends, 
orthe bittereft of his enemies could difcover. He is 
‘now alike beyond cenfare or commendation. .What I 
remarked i in’ him, L will, tears and, not be afhamed, 

Tn his sidicbing he ele Cities shorn the ludicrous 
to the debafement of the dignity of the facred minifiry. 
‘He'told a ftory fo well, that it feduced him occafionally 
to purfue'a vein of annie more fuited, to excite mfi. 
bility than to‘awaken feriou!nefs ; though fome amptel- 

sie truth, aay ene ne relation. 


eT hve navphictl ers of sasiita str ie adopted 
“with too’ partial affeGlion, feems to have engaged him in 
‘difficulties and immenfity of expenie, greater than, any 
reeniny viens ever appeared to be derived from it ; and 
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the vatt colle@ions he made for ity though faithfully ape 
Lettie ae yngmandle to the flanders of fulpicions d sigigel 


es too. Frequently indulged i in enlace of the clerays 
ta however juft they might be, feemed thé eifedt of 
refentment, and wouid rather tend: to exalperate than 
conciliate their attention. Yet it is well known he. was 
remarkably kind {pirited, and averfe to controverfy and 
its bitternefs ; and his moth witimate friends will bear. 
me witnels, that his temper was as amiable and his con- 
verfation as fiagularly che eetalnas bis piety was deep 
iia NE BAG. SS ates eae Tye Ae 


On the: w ava asa nan, ag a enedsanee asia piste 
we thall not, I fear, leok vponbis: hke again {peedilys 
After. paffing through ewil report and gaod. report, during 
more: that, thirty years. ef incellant Jaber, be enters 
éd into his ref in. Atmetica,* which-had peculiarly ben 
efited by his vifits; Having crofied the Atlantic thir. 
teen times, to ponaahs the everlafiing gofpel, with) the 
power of the Holy- Gbhof, fent down from, Heavens 
Whatever, igpatence of his real charaQter, the fatuity of. 
prejudice, or the infolence of pride may have fuggefedy: 
the: day.is ogening. when his great and adorable Mafter 
will condemn every tongue that hath. rifen up in judg. 
ment againtt him, and fay in the prefence, of men-and 
angels, Well done good and faithful jfenbanily? enies 
thou into: the j jo ae vied hordgaren eioian® eee: 

L ton aan is looses on. hele op ae nearer our 
own homes, as to us more peculiarly interefting, and al. 
fo,. oa fhould thefe. sien ever sone attention 


pe nicfield died at « Nenburpot & cn en sth of F Se 
V7 Foy iM the 5eth year of his aes 1 sas ee de 
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four fortign brethren, the truce. chavaQer of perfonages 
ber knawh; who “have by their revilers, and aa 
ona world, been {fo grofsly mufreprefented. Their 
record is with the Moft. High ; and in his prefence { 
{peak wht I have known, and teflify what I have feea 
without partiality pepe lyiioie wha8 nora caidas 


“scot LAN Dp. 


a nial atore tibiae ate over the: flare of de Scot- 
tif Chureh ; too much Jike the Englifh, declined from 
her own firll principles and primitive fimplicity. Her 
minifters exalted in all human fcience and philofopbical 
attainments above their predeceffors ; more polifhed ia 
Ryle and manners 5 deeper in mathematics and meta~ 
phyficks ; but not-more evangelical, more zealous, 
more sbucst dae -No where have more admite@ authors 
won the public approbation ;.no where have more dan- 
gerous and determined infidels appeared to-corrupt the 
principles of the age : and the queftions which have ‘of 
late been difeuffed in the general affembly, awfully de- 
monfirate bow great a body preponderates there, againft 
the advocates for the ancient do@rines, and the faith 
once delivered to ‘the faints. 


ne the: Seottifh Chorch: grew tip degrees’ more asd 
more into a worldly fan&tuary, the abufes of patronage, 
and other things, which grieved and difgufted many of 
her moft excellent paftors, produced divifions. Thefe 
led tothe Prefbytery of Relief, the Seceders, the Burgh-— 
ers, aod Anti.burgbers, the fhades of whofe difetences 
this hiftery cannot particularize. Yet smbrigathote 
much of the power of real godlinefs remained. Anhoft 
arofe, with the famed Erfkines and their fellows at their 


Ud 
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head, who, were zealous advocates for the truth as it is 
in Te fus, and fought to ‘revive the life of religion in. 
their feveral congregations. Their labors were ethi. 
nenily: bléffed, and remarkable out-pourings of Gad’s 
foirit have been recorded in many” parts of that vine- 
yard. 1 fhun not to ufe expreffions, which’ may ‘be 
branded as enthufiafic by modetn ib ‘I believe 


the Holy Ghoft i is yet given. aye 


"Truth compels me to fay, that among ae feparatils 
of various denominations, the greateft zeal’ to promote 
the evangelical do@trines hath been difplayed, though 
the eftablifhed Church hath not ceafed to furnifh many, 
very many eminent witneffes for God, not afhamed of 
the crofs of our Lord fefus Chrift, Bilt’ daring to be fin- 
gular, and to bear his teproach. Under their miniftry, 


a numerotis and chofen people in the Scottifh Kirk, as 


well as among the diffidents, continue to be feekons ed: 
to the Lord for a BENET atOH 5 ; and proportional to their 
numbers, the members of the Kirk are generally ‘better 
informed, and more evangelical in’ profeffion, than‘the 
people Be England. But great and — awful declenfions: 
from gofpel deed muft be acknowledged and lament. 
ed! The increafe of wealth: and fafhionable manners 
have not improved their moral fyftem ;’ whilf the love 
of many hath waxed cold amidft the prevailing tafte vi 
sy i and diffipation, ” | 


“iris buever a pleafing trait, and ‘highly idetervlie 


_fmentionina work of this kind, that none have morte 


cordially come forward in the heathen miffion than our 


brethren in Scotland. ‘The fame fpirit of ‘charity and — 


ation among the truly gracious of different de- 
ions, hath foftened down the bitternefs of afper- 
ity, which bad too frequently 7 baron and 9 ie have 


“ee Bee 
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, 


agreed to anite - in tabor and. worthip, who for a long 
while had, been. i in a. fate. of utter repulfion from. Bach 
other ; whilft the riches of their liberality have demont. 
trated how deeply, they have the objeét-at heart, of feck- 
ingsthe. fouls, s. redeemed, in heathen lands, bythe. blood 
of the Lamb,. Thus hath a body of confeffors of vate 
gelical truth, cleaving Alcadiatily to God, been: yet pre- 
ferved, as exemplary i in their lives and labors, as found 
in the faith, and able advocates for the ancient reform. 
ed dohiringss, ‘ Thele, however ‘unfafhionable in the 
eyes of many, continwe to. be held fait by them as the 
moft facred depofit, aed vmoll inefimable treafure. 
‘Scotland, in general, hath thared with England, and like 
Jefurun, hath waxed fat and kicked, Such is human 
corruption, that the abounding gifts of Providence too 
often afford, eccafon. of abufe. How hardly. fhall they 
-who chave riches enter into the kingdom. of heaven'? 
Yet, when. the fpiritual Church is the object, North Brit. 
ain will not be found. the leaft among. the thoufands. of 
Afrael. 


e 


A Dlefled effort has of Sate been made to revive the 
{pirit of evangelical religion more generally in Scotland, 
‘by a Miffionary Society. inflituted for propagating. the 
Gofpel at home. A pumber of zealous, well-informed 
“men, have gone about, preaching every, wheres and sneer 
Jabors, have. been atteoded. with the happieft, effet 
r Many have been rouled. from the.torpor of Se ieitnce, 
many. called by their minutes out of darknefs into. marvel- 
ous light. This has awakened the enmity and jealoufy of 
the craftimen.; and the General A/ffembly of the Church 
of Scotland hath iffued @ pastoral admonition again thele 
faithful laborers, which breathes a bitternels an: d afperi ity’, 
that cannot fail of carrying its own antidote along with 
it, and pording up moft Mrikingly to the view of every 
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ferious mind, the difference between the revilers and the 
‘geviled. Whoever is at the pains to examine fads, and 
the affertions in this philippic againft the promoters of 
evangelical religion, will find a} many falfehoods as lines ; 
{o that happily the more it is read, the more eflencfally 
ft mult ferve the caufe which it was défigned to repro- 
bate. Thus does the Lord bring always good out of 
evil. The wrath of man fhall praife him. 


koe . IRELAND, 
“Siill unhappily funk iw darknefs and the faperfitions 
“ef popery, and little more adorned with real evangelical 
knowledge in thofe who have aflumed the name of Prot- - 
eftants, hath long afforded matter of much forrow to fueh . 
as looked for the life and power of religion. ‘The fame 
zealous advocates for fpiritual godlinefs, above reeard- 
‘ed, have paffed from England into that kingdom 5 and 
what is called Methodifm, hath fpread out its branches 
through many parts of that natton. God bas of late al- 
fo gracioufly raifed up a precious band of the clergy im 
the tftablifhed Church, though few indeed’ in number 
comparatively, and of {mall reputation among their fel- 
tows, yet are they earneflly endeavoring to revive a 
{pirit of zealand true Chriftianity ; to make ihe ‘name 
of Jefus more precious, and his authority more refpett-. 
ed. Many, I truf, by their labors, will, in the day of 
God, be written among the righteous; and when the 
Lord fhall colle@ his redeemed, be found to have been 
born there. tee vt ARI. 


* . 


s & 


4 
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It is to be lamented, that ignorance and popery - fill 
fpread their thick mifts over the bulk of the common - 
people; and that the Proteftants maintain but litle: 
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more than their-name. and. immortal hatred 10. poperys 
the general profeffion. of their. -fellow-fabjeAs. Some 

-change mult fhortly take place. The criffs approaches. 
May the God of all grace: give a npr oper ainy iflue! 

igs nat ABE et MESS : “pet eee re ae ee 


a dtas. with pléahire, } memati a hapa Pi oe 


of milhonaty labors. among them, fimilar.to that in Scot- 


Jand. In Armagh and the province ‘of Ulfer, fame faith- 
ful minifters, afleGled with the ignorance and defolations 
around them, affociated for {preading the gofpel, and re. 
folved to endeavor to roufe their fellows to a deeper 
fenfe of religious truth. They invited fome brethren 


“from England to. go over and labor among them, as i- 


tineranis, in the province of Ulhter,, and they were heard 
-with the moft awakened attention. Multitudes of pa. 
pills, aitended their minifiry in oppofition to all. the 
swarnings of their priefts, and vat congregations aflem- 
‘bled wherever thefe Sigil rnporer aernesaioh abrough 
ne fae. ae Kutt abne eee Gee Bi va bay 
is wi Sites flotation is sy see os Dublin. jp she. eon 
-purpofe, hoping to diffufe the knowledge ofa Saviour’s 
grace among their benighted countrymen, andto «cn 
their minds from the milerable diftraétion of politics, to 


ees 


the greater concerns of the falvation of immortal oe 


oi their panty be erowned: with abundant {necele }, 


- The vik ehnes oe ae chins Chapek: in. A 
staericay. and on the Continent of Europe, claim a few 
additional, remarksyand will PARE the whole oh this: pe- 

shia to its clofe. ee 
Teas. 
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THE BRITISH COLONIES, 


“ine 


 Ooce fo precious a linb of our Raita Baap one | 
‘with us in language and religion, but ‘now feparated 


from the parent ftock, and flourifhing under independ- 
ent fovereignty, detevve a memorial in the hiftory of the 
‘true Charch. From the beginning, a nuinber of zeal- 
‘ous minifters of the crofs have maintained the power of 
godlinefs in that vaft continent; and in many places 
fingular revivals of the {pirit of life have been remark. 
‘ed. Peace, riches, commerce, and increafing profperi- 
‘ty, indeed, had long ago contributed greatly to the in. 
trodu@iion of luxury and corruption into the larger ci- 
‘ties ; and though a remarkable decency of condué was 
fill generally. fidintarned- the Sabbath honored’; and 
the ftage, with its corrupting eatertainments, univerfally 
prohibited ; yet, as many grew more earthly and fenfual, 


profligacy of manners {pread and prevailed, and great — 


“declenfions from the ftri@nefs of piety, which formerly 
‘dillinguifhed them, were obfervable. To revive the 
“wack, the zealous Methodifts, often and many of them 
croffed the ocean, and preached through all the Conti- 
nent, as ‘they bad done in England, and with the great- 
eft fuccefs. Thofe, who were called by the miniftry of 
Mr. Whitfield, formed congregations of their own, or 
‘joined with the Prefbyterians and Independents, univer. 
‘fally fpread over that Continent. The focieties of Mr. 
‘Wefley were united under him, and more approached 
the epifcopal regimen. Accordingly one of that body, 
‘ordained a bifhop by the nonjuring bithops, fill fubhift. 
‘ing in Scotland, continued that form of difcipline : and 


another, I think, fultains the fame office by the appoint. 


ment, or approbation of Mr. Wefley, at his laf tranfat.. 
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lantic vifit. The zeal and aftivity of the Wefleyan 
Metheditts, is highly commendable, ;»* and they number 
more than eighty thoufand in fociety, blacks as well as 
whites, befides a vaft body of hearers, who are not re~ 
ceived into bands and claffes ; the names given to the 
fmaller private affociations, into which, both men and 
women, feparately, are diftributed. Since the peace, 
the intercourfe bas been frequent, and preachers from 
the conference go over, and cement the union between 
thofe abroad, in America, and the | eeward Iflands, and 


thofe at home. - They are faid to be ina Mey Howth 


ing and increafing ftate. 


But the general interes of religion i in America have 


fuffered greatly during the inteftine broils. The life of 


a foldier is very inimical to the progrels of godtinels, 
and when men are violently agitated with the politics of 


this world, their minds are too much taken up to attend 


to the concerns of a better. In the fcramble for wealth, 
power, and eminence, confcience is often warped by 


convenience; and ations admitted, inconfiftent with 


the ftriG piety of a holy eonvesiation. Since the, inde- 


pendence of the nation hath been eftabl; fhed, a new race 


of men hath rifen up: deeply engaged to enlarge the com. 
merce, wealth, and. importance of their republic ; and, 
like others. in fuch fituations, 100 inaticntive to. the 
greater concerns of the world to come. The increale 


of riches, and enlimited liberty, naturally led to diffipae 


tioa in the greater. cities, and to the eflablifhment of all 
thofe fafhionable fources of amufement and entertain. 


* The Wefleyan influence in this country will be thought by 


- moft Calviniftic readers to be much. overrated by ihe Author of 


this Hiftory. !t is problematical whether it be not really to the 
Siffervice of Cariftianity, 


& 
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ment), which had been profcribed by the. policy, or fe 


verity of manners ‘of the former generations. © Playo 


houles are now opened, and furnifhed with Enghfh per. 


formers, and public places of pleafure “invite the idle 


‘and luxurious to fpend their evenings together ; from 
which it would be too abfurd an idea, to foppole they 


-¢an return at fo late an hour to meet their families in 


prayer aod in praife ; pra@lices wine foemiey, obtained 


almolt in every hoale, : ae 


| “Yet. amidit ahe. sell ineneale of natives, and influx of 
frangers, many are {till found fearing God and works 


ing righteoufnefs. Nothing can be more conducive to 


the belt interes of religion, than the perfeét and com. 
plete toleration of every denomination of Chriftians, 


ibere eflablifhed.as a fundamental law :-the flate not in- 


ihe lealt interfering, nor fapporting any dominant pros 


fefSon. As the vaft number of epifcopalians, fettled in 
maany of the provinces, required a bifhop, the Englifh 


bifhops coniecrated two for America; thefe, with the. 
bifhop from the non-jurors, continue the fucceffion; - 


and as they have no courts fpiritual, no chapters, no ¢a. 
ihedrals, no provifion but the voluntary contributions of © 
the faithful, no where, probably, will there be found of 


ihe prejatical Corps, men more neatly approaching to 
primitive-epifcopacy.. It only remains that they fhould. 


be multiplied and itiherate, to become more conformed. 
to the apoftolic model, if ues eifog: ah he sponony: 


fpinit. 


The moft animated life of seligion will I probably be. 
found in America, as in England among the Methodifts, - 


e 


or thafe who fhare. the reproach of the crofs for their 
zeal and fidelity, and .non- conformity to this world, 


~The Motavians haye a few precious cohgregations. : 
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The various denominations of Chriftians have many a- 
mong them, whovhave tafted of the grace of God in’ 
truth, At’ New-York and Connecticut, the Jate vigo- 
réus efforts'to promote a heathen miffion, demonftratc, 
that zeal is not extinG among the chief of their mini 
ters and people ; and, that though ungodlinefs and diffi 
pation are commie in Wilke a flood, the fpirit ‘of the Lord is 
fill raifing up faithfal witneffles, to litt up a Randard a.” 
 gainft them. America may not improbably yet afford” 
a refuge for Europeans, if our miferies increafe ; and 


| _ receive intovits bofom the faithful, ina day of periecu-_ 


tion or defolation, which hie be be aes wa on the Eu. 
ropean nations. 


Zi - 
ee 


oH ait of a gracious Siamese from one of the None’ 
ern colonies, enables me, to adda report, as pleafing 
as authentic, of the prefent fiate of religion in bis vicin-. 
ity: and though Bofton, and the more commercial 
towns, have loft much:of the life of godlinefs, and the” 
purity of gofpel truth, both among minifters and ‘people, 
there feems to bea sige and increafing body in the 
different provinces who hold fafl the faithful word, and 
labor to fan the fpark of heavenly love and zeal, into a 
sein flame of Siem Chriftianity. : : 


Soa ae 


es *No lefs than one hundred and twenty iiontisy’ and 
e parifhes have experienced a very confiderable revival of 
religion among them, and the progres feems increafing 
~. in the middle and northern parts of Conne @licut, in ma: 
ny towns of Maflachuletts, in fome parts of Verwant, 
and the north-weftern parts of New-York. Ina fingle 
 parith of thefe a hundred perfons have been added to 
_ the number of the communicants in the {pace of one 
_ year: and like promifing appearances bave arifen in. 
& ~ weftern flates of Pennfylvania si South-Carolina. © 
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The Miffionary Society of New-York, has ‘made an 
effort to fend a miffion tothe Chickafaw Indians ; and 
the Cherokees have communicated their defire of hay~ 
tog faithful laborers among them,, to feach them the way 
of falvation. ; 


Thus ap uncommon attention to the great concerns 
of an eternal world, feems lately to have been awaken. 
ed, within. a very {hort time, through many. parts of this 
great Continent. The too neglefted interefts of their 
heathen Indian neighbors, alfo have been laid on the 
hearts, of many faithful ones, and. focieties inftituted, 
and commencing ative exertions for {preading the 
knowledge of the truth asit is in Jefus, to. the Indians in 
their vicinity. How valt a field is open for their la. 
bors, an eye caft for a moment on the immenfe interior 
parts of that yaft continent will difeover. Where the 
harveft is fo pleateous, may the gracious Lord grant that 
the laborers may not be few ! but as the Americans have 
fo greatly increafed their population, and daily extend 
their fettlements farther and wider, may. the glorious 
light of the gofpel of Chrift be diffufed on every fide, 
and true Chrittianity attend the progrefs of civilization, 
and cultivation through the, woods ane wildernefs of this 
rifing empire. 


A fummary view of the nations on the Continent, 


"where the reformed. religion is profefled, muft er LDALS 
the lybist I fhall begin with | 


_ GENEVA, 


The sails of the PE nee, and the Helvetic shen 
adjacent. The fame caufes have there been produclive 
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of the fame effedls. Attachment to the peculiar dos- 
trines of Calvin, Zanchius, and Ccol arapadius, has 
long been greatly weakened by the fpread of the Az- 
minian tenets, and by the progrefs of the new “philoto. 
phy overturning all religion. The information f.se- 
ceive, mifleads me, if through all the Proteftant can- 
tons, the greateft decays aré¢ not vifible. The Lord’s 
day is clofed with amufements beyond the others ; and 
thofe, who defcend from the pulpits, partake of therm 
with their flocks. Though a decency and fobriety of 
manners is yet prelerved, ‘the power of evangelical reli- 
gion is little demonftrated in the minifters, or’ the peo.» 
ple. The arch_infidel Roffeau, with all the ftrange od. 
Ries of the man, by his pleafing flyle and manner, {pread 
his deftruétive opinions ; and Voliaire, the more crafty 
and jealous rival of his fame, diffuled in all his vicinity, 
and efpecially at Geneva, the poifon of his fcepticifm, 
to which his {cenic reprefentations contributed not a lit. 
tle, by attraéting the lovers of pieafure, more than low. 
ers of God. To him all flocked, who dwelt in the vi. 
_ cinage, and imbibed his abominations ; ; and all who 
paffed that wy from every quarter, were proud to be - 
introduced to the high prieft of infidelity, to admire his 
wit, adopt his ridicule, and be initiated into the myfle- 
wes of incredulity. Hence, I doubt, if there remains a 
fingle profeifor, or paflor, at Geneva, who adheres to. 
Calvin, either in principle or praétice ; but the lowelt 
form of moral effay, and Sccinian Chrittianity prevails. 
The convulfions, under the name of liberty, have tend- 
ed preatly to increafe the general apoflacy, and they are 
ernst become French i in re pitsgat as in politics. 


* ‘Throughout ‘Sulteeiihd aie fame fpirit is too preva. 
lent, though not without fome happy exceptions from 
the prevailing inideluy. BaGl fill* mainiaims a pre- 
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“gious ‘body ‘of minifers, and’ others, aflociated to main. 
tain and diffufe the principles: and pradticé of the trne 
' evangelical religion. | Their correfpondence’ with the — 
‘Miffionary Society at London, fpeaks them men of the — 
“fame heart and mind ; and their exertions to diffufe the 
“knowledge of a cracified Jefus in their vicinity, mani- 
" felts the fpirit of primitive love and zeal that animates | 
‘them. May. their numbers incréafe. and their” labors 
che more ‘abandan.# blefled to the diffuGon of light and 
rath on. every ‘Gide The” featerhization’ wRECP rance, 
“whofe armies have overrun the country, and deRroyed © 
“heir conftitation, augurs no good to’ Helvetic liberty — 
_and profperity, any more than to religion, | We muft 
“wait, however, till the tornado is paffed, to fee whether - 
. as final tage will be gon tOCyE or x aang? si le 


sy 
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“Once ditinguithed for the piney ‘of the <ensphahd 
faith, and then, as we have feen, reduced to the greatelt 
extremities, by the bigot perfecutor Lewis, continues 
funk very low m every religious view. I have men. 
: tioned before its’ declenfions, and the caufe of them; 
‘nor do I hear of any” revivals, now: that. every link: of 
~ the chain of popery is broken, and ‘every man’s bonds 
loofed. I am/rather induced to think, the Proteftants 
~ ahemfelves have drank as deeply as any‘others into the 

infidel philofophy : and, as long ago, they had greatly 
. Geclined from the purity of doctrine, and the fpirituality. 
‘of religion, the late revolutions have produced no ben- 
eficial change ; retaining only theit immortal hatred of 
popery, that is now gratified to the uttermoft, and none’ 
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more cordially help forward the defolation of every ec- 
clefia@ic and monaflic inflitation, than the Protef- 
tants : but of any zeal in faithful laborers, or of living 

Chridianity. among the Proteflant profeffors, can find 


ale évidence. A few, indeed, figly over the abomina- 


tons, a 2 and in the fouth of France a crv is heard fur the 
pure word of God; but the leborers are nor found, or 
compelied to conceal themlelves. Every where elle, a- 


amide the tumults, conflicts, agitations prevalent, which 
have. engroffed the attentton, and feized upen the. pal. 


fions of mankind, litle concern remains about any reli. 


gion at all. The zeal of methodifm made fome feeble 


efforts to enter into Normandy and Brittany, whilft the 
cominanication was open ; but every thing has been in 
a ftate fo convulfed, and every foreigner liable to fuch 
fufpicion, that, 1 apprehend, nothing can yet be done or 
hoped, till fome fettlement of the nation, with tolera. 
tion, fall embolden the zealous attempt, once more, 
communicating to them the blellings of the everlalting 
aes 


HOLLAND. 


| THE United Provinces have conflantly maintained 


the reformed faith as the national profeffion ; and with 
a great fGimilitude to our own, adopt formulas, pot real- 
ly believed + and profels to receive the decifions of the © 
fynod of - ‘Dorr, whilf in general, I fear, the miniflers 
exhibit more the traits of Epifcopius, and our own lati. 
tudinarian divines. ‘The love of gold has generally 
prevailed over the love of godlinefs in the multitude ; 

and the philofophic pride of reafoning hath fent forth 


‘fiom their univerfities, teachers too wile 10 fubmit im, 


Wow 
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plicitly to the reformed opinions of Calvin, or the 
ereed of Athanafius. Lefs diffipated, indeed, yet more _ 
intent oh gain, till the late defolations came Upon them, 
‘religion in its ‘vital power was too little known a few 
good men fill remained, who taught and preached Je- 
—fus Chrift, A fmall body of Moravians, and a larger 
band of Mennonites, maintained afiriGer attention to 
the worfhip and fervice of God; but in general an icy 
coldnefs of devotion, and dull formality, difcharged the 
public weekly fervices at” Charch ; and a little family 
religion, or aflociations for prayer or praife, were found. 
French influence, French manners, French government, 
mow afford little profpe& of amelioration: unlefs it 
be from the hope, that.when matters come. to the worft, 
they may mend. The profeffion of the nation, indeed, 
remains unchanged; yet one ftep has been taken to a- - 
bolifh that, by withdrawing, i it is faid, the ftipends from 
the minifters of the national eftab! lithinent: True reli- 
gion can well fabGR without an eftablifhment 5. but 
when the power of godlinefs is loft, ‘the form of it will 
quickly follow, when no longer fupported by the flate. 
The prieft, whom men maintain to pray, will hardly 
continue his fanétion when his falary ceafes. . 


One happy trait of the revival of the ipivit of godli. 
nefs among them, hath of late appeated. . Dr. Vander- 

emp, a Dutch miffionary, gone with others to the Caf. 
fre country, from the London Miffionary Society, hav- 
ing vifited Holland to fettle his affairs difperfed an ad~ 
drefs from that body, which produced the happieft ef- 
feéts. A confiderable number immediately affociated 
for the fame miffionary puarpofes at Rotterdam, and con. 
tinue to:purfue with zeal this bleffed objeat. 


Another fimilar fociety has been ney formed at 
Aurich, in Eaft Friefland; and as they are men of a. 
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like fpirit with their miffionary brethren, we cannot but 
hope that the moft: blefled effets will enfue, and faith- 
ful men be raifed ap in’ the fpirit. of primitive evange!~ 
ifts, to. fpread the true solpetie of the sere of here ae 


ie bead and at home, 


i 


j The prefent tempeftuous moment, will, it may. be 
hoped, be fucceeded by fome happy amelioration; and 
the inhabitants, from the fcourge they have fuftered, 
Jearn’ righteaufnefs, and return to Him, from whom 
they. have fo greatly departed. If fuch be the event 
of all their {ufferings, the iflue will be peace. 3 


RC ERMANY Cn een 


THIS pillar, oF the reformation and be ec ‘beacon 
of divine light. and truth is grievoufly. defaced, and 
darknets hath again covered the earth. The Calvinifts 
as well as Lutherans have too generally imbibed the 
principles of the infidel. philofophy.. Excluding the 
government of the all-wife and righteous Jehovah, they 
have placed blind fate upon thé throne, and fubflituted 
the dodtrine of necefjiiy, for God’s predeftination and 
grace. Scepticifm leading to atheifm naturally brings 


p up the train of thefe dephts of Satan. The wile above 


what is written, pride themfelves in the acutene{s and 
freedom of their refearches, and thofe who are trained 
up for the miniftry in the univerfities and feminaries of | 
learning, | unlefs my. information mifleads me, are early 
initiated in thefe anti-chriftian principles, and commence 
their career with the purpofe of debafing the faith which 
they are obliged ’to engage folemnly to maintain ; whilft 
\ he that departeth from evil maketh himfelf a prey: 
And fhould any man appear zealous for truth, and ex- 
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hibit traits of holy walking with God, be would infalii, 
bly bring on himfelf a figma of peculiarity, and render’ 
himfelf alike abnoxious to his teachers and fellow flue 
dents. Thus educated, and thus miniflering, it cannot. 
be expe@ed but that the. confequences fhouid follow, 
which are too evideat. -And even where more daring 
blafphemy egainf the fundamental doftrines of Chrif-, 
tianity does not lift up its banner, a fate of lifelefs tor-° 
por and. indifference prevails., The forms of religion are 
haflily.. and. perfunGorily. difcharged, whilf a life of 

wor idly conformity of {cientific purfuits leaves fcarce a 
trace vifible of the mind of Chrafl, and of a convyerfa- 
tion io Heaven. 


‘tbe all, the flates and iree cities prof feffing the ree 
formed faith, I can procure no information of any tGa 
markable. revivals, of evangelical truth-and fpirit uality 
of religion, .I.cannot however doubt, but that, in ma 
ny places of that vat country, there are found men of 
a true heart holding faft the head Chrift, who fearch the 
Scriptures daily. and, as their confeflions and forms of ° 
worfhip are conformable to its diates, adorning the 
doftrine of God our Saviour, whole crofs they bear, by 
a zeal for. the truth as it is in him, and “by a conduét 
formed on. the bright model of his own great example. 
But among minitters. and people thefe happy exceptions 
are too. faa, whilft the general body. is .carried down 
with the. ¥orrent of infidelity and diflipation, Money 
pyri ts, or fcience fallely fo called... 


"bast God:hath not left himfelf hous wine fel may 
be concluded from fome evangelical affociations lately 
formed, with a view of reviving the work of the Lord 
in thele prefent evil days: the fpirit which breathes in 
their correfpondences witnefles that’ the vital {park of 


i 
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genuine. Chritianity till glows in the bofor of a few, 
who sre Waiting for the umeés. of: refrefhing | from: the’ 
prefence of the Lord, and esying te him as bis cleat, day 
and night, that he would  haften his work, and kindle 
fuch a ‘fame: of Joveoand zeal, as all the waters of oppo- 
firion caniot quench, nor all the soa: of ina genaaed 
pry be able io davinge it) Nae ae 

From. the’ vahote cf this view of THE Ritonwas 
Cue ROH, We may, perceive every where, throughout its. 
extent,a cholen generation, a peculiar people, often in, 
deed: thinly difperted, and in fome countries apparently 
declining ; in others exhibiting flronger fymptoms of 
witality (Ys and friving egainft the evil around them, with 
fome happy foceefs; and with an increafing number of 
feithful laborers... Nor in any comparative view of the 
davs which are paft, can the prefent be counted inaul- 


picious. Jam rather difpofed to think and hope, that 


the end of the eighteenth century hath produced as pien- 
teous a’ barvelt in the gofpel field as any of the ceria! 


: OF a uetes fince tive: ume: of the ih tiga 


phi 


‘Io no ara haves the doaittins of the sb ipet' ae 

more clearly opened, and ‘by a greater variety ©} f able 
and faithful men, and probaby at no time fince the days 
of the apoftles, fhall we be able to produce a greater 
number of Chriflirns, who could give a founder and 
more explicit reafon of the hope, that is in them, de 
rived from views more purely evangelical ; and who 
walk more clofely with God, i in righteoulnels ape true 
bynes 
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“ CONCLUSION. 


IN following the, Charch of Chrift through the wil, 
dernefs of this world, we have beheld fcenes “highly glo- 
rious, and deeply afflictive; the mighty. power, of the 
great Head of the Church, preferving it through the 
fires, and the conftant oppolition of the god .of this 
world, to difturb its peace, and fully its ved In, all 
ages, the fame corrupt nature of man hath {cen produc. 
ing the fame effeéts, in. the exercife of proud reafoningy 
worldly purfuits and. fenfual enjoyments ; and the in. 
fluence of divine grace hath appeared in cafling down 
thele imaginations, and bringing every: thought into the 
obedience of Chrift; in weaning the affettions from 
this world, and fixing them by realizing views of faith 
on abetter. Thus two forts of perfons figure. on the 
{cene, and only two; the children of God, and the 
children of the wicked one : the latter always the many’ 
the mighty and the wife, the former the few, the poor, 
and the defpifed of this world ; comparatively inferior 
in all that mea efteem, and only. great in the fight of 
‘God. ,. How in the unequal fruggle a body. of fach cv- 
ident inferiority hath been preferved, is among the mani. 
felt evidences of his care, and the fulfilment of his 
promifes, who hath faid, * 1 will never leave thee nor 
forfake thee ;” “* Lo! I am. with sou always, even to. 
the end: of the world. 4 ) 


"The firt age sabieted the blaze of sia bial in 
all its purity and vigor, and the. triumphs of the crofs 
over the power, craft, and malice of men. But clouds” 
foon obfeured the face of day: and though many were. 
purified through the fires of martyrdom, and the body 
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‘of the Church was feen extending her wide arms to em. 
brace the then known world, yet the enemy. began to 
fow his tares among the wheat, and they fprang up fo 
vigoroufly as threatened to choak the good feed. "Fhe 
profeffion growing general, and the power of godlinefs : 

declining, no fooner had Chriftianity gained. an eftaba 
 Tifhment, than we fee the Church finking into a worldly 
fan@uary ; and ambition, pride, and avarice feated in the 

_ high places, and Ban unhallowed dominion over the 

_ \confeiences,of men. For more. than ten centuries, 

“things. continued to grow from evil to worfe, till all re. 

Tigion at laft feemed Joft and buried, in name and form, 
in fuperftition and tyranny. A few indeed, to every’ 
age, reduced very low, fometimes apparently to two or 

_ three witnefles, continued prophefying in fackcloth, to a 

world lying in wickednefs. | But God remembered mer- 

_ ey. His promifes muft, be fulfilled in their feafon. A 

day of revival broke 5 the light diffufed itfelf on every 

fide, a beam of it hath paffed unto the ends of the earth. 
However fad our declenfions have fince been, God hath 
-mever forfaken his Church and people. Times of re- 
 frefhing have come from the prefence of the Lord, In our 

_ -own land remarkable interpofitions of his aym made bare 

have appeared ; and greatly as our faith is often difcour. 

-aged by the lukewarianefs of the friends of truth, and 

_.the might and multitude of its enemies, yet how much 

more realon have we to hope, and how much more en- 

couragement for exertion, than in the ‘firft days. of re- 
formation ?. It appears much more pra€ticable now to 

“preach the gofpel among all nations, than at'that day to 

evatigelize: the [mallef diftri@. Great and manifold in- 

- deed are‘ the difcouragements yet in the way ; fear and 

unbelicf magnify the difficulties ; and too many defpair- 

ing of the event, difcourage their brethren, and weaken 

_abeir’ hands; but furely if God will work, then none 
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ean let it. Inftcaments will not “be wanting for the 
greatef® and moft extenfive exertions, when He in ‘his 
_ providence opens the door of entrante, and by his {pir 
. oh fhall'roufe tp the zeal of very many, to’ fay “here am 
“Gy fend me. We have feeor frange things in° our’ day, 
‘which could hardly “have béen ‘Imagined, even’ a few 
years ago ; and who can tell; but that we may fee great. - 
er things than thefe, when the adorable Lord fhall take 
¢o himfelf his great power and reign ; when all the ends 
-of the earth fhall remember themfelves, and be tarned 
‘unto the Lord, and all flefa fhall fee the falvation of 
‘our God. Such events the prophecies bid us expe@ ; _ 
fuch the promifes enrbolden us to hope, will /Aort/py come 
to pafs. It is not by lying down in defpondence, but 
by rifing up with refolute determination io be found'ac. 
‘tive in the caufe of God and truth, that the work wil! be 
done. Let every faithful individual but folemnly and 
ferioufly enquire, what can F do? Refolvingto {pare no 
labor ; to decline no hard{hip ; to omit no proper 
means; but facredly to devote his perfon, fubftance, in- 
fluence, abilities, to advance the kingdom of righteouf- 
“nefs, peace and joy inthe Holy Ghoft ; and it is impofii. 
ble to fay, what an amazing progrefs may be made in 
the courfe of a very few years. Whenever fuch a fpir- 
“it, poured out from on high, fall animate the bofom of 
the real followers of the Lamb, then fhall we fee him 
coming with power and great glory. Al! obfacles will. 
be laid!ow; all difficulties farmounted ; andthe Church 
of the firft-born, whofe names are written in Heaven, 
colle&ted from the four corners of the earth, fhall com. 
pofe one fold under one Shepherd. 


If any thing written in thefe pages fhall ftir up the 
heart of but one man to pray more fervently for this 
bleffed advent—~if it Gre one tangueio fpeak more bold. 


® 
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oly in the name of the Lord , Jefus—if it fhall have re. 
moved the leaft of our unhallowed prejudices. againit 
each other—or tended, to conciliate the faithful few, 
whom education or bigotted afperity had dif unite d—if 
it fliall help to concentrate our efforts more vigoroully 
in the one great objeét; and to haften the defireable ¢- 

_ yent—then thall I not regret the labor of this refearch, 
.and fhall hope that I have not lived or written in Y aim. 
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APPENDIX 


Ses cee 
No, 1. 


Fanti View of the prefent State of Evangelical Re- 


higton. 


‘HESE. Volumes of Fcclefiaflical Hiftory fubmit- 
J - ted to the judgment of the public have been drawn 
up; amidft the aftonifhing changes which have of late 
convulled the great republic of Chriflendom, and the 
iffue. of the confli@ we fill wajt-in awful fufpence. 
The Great Lord of the Univerfe, however afflidive the 
difpenfations of his providenee may appear, will ulti- 
mately over-rule every event for his own glory, and 
the accomplishing his promifes refpe@ing his Church 
and people. His kingdom is an everlafling kingdom, 
and bis dominion that which thall not be deftroyed. 
The defolations which are wrought wil) ultimately caft 
down the barriers which have been ere&ed againft ¢- 
vangelical religion ; and whatever be the event politi. 
cally, truth and godlinefs fhall finally prevail, till the 
earth be covered with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the fea. 


‘In full confidence she the counfel of the Lord that! 
affuredly be fulfilled in his own appointed time, we may 
with fome pleafing profpeAs of its near approach, con- 
template the prefent flate of the Chriftian world; and 
the review will give flrong reafon to believe, amidf alt 
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the jult complainings of the fpread of infidelity and li, 
centioulnefs, “that the former days were at no time, prob. 
ably fince the firt fpread of Chriftianity, better than 
. thefe ; and that, humanly fpeaking, in no age the facil, 
ities.were fo great, and the means apparently fo effica- 
cioufly provided for fpreading the knowledge of falva- 
tion to the ends of the earth. It is impofftble’ not to 
deplore the. evils which abound, yet ought we: not the 
lets to rejoice in. the glorious diffufion of gofpel grace, 
and ihe evidently encrealing: circle of true Chnifianity 
abroad and at home. Nor can we butindulge the pleaf. 
ing hope, that the fame. ability to fpread: the doétrines 

of.truth, andthe: {pirit of zeal which hath latelparifen to 
“snake the atrempt, will, gaia force as it: proceeds; and 
that. whenever. peace fhalk again return to blefs the earth 
the reftored communication: among the’ nations, {hall 
mightily tend to, the extepfion of» the Redeemer’s king. 
dom.in Chriftendom,, as well as facilitate a door of ens 
trance among the heathea, si have: not oS te heard:his 
fame, or. {een bis glorye.), Nase sole 4 QQ S04. BO ee. 


Io the mean time, it may’ ie? encouraging as “welt | as 
niente tocalt a glance over the nations ‘profefling 
Chriftianity, to confider their prefent fituation with ref. 
pea to the great objeG fought out in the Hiftory’ here 
detailed, the true Spiritual Church of Chrift, and to be 
confirmed in’ the conviGion, that it hath increafed, is 
_ increafing, and fhall increafe, till the gentiles fhall come 

to bis light, and kings to the brightnefs of his rifing. 


In thls. cancite review, I fhall begin with the: North 
of Europe, and proceed to the South, turn to America 
and the Indies, and pafs to New Holland and the If 
ands of the Pacific Ocean, that wait for his law, point. 
ing out every hopeful fymptom that leads to ufher in 
the days of the Son of Man. 
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“WE ny petite a abe fate of this, vait chia 
hardly yebemerging from. barbarifm, in many of the 
provinces, and, laule: advanced in evangelical knowledge 
or practice; yet-may it jullly be regarded as a favora—_ 
ble - circumflancey, that.a growing aintercourfe formed 

‘with the more, polifhed nations of Lurope, haturally 
leads. toa high fate of civilization, and to a happier cule 
tivation of Juerature. . And as the moft intimate con- 
neGions of Ruffia are with thoie Proteftant nations in mie 

which the power of; godlinefs. moft. prevails, it cant 
but afford many: and great opportunities for the admit. 
fion of real inuth/and godlinels among them ; efpecial_. 

; ly asthe policy of the government holds out encourage- 
ment to the fettlement of foreigners, and indulges all 
Proteftants. with free: toleration. This has already pro- 
duced fome happy effeéts in the little. colony of Ger- 
mans on the Wolga ; 3 the. faithful who have arifen in: La- 
thoania ; 3 and probably afew. at Jeaft difperfed through 
the empire, who, having the book, of truth, and. liberty 
to conlult its contents, are more.thae ncieavall believ- 
ers. It is a great. advantage, that Chiftianity: is the: 
general profeffion, that the orthodox creeds are profeil~ 
edly the national belief; and however. low the prefent 
flate of Spiritual. religion may. be among them, fome: 
Sparks have appeared, anda door of hope is open for 
the admiffion of farther light’ and trath, whenever it fal! 
pleafe the Lord. to edits 98 and hyve rns oa ‘on that part 
his Aaa: an bie Gans 
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- LUTHERAN in profeffton, enjoying the free ufe of 
_ ethe word of God, holding the Augfburg) Confeflion, 
cand filled with minifters of the’ Chriftian fan&uary, af- 
fords fymptoms of real religion, and profpetts of great- 
er revival. The correfpondences between us and them, 
of Tate breathe a cordial good will to the caufe of God 
and truth, afford information of new efforts making’ to 
fpread the knowledge of evangelical doctrines among 
‘the poor of the flock ; and in the very lamentations 
"they contain of the fpread of infidel principles, and the 
too great indifference to all fpiritual religion, it is mani. 
felt there isa body yet remaining, who figh for the a- 
-bominations. that are committed to the diffonor of the 
€hbriftian name, and whofe voice is-yet heard, preach. 
_ ding and teaching Jefus Chrift, however unfafhionable 
fuch fervor may appear, and fach truth be regarded. 


Bf a&tive zeal and the power of godlinefs be at a low 


‘ebb, there is ftill vitality in the body, and only waits 
ithe coming of the fpirit of the Lord, on the appointed 
Sampfons, who fhall calt down the temples of Dagon. 


"DENMARK awp NORWAY, 


~. ARE in» fate fimilar to’ their) neighbors; of the 
fame religious profeffion, fharing, I fear, equally in theic 
-declenfioas and infidelity, but retaining in their eftab- 
lifhed church the true principles, and not deftitate of 
faithful witnefles,; who preach and teach Jefus Chrit, 
know the power of his refurref&tion, and feek to. make 
him known toothers. Theirmiffions to Greenland and 
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the Coaft of Malebar, fpeak an attention to the Chrift. 
ian doétrine : and whatever caufe for complaint there 
may be of want of zeal and enlargement in thefe ob- 
jeéts, yet, fo far as they have gone, there is"A bleffing, 
aod nothibg hinders, whenever the Lord ‘fhall, waken 
aheit'ininitters to more vigorous exertions, but-that they 
“may enter in both whe Indies, and lift ae = wee of 
ihe: aren ORE me eM) 2 


| aD 


GERMANY. 
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THs. vat sieancbp src into diferent inna 
ice the cradle of reformation, in fo many places affording 
ftrong fymptoms’ of ‘awakened: zeal for the caufe of 
Chrift; and from whence the ‘good Moravians have 
gone forth'to fpread eminently the gofpel among: the 
‘heathen, may be julily expe@ed to have their) youth 
“renewed, as the eagte’s.. In the north, chielly Proteft- 
“ant, much true religion i is yet to be fount »Lhevannu. 
al meeting of many zealous Lutheran. minifiersiin Lit. 
tia, proves, that a living body of faithful witneffes fill 
‘fabs: From Berlin, “Lafatiay Saxony, -déc..corref- 
pondences of the moft pleafing nature affure, that there. 
fsa generation to the praife of the glory of God’s grace. 
Efforts are. made to fend forth mea of faith and truth, 
to addrefs the poor, and fpread religious tracts, and the 
labors are bleft. It muft be acknowledged, that in Ber- 
‘Jin, and all the courts of Germany, the fathionable pbi. 
Yolophy hae made a rapid progrefs, and thole who bad 
“contefledly no part-in the kingdom of God jin their 
hearts, were ready to take refuge in infidelity, and to, 
“treat the religion of Jefus with contempr; bac it bath 
farvived their Pagan predeceffors, and it will live and 
fousifh when all its reviters fhall fade as the leaf, Maj 
sae 
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ny continue to lift up a ftandard again® the overflow 
ings of ungodlinefs. -Of late, a fpirit of zeal and life — 
feems awakened in divers places; and it is hoped the 
number of faithful witneffes increafés. The door is o- 
pen, and however there may be many adverfaries, they 
have apparently much lefs difficulties to encounter, than 
Luther, Carloftadt,and others met and overcame. We 
have affured evidence, that many faithful laborers there 
cultivate the Lord’s vineyard. The cordial “approba- 
tion expreffed, and the affe@ionate regard teftified to. 
wards thofe.in England, who have’ lately turned their 
attention to the poor heathen, demonftrate that the love 
‘of the truth ftill lies deep at their “hearts. May their 
own labors tend more abundantly to diffufe it on: every 
AER ee Co pees 


- POLAND, 


NOW no more a feparate kingdom;-has certainly by 
‘its partition, loft nothing on the fide of evangelical re. 
Jigion, and at leaft gained greater facilities for its admif. 
fion, whenever the Lord fhall pour out his fpirit, raife 
up inftruments, and fend them forth to labor in that 
barren‘land:  Thofe under Ruffian'and Pruffian domin- 
don, will probably meet no obftacle from government in 
the-introdu@ion’ of the true gofpel. If good fubjeas, 
it will be permitted to them to choofe their own religi- 
ous profeifion. That fpiritual matters are at a very 
Jow ‘ebb, is much to be feared, where Romanifm has fo 
Yong predominated, and Socinian Chriftianity held for 
a while its {trong holds: but the darkeft: moment pre. 
cedes the dawn. Arife Lord, and plead thine own 
cable ts: Se: 
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© UNITED PROVINCES. 


- OF all the nations.of the Continent of the reformed 
weligion, in thele provinces its molt living power feems 
to-have been preferved.. We. have feen their hiflory, 
and in this moment of political crifis, have the pleafing 
evidence, tbat whatever their future deflination may be, 
under whatever government fubfifting, the fpirit of life 
and truth full burns among them with an unextinguifh- 
ed ardor. Greatly as they meyhaveluffered by preceding 
declenfions, or more lately from French fraternity, we 
know there is a precious feed preferved in the. midit of 


. them, both miniflers and people, who are counted: to 


the Lord for a generation. The convulfions they 
have undergone, and the fufferings they have endured, 
have purified many in the fires.. They have felt the 
Lord’s controverfy with them, and have awakened from 


the torpor of indifference. A {pirit of. zeal and aGtivi- | 


ty is excited. At Rotterdam. many have united for the 


purpofe of ‘extending the gofpel among the heathen. | ‘S 
in Friefland a confiderable number of miniffers have — 


aifociated for the fame bleffed end. | Some happy fymp~ 
toms of a deeper concern about eternal things has ap- 
peared in different places, and thefe awakenings {peak 
prefentamercy, and augur future bleffings. A prepara- 


tion is begun, whenever happy days ‘of peace fhall re- 


turn, for arifing to the help of the Lord; and with 
their renovated commerce, none are likely to. pofflels 
greater opportunities of {preading the gofpel among th¢ 
heathen than our Batavian brethren. 


tee 


$72 : 2? AP Pow Pe 
si rreaeh rth. LAND: 


“PASSING ‘up the Rhine: to its fourceywe know vat 
Franckfort, and Neuwied, and probably fat other places, 
that there is afaithfal fiecxill, witseting to the power of 
the golpel, extending their:defires’ to the’ heathen, and 
longing for the fpread of favieg troth into alb lands. 
We have affured evidence, that the Swifs: Cantons, 
however declined in’ religion, or ravaged by invaders, 
are not deftitute of the living power of goctinefs, and 
many are: -aflociated for the veal ef tree Chrifianity. 
At Bafil and Zurich’ are found men in whom is the - 
fpirit of she hiving God, who are united to fpread his 
glorious gofpel around them, and are zealoufly difpofed 
to forward miffionary efforts among the Heathen. Such 
a marked evidence of aQive exertions: manifefls the re+ 
maining power of divine grace ia the mid of them ; 
and, that from them {hall the word of God again found 
Seattee and that theyi fhall be made b'efled andshappy ine 
Groents: in the saeco. af the Hi pet ape a 


? 
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IN the prefent convulled; and turpid fate of that 
great nation, where all religion feems for a while to be 
averturned, itis difkeult to fay, what true religion -is 
yet hidden among them, and what may be hoped, when 
quiet of any’ kind, anda fetuled government. fhall fue. 
ceed to the flate of war, and ravage, under which. all 
the provinces groan.) Many Proteflants are found 
holding fat the faithful word. We know that in Lan 
guedoc an earneft defire has been exprefled to fend ar 
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mong them minifters, who fhould preach the pure gol- 


pel of Chrif. We-have evidence that fome fuch are 
jaboring with zeal in Alface,in connexion with the fo. 
ciety at Bafil: and it can hardly be doubted, that in o- 
ther places,however the {pirit of Proteflant zeal may bave _ 
declined, that the Lord hath. now, left himfelf. without. 
witneffes... When the day fhall come, that friendly in. 
tercourfe between comending: nations shall be refored, 
the vumber of akefe will probably. be.found more than, 


‘we expeQed, and the very miferics.of the kingdom 10, 


have contributed te. call men’s. mind to a deeper..con- 
fideration of eternal. things. Though 1.can look only. 
on thofe of the reformed.religion. for. the extenfion of 


tbe Redeeme:’s: kingdoms and beliewe itis from them. 


iv modtvarife ; Emean not to fuggef that reat Spiritual. 
men may not be. found among. the- French Catholics, 


who have not renounced the Lord: Jefus. Ghrift, though. 


they may have been refrained from more open conlel-, 
fon. of him i in thole days of; rebuke. and blalphemy 5. 
and this good, 1 tuft, dhall arife ont of all the evils. 
whichshave preceded, that. men’s minds will be: more 
prepareddor the gofpel word, and greater liberty i ING) 
ligious matters be admitted, whatever party mey final- 
ly, ‘prevail, than) was bedowe! The very kindnels thewn 
to their exiles, will teach at leaft a more-tolerant {pirit. 
Mf the barriers of bigotry are broken down, and fome 
of the fumbling blecks regioved out-of the way, divine 
truthewill find: eaher acces ; and, whenever the Lond. 
fhall fpeak the word, great will be tbe company, ofthe 
preachers: . Why may-not this people, after ail ins: aun 
woes become a praife in the earth ? { 

_ From sbix review therefore of the Py pteflant caufe on 
ahi continent, there appears in all lands a precious feed: 
counted to the Lord fora generation, and a body reas 


* 
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dy: for adtive fervice, though fmall,: and of no reputae 
thon, yet amen the weak things of. Gad that are iis 
er than men. ' ; 


“a Tr all the Catholic countries, a fate of great debility 
luas been apparent, and the vials of: wrath hath been 
particularly poured out on the -throne, of the) beaft, 
‘The ecclefiaitics, the convents, and all the:wealth and 
magnificence attached to them, have been in, an elpe.. 
cial manner the objeéts of defrudtion; and are fo fall- 
ea, as probably never to rile up again to their. former 
weight and: importance. The. prevalence. of impiety 
“and -infidelity, however greatly to be deplored, has caft 
contempt upon the dogmas of popery, and. Joofened ev. 
ery man’s bonds from tbat. fervitude of: epinion, in- 
which they had been fo long held. To read-and think 
is.a liberty now generally taken ; and however the beft 
things are abuled, the benefits, with all the abufes, great, 
ly preponderate. Perfecution, on account of opinions, 
will, henceforth, more dificully be fupported,-and its 
favagenef{s at leaft controled. A. fenfe of intereft, as- 
well-as the di@ates of humanity, prefcribes greater in- 
dulgence to men of different fentiments, whilft. they are 
ufeful, peaceable, and induftrious fubje&s. Even the 
Jawleffnels, libertinifm, and univerfal rage for pleafure, 
however criminal, offer no fuch barriers to divine truth, 
and the conviGions of con ience, as the falfe religion, 
fuperititious pra€tices, and commutations of popery,. 
The idea of pardon being tobe purchafed in this life, 
and the torments of the next bought off, were much 
more fatal opiates to the confeience, than all the fuggef. 
tions of infidelity... The latter left the heart.more open 
to'the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of God; 
the former fleeled. men againft all conviétion, and lulls 
ed the conlcience abare ina pretended religious hope 2 


e 
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and here was no® hope. Thus all the circumflances 
confidered, in all the lands of popery, the obfru@ions | 
are certainly diminifhed, and the way of accefs: eafier 
for the admiffion of evangelical truth, and a filent prep. 
aration made for the way of the Lord. 1 have o 
doubt that a few years will fee the pure gofpel preach. 
ed'in France; and even in that bigotted countrys: ad 
Netherlands. Italy, refcued by the warriors’ 
Greek and: Proteftant profeflions in a great meaft | 
hardly forbid toleration to the’ religion of their defend- ; 
ers; and’Spain and Portugal, though laft, yet ia the 
end fhall be enlightened with the beams of gofpel grace. 
In the confideration therefore. of all circumilances on _ 
the continent, I catinot but infer, the great decien fon’ 
of the popifh power, the more abundant facility for the 
admiffion of religious enquiry, and the probability, that 
as the arms of perfecution are weakened, the exertions © 
of the faithful will be increafed, and a part of the: pref. 
fare being taken off the fpring, i its elafticity will over- | 
come the remaining refiflance. I look forward to ibe. 
approaching century with hope, for great increafe of the 
one true Church, of ‘the ee whole names are 
written in so ob Leh 


THE BRITISH ISLES. x 


- BRITAIN fedaiy preferved i ina Sidt linet manner: ne 
the purpofes of God’s glory in the revival/of religion in 
the earth. Providentially favored with an’ apg of 
= eee fuch as no nation ever before poffeffed : en. 

bled by her refources to ftop the ravages of the Gall ic 
idiscas: which threatened to fweep the canth with cdefo% 
lation ’;:and in her bofom cont taining a body,of fuch 
faithful people, as perhaps no other kingdom on ibe 
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earth can produce. The amazing inereafe of gofpel. 
‘gruth among ourfelves, the fpirit of aGtivity which hath 
“been of late exerted to make known the glory, and ‘to 
aere@ the kingdom of our Immanuel in the hearts of 
‘nen—the many, and increafing affociations to  diffufe 
“the knowledge of Chrift Jefus, wherever our wooden 
bulwarks float on the ocean —the vali number of faith. 
fal witneffes rifing up at hone—and the readinefs of a 
multi ude to devote themfelves to the fervice of the 
heathen in all lands—ail thele things fpeak an era high- 
Vy aufpicious to the progrefs of evangelical religion, and 
_ he more extenfive fpread of true Chriftianity, than our 
‘times had before feea or hoped for, or any ‘of the ages 
“that are palt prefented to our view. It is indeed yet 
‘bat the morning fpread upon the mountains ; but if 
God will work, it fhall fhine more and more unto the 
_perfeét day. ‘Deploring, as we jutly may, the wide 
fpreading ravages of infidel opinions ; the eager purfuit 
of difipation which abounding wealth affords ; the earth. 
_ ly tempers engendered and nourifhed by great commer- 
cial engagements ; and the irreligion of the many, the 
wile, the mighty, and the noble; yet.is there found in 
“the midft of us, a great and adtive body, who have the 
kingdom of the Lord and his Chrif fupremely at heart ; 
and are willing to {pend and be {pent in this pleffed 
work. Nor. at any Fine fince the Reformation hath 
‘there been found a more diffufed knowledge of the 
truths of the gofpel, he) a more apparent difpofition to 
extend the Seenmgnsntion, of them to the ends of the 
Acar, bs | a 


Ibis a Coon feature in the comparifon of our: 
‘condition with) other nations, that. in our feminaries of 
learning, open infidelity meets no encouragement. Our 
wniveriities wrote osthadony ; ; and however they have 
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fiiared | in the general taint, and been degraded in the 
feale of Chriftian graces, there is {till found in the midft 
of them a precious feed, and increafing, of thofe who 
are not afhamed of the golpel of Chrift, And though 
too many come forth who have drank of the bitter wa- 
ters, and go out to feek their place in the worldly fanc- 
tuary of the Church, eager to fecure its preferments, and 
little careful of the fouls committed to their charge; yet 
ome are found men of a different fanip, who have not 


fo learned Chrift, but have been taught by the great In- 


terpréter the things which be of the fpirit of God, and 


faithfully preach and teach Jefus Chrift. It is allo a 


fingular token for good, that feveral highly promifing 


feminaries are ereéted entirely with a view to maintain 


the purity of, gckpel truth, into which nene are inten- 
tionally admitted, nor fn which any are fent out, but 
fuch as give reafonable ground of confidence, that they 
have themfelves tafted that the Lord is gracious, and ex. 
pect. no higher honor or reward, than to be able to tef. 
tify to others how gracious that Lord is, dnd how bleff. 
ed are they who know, love, ferve and énjoy him. A- 
bout two thoufand fuch we have in the midft of us al. 


ready laboring, and heard by about fix hundred thou- 


fand auditors with ferious attention : and whilft the 


‘number of the faithful preachers is continually increaf. 


ing, the Lord is pleafed to add unto his Church daily of 
fuch as fhall be faved. It is a pleafing faét, which in 
my refearches has come under ty own knowledge, and 
fhould ftimylate to growing aétivity in the work of 


God: that the labors of an individual have been bleft 


fo extenfively, as to have called about forty perfons to 

the knowledge of the truth under his minfiry, who are 

now preaching the gofpel, or have finifhed their courfe 

with joy. A fand where, God has been pleated fo evi- 

dently to manifeft his power and grace, is, 1 truft, rea 
h & 
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ferved, not only to be a praife in the earth, but the 
chofen infirument in the hand of his Pidyidenge to pro- 


mote the coming of his pusen throughout all nations, 
till the enpedted end fhalleome. 


AMERICA - 


CONTAINS Rill in its pian the. precious: feeds 
deflined to bring forth fruit unto life eternal through 
that vafi continent. The ftruggles for liberty have not 
. proved the molt friendly to the progrefs of religion, yet 
. the growing population, and the increafing importance of 
‘the United States, afford flrong arguments to expect a 
great diffufion of gofpel knowledge. The fpread of 
mew fettlers farther and farther among the Indian na- 
tione—the perfe& freedom and toleration every where. 
eftablifhed—the number of faithful and zealous men, 
‘who hold faft the faithful word—the number of Method- 
ill focieties every where formed—the eftablifhments of 
the Moravian brethren—the focieties lately formed in — 
New. York, and Conne€ticut, for the purpofes of fend. 
ing the gofpel to their heathen neighbors, and evangel- 
’ afing the Indian Tribes—the expulfion of the French 
from Canada—and the feeblenefs of the Spaniard to the 
fouth—above-all, the great revival of religion in many 
parts of the United States before recorded, all conf{pire 
to open a door for greater diffufion of ecuthe, and em- 
-bolden us to expedh faithful miffionaties, who ‘hall arife 
to carry the knowledge of falvation from.the banks of 
the Mifliippi, through the yet unexplored regions that 
lead to the Pacific Ocean. Ihave before me an ac- 
count of efforts made and making to traverfe this valt 
expanfe, and to form a communication with the weftern — 
coals fo lately furveyed by Capt. Vancouver and Capt. 
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Broughton. Mr. Mackenzie, from Montreal, has reach. 
ed the fea coaft not far from Nootka Sound; and -re- 
turned. But if commercial purpofes can lead men to 
fuch attempts, furely the fouls of men are a greater ob. 
yeat, and demand more mighty efforts to feek and fave 
them. Every day the practicability of enlarging the cir- 
cle is more apparent, and whilfl the means of new fetile- 
ménts in thefe unknown regions multiply, a flrong dif- 
pofition appears to carry the gofpel, as well as the com- 
merce and arts of Europe, to the numbers of lavage nae 
tions, which occupy this vaft gersitony- : 


THE ISLES OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN: 


OCEAN, 


ARE yet n more acceflible, and have Scared eatiicae 


Jar attention, and though difficulties and dilappointments 


retard the progrefs of thofe men of God, who are en. 


gaged in this highly laudable attempt, to éarry the ever. 


dalting gofpel to thefe populous and fruitful iflands, yet — 


fuch a commencement hath been made, fuch a fund pro- 
vided, fuch evidence obtained of the pra€licability of tbe 


, attempt, and fuch facilities for the execution of it, that it. 


can hardly be doubted but that in a very few years that 
hemifphere | will turn to the fun of Haligeuloels and en- 
joy the brightnefs of bis fhining. Peculiarly favorable 
‘circamftances will engage attention to thefe countries. 
The fertility of the foil—the beauty and healthinefs of 
the climate—the uncivilized flate f dae natives, which 
“gives Europeans fo great an advantage over tbemethe 
facility wherewith fetilements may be-fermed—and the 

eafinefs with which they can be mainteined—befi. es the 
probabili ity, that the {pirit of commerce and adyenture 
will make fome effay to fecure the firft advantages, and 
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forward civilization, if the gofpel which we have fent 
them thoyld not by its own. divine pONee produce all 
the happy effects upon the natives, which we hope and 
expect to hear, 


ASI i 


TEEMING with an ‘Danieate pesca offers, 
through | the Selements of the Europeans, a door of 
hope for the entrance of the everlatting gofpel. In 
Bengal a noble attempt has been made by the Baptifts, 
which though yet a day of {mall things, we hope fhail 
have great “increale; it affords one proof more, that 
when zeal is awake there is no fuch lion in the ‘ftreets as 
fhould affright with © bis roaring. Other attempts, 
though feeble, are making to fend the light of truth i, 
ao tbat benighted region, were, though the thoufan 
‘and ten thouiands of Europeans: have fettled for the ob. 
jects of gain, few have thought thole of godlinefs worth 
purfuing, and in all that can be called religion, the dif- 
ference between a Chriftian, a Mahomedan, and a 
Gentoo, is but the name. On the Malabar coaft a few, 
and but a few, labor as a kind of forlorn hope under 
the patronage of the great fociety in London, for prop- 
_ agating the gofpel ; their numbers thinned by death, 
and not replenilhed by men of equal fpirit with the de. 
parted, the miffion languifhes, and calls for more vigor 
in the purfait of the abje€t, and greater care in the fe- 
leGion of the miffionaries. A. new fociety of the epif- 
copal clergy lately" Mormed, will, it is to be hoped, take 
the defolate regions into their care, and turn:their atten. 
tion to thefe sountries‘where Bramha and Mahomed yet 
reign Gncontrouled ; and where all the vaft and popu- 
dous countries, from the Thracian Holines to Japan, 


¥ 


APPENDIX 38: 


are almoft deftitute of every {park of Chriflianity, aud 
lying in. the darknefs. of fpiritual death : ob, that sey 
yoight awake to newnels of life | * 


AFRICA, 


DARK as hoe footy inhabitants, and overwhelmed 
with heathen ignorance, or the Mahomedan delufion, 
waits for the-(un of righteoufnefs.. A gleam has darted on 
her coafts, at Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good 
Hope, the harbinger of a blefied day. At prefent, 
however, few, are found. laborers in this uncultivated 
vineyard, The report from Sierra, Leone affords no 
fanguine expe@tation from. that quarter. The. labors 
of the good Moravians at the Cape prefent a more 
hopeful appearance. The attempt of Dr Vanderkemp 
and his aflociates has begun with the moft. promifing 
appearances, and if the increafe be an{werable to the 
commencement, the harveft will be plenteous. The 
account which has been given under the head of mil. 
fions\cannot but awaken the cries. of the faithful for 
more laborers in this vineyard, and to expe@ from this. 
providential opening, that Ethiopia and Saba will foon 
ftretch out their hands unto God. 


From the hahels of this review it cannot bit frike the 
attentive obferver, how very circum!eribed is the extent 
of the Church of the living God, and how immenfe the na- 

tons flill deftitute of the light: ae life, who are notwith- 
ftanding given to Chrift for his inheritance, and. who 
fhall come forth from darknefs, and fhew themlelves at 
the divine call, when he fhall come to claim the throne, 
whofe right it is, and to overuann; overturn, overturn,” 

ail the enemies, who fhall rife up againft him. Fully 
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expeGing the accomplifliment of what God had fpoken, 
the preceding hiftory has opened what hath been done, 

what Is doing, and what may be hoped. If we merely rea. 

foned on the difficulties, and the power we poffefs, our 

hearts might well faint, and our hands be feeble ; but if 
we believe the great and precious’ promifes, all things» 
are pollible to him that believech. Heaven and earth 

fall pals eway, but not one jot or tittle of God’s word 

of prophecy and promile fhall ever pafs away until the 

whole: is’ falfilled. The thiee® impofible for men are 

pothole to God. 
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On the tof pobable means” suf inti oe enlarcing 
the Spuritual Church ci Chrift, particulary? its the Hen. 
then World. ~~ 


T HE objet chiefly pee in view in thefe volumes 
has been the fpiritual Church of Chrift, compofed 
of the individuals in all ages, who have held the doc. 


trines of godlinefs, and adorned them. by an exemplary 


converfation. From fuch alone can adtivity be ex-— 
pected in extending to others the ineftimable bleffings 
of the everlafting gofpel, the tranfcendent excellence 
of which they have themfelves proved, anc compar- 
ed with which, all things belides appear in their “eyes 
to be dung and lofs....Thele have been brought forth © 


. wherever difcovered, <.. all nations, and of whatever 


denomination of Chriftians. Whether the impartiality 
profeffed has been facredly maintained the public muft de- 
termine ; confcicus of the difficulty of being exempt from 
the prejudices of education or conneétions, the author 
can only caft himfelf on the candor of thofe who are belt 
acquainted with the fubjeét, are themfelves [piritual men, 
and know how hard it is to prevent all undue bias in re- 
ports and reprefentations, which have religion for their 
obje&t : fuch will not feverely cenfure the miflakes, 


was aut incuria fudit, 


Aut humana parum cavit natura. 


——which, through inattention, ov the ova actaaghoc of humax. nia- 


tie; have crept iit. 


In one thing he is confident he is not miftaken, that 
the fupreme deiire of his foul is to fee the coming and 
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‘glory of Chrift’s kingdom, by whomfoever prometed, 
_or by whatever means acconplifhed. How this may 
be mofl fpeedily and effeGually done, has been the pre- 
wailing objet of his corfideration: and labors for more 
than forty years, and it hath been the fupreme deiight 
_of thefe years, to fee the pleafure of the Lord ptofper- 
ing, in a happy revival of {piritual religion, and the pro- 
grefs of late beyond his imoft fanguine expettations. 


‘That the golpel fhould be preached to every crea 
ture, is the clear and indifputable command of Him, 

whom all Chriftians profefy themfelves bound to hear 
and obey; and without returning to the: confideration 
of what confitutes that unadulterated word, it is evident 
tothe moit faperfictal obferver, how immenfe are the re- 
gions which have not heard the name of our Redeemer. 
And even where'his gofpel hath been tong preached, how 
little hath its divine influence been Laithivedin the hearts 
of men? There is therefore the moft imperious cali of 

duty on ail thofe, who have believed to the faving of 
their fouls, to roufe up every -exertion to diffule the 
knowledge of Chrill’s redemption, through the habitable 
globe. Mencannot believe in hiny of whom tiey have 
‘not heard, nor hear without a preacher. Who fhall go, 

may deferve folemn ‘confideration. That great fhould 
be thé company: of the preachers, tn the view of the vaft- 
nefs of the heathen world, as well as: the torpidity . of 
thofe, profefling Chrifianity, can admit of no doubt or 
difpute. To'provide proper inflruments, therefore, 
fhould engage the deepeft attention of all who would 
not come under the charge of knowing the path of aia 
and negle€ing it. 


It is one of the fingular features of th c Dice dty | 
that there feéms to be an uncommon concern’ a: 
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“wakened to this objed, throughout the Chriftian world. 


‘The Societies ‘formed io London, Scotland, America, 


“Holland, the Cape, with the eenveinaue ing: members 


throw ghiall) Chriltendom; animated. by, the fame Spirit, 


“and avowing the fame defign, give fome reviving hope 
that thisis rhe dawn of that glorious day.which we ex- 


pet; and fo devoutly pray. for, when we cry, * Tux 
‘RinGpoM coms.” The very ‘{pirit. exifling, has noy 
failed immediately to produce forme pleafing effets in 
all lands ; and calling forth the zeal of very many, in 
{preading the life of gedlinefs around them, has evi. 


“dently prepared the way for. the execution of the ve- 


‘ry purpoles of their affociation, by. roufing the atien- 


‘tion, and engaging the» minds of their brethren to be 


‘fellow-belpers ‘of the:truth ; by farnifhing fupplies, and 
encouraging” ‘men of dike sell to fay, “@ Heream I, fend 
me.” What has been done by one of thefe focieties 


“has been noticed in fome of the preceding pages, and. 


as all thefe inftitutions are as yet. in ab infant flate, it 


“ean hardly’ be conjeétured what they will be able to 


atchieve 5 but if they follow the example of the Lon. 


‘don Miffionary Society, and that body proceed ‘with the 
‘vigor with which it hath begun, it is impoflible to fay 
‘how Preat a part of the heathen warld may come to the 
*brightnefs‘of Ohbrifl’s rifing. It is. jufly to be appre- 
*“hended, that fo great-a work will not proceed without 
bedi ieulties: and difappointments, The. great enemy. of 


fouls will not beafleep, butexert his devices to difcour- 


“age or todifirad. | Nor will i¢ be from without merely - 
ahatthere willbe: ftrugeles; within, men’s views are fo. dif- 


ferent, and their difpofition fo unlike, that in the beft 
affemblies and the -mo@ approved. charafters, it will 
not be poflible to prevent diverfities of opinions and | 
want of unanimity, even when the members wilh to at 


“aright; and ‘have thecaufe.truly at bear. Noibing but 
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the power and prefence of him who can over:rule the’ 
corrupt affeétions of finful men, and make them to be 
of one mind in an houfe, and efpecially in very large’ 
bodies, can cement their union fo as to dire& the ‘moz 
mentum of their efforts to fome’ great.and practicable 
‘objeéts. It muft be acknowledged that in this behalf 
the Moravians appear to give a molt edifying exacyple. 


Where thefe objests of miffionary bbutdt chiefly pre- 
fent themfelves, and how they may moft effeCtually be. 
-accomplifhed, 1 fhall therefore venture to fuggeft ; and 
whether it fhould be my mercy to fee them fulfilled, or . 
fleeping i in the duft, to hope that others’ eyes will be 
‘more bleffed, I fhail count it the great felicity and chief 
‘end of my life if I can contribute in the leaft meafure 
‘to: facifitate: the execution of thefe’ noble defigns. 


In viewing the derlatisnis of the eiadtie world on ev... 
ery fide, our firft attention: will be required’ to weigh 
with deep intelligence of the fubjeét, what reafonable: 
hopes may be entertained ; ‘and where the door of ‘en. 
trance opens with the faireft profpedts of fuccefs. Some 
of the greateft and moft populous nations, fuch as Chi-~ 
na and Japan, crowded with inhabitants, millions up- 
on millions. furnifh a defirable field, but the nature of 
their government feems to: forbid: all accefs, and: it 
would only be devoting viGtims to the flaughter, to fend: 
thither thofe men of God, who fhould teach and preach 
Jefus Chrift: Divine Providence has not as yet made 
the path ftrait into’ thefe lands, and we need: no vice 
to forbid us making the attempt. | 


The Sidebars in Afia, to whom we may. have accefs: . 
in our wide extended territorics in the Eaft, offer a 
more preGicable” door of — though rong and of 
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euliar nee: fence them around, whether Hindoos or 
Mahomedans.. Where God will work, none can let it ; 
but when we are furveying the great objects, and confid. 
ering according to human probability where the Lord © 
points the way for the execution.of his defigns, and 
with fuch inflrumenis as ae are provided,Lbave alwaysbeen 
convinced that the heathen, who arein an inferior flate 
of knowledge and civilization, are to be preferred to 
thofe who are.not advanced. © Thefe views coincided 
with thofe of the London Miffionary Society, and they 
accordingly preferred as the fcene of their operations » 
the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, and the untutored fond 
of Africa, to the more infruGed inhabitants of the In- 
dies ;,and hitherto nothing has occurred to impeach the 
wifdom of their decifion ;, but .contrariwife, with as few 
obftacles as could poflibly be expedted, the Lord feems 
to be opening a door of falvation to the. Gentiles in a 
variety of places, and more help is needed than can ea- 
Aly be fupplied.. When a thoufand lands are alike defli. 
tute, we can only hope to fupply the more urgent calls, 
and lay a foundation on which others ‘its erect a larg- 
er faperftru€ture, © - : 


“It will be worth attention,. to padi obs M4 e Qivens to 
be fixed upon, as moft advantageous for the extenfive 
_ fpread of the everlafting gofpel,. where the apparent dif. 

ficulties of admiffion are: leaft, and the proipels of © 
fuccefs greateft ; and I am fully perfuaded none can 
be found preferable to thofe we have already taken, 
and where a bappy commencement bath been made for 
a more abundant progrefs, : 


S Mibocvar. is well verfed in the saatouhe. of «the 
“country, will immediately difeern, that in the Pacific 
Ocean, no two Mations can te cholen more. central, 
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and. shiobided, with more peculiar advantages, tba, Ton. 
- gataboo and. Otaheite. If no attempt had ever been’ 
made, and the fubject were now: firlt canvafled,. othefe- 
would probably decide every unthin sing and» BPIej ae” 
diced mind, as the place from whence the golpely ones. 
there fixed, might more-eafily. be fpread through she — 
immenfe ideuds. of that ocean. We have made the ef. 
fay,and have now conclufive evidence” of the pradii-» 
cability, of the fcheme, and the different -bodies of our 
mifiionaty brethren feated in. each of thefe flations, 
have provided us with a facility,of means» for, procecd- 
~ ing, equal toy every reafonable: hopes We have ods 
tained the language, are familiarifed with the manners of 
the people, and charmed with the creuetie’ of ee fod 
ani whaniabsa of the climate. a | 

The j ignorance, the feria the Rupidity, the sxinanibets 
nels of the heathen, we expeG to meet, and overcome, 
Af therefore: this ought to ‘be a» principal -obje@t, if » we 
but now fir confuited merely where we: dhould begin» _ 
with the greateil profpe@s of. fuccels, how | much more 

~ ought our paft experience to determine us to proceed | 
with greater» vigor, and more confiderable. reinforce. 
ments, to fecure the advantages we have gained, to~ 
confolidate the work we have commenced, and toform. 
inveach, fuch a feitiement, as, we'may be «morallycer- 
tains wilh be able to maintain -ilelf, and didfufo the. om . 
of truth on ed fide. 

LItis evident that thas occupying: the mof eligible: 
Mations of this great ocean, with an eafy and conflant. . 
communication eftablithed with our brethren, and that. 
capable of being catried on, not. only witheet-exhauft.’ 
ing our funds, but with advantage to them, af) our prefix 
ent fiuation were wifely improved, we fhouldbe: ena 
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forfervices of she mof extenGive kind.’ From -Gtahe> 
ite;vall the Society Hlancs, thole ta the eaft in Bou- 
gainville’s archipelavo, hole to the fonth which have 
been difcovered, T obouaiand'others ; the Marquelas to~ 
the-nort; and as our powers Penicsas fed, the Sandwich. 
Iilands 5: thefe are within an eafy reach, and the coal 
of north welt America equally accefiible. “A {chooner, 
whieh could. eafdy  bé built, would be ° fufficient 
to vilit and keep op connections with. a!l thofe places, 
whenever we had formed a folid feulement at Matavai, 
and could iffue: forth from thence, with fach as would 
be poffeffed of the language, and probably attended by 
- fome of the natives themfelves ; for it is neither pre- 
_ famp:uous nor-abfurd, to expeat that the Lord will give 
ts fome of their fouls for our wages, and that their chil- 


dren may be brovght ae in the nuripre and scqianitine 
of hy iho! . 


Petia a yet Sable feld opens ee Shon gitabin; 
and the fame means in-our power. For fituation noth- 
ing can be more-providentially placed. An-extenfive 
dominion is already eftablifhed, of their chiefs over 
numberlefs iflands ; and if we have the friendfhip of 
the monarch, Futtafaihe, which appeared highly proba~ 
ble from the knowledge we have received, we fhould 
_ find eafy accefs to every part.of his dominions., Wheth- 
“er they ‘reach to the Navigator's Ifles, is uncertain’; bot 
the friendly communication which they have together rise 
well known: thefe are peculiarly..a defirable objc&. 
The Feegee iflands are within ealy accefs of a canoe—~ 
all the vafi:chain, containing millions of inhabitants 10 
the north wef, and north- igi the. new Hebrides, the 
Navigator's rles, the Carolinas ; and to the-fouth, New. 
Zealand acecfible. Whether eben domain large and 
confolidared ellablifhment, without exciting the pany 
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of the natives, the brethren on the fpotcan belt desde, 
We may hope. their condué will have. removed fulpi-~ 
tion, and fecured to us the affedtion of the inhabitants. 
At Matavai there can hardly be a doubt, that we 
might eafily be placed above all reafonable dread of 
danger, and with any meafure of Chriftian prudence 
and. mecknels, Secure ourfelves, without offending OF a. 
larming the natives. At leaft our Peateablene's would 
foon remove all apprehenfions, : 


Through the ERs heather pont: I believe no fuck 
‘ebjekt will be found of apparent utility, or. that will fo 
cordially concentrate the affeGtion, and roufe the efforts 
of all the people of God, whofe attention is now awake, 
in every Chriftian land, to fupport, extend, and carry 
en the work to fome great aad happy iffue,, 


~ Araica next feems to Rtretch out her hands ‘unte 
God, and to offer a moft abundant {cene fer miffionary 
labor and faccefs, Our efforts at Sierra Leone and its 
vicinity, though almoft abortive, did not, ought not, to 
difcourage, "Providence furnifhed us with a more 
healthy climate, and greater facilities of penetrating the 
interior, at the Cape of Good Hope: and if we may 
reafon from the events. which have arifen on our 
firft attempts, a'firm conclufion may be drawn that 
the Lord hath called us thither, and wills we fhould. 
vigoroufly purfue what has been fo happily begun. 
Three great fcenes. forlabor are opened to us at the 
Cape and its vicinity, among the natives and numerous 
flaves.of that colony, who have heard gladly, and are . 
thirfling for inflruGtion, which furely will be fpeedily af- 
forded them. The vaft Caffre nation, to whom it wags 
originally our intention that our brethren fhould go, 
fcems to.occupy an. extenfive tract of country from. the, 
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Indian Ocean, perbaps to the Atlantic. How far they af 
cend into the interior is yet unknown, or whether through 
their country we can have accels to any great nations 
in their vicinity, is to be afcertained only. by fome a- 
mong them ; the apparent’ probability of it is however 
great. “The eagérnefs of the Bofchemen nation to em. 
brace and poffefs fome of our miffionaries, is one of the 
fingular leadings of divine Providence, and feems to 
promife every bleffing we could hope from fuch an un- 
dertaking. ‘The inftruments hitherto employed are. in- 
deed too, teo few, and in the eye of. fenfe too feeble, and 
éry aloud fora more numerous holt to éome over and 
help them. Their voice no doubt will be heard among 
us, and many be ready to fay, Here am I, fend me. 


Thefe are apparently chee aii of entrance ta 
the heathen, immediately prefented to our view, capable 
of being eafily fupplied, and promifing the largeft in. 
creafe ; fufficient of themfelves for a while to engage © 
all our attention, without diverting it to fmaller and in- 
-confiderable attempts, ‘which, by dividing our forces, 
would weaken our efforts iD thofe’ great and noble pur. 
fuits, unto which a gracious providence feems to have 
Jed us by the hand; and if once any happy progrefs 
be made, they open farther, and then eafily acceflible, 
objeéts into the interior of that immenfe and almoft un. 
known continent, as well as to the waft ifland of Mada~ 
gafcar adjacent. ‘The travels of Mr. Park give a pleaf- 
ing view of the temper and docility of the negros. 
All to the fouth of the Niger, feems to be occupied by 
the men of that race. The time perhaps is approaching, 
when the children of Ham thall dwell in the tents of 
Shem, aed be numbered with the fons of God. In- 
deed it muft be owned, that thefe commencements, 
however vgs iam are diminutively fall. Yet a lic 
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fe sea a may “kindle a great fire.” “The gofpet “was, 
i Sate the beginning, fptead by the labors of'a few indi- 
viduals.” He that enabled Paul fully to preach the gof- 
opel. from Jerufalem, round” about unto’ Ilyricum, © has 
the refidue of the Spirit, and can accomp! fh ‘as eafily 
now as tien, the eternal purpoles o of his. will, 


That fomething fhould be aitempted, feems oe gen. 
eral defire of the thoufands and tens'of thoufands of 
God's people in all lands. The little that hath been 


‘undertaken, confirms and encourages our hopes i in the 


: a) x AR enlarged manner. Purluing” thefé promifing be- 


ies 


_ gionings, every fep we svat will make the next more 
 pradticable, and the leadiags of divine Providence di. 
rect us where we doubt, inftru® US where we have mif. 
taken, and tend to open a greater and more ‘effe€tual 
“Way. into, the heath hen worl i than bath ay been difcov. 
_ ered. 


_The aftivity which hath been bene at = by 
Pehle efforts to fpread the gofpel abroad, is at the fame 
_time,a proof of the divine benedi@ion upon this labor 
of love, and a moft effeGtual means of continuing a fup. 
ply of plenteous laborers for the harveft. If thé means 
which have been. emploved are purfued with incréafing 
diligence, we cannot but ‘hope that the iffge will be 
more abundantly bleffed. 


% 
= 


Rouledto a foléma danhawian of the fubje&, in 
many of the congregations of the faithful among whom 
_ the power of godiinefs has been diffufed, and encourag- 
ed by the exhoftatiods OF their zéalous pattors, fome of 
“the molt intelligent and bef informed, ha¥e offered 
them! elves to vifit in their vicinity, the villages and 
hamlets, where the néegleét of the er the: diftance 
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ef slace’ of worfhip, and the ignorance of young. and 
old, have efpecially. demanded inflruétion. Hither 
they have gone to erect {chools —to converfe with the 
beeen yvifit the fick—to read—and, where there are 
perions qua lified, , to, expound. the fcriptures x x and the 
number of new, places of divine worlhip which have | 
thus been opened, is very great... It, is highly to be de- 
fired, that. the fame plan fhould be every where pru- 
denily and zealoufly purfued, as nothing appears to have 
a greater tendency, to diffufe. the knowledge of Chrift a, 
_ mong us, than fach infitutions. ‘The faithful minifers 
of the gofpel wiil therefore-do, well to encourage thefe 
_ endeavors, and to excite the zealous of their flocks to 
“be thus helpers together i in the truth ;. and fuch a body 
cannot fail to,afford. miffionary fup lies for the heathen 
abroad, as. well as at home. It would be highly defira- 
ble alfo, if all the minifters of Chrift. encouraged thofe 
‘who feemed defirous to, devote themfelves to miffonary 
Jabors among the heathen, and afforded them fuch 
means of improvement as would render them more ufe. 
ful laborers, whenever the calls of frefh {upplies of mif- 
fionaries ep the heathen fhould be heard. It is from 
the drops which, fall on the bill, trickle into the brook, 
and flow into the flream, that the river muft be come 
pofed. It will be highly defirable, and moft condefive 
to promote this great work of God, if every zealous | 
minifler of the go!pel bears this continually on his heart, 
earries it to his great Mafler on his knees, and contii~ 
butes his mite to the treafures of the mpoeeTy:. 


Itis not neceffary, that mifeonaties fhould all, or ma: 
ny « of them, be men of letters, or claffical bnowledae: 
Ifa few only are perfons of more improved underftand. 
ing, the body of their brethren, united with them, and 
under them, will 4 as ulefully employed in their (peat 
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al arts aad Sucapatione, asin any’ other rode whats 
ever. Examples of indaftry, and inflraors in the fev 
éral handicrafts which lead to civilization, they will 
have the frongeft tendency to attach the natives to as 
invite then into our fociety, and ‘bring them under the 
means of grace. “By patient penfeverande in teaching 
the rifing Ldaetation, and bearing with the prejudices of 
thofe who are more advanced in yéars, we may engage 
vien to form a happy usion with” us, and the’ iffue be - 
their converfion to the truth, asit is in Jatus. 


Hoping that ee a sions oivie may every day 
i more diffiled and ftrengthened, and fully affured of 
its tendéncy to produce the molt blefféd éffeQs around 
“us, and to the ends of the earth, it is greatly tobe wifh= 
éd that thofe who have begun will not be weary in well 
doing, difcouraged by difappointments; or deterred by 
difficulties’; but by their example engage and’ excite 
others gp purfue the fame fteps, till fuch'a body may be- 
formed, as fhall farnith, whenever and wherever wanted, 
“ab TY laborers for the harvelt. The work is the 
““Lord’s; but men mult be the intruments, and: the 

pee mutt be employed before the end can be attain. 
ed. es hy EEE Se SR tes 
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‘ Momies af ihe Leadings of Divine Prouidenen, § in he 
Cali of Capiain James Wilfon to the Wore Bes conduc. 
ied the Cpu Sea. Mahe a ee 

“A Ss ee Church of Ged in peo ‘and. ihe Mi as. 

& ary Society in particular, are fo bigbly. indebted 
to the noble and difinterefled fervices of Capiain james 

Witton, 1 wih to record hisname among the worthies, 

whos it {preading . the goipel among the heathen, defeive 

to be haw inceipecial remembrance. <The Gogular wil. 
dom and. prudence with. which he difcharged bis tui, 


and the uncommon fuccefs. which crowned his. “bors, : 


through the whole of bis long. cand perilous voyage, : are 
‘a frefh manifeflation of the care and keeping of ibat gra. 
cious Lord, who had fo, oftea before, and in fech. a 


wotderful manner, Jed him by-a way, which he knew 


“not; preterved: him amidfi deaths oft, and dangers {jo 


peculiar 5 and after bearing with him in all his rebellion, 
_and infenfibility, having chofen bim from the beginning 


for himfelf, prepared bim by a feries of preceding prov. — : 
_ddences for that work, which he was fo PE ew ay ea 


fied to fu.al. 


The following particulars are colle&ed from minutes 


of converfations, beld at different times. As the cir- 


cumftances affected me in the relation, 1 cannot but 
periuade myfelf they will produce the alike effet! upor 
others ; lead them to admiring and adoring views of ihe 


if. 


“riches of the grace herein difplayed ; and be to the. 


-praife of his glory, who. hath mercy on whom He will 
thave mercy, 1 perfuade myfelf the Captain will not be 


cpt: 
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offended with the liberty I have taken, and will rejoice 

“if bis eventful flory, and its happy. iflue, become the 

means of Apicitaat benefit, to any of ve like finful fons 
gt ign, Se ta | 


Costain site Wilfon was the youre of feventeen 
children’; bis father was commander of’a fhip in the” 
Newcaltle trade, and brought him up from his earliet 
years in the fea fervice. “During the lalt war he ferved 
in America, and was hit at the battle of Buakers 
Hil I; and oF on Mand. Ve SN TE 


On his return Bcc Aperides he, clcafiet a birth as 

a mate of an Ealt Indiaman, being, though young, an a. 
ble navigator. After arriving’ in fafety at Bengal, he 
quitted his fhip, and determined to abide in that coun- 
try. There he becamé engiged in tne'country fervice, 
and in one’ of thefe: voyages,’ ‘Mr. Cabel, the marive 
pay- matter, failing with him from Madras to Calcutta, 
was fo eee pleafed with bis” ‘condua, as to com- 


Tak ae 


fords ae the’Eaf, to Agile them of ihre per ‘of 
the French fguadroa tide Suffrein, on the’ coat; and 
16 put them on their guard. The fhip te- commanded 
was ill found, and in the voy ge her ftern polt grew fo — 
_ toofe as to ad nit fo mach water, that with difficulty fhe: - 
was prevent?d from foundering. He was therefore d- 
bliged to ran for Madras, and Off Palicat difeovered the 
French flset going down the coat: he exsséted them 
io chafe,'and preffed with all fail for the fhore, where a>” 
dangerous fhoal probably ‘prevented purfuit and sogii 
ture; bat the fhip was fo leaky, he was oblized to run 
hee on the’ hice to fave their lives, He ‘proceeded: © 


- 
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diate to Madras, jul at bees pattie moment when the | 
fettlemént was/in we greatell ditirels. Sx Eyre Coote 
had*marched ito the douth, and was fo furrounded by... 
Hyder ‘Aily’s army, that no ‘upplies could reach bim by. 
land; and the French fqueaion, anchored at Pandi. 
eleinys had cut off all fupplies by fea, fo that the Biitifle 
troops were reduced to great difficulties, and an danger 
of famin ie, their ores being nearly esbaulled., | 


Ps cial Pia fhips had been loaded with rice at Mad: 
ras, but as the French fleet’ lay dircétly in the way, they : 
_ dared not atrempt the paffaze 10 Cuddalore, near whicd 
g Sir kyre Coote was env amped. ‘The Governor of Mad. 
ras, Mr: Smith, had heard of Mr. Willon, and thougs. 
a young man, fent for him, and enquircd, if he would at- 
tempt to carry down the fhips with the fupplies for the 
camp, flating the danger and hazard of the run, and of. 
fering him four bundred papodas for the fervice, and . e 
more, if he fhould be detained beyond a fortnight, 
The Czpiain undertook to attcmprt the paffage, and im 
me‘iately made preparations for his depariure... The _ 
veflel in which he embarked was about five hundred. 
and twenty tons burden, with three others under his ie 
command, ail navigated by black men, -him(elf being 
the only Kurcpean, except an «ficer who went down as. 
pafienger to the army.’ He pufbed nas far as Sadras, — 
about fixteen leagues, where he tock refuge ubder the 
‘Dutch flag, and difpatched two Hirearrahs to Sir Eyre 
Coote, to inforv: him of bis approach, and to expeé 
bis orders. But the roads were all fo obfiuled by. 
Hy der’s horfe, that to avoid ‘that mare uding amy. the. 
Hircarrahs were obliged to take a great circuit ; and aa 
‘they ventured to trevel only by night, they were eleven | 
days before they returned. They brought from the 
General the moft urgent orders to proceed ai all hazards, . 
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and without'a moment's hein adding, that if the Cap~ 
tain brought only ene vet, and fof the’ setts it would. 
be the molt effential fervice. He accordingly immedi. 
ately” wétched anchor, proceeding at fuch a difiance 
from Por dicherry as to. fee from the matt bead the” 
French: flag, and if poflible.to pafs them in the night | 
nedNeovered. . The French fleet that very evening 
weighed pectin occafioned by a fingalar circum ‘tance, : 
which was afierwards known, Suffrein had’ fent his wa. 
ter cafks on fhore to be fil led, and they lay on the 
“beach. Siz Eyre. Coote had detached a corpfe of Pren- 
adiers and light infantry, who entered Pondicherry 
which was open 6n the Jand fide fince the fortiscations 
_ had been demolifhed. Vhey found and faved all the 
talks, de ftroying them entirely ; and this induced Suf, 
#eeia. to vin down to Point De Gall to repair the lols, 
zak a at that moment when Captain Wilfon was palling in 
the offing. As Saffrein’s fhips- failed fe much beter 
than his they were off Cadduere in the morning, and 
- Captats Wilfon arrived in the afternoon, thus providen- 


 alally vee and bringing in the whole of the cargoes 


‘entrotted ta’ his care, onal re much wanted by the ar- 
osiy.°~Phey had then been reduced to theirs lat farty. 
hve igs of paddy, and nota grainof rice to be pra- 
cured. This fupply refoued them from the impending 
famine, or the neceffity of cutting their way through the 
enemy ; and under God was the means; as all acknowl. 
edged, of the prelervation of the army and the Canna- 
tic, » Captain Willen bad-fome fores of his own, which 
“were greedily feized and devoured, as foon as janded. 
The next diy he was invited to dine with the. General 
and the Siaff, and was placed at Sir Eyre Cooate’s right 
haod, and’ re ceived the moft cordial | acknowledgments 


for his fervices. He inforaved the company of the 


hice af his Lores.3 they bid him » prepare’an accauat 


~ 
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af themy and gave him, a pagoda, for’ “every <bétde of 
wine, aod for the reft in propertion, fo that this fecce{- 
ful. trip produced him about a thoufand pounds, and a 
téllimony of Sir Fyre Coote’s high Griion in the 
fervice which he had performed. 5 


Returning to. Bengal, he continued to. bee ‘emp eed 
in carrying down fupplies : but as thele voyages ins 
¢lade nothing interefting, I fhall only note his unfortus 
mate capture by the French, when be was going with a 
very valuable cargo of military flores for Sir Edward 
Hughes. whofe ammunition had been nearly exhaufled . 
in the well known conflict with Suffrein. He was cara 
ried into Cuddalore, which had been taken by the 
French, and there he found the crew of the Hannibal 

in the fame captivity. He was permitted, with other of. | 
ficers, to be at large on his BE and tees Aborely 
to be exchanged. 


_ Hyder. Ally bad at tbat time overrun and wafted 
ya part of the Carnatic ; and in conjundtion with 
the French, after taking Cuddalore, hoped to expel the 
Englifh from all that territory. He had lately. defeaied 
Colonel Baily’s detachment, and made them prifoners, 
and ufed every effort 10 get.as. many of the Evglthh as 
poflible into his power, in order either to tempt them 
» into bis fervice, or to gratify his brutality” by expefing 
them to a lingering death. He hed. bribed Sufrein- 
_ with three bundred thonfand. rupees, 10 furrender upto 
him all bis prifoners at. Cuddalore; and the order he- 
ing communicared to the.commander of the fort, moth- 
ing could excecd the indignation, and. grief which he 
and his officers teflified. at {uch .an infamous bargain. 
However, as he dared not difobey the orders of bis fu- 
perior, .he informed the gentlemen on parole of the | 
tranfaction, and his necefiity of delivering them bh the 
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mext day to the efcort appoines to carry them to ae 
kngapatam. a 


Captain Wilfon no Sones peeved the intelligence, 
than he determined that very nicht, if poffible, to at. 
tempt his efcape from a captiviry which appeared to 


Rim worfe than death. He Had obfetved as he walked 


the ramparts, the puffibility of dropping down into the 
river; and though he neither knew ‘the height of the 

wall, nor the widtb of the rivers which were to be 
eroffed, before he could reach a neutral feitlement, he 


sleet ontied to feize the moment of delav, and vie the 
-eonfequences, whatever damger or dificul Y might ae i in 


the aye 


He co mmunicated his refolution to a brother officer, 


and a Bengvele. boy, his fervant, who both refolved to 


accompany him ia his. flight. It was concerted be. 
tween them to meet oa the ramparts, juft before, the 
guard was fet, as it grew dirk, and Glently drop down 
from the battlemeat. Before the hour appoiited his 
éompanion’s heart failed him. About feven o'clock, he, 
with his boy Toby, fofily afcended the rampart unpers 


ceived, and the Captain leaping down, uncertain of the 


depth, pitched on his feet : but the fhock of fo great a 
defcent, about forty féet, made his chin frike again® 
hic knees, and tumbled him headlong fato the river, 


“which ran at the foot of the wall, and he dreaded leaft 
the noife of the dafh into the water would diftover him. 
‘He recovered himfelf, howéver, as’ foon as poffidle, and 
returning to the foot of the wall, where there was a_ 


dry bank, bid the boy drop down, and caught him fats 
in his arms. 


All that part of the Tanjore country is low, and ine 
terfecled with a number of rivers, branching off from, 


eta. 
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othe ateat ‘Cotton : “ thefe muft all be ileceily croffed. 
He enquired, therefore, of the boy, if he could fwim ; 
. but found he could not... This was very ,embarrafling, 
but he refolved: nat. to leave him bebind,.and therefore 
‘took him on his back, being an excellent {wimmer, and 
catried him over. They pufhed. towards Porto Nuo- 
wo, about four. eae and.an half from Cuddalore. 
"They. had. pafled three arms of the river and advanced 
rf at as great.a pace as they poflibly could, to make ule 
.of the night, fince their hope of fafety depended chiefly 
on the. diflance they could, reach before the morning | 
. light... Not far from Porto Nuovo, a feapoy, century 
chal lenged, ‘Who goes there ? on which they fhrunk 
 bacl k, and concealed themfelves turning down to the 
river fide. © The river in that place was very wide, and 
. ni ibtiie Weck the fea, the tide ran in with great rapidity. 
‘He took, however, the boy on his back, as he had done 
» before, iid bid hia be fure only to hold by his hands, 
* and caf his legs behind him + but when they ‘came in- 
“6 to the breakers, the boy was frightened, and clung aq 
round the Captain with his legs fo faft, as almoft to fink 
“him. With difficulty he fruggled with the waves, and 
’ turning back to the fhore, found they muft ‘inevita- 
‘ £ ‘bly peri together, if he thus attempted to proceed. 
¥ Therefore, fetting the boy fafe on land, he bid him go 
back t6 Door Mein, who would take care of ‘him ; : 
~ butthe poor lad has never fince been heard of, though 
‘the moft diligent enquiries were made after him. © As 
| delay was death to hiav he plunged again into the ftream, 
and buffeting the waves, pufhed for the oppofite fhore 3 
“but he found - tide running upwards fo'ftrong, that 
in fpite of all his efforts he was carried along with the 
current, and conftrained, at a confiderable diftance, 
_ to return to the fame fide of the river, Provi- 
~ dentially,. at the place where he landed, he * difcov- 
, Cec 
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ered by the moonlight, dry on the beach a cance, De 


' which he immediately feized, and was drawing down to 


the river, when two black men rufhed upon him, and 


demanded whither he was going with that boat. He 
feized the outrigger of the canoe as his only weapon of 
defence againft the paddles, which they had fecured, 
and told them he had loft his way, had urgent bufinels 
to Tranquebar, and thither he muft and would go : and 
launching. with all his remaining ftrength the canoe into — 


‘the river, he intreated them to convey him to the other 


fide. The good-natured Indians laid: down their pad. 
dies on the thafts, and whilf he ftood in the flern row. 
ed him to the oppofite fhore. He returned them mas 
ny sen having nothing elfe to give them, and leap- 
ing on the beach, immediately pufhed forward with all 
his might. He found he had as great a diftance to pafs 
tothe Coleroon, as he hadralready travelled, and there: 


_ fore continued his courfe: with full feeds the mooa 


fhiaing bright ; and before break of day reached thie 
large arm of the river, of which thofe which he had 
croffled were branches. Exhaufted with the fatigue he 


had undergone, and difmayed with the width of this 


mighty ftream, he flood for a moment heGtating on the © 
brink ; but the approach of morning, and the danger 
behind him being fo urgent, he ftretched out his arms 


to the flood, and preffed for the fhore. How long he 


“was in erating he cannot afcertain; he thinks he muft 


= 


— ity, and whic 


have flept by the way, from fome confufed remem- 
brance as of a perfon awaking from a fiate of infenfibit. 

} fupoles, had lafted half an hour at 
with the light of the morning he had 


‘reached the land, and flattered himfelf that all his dan- 
“gers were paft, and his liberty fecured : when, after ‘ 


paffing a jungle which led to the fea-fide, he afcended | | 


= fand. bank to: look around him, — “There, to his terror 


aaa 
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and furprile, be; perceived a party of Hydes’s horfe- 
fcouring the coaft ; and being difcovered by them, they 
galloped up to bim: in a moment feized, and fiript him 
naked, unable to fly or refit; and tying his hands be- 
“hind his back, faflened a rope to them, arid thus drove - 
him before them to the head quarters, feveral miles dif- 
tant, under a burning fun, and covered with. blifters. 
He fuppofes be mult have gone. that night and day, 
more than forty miles, befides all the rivers he had croff. 
ed. But to what efforts will not the hope of life and 

-diberty prompt ? What fufferings and dangers will men 

‘not brave to fecure them? Yet Ad were but the be. 
ee ginning of his forrows, Be 


* The officer at the head quarters was a Mahometan, one 
of Hyder’s chieftains. He interrogated the poor prif 
~ oner fharply who he was, whence he came, and whith- 


er going ? Mr. Wilfon gave. him an ingenuous account 


of his efcape from Cuddalore, and the reafons for it, 
with all the circumflances attending his. flight. The 
-moorman, with wrath, looked at him, and Naik, jute bat, 
% that is’a lie,” as no man ever yet pafled the Coleroon 
_ by fwimming, for if he had but dipped the tip of bis fin. 
© gers in it, the alligators would have feized him. The 
_ captain affured him the truth was fo, and gave him fuch 
 indubitable evidence of the faét, that he could no long. 
er doubt the relation ; when lifting up his hands, he 
~eried out, Gouda ka Adami! “this is God’s man.” So 
Caiaphas prophefied. He was indeed God’s man. 
_. The Lord had marked him for tiaagn, medi as yet 
~ be knew him not. n 
He was. immediately marched Ae ‘naked, and blif- 
tered all over, to the former boufe of his prifony, and in 
aggravated Peaypeene: for his Hight, Hyder refuled him 
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Wervitisn to join his fellow officers, his former compan- 
ions, and thruft him into a dungeon among the mean- © 
eft captives. Chained to a common: foldier he was - 

next day led out, almoft famifhed, and nearly naked, to 
march on foot to Seringapatam, in that burning climate, — 
about 500 miles diftant.. The-officers beheld his forlorn — 
condition with great concern, unable to procure him any — 
redrefs ; but they endeavored to alleviate his mifery, 

by fupplying him with immediate neceflariess One | — 
gave him a fhirt, another a waiftcoat, another flockings 

and thoes, fo that he was once more covered and e 

quipped for his toilfome journey. But the brutes his 
condu@tors, had no fooner marched him off to the firft . 
halting place than they again ftripped him to his fkin, and 
left him — a forry rag to wrap navn his middle. 


In this wretched Rats, haired to another fellow faf: 
fercr, under a vertical fun, with a fcanty provifion of 
rice only, he had’ to travel maked and barefoot five 
hundred miles, infulted by the brutes, who goaded hina 

on all theday—at night thruft into a damp unwhole- 
fome prifon, crowded with other miferable obye&s, 


se) Ons their way they. were brought into Hyder’s pref. 
ence, and ftrongly urged to enlift in his fervice, and 
profefs his religion, and thus obtain their ‘liberty : to 
induce them to which thefe horrible feverities were in- 
flied on them, and to efcape thefe at any rate fome of’ 
the poor creatures confented. But the captain rejeGt- 
ed thefe offers with difdain, and though a ftranger to a 
nobler principle, and: deftitute of all religion, fo great a 
fenfe of honor impreffed him, that he+refolved to pre- 
fer death, with: all its J ceuahangl: to ue and: Mahom- 
Be nee nas 
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Io confequence of the dreadfuinefs of this «march, 
expofed by dav to the heat,.and cooped up in a-damp 
prifon by nivht, without ciothes, and almoft without 
- food, covered with fores, and the irons entering inte 
his fleth, he was, in addition to all the reft of his fuffer.' 
ings, witackad: With ihe) flaw: : and how he arrived at 
Seringapatam alive, fo weakened» with ‘difeafe and fa-« 
tigue, is wondertul, Yet greater mileries awaited him 
there. Nak. d, difeafed, half farved, he was thrult: in. 
-to a noifome wihifiai deftitute of food or medicine, with 
one hundred and fifty: three  fellow-fufferers, chiefly 
Highlanders of Colonel Macleod’s regiment, men of re- 
matkable fize and vigor. ~The very irons which Colo. 
nel Baily hed worn were put on him, weighing thirty. 
two pounds:; and this peculiar rigor he was informed 
was the puaifhment for his daring to attempt an efcape, 
- as well as for bis refolute rejeGion of all the tempting 
offers made him.) The other officers were at large, and ~ 
among them was the prefent General Baird, {fo lately — 
the avenger of their wrongs when he flormed this very 
city.) Poor Wilfon was imprifoned with the common 
foldiers, and chained to one of them night and day. 


It is hardly poffible to exprefs the fcenes of unvaried 
mifery that for two and twenty months he fuflered in. 


this horrible place. The prifon was a fquare, around 


the walls of which was a’kind of barrack for the guard. 
‘In the middle was a covered place open on. all fides, 
expofed to the wind and rain, There, without any bed 
but the earth, or covering but the rags wrapt round 
him, he was chained to a fellow- fufferer, and often fo 
cold, that they have dug a hole in the: earth, and buri- 
ed iheeifelvess in it, as fome ‘defence from the. chilling 
_blafts of the night.. Their whole allowance was only a. 
pound of rice a day per man, and one rupee for ole 


> 


Te 
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days, or one pice a day, lefs than a penny, to provide 
falt. and- fire to cook the rice. It will hardly be be- 
lieved, that it was among their: eager employments to 


collect the white ants, which pellered them in the prif- 


on, and fry them to procure a fpoonful or two of their 


buttery fubftance, A flate of raging hunger was never 
-appealed by an allowance {carcely able to maintain life; 
and the rice fo fall of fiones, that he coul 


not ew, 
but mall {wallow it; and oftén (he faid) he was afraid 
to thrufl his own fingers in his mouth, left he fhould be 


ra 


tempted to bite them: 


\ 


The noble and athletic bighlanders were among the 
firft vidims. The flux; and dropfy daily diminifhed 
their numbers. Often’ the dead corpfe was unchained 


-. from his arm in the morning, that another living fuffer- 


er might take his place, and fall by the fame dileafes, 
How his confiitution could endure fuch fufferings is af. 


~ tonifhing. Yet he had recovered from the flux which 


he carried into:the prifon, and fora year maintained a 


flate of health beyond his fellows ; but worn down with 


mifery, cold, hunger and nakadnals, he was attacked with 


“the ufual fymptoms which had carried off fo many oth. 
ers. His body enormoufly_diltended, his thighs as big 


as his waift before, and his face enormoufly bloated. 


death feemed to have feized: him for his prey. But his 


heart was ftill infenfible as the nether milftone. God 


was not in all bis thoughts, and his confcience cauterif- 


ed, as ifmade Rupid by his fufferings, he was-dying as 


_ the beaft which perifheth. No humiliation, no praver, 


no fenfe of fin, no. recourfe toa pardoning God, no 
care about am eternal world, he lay in a ftate of torpor 


towards every thing holy and heavenly, occupied only 


- with the defire and hope of recovery. How he furviv. 


ed fuch accumulated mifery, exhaufted with famine 
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‘tak’ difeafe, the anwholefome vapours of a ‘prilenabick. 
ening. around him, and the iron entering into his flefh, 
is next to a miracle: but the days of man are aienbee- 
ed. He is immortal in the regions of the fhadow of 
death, ull his appointed time fhall come. 


d now to the extremity of weaknefs, his inine 
tto be endured, and threatening mortification, 
‘to touch the moment of his diffolution, and 
was releafed from them to lie down and die. The fol. 
dier to whom he had been Jaf}-chained had ferved him 
with great affeGion, whilft others who had been linked 
together often quarrelled, and rendered mad by their 
fufferings, blafphemed and aggravated each others mife- 
ries. Seeing him thus to appearance. near his end, and 
thinking it might alleviate his pain, Sam entreated, he. 
might {pend for oil, the daily pice, about three farth- 
ings, paid them, and anoint his legs, but the Captain ob- | 
jected, that he fhould then have nothing to buy firing 
and falt to cook the next day’s provifion. Sam fhook 
his head, and faid, Mafter, Before that'l fear you will be 
dead, pul Néber wale 1d: Biv whe cai tell what a day 
‘may ‘pling forth ? He had exchanged his allowance of 
tice that day for a {mall {pecies of gram, called ratche 
pier, which he eagerly devoured, and being very thirfty, 
he drank the liquor in which they were boiled, and this 
produced fuch an amazing evacuation, that in the 
courfe of a few hours, his legs and thighs, and body, 
from being bloated ready to burft, were reduced to a 
fkeleton, and though greatly weokeneds he was com- 
pletely relieved ; and afterwards recommended the trial 
~ with fuccefs to many of his fellow prifoners. Fis irons 
were now replaced, though lefs heavy. 3 and being mere 
_tkin and bones, they would flip over ‘his ince and 
leave his bi at liberty. 


ee 
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The ravages of death had now thinned their ranks,» 
and few remained the liviag monuments of Hyder Al- | 
ly’s cruelty and malignity : nor would thefe probably — 
have conflifed with’ their miferies many months or 
days ; but the vi€tories of Sir Evre Coote happily hum. 
bled this moniter, and compelled him relu@antly to fub- 
mit, as one of the conditions of peace, to the releafe’ of - 
all the Britifh captives. With thefe glad “dips, after 
twenty.two months fpent on the verge of the grave, Mr. - 
Law, fon of the Bifhop of Carlifle, arrived at Seringap- 
atam, and to him the prifen doors flew open; but what 
a fcene prefented itfelf! emaciated, naked, covered 
with ulcers, more than half dead, only thirty-two re. 
mained out of one hundred and fifty-three brave men, 
to tell the difmal tale of the fafferings of their prifon- : 
noufe, 


Their humane and compaffionate deliverer immedi. 
ately provided them with clothes, drefling for their 
wounds, and food for their hunger: but now their mer- 
cies threatened to be more fatal to them even than their 
miferies. Tbe ravenoufnels of their appetite could not _ 
be reftrained ; and though cautioned and warned again& 
excefs, they devoured the ‘meat provided with fuch 
keen avidity, that their ftomachs, long unaccuftomed to 
animal food, were incapable of digeftion. Captain Wil- 
fon was of the number who cou! id not bridle his crave 
ings; the fad effects immediately followed. He was 
feized that nizht with a violent fever, became delirious, 
and for a fortnight his life was defpaired of. In his pri. 
fon, under fufferings more than human nature feemed 
capable of he had ftruggled through, and for 
the moft pirt enjoyed a ftate of health and Rrength, but 
now in the moment of hberty, joy, and abundance, be 
received a ftroke more fevere than any he had before 
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undergone. How little can we determine of the good 
or evil before us under the fun ? He was a more wiretch- 


ed being furrounded by kind. friends, and every hu- 


mane attention, than he had been deftitute, famifhed, 
covered with fores, and lying naked onthe floor of a 


dungeon. But he who is the Lord of life and glory, 
_ had determined he fhould not thus perth, When’ all 


human aclp had failed, the great Phy Gcian who was the 


_ balm to. heal the delpesate, rebuked the fever, reftored 


his underftanding, and raifed him up once more. from the 
duft of death ; the eternal fource of mercy would not cut 
him offin the impenitence and hardnefs of his heart ; 


_ he had grace in ftore for him, and work prepared, when 


the fet.time fhould come ; and fuch work as was the 
farthereft from-every idea he had yet. entertained. He 
was for this continued among the living, to praife him, 
as he doth this day ; but at that time, mercies had no 


more éeffe@ on him than mileries... His heart was yet . 


hardened, and he knew not the hand which healed him. 
_ The day of falvation was not yet arrived, nor the pe- 
_tiod of his chaftifements clofed. He returned. to life and 
health, with all the fame corrupt propenfities, the fame 
desi pale heart, the fame forgetfulnefs of God, and con. 
tempt of his word and commandments. No (offerings: 


smneeegnot thofe of hell itfelf can produce.a falutary change : 


a finner would come out of thefe flames, the fame as he 
entered them, unlefs the fpirit of love and power 
changed the heart of ftone into a heart of flefh, and 
melted the obdurate into godly forrow, working repen- 
tance unto falvation never to be Tepenins, OF 


Being now reftored, and capable of sehompanying his 
eountrymen he defcended the Gauts and proceeded on 
to Madras. Lord Macartney had forwarded a fupply 
@i cloaihs to mect them, but there not being a fufficien. 

Doe 
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cy for all, fome had one thing and foie another +t 
Mr. Wulfon’s thare a very large military hat fell, which — 
with a banian and pantaloons, with many a breach, 
made his meagre figure very much refemble a aes 
Impatient to vilt his. friends, he walked on from the 
Jaft haliing place, and the centries hardly would tet him 
pafs.. He baftened to a friend, whofe name was Elis, 
and knocking at the door, enquired of the pe for 
their mafter and mittrefs. The footmam ftared at him, 
and faid, they were not at home, and were fhrutting the 
door again{t bim, when he preffed in, rufhed by them, 
and threw himfelf down on a fofa, The fervants were 


‘Mahometans, who hold the infane in much reverence, 


and fuch they fuppofed him ; and without any violence 
ufed to remove him, Captain Wilfon was permitted qui- 
etly to repofe himfelf ; and being tired, he fell into the 


‘moft ptofound fleep, in which flate his friends on their 


return found him, and hardly recognized him, he was fe 
altered. They left him thus found affeep tll the evening, 
when the luftres were lighted, and feveral friends aflem- 


- bled, curtous to hear the {tory of his miferable captivity. 
- When he awoke and faw the glare of light, and the per. 
fons around him, he could fcarce recover his recdllec- 
tion, and for a moment feemed as if he had dropped in- 
to fome enchanted abode. ~The welcome and kind -. 
. treatment of his friends, who fupplied all his wants, foon 
-reftored him to his former life and fpirits ; and he be- 


gan to. think of new fervice, as he had yet obtained 
but a {canty provifion, which his long. captivity had not 
much increafed, though he received the arrears of his 
pay. He accordingly {hipped himfelf as firft mate in 


the Intelligence, Captain Penington, for Bencoolen and 


Batavia. In his paffage through the {traits of Malacca, 
they. were {urroundéd with water fpouts, one of witich 
was very near, and they fired to difperfe it. ‘The roar- 


% 


APPENDIX. 3 au 


ing was tremendous, and prefently a torrent of rain 
poured on the fhip, which brought down with it many 
filh and fea weeds, yet the water was perlecily freth ; 
a phenomenon fingularly curious, 


During this voyage the white ants and cock-roaches, 
with other infects, multiplied in the moft prodigious 
manner, | fo that it was refdlved to run the fhip down’ 
from Bencoolen to Puley Bay, and lay ber completely 
under water to get rid of the vermin. After a forinight 
they pumped her dry, and the quantity deftroycd of 
thele creatures,. with centipedes three or four inches 
long, was incredible. _Bencoolen is a moft unhealthy 
piace, but Puley Bay is the region of the fhadow of 
death ; from thence none efcape without the putid fe. 
ver. Perhaps the wetnels of the fhip added nota litle ~ 
to the caule of mortality. Before they left the ba), eve. 
. ty man of the crew, who were Europeans, except Wil- 
fon, died. The Captain came down well on Chriftmas 
day, and only dined on board and returned the fame 
night ; the very next day he fickened and died. A 
recruit of black men was fent from Bencoolen to navi- 
_ gate the veffel. The very day they failed out of the 
harbor, Captain. Wilfon, who had refifted hitherto the 
intemperature of the climate, and then commanded the 
veflel, was attacked with the fever.~ One Swede yet re. 
mained. He had always accounted for the death of bis 
_. companions, and imputed it to their imprudence. He 
had confidence he fhould efcape. He was then at the 
helm, going out of the harbor: the Captain, who, 
though ill, kept the deck, obferved the fhip very badly 
fteered, ane called out. The Swede quitted the wheel, 
and fat down on the hen.coops. The Capiain himfelf 
tan to the wheel to rectify the courfe; florming at the 
man who had left the helm. He made no reply ; bat 
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how great was his furprife, when, on going up to him he * 


found him a corpfe. The fhip however vifiied Batavia, 
and arrived in Bengal; and though his health continu- 
» ed to fuffer, the Captain made a very profitable voyage. 


During ayear and a half he had repeated and danger- 
ous relapfes, and more than once approached the gates 
of death. He continued however to improve his for. 
tune, and became himfelf a fharer in the veflel as weil 
as commander. Having thus accumulated a fmal} com- 
petence for that country, he refolved to return to Eng- 
land, and fit dewn content with what he hdd, and en. 
deavor to recover his health and enjoy himlelf. 


With this view he embarked as paflenger in the fame | 


fhip in which that good man, Mr. Thomas,one of the 
Baptift miflionaries, was returning from. Rengal to Eng. 
land. With him he had frequent difputes about reli- 
gion ; and being as ‘infidel in principle as carelefs in 
conduét, he could not but grieve fo gracious a minifter, 


who abferved one day to the chief mate, that he fhould , 


- have much more hope of converting the Lafcars to 


Chriftianity, than Captain Wilfon; fo deeply myfteri- - 


ous are the ways of Providence. The things impoffible 
to man, are poflible with God ; but the time was not 
yet. 


Being arrived fafe at Portfmouth, he immediately 
looked around him for an agreeable abode, and having 
foon difcovered fuch a one at Horndean, in Hamphhire, 
he purchafed it, and determined to fit down contented 
with the very moderate fortune which he had brought 


from India, and amufe himfelf with gardening and the 


fports of the country. Being unmarried, he confidered 


of a proper perfon to have the condué of his houfe and’, 


q 


# 
family. He hada fenfible and agreeable niece, whom 
he particularly defired to take ‘this care upon her. She 
was a truly religioas woman. and when prefled by him 


to come aid live with him, fhe informed him of her fen- 
timents and the neceflity of attending the worfhip of 


God at the congregation at Portfea, to which fhe be-. 


-Jonged. “He very carelefsly obferved that to him this 
would be no’ objeGion ; he ‘fhould not diflurb her a- 
bout her religion ; and provided, fhe did net trouble 
him with it, he fhould’ leave her to berfelf. 


About two years he continued to live at Horndean, 


in the fame carélefs unconcern about eternal things, — 


decent in his conduét, and perfeétly fober ; amufed 
with his garden, the {ports, and company around him ; 
but an utter flranger to the principles of the gofpel, as 
unacquainted with the power of them. 


Providentially at this time, a: book of Major Burn’s, 


containing didlogues on the Chriflian’s Warfare fell Wie . 


his bands. A religious book, written by a military 


“man, excited his curiofty, and fixed his attentiou.. As — 
_ he read, the fcales feemed to fall’ from his eyes,-and a 


new fyftem of divine truth unfolded itfelf to bis view, 

of which, before he had riot the leaft idea. He hed 
heard nothing Jike it in India ; and his parifh church, 
he attended at home, had furnifhed him with no fuch 
do€trines, as Major Burn fuggefted ; at leaft his inat- 


tention had never perceived any thing refembling what . 


he now read, as conftituting the eflence of a Chriftian’s 
faith and pra@ice. 


‘Religion had been a fubje& agreed to be waved with 


his niece ; but he could not now help enquiring, if the © 


knew any perfon in this mons who held the fame fen. on 


e 
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timents as the Major inculcated. She foon refolved. — 


him, that he would find at Portfea many zealous advo- 
cates for them, and preffed him to go with her and hear: 


the Rev. Mr. Griffin, the next Sabbath-day. He ac-. 


cordingly drove her down to Portfea, from whence be 


was only nine miles diftant, and was delighted to find in 


& 


Mr. Griffin's preaching the perfect correipondence 
with thofe evangelical fentiments, which he had read 
with fo much pleafure, and which the difcourle of this 
excellent man fixed with deeper impreflzon on his mind. 


From that day forward he began to read the Scrip-. 


tures with great diligence and increafing fenfibility of 
their importance. He became a conftant attendant on 
the gofpel, and formed a cordial friendfhip wiih. the 
worthy young minifter, whofe church he frequented, 
and was fogn admitted as a member. His regular vifits 
there, and the change produced on himfelf, were too 
wvilible net to be noticed by his former acquaintance. 
It was foon. rumored how altered aman Mr. Wilfon 


had become, and the ufual reproach of Methodifm im: 


mediately attached to him, | 


In this (tate of {piritual improvement he eontinued a, 
bout two years—feparating himfelf from the vain and 
finful world, and cordially uniting with the. people of 
God. His garden continued his amufement and em- 
ployment, whilft the word of God, and other books, 


tending to edification, were his daily delight and his 


counfellors, His life now proceeded in the fame pla- 
cid uniform tenor, till one day, after returning from 


. Portfea, he was walking in his garden, and meditated on 


a 


the faith of Abraham, in leaving his country and friends 


at the call of God, not knowing whither he went—this 
had been:the fubjett of the fermon which Mr. Griffin 
‘bad that day preached. On reviewing the circumftan- 


€ 
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ces of the Patriarch, he was much affected: with the 
wohders wrought by faith, recorded in the 4 rth chap- 
ster of the epiltle to. the Hebrews, and admired the de~ 
votednel{s, and felf-denia] of the worthies there xccord- 
ed. Ashe mufed on the nature and-evidence of the 


faith there dcfcribed, as the fubsiance of things hoped for, | 


and the evidence of things not feens he began'to queftion — 


himfelf on the reality of his own ; and felt a rifing fear 
in bis mind, left he fhould have deceived’ himfelf by 
placing do@rinal opinion, in the flead of divine convic- 
tion of the truth.” He afked bimfelf, if called in Prov. 
idence to fuffer or to ferve like thele, whether he could 
‘as readily give up all for Chrift, and go forth at riage - 


| ‘vine bidding. 
The impreffion arifing from ee refleAions 904 : 


-~ deeply on his heart for feveral weeks, and his mind un. 


derwent many berrafling fears and doubts on the fub- 
jee ; till one dav happening to take up the Evangelic- 
al Magazine, the firlt fubjeét which caught his eye and 


attention was the account of the inflitution of the Lon- 


don Miffonary Society, and of their noble defign to ¢on- 
vey the gofpel, if pollible, to the Iflands of the Pacific 
Ocean. The thought immediately forcibly ftruck his 
“mind, “ if you are wanted to command the expedition, 
have you faith to facrifice all the comforts around you, 
and freely devoting yourfelf to the fervice, could you em. 
bark once more on the deep, not to increafe yeur fub- 
fiance, but to feek the fouls redeemed’ by the blood of 
the Lamb ?” He felt that moment he could do it with 
‘pleafure : he perceived his faith was up to the facrifice : 


Pet 


‘he read the chapter over with delight, and was fure he 


could, if called, give himfelf up to God. 
~ He had enjoyed fome happy hours in thefe medita- 


» tions. ‘They were the frequent fubjet of his thoughts: 


ee 
=e 
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“when one day a ferics of new ideas rofe wp in bis mind, 
-to which be had been hitherto a ftranger.... He bad hard. 
ly during all the years of fervice on the fea ever known 
what fear was: he had been unaffected by the ftorms 
owhich he had encountered and never thought of the per- 
ils of the deep ; but now the dangers and difficulties to 
which fuch an enterprile muft expofe him rofe up tre- 
mendous to his view, and be began to reafoh on. the 
folly of quittiog his prefent comfortable abode, for a 
life fo very different; and determined to try to banifh 
- the idea from his mind. It followed him: however ia 
Apite of all his efforts. Fearing to trult his own, judg- 
ment, he refolved to communicate his fenfations to fome 
of his ferious and judicious friends—ftate to them the 
feelings of his mind, and have their advice on the fub- 
ject. 


: ache general voice, on the view of his-circumfances, 
rather difcouraged his entertaining any farther thoughts of 
‘the matter, Though they hishly approved the miffion, 

» and honored his zeal in defiring to promote fo glorious 

a caufe, they did not fee his call clear to quit his prefent 
\ ftation, and perfuaded him to abandon the idea, 


His mind, however, refted not at eafe. He was con. 
{cious he ought'not to move but on fome evident call 
of nece fity, that he muft fee the path of duty clear, be. 
fore he 'quitted the comfortable fetthement he enjoy- 
ed; and ane his heart was greatly drawn out in pray- 
er for the glorious object of the miffion, he refolvedato 

wait awhile the leadings of Providence, without entirely 
renouncing his purpoles of fervice, if required. 


A general meeting of the ninsieen of the gofpel be. 
“ing convened at Salilbury, to confider the, fubjedt of , 
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the intended miffion, and to promote its accomplith- 
inent, he determined to a¢company bis worthy paftor, 
Mr. Griffin, thither, and hear what fhould be advanced 
‘on the oceafion. There alfo he mentioned to fome of 
the brethren the impreffion which refted on his min 
but they rather, in general, damped thao encouraged 
fenfations on the fibjeQ ; and though they zea louliy 
favored the miffionary attempt, they hardly thought his 
fervices would be a 


He had’ now probably dropped all further thought of 
the matter, if the firft general miffionary meeting had 
not fummoned up Mr. Griffin, with many others, to 
town, in order to confalt. what fleps were proper to be 
. purfued on the commencement of fo great an undertak. _ 

ing. The Captain refolved to be of the party, and to 
fee and hear for himfelf, what was the obje@ intended, 
and the means pe for ¢arrrying the miffion into 
éffea. 


As the ‘Bie was evidently of the Lord, he came ih 
a mind prepared for the work in the eternal counfels 
appointed him to fulfil. He liftened with ferious 
tention to'the difcourfe delivered at the Caftle and Fal- 
-.€on, to the body of the fociety, wherein I expreffed my : 
confidence that however dificutt the work might ap- . 
pear, God would provide inftruments for the execution _ 
of his own purpofes, that the means would never be 
wanting if we zealoufly fet our fhoulders to the yoke, 
Sone confidered the glory of the objeét, and the urgency” 
of the call He attended next day at Spa fields, and 
heard the fir Difcourfe, fince publifhed, enforcing our 
duty. defcribing the objeéts, and fuggefling the fleps 
fieceflary for the execution. ‘Thefe met bis full appro. 
 Bation; and contributed to’ decide his mind op the {uba 
Eis 


We 
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‘jek. He defired Mr. Griffin to call upon me, and ap 
point an interview. Mr. Griffin defcribed the man, | 
and his converfation, his fituation, ability, and zeal. My 
very heart leaped with joy at the propofal, and I was 

~ filled with hope, that God, in different places, was. raif. 
ing up men unknown to each other, for the accomplifh. 
ment of his own purpofes, towards the heathen. I beg- 
ged to fee him without delay, and: we met next morning, 
when, after fome conference. concerning the miffion, 
with great modefty and diffidence, but with a decided 
purpofe, he intimated, that if the Society could not find 
a better condutor, which he wifhed” and hoped. they 

“ might, the fervice fhould not be impeded for lack of 
nautical knowledge, and he was ready, without other re. 
ward than the fatisfaGtion. refulting from the fervice, to 
devote himfelf to the work, with whatever inconven- 

ence to himfelf it might be attended. He gave me an 
ae of the dealings of God with him hitherto, which 

I have above detailed, and expreffed a fenfe of the ob- 

- ligations he was under to our precious Lord to dedicate. 
himfelf to this fervice, as he faid he fhould never hoagie 
himfelf if he fell back when-help was wanted. 

o 

_ So fingular a.provifion made, for what eet of alk 


other things the moft difficult te be obtained at the . — 


_ commencement of fuch an undertaking, appeared to’ 

‘me evidently the finger of God. Having communicat- 
ed the, propofal to the dire@ors, two of them were ap- 
pointed as a committeee to converfe with Captain Wil- — 
fon on the fubje&t. They were equally charmed with» 
his modefty, ability, zeal, and devotednels of heart, and — 
concurred, that nothing could tend more powerfully to” 
the accomplifhing our ‘defigns, than having fuch a man- 
to command the veffel that fhould convey the miffiona- 
ries to the place of their deftination. The offer was 
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embraced with delight by the direétors, and contribura— 
ed in a very efpecial manner to animate our Confidence, | 
“that God would provide all other neceflary means, and 
‘quickened us lo execute the work without delay. 


The Captain being Brefented: to the dlvetiors, con. 
firmed the feport which had been made ; and though 
he hoped we might yet find an abler commander, and 
in that cafe he might be excufed, and his heart be at 
reft, yet he pledged himfelf, if we could not, to do his 
-“beft for the miffion ; and that, at whatever time be 
fhould be called into the fervice, he would come up, 
and prepare for the voyage. At the end of the weck, 
- when the fociety broke up, he retired to his boufe in 
‘the country, leaving the deepeft impreffion upon every 
man who converfed with him, that never did a perfon _ 
appear more eminently qualified for the difcharge of 
‘this fervice than the man’ lo pee? provided for 
tS ae 


Some fhointhis elapfed © in the preparatory fleps, in 

~feeking out, and examiniag miffionaries, providing — 
_funds, and weighing the propereft means of carrying the - 
purpofed miffion into effet. After long and ample 

difcuffion, it was refolyed, that the attempt fhould be 

made in a fhip belonging to the fociety, fufficient to 

carry thirty miffionaries’; and that Captain James Wil- 

fon be requefted to undertake the command. This re{-" 
olution was accordingly communicated to him, and 

though he had met many caufes to damp his zeal and 

deter him from the fervice, he continued fixed in his 

purpofe and his correfpondence breathed a {pirit fo truly 

noble, that it was impoffible not to Congratulate each. 
other on fach an acquilition, 
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_ Fhe miffion being now in great forwardonts and 4 
““fecond general meeting having confirmed all our forms 
er refolutions, the Captain was defired to come Up; 
which he did, and took an a€tive part in the prepara- 


tions —Not tels than feven or eight times did he go up 


aod downat his own expenfe ; fought out and purchaf- 

ed a proper velfel—forwarded every thing in his de- 
partment—engaged the mariners—and fettled all his - 
own affairs for fo long an abfence. He fold his houfe, 
fixed his niece in London, and chearfully embarked 
with the miffionaries in that long and perilous navigas 
tion, which he has fo happily accomplilhed. 


Through the whole of his eventful ftory, we difcover 
a beautiful and admirable developement of the leadings . 
of God's providence. Who would have looked for a 
- commander of a Chriftian mifion, in an impious and 
infidel failor, chained in a prifon at Seringapatam ?. 
Who would have expeCted from the taan, who seine 
from India, contradicting and blafpheming, the faithfu 
Jeader gn the quarterdeck, in the midft of prayer and 
praifey carrying the Gy Gofpel to the ifles of the - 
Pacific Ocean? The iffue is before the public—and 
no man who reads the Miflionary Voyage can hefitate’ 
_ to confirm the exclamation of the aaa te 16): 
Gop’ S MAN. 
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A Fienent taken ion the feof volume, to compleat the 
| aumber ie pages mentioned im the propojats. | 


@UAPTER ON THE. PERSECUTIONS WHICH CHRIST= 
AJANS SUFFERED DURING: THE PIRST AND SECS 
OND CENTURIES. 


HE ingenious Pliny had been ache iy Tra- 

jan to the government of Bythinia ; and in the 
exercile of his office as proconful, the Chriftians, a- 
gainit whom the feverity of preceding edits evidently 
fubfified, were brought before bis tribunal. Not having 
had sceabion to be prefent at any fuch examinations — 
before, the multitude of the criminals, and the leverity 
of the laws againft them, feem to have greatly firuck 
him; and caufed him to hefitate how far he ought to’ 
carry them into anpnoens without confulting firlt the 
etal himfelf, who, } think, had put him on the pur- 
{uit ; having probably heard oe the rapid progre!s of 
Chrifiianicy, and imbibed all the prejudices againit it, 


which the mifreprefentations of its enemies; the con. 


tempt of the wile; the craft of the pricthood and 
the general odium of all pagan idolaters, could not but 
have propagated. A tranflaticn of the letter itlel€ 
will throw more light vpon «the flate of the Church, 

than perhaps any other monument of antiquity, which 
bas reached us. Of the genvinenefs of the letters of 
Clement, Ignatius and Polycarp, there are doubts : 
though perhaps unfounded ; of the letters of Pliny and 
Trajan, I never beard any entertained ; and being the 
geftimeny of an enemy, they aflerd the moft irrefragable 
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proof. We may fafely conclude Bythinia ‘was not fin- 
gular-for the number of converts, or the _ of perfe- 
cution ; and if fach means as the philofophic Pliny em- 
ployed again(t Chriftianity, were only repeated through 

_the governments of Afia, the number of victims may 
eafily be conceived. 


A. n. 107. *C. Porny to the Emperor TRajANy 
‘2 wifhes health. ni 


Eee SIR Es) 


Tr ts ufaal with me to confult you in every matter — 
wherein I amin doubt, and to fubmit to your deter-_ 
mination ; for who better than yourfelf can dire& me 
when I hefitate, or infirudt me where uninformed ? Till 
now I never had occafion to be prefent at any criminal 
procefs againft the Chriftians : | am ignorant therefore 
to what extent it is ufual to infliét punifhment, or urge | 
_profecation, I have much hefitated alfo, whether there 
fhould not be fome diftin@ion made between the young 
and old; and in the application of the torture, whether 
there-fhould not be a difference between the robuft and 
the delicate--whether pardon fhould not be offered to. 
penitence ; or whether an openly profeffing Chriftian 
fhall bé allowed to retra&, in order ta efcape punifh- 
ment; whether the profeffion itfelf is to be regarded 
asa crime, however innocent in other refpe&ts the pro- 
fellor may be ; or whether the crimes attached to the 
name, muft be proved, before they aré liable’ to fuffer. 


« In the interval, my method withthe Chriftians who 
have been impeached as fuch, has been this : I interro. — 
gated them, are you Chriflians? If they avowed it, I 
aiked the fame queftion afecond and a third’ time, — 


oe 
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threatening, them with ‘the punifhment decreed by the 
law : if they fill perfifted, I ordered them to be exe 
cuted on the {pot ; ; for, whatever their profeffion of 
religion might be, I had not the leafi doubt that fuch 
perverfenels, a and inflexible daa certainly ought 
to be punifhed. 


- There were pibers infe€ted with this madnefs, ohity 
being Roman citizens, I adjudged to be tran{ported to 
Rome for your immediate cognizance. 


Tn the difcuilicn of thts “matter, accufations multi- 
' plying, a diverfity of cafes occurred. A. fchedule ‘of 
-mames was fent me by an unknown accufer ; but when 
I cited the perfons, many denied the fa@, that they 
were, or ever had been Chriftians ; and repeating after 
me the ufual formula, addreffed the Gods, and offered 
fupplications with wine and frankincenfe to your image, 
which, with the flatues of other deities, I had ordered 
to be produced, adding their maledi€ions of Chrift, to 
which no real Chriftian, I am affured, by any torments 
could be compelled. Thefe therefore I pape props 
erto difcharge. © 5 


“ ‘Others mane by the informer, at fir acknow!- 
edged themfelves Chriftians and then denied it; pre- 
tending, that though they. had been fuch, they bad E> 
nounced the profeflion, fome for three years, others” 
for a.longer time, and a few for more than twenty. Ali 
thefe adored your image and the flatues of the Gods, 
and at the fame time called Chrift an aceurfed object. 


6 ean their affirmations I learned, that the fum of 
ail their. offence, call’ it fault or errov, was, that on a day 


iis they awed to afiemble before —— = i ing t0- 
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gether i in’ alternate refponfes hymns to Chriff, as a dei- 
ys binding themfelves by the folemn engagements f 
an oath, not to. commit any. manner of wickednefs ; 
he adiley neither of theft, nor robery, nor adits 
“never to break a promife nor keep back a depofit, whea 
ealled upon. This fervice being concluded, it was their 
cuftom to feparate, and meet together again for a re- 
pai, promifcuous indeed, and without any diftin@ion 
of rank or fexes, but perfe&ily harmlefs: and evea 
from this they had defifted, fince the publication of my 
—edid, forbidding, acre oe to your orders all clubs 
vend aflociations. 


« For farther information, I thodght it neceflary, in 
orderto come atthe truth, to put two damfels, who 
were called deaconeffes, to the torture ; but I could 
extort nothing from them but the acknowledgment of a. 
fuperfliuon, depraved as. immoderate ; and therefore, 
+ deliting from farther inveftigation, I hafled to conlult 
you; for, indeed, the matter appeared to me deferying 
‘the moft attentive confideration, efpecially in the view 
‘of the immenfe numbers of thofe who are involved in 
this dangerous predicament ;, for informations are alrea- 
dy broughtagainft multitudes of al! ages, of all orders, 
and of both fexes.;.and-more will be impeached, for the 
contagion of this fuperitition has not only widely fpread 


4 over the cities aad villages, but reached even the farm- 


-houfes. Iam of opinion, however, that it may yet be 
{topped and corre@ted ; for it is évident that the tem-~ 
ples, which I found nearly deferted, begin to be fre- 
-guented.; and the facred folemnities, that for a long 
while bad been fulpended, are come. again. into prac~ 
tice’: fo that now there is a brifk fale of vi@tims for {a- 
crilices, where before there fcarcely could be found a 
purchafer, From wheace fF cannot but conclude, that — 


‘ a 
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_ the bulk of the people may be reclaimed, if i eepbary be’ 
allowed to repentance.’ 


“The reply of Trajan to Pliny, 1 fhall fabjoin, as caft. 
ing a fuller light upon the fubje@, and enabling us 
from both, to form very clear views of the fate of the 
ee Church at that time. 


Z 


Trajan TO PLINY< 
MY DEAR PLINY, 


* You have certainly followed the right track, ia the 
difcuffion of the caufes, relative to the impeachment of 
the Chriftians, No ceriain rule can be Jaid down, in- 
variably to be adhered to in al] cafes. They are not to 

- be hunted up by informers, but if impeached and con- 
vidted, let them be executed : only with this refiriction 
that if any perfon deny that he is a Chriftian, and de. 
monflrate it by offering fupplication to our Gods, how- 
ever fufpicious his condué may have been before, his 
penitence fhall fecure his pardon. But unlefs every 

information has the accufer’s name annexed, whatever 
be the crime charged, it is not to’ be regarded ; as it 

_ would be a precedent of the worft fort, and sca a con- 
stat. to thé maxims of my government.” 


Thefe letters appear to give a wonderful complete 
view of the flate of Chriftianity, and the dreadful perfe. 
cutions to which the faithful were expofed. For I aps 
prekend the chara&ter of thefe witneffes fiands fo high 
with our modern infidel philofophers, that we fhall not 
be acculed of bringing a partial evidence when we pro. 

- duce Trajan and his proconful : and that the conclufion 
is fair and indifputabdle, that under other or and : 
Fer | 
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other governors the Chriftians. would not’ meet with’ 
more liberal treatment.” / 


In the ek place, it is evident, by the laws then in 
aa that it was @ capital crime for any man to be a 
Chriftian ; and that nothing elfe was neceflary for his 
inftant execution, than his own confeflion ; 3, OF convic- 
tion by evidence of the fa&; or even bis refufal to 
commit an aét of idolatry when accufed, in order to 
his usa | 


2. It is as clear that the humane Trajan and the phi. 
lofophic Pliny appear not to entertain a doubt of -the 
propriety "of the law, or the wifdom and juflice of exe. 
cuting it in all its fulnefs. Pliny confeffes he had ordered 
fuch capita! punishment to be infli@ed on many ; charge. 
able with no crime, but their profeffion’ of Chriftianity ; 
and the Emperor confirms the juftice of the fentence, 
and enjoins the continuance of fuch executions, without 
exception in favor of any, who did not apoftatize, curfe 
the Lord Chri and morliip the idols of Paganilm,. 

3. ie the moft-exaét enquiries, even-from:the apof. 
_tate Chriftians themfelves, without a difcordant voice or 
fulpicion of mifreprefentation, never was a teflimony fo 
noble, and unequivocal, given to the excellence of the 
Chriftian character 5 of their piety, purity, and peacca.e 
ble conduct 5 their happy communion with each other ; 
and the innocence and exemplarinels of. thefe lives be. 
fore all men. So that by the confeflion of their apof- 
tates themfel ves, no man could belong to this holy com. 
munity, whofe outward walk and converfation did not - 
adorn the doftrine of God our Saviour in all things. . 
And all this is confirmed in the frongeft manner by. the 
very means ufed to extort a different. reprefentation. 


CHRISTIANS SUFFERED. ae 
{tis horrible to report fuch fcandalous perverfion of the 
facred name of juflice ! even delicate women are put 
to the torture, in order to try if their weaknefs will not 
cage them into acculations of their brethren. But not 
a word, not a charge can be extorted, capable of bear. 
ing the femblance of evi) or crime. To worlhip Chritt 
their God : to meet for praife and prayer, and mutual 
inftruGion ; to form engagements to abftain from eve- 
ry evil word and work ; to be examples and reprovers 
of that wicked and adulterous generation ; to celebrate 
the facred myfteries of their faith in the participation of 
the fupper of the Lord; and the repaft of Chriftian 
fellowfhip, which attended it—thefe ‘are the depraved 
JSuperftision, the execrable CYIMBES, which nothing buta 
Chrittan’s blood can expiste. I feel a ‘holy, exultation, © 
whiilft I record fuch indifputable evidence® ftranfcend. 
ent ‘excellence,~and fuch martyrs for Chriflianity.— 
There muft be fomething divine in that doétrine, even 
our enemies being-judges, that can enable men thus 
to live, and thus to die. I feel a facred horror, whilft I 
behold fuch chara€ters as Pliny and Trajan embruing 
their hands in innocent blood, and decreeing fuch atro- 
cious judgments againit perfons fo amiable and juft, ee 
ven by their own acknowledgments, 


4. I would ‘init the evidence of the fingular peace- 
ablenefs of the Chriftians, and their great care~to give 
no offence, but to fubmit even to the moft unjuft re- 
quifitions, Their immenfe numbers might have engag- 
_ ed them to ftand on their defence, fuppofing, what can- 

‘not be reafonably queftioned, Pliny’s own reprefenta. 
tion. Perfons of all ranks, of every age and fex, had 
been converted to Chriftianity. The body was fo vaft, 
as to leave the pagan temples a defert, and their priefts 
- folitary. Scarce a vittim was ever brought, or a facred 
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folemnity obferved, through the paucity of worfhippers. 
The defe&tion from paganifm mult have been wonder- 
fully general and ftriking, which could have produced 
fach effe@ts. But the Chriftians neither abufed their 
power to refit government’; nor aéted with the lefé 
modelly in their worfhip; careful not to bring down up- 
on themfelves unneceflary fufferings: They knew the e- | 
di&s againft them, and affembled, to avoid offence, be- 
fore break of day in their feveral congregations; at the 
- hovfes of the faithful, And when Pliny made a frefh 
promulgation of Trajan’s bloody ediéts, they fora while 
yielded to the ftorm, and defifled even from their love. 
fealts and. general communion, if not from congrega. 
tional worthip, ~ . 


BN I may add, that a more unequivocal evidence can- 
not be given of the Godhead of Chrift, as univerfally 
admitted in the firlt ages of the Church. |The heathen, 
who knew the import of finging hymns to their deities, 
eould not but regard the perfon to whom fuch hymng 
were addreffed, as really and truly God in their eflima- 
_ tion. “And the contraft of the Chriftian worfhip was not 

ftronger, refpeCling the obje& of their deyotion, than 
the manners of the men who offered it. They furely 
_ knew the import of their own praifes and: prayers. 

Could they have adored a man, they would not have — 
found fuch relu@tance to caft a pinch of frankincenfe — 
on the altar before the image of Trajan, in order to fave 
themfelves from torments and death, in all its mof tre. 
mendous forms. Our modern deiftical and. focinian 
Chriftians would have been lefs fqueamifh. But thefe 
dared not to deny the only Lord God, even our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. And whom they worfhipped with their 
lips as confeflors, they glorified with their deaths ag 
martyrs. . 


CHRISTIANS SUFFERED: __ sn 


6; It is awfal to confider the tefl to which the Chrift- 
ians were brought, and the fearful evidence which ap. 
‘peared, how many had affumed the name of Chriftian, 
and deferted-paganifm, who had never drank into the 
Spirit of vital Chriflianity.; and therefore, when perfecu-. 
tion for the word’s fake arofes.they fell away from their, 
profeffion, and made fhipwreck of faith and of ‘a ‘good 
conicience. Though the martyrs were many, the apol 
tates, were more, That the martyrs. were numerous, | 
the declarations» of Pliny, what he had done ; and: 
the orders of Trajan, what \ie /hould do, can leave, 
no manner of doubt. And. we have conclufive. ev- 
idence of the power of God in fupporting his people 
under every fuffering and terror, in the. very dam-: 
fels who were tortured. Death had been a lefs evil 
for thefe than the rack, The fuffering there had been 
“momentary. If the -feeble fex. fet fo noble an ex- 
ample, we may be affured, there would not be wanting: 
others, who would affront death and every danger, rath.. 
er than fubmit:to thefe. tyrannical orders, and involve 
their fouls in this fearful criminality ; Could the facred: 
paftors of the flock, who had preached fo often and fo 
powerfully Jefus Chrift, and him crucified, call that Je~ 
fus accurfed ? Incenfe a living worm, and worfhip a 
ftock or a ftone ? How much~ preferable were prifons, 
and death to fuch an execrable requifition ? Were there 
not multitudes of the flock: who would follow them: in 
~ the bloody facrifice ? Almoft incredible to modern vul- 
gar Chriflianity, as this may be, we fee fuch things have 
been, and whenever a fimilar ftate of the world fhall 
- bring again the fiery trial, it will be found that the pow- 
_ erof the Holy Ghoft hath not forfaken the earth, but 
that there are fill fome, many, ready to die for the name 
ef the Lord Jefus, i 


a a, 
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7. How perfeftly’ fimilar are the philofophical ideas 
of Chriftianity in every age? In their view it was a 
kind of madnefs—a fanatic contagion that had fpread 
chiefly among the populace—an overftrained affectation 
of religion, and being righteous overmuch —an imbe- 
cillity and depravity of the human underftanding—a 
worfhip as abfurd in its objet as fuperftitious in the de-_ 
votion and the precifenefs of its profeffors. Read Pli- 
ny, Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, and remark how exadlly 
coincident their views are of -Chriftianity ! And I am 
greatly miftaken in my knowledge of human nature, if 
in fimilar circumflances the modern infidel would not 
be as bitter a perfecutor as the antient.. With all their. 
notions of candor and humanity, we fee in’ Pliny and 
Frajan, that the tender mercies of the wicked are cru- 
el. They muft hate and defpife the Gofpel and its pro- 
feffors: and whenever power is in the hands of oppref- 
fors, their pretended philanthropy will not hefitate te 

ie a Chriftian’s blood, 
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